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fj'IIE LIFE 


or 


8AIXT Fn
\.XCIS DE S
\.LES, 


m
IIOP AXD rRI
CE OF GENEV.\. 


nOOK I. 


CIL\.PTEH II 


OF TIlE AxcrSTOr.s, COUXfRY, PAnE
TS, BIRTfT, A
D 
EARLY EDI:CATIOY OF ST. FRAKCIS DE SALI-;S. 


AT the time when the Catholic Church was 
governed by 
t. Pius V., the Homan cmpire by 
Ferdinand I., the kingdom of France by Charles IX., 
and the duchy of bavoy by Emanuel Philibert, 
Francis was born in the castle of Sales, from whence 
the family derives its name: the castle is situated at 
about three leagues distance from Annecy, 0. prin- 
cipal town of the province of Geneva. II is father 
was Francis, Lord of bales, Boysi, Ballayeson, and 
\Tillaroget; his mother was Frances de Sionas, 
daughter of )Idchior, Lord of Tuille and Vallières, 
both illustrious by birth, piety, and ricJws. The 
family of Sales is one of the most ancient of Savoy. 
The first of" horn we find mention is Gerard, who, 
YOLo I.-I. 
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in the eleventh century, held rank as a nobleman in 
the army of Rodolph, king of Burgundy; at whose 
death he was deputed to convey the sceptre and 
crown of that kingdom to the Emperor Conrad. 
From thenceforward the descendants of that noble 
family have ever maintained the rank of nobility, 
have been honoured by the confidence of their 
sovereigns, in time both of peace and war, and were 
enriched by so many fief", that the father of our 
Saint reckoned eight. The arms consisted of an oval 
shield with a deep azure ground and two golden 
bands, to which a crescent and two stars were after- 
wards added, on the following occasion. Peter Lord 
of Sales accompanied Count Amadeus of Savoy when 
he went to the relief of Rhodes, besieged by the 
Turks; they were overtaken by a storm, but as the 
Lord of Sales was tIle first to catch sight of Castor 
and Pollux, (the indication of fair weather,) Count 
Amadeus desired him to add a crescent and two stars 
to his escutcheon; and thus do the armorial bear- 
ings stand to this day. In an old family picture this 
shield is held by a Hercules holding a club in his 
hand, and with two savages at his feet, their wea- 
pons cast down, their loins girded, and their heads 
encircled wi th poplar leaves. 
The House of Sales has been ennobled at various 
epochs; in the year 1613 it was erected into a 
barony, an earldom in 1643, and finally a marquis ate 
in 1664. We must not silently pass over the excel- 
lent qualities of the parents of our saint, although 
the worth of the tree may be judged from the beauty 
of the fruit. IIis noble father was universally 
respected for his probity and honour; he was mOISt 
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c
act in the discharge of hii duties ac; a Christian, 
of upright heart, and very zealous for the Catholic 
religion. 
llc bore anus during the Flemish wars, though 
with'Jut indulging in the vices of the camp; he 
served the prince
 of Luxemburg nnd ,ra.rtignyon 
Din.ny import.Lnt occasions. '\11en Savoy was re- 
stored to Emanuel Philibert, he retired to his 
castle of 
u.les, and married Frances de Sionas in IJJ9. 

o marriage could have been haprier, both being 
enduwed with so much virtue that peace und con- 
cord c\ er reigned bet\\ cen them. 
'rances was 
graced with tender piety and luodesty. which made 
))er love retirement and shun the commerce of the 
world; but it was zeal for religion which specially 
distinguished this worthy couple, and at the period 
of which "e treat, Calvinic:m had taken root in 
Geneva and the neighbouring territorie
; its doc- 
trines were commodiouc
, and it was considered the 
religion of the superior wits of the age. 
Of the many virtues conspicuous in the Count 
and Countess of Sales alms-deeds deserve particular 
mention; these rendered them dear to God and 
men, and drew down innumerable blessings on their 
family. ,rith holy eagerness and exactitude they 
practised the advice' of Tobias, ndvice particu- 
larI y necesc;ary to persons engaged in the world: 
" Turn not thine eyes fronl the poor, that God may 
not look aside from thee; if thou hast much, give 
much, if thou hast little, of that little give willingly." 
Although their charity extended to every sort of 
poverty, they knew that the royal prophet calls them 
blessed who can distingui5h between the 1)00r and 
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the poor; hence they studied in tl1e first place to 
relieve those poor Catholi:cs whose property was 
seized upon by heretics. To such as these, who 
wisely preferred their faith to all earthly possessions, 
the parents of our Saint not only furnished the 
necessaries of life, but endeavoured to procure 
them those comforts which they had been accus- 
tomed to in their respective positions in the world.. 
Their charity saved many fan1Ïlies from the danger, 
or at least fr0111 the tenlptation of embracing heresy, 
and preserved them in their fidelity to God and His 
110ly Church. Their proxin1Ïty to Geneva and the 
Swiss, gave them frequent opportunities for practis- 
ing this species of generosity, under circumstances 
,,-here a less ardent charity would have cooled; that 
of the Count and Countess of Sales became on the 
contrary, more ardent, and God rewarded them for 
it by giving them a saint for their son, a son that 
n1ay fairly be called the fruit of their good works. 
Frances, who had long been married without hav- 
ing children, no sooner found herself likely to beconle 
a mother, than she dedicated her offspring to the 
Lord; and she fervently renewed her offering on the 
following interesting occasion. Anna D'Este, daugh- 
ter of Hercules Duke of Ferrara, and widow of the 
Duke de Guise, so treacherously massacred near 
Orleans, fonned a second marriage with James of 
Savoy, Duke of N emours; and accompanied as she 
was by the two cardinals of Lorraine and Guise, 
together with a noble suite, she halted at Annecy. 
Everyone was anxious to show due honour to the 
bride and her illustrious cavalcade; amongst others, 
the Countess of Sales repaired to the city to assist at 
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]1('1' court. \t the rl'cp1l'c;t of the Dnch('
s ofX('mour
, 
tlw nuke of Sa\ oy conscnted to have the holy 
,\ inùillg-:,hl'ct bruught from Chamherry, where it was 
pre:-l'neù, to _\nlle('y. Thi::.i preciuu:-; relic i::.i n large 
cloth or 
heet, in which the sucred boc1y of our Lord 
was wrapped after ùeath, amI which bears imprinted 
ou ib upper nnù ullùer parts IIis own divine figure, 
stamped there by no otlicr hund than that of His 
loyc, and cúloured with no other ink than that of 
IIis blooJ, 0. trea.sure and relic of which the royal 
house uf Savoy is the fortunate I}o
sc
sor, and ren- 
dered famous by tl.e pilgrimages of ...\.umùcus, the 
pions DUh.e of ::Savoy, of Francis, king of ..France, 
Rnd of 
t. Charles llurromeo, us well as by the many 
llliradcs wrought in t
\\"our of those who have had 
recourse to it. It is only cxp05cd to the fi1.Îthful on 
special occa
iuns, and whcn scvcral bishop!' and pre- 
latC3 can 
si8t ut the ceremonial, and cold indeeJ 
Dlust be the heart that could view unmoved this 
blood-stained portrait of our Hedeemer. 
On the occa
ion in question, when it was dis- 
played in thc Church of our Lady at .Annecy, the 
Countcss of bales was pre!'ent, and felt her whole 
soul excited to fervour and devotion as she contem- 
plated thi::; unequivocal mark of God"s love fur man. 
She experienced s
ch pious affections as she llad 
never known beforc, and amidst tears and prayers, 
she, like the lllOther of 
mlluel, consecrated her Jet 
unborn babe to J t'
us, be5ecching IIÏ1n to be a father 
to it, to preserve it from the corruptions of the world, 
and to deprive her of the honour of being a m( )ther, 
rather than allow her to give birth to a child that 
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should ever become His enemy by losing the grace of 
baptism. 
It is currently believed that the first prayers 
before this sacred portrait never go unanswered, pro- 
vided the petitions refer to the salvation of souls; 
at all events the prayer of the lady of Sales had its 
full effect. Our Lord heard the mother, and loaded 
the son with such an abundance of blessings, that 
not only did he preserve his baptismal robe unsullied 
till death, but even increased the grace of this first 
sacrament, so as to be raised to the eminent degree 
of sanctity which will be developed in the course of 
this history. 
The Countess returned to the castle of Sales with 
a feeling of happy confidence that God had accepted 
the offering of her unborn babe; Inoreover, she 
prognosticated something of her child's future career, 
from certain mysterious dreanls, which she related 
with great simplicity to her husband, and although 
lIe chided her for what he called the folly of notic- 
ing such trifles, and the superstition of relying on 
them, she nevertheless told him that she dreamt 
she had given birth, not to a noble infant, but to a 
little shepherd, who ran about in all directions to 
collect his scattered flock; another of these myste- 
rious dreams will be related elsewhere. Anyone 
who recollects the dreams recorded in Scripture, and 
those of the mothers of St. Dominic and St. Andrew 
Corsini, will readily believe that in the present in- 
stance, God intended to signify His designs upon the 
child. The pious mother communicated on the 
festival of the 
L\.ssuD1ption, and six days later, that is 
on Thursday, the 21st of August, 1567, she gave 
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birth to a son, in t11C seventh month of her preg- 
nancy. I..ater in life, he used to express his ddight 
at having been born within the octave of the 
principal festival of the Blessed Y'irgin 1\Inry, to 
whom he was cycr JllOSt affectionately devoteù, anù 
through whose l>atronage he received Illost signal 
favours. 
On the 28th of August he was regenerated in the 
holy waters of baptism, in the parish church of 
Thorens, the t
LInily territory, when the nobility of 
the llcighbourhood ha
tened to offcr thcir conóratu- 
lations to the Lord and Lady of t5ales on the birth 
of their first chilù. lIe was nalncd Francis 13ono.- 
,'enture, aftcr his sponsors, Fruncis ùelle Flechere, 
prior of the Bcncdictin house at Challengy, and his 
gr8.ndmother Bonaventura de Chiuron, married to 
the Lord of Flechel e; he \\ as also named Francis in 
honour of St. }"r<1.ncis of _\:,sisillm, to whom the 
room in which the child was born wns dedicated, 
and in which was a picture of the saint, representing 
him in the act of preaching to the birds and fishes. 

Ioreover, he wa" 80 named in honour of ::'t. Francis 
of Paula, to whmll his mother vowed him before 
his birth. IIis baptism was celebrated with muni- 
ficent hospitality, and with alms-giving which lasted 
from day-break until night, so great was the joy 
occasioned by the birth of a Saint, destined to be 
the ornament of his finnily name, the honour of 
Savoy, the .admiration of the world, and one of the 
pillars of the Church. 
"... e may here mention, that before the canoniza- 
tion of the Saint, his brother Lewis intended lnaking 
over th
 castle of Sales to the Visitation order, that 
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so the house in which this great Saint was born 
nlight be ever consecrated to the service of God. For 
this purpose he put hinlself to great exp<:>nse in 
repairing the castle of Thorens for his own family, 
but the poverty of the order, together with the wars, 
prevented the accomplishment of this pious project, 
a project which would have completed the glory of 
our Saint. 
His premature birth was a cause of his being 
extremely smaIl, weak, and delicate; for a time his 
nurses found it necessary to wrap hinl in cotton, and 
use the greatest care to rear him. His nlother was 
unable to nurse him herself, and for one reason or 
other she was obliged frequently to change his 
nurses, who all attested that he gave them little 
or no trouble, and that in the cradle he looked like 
a little angel; they also declared that they often 
found him with his arms crossed upon his breast, 
and for this reason they did not swathe him in the 
usual manner. The doctors were of opinion that he 
would not live; but care, and still more Providence 
which destined hÏ1n to great things, preserved hin1, 
contrary to all expectation; he grew up robust and 
of full size. In imitation of the mother of San1uel, 
tbe Countess of Sales gave a liberal distribution of 
alnls at the period of his weaning, procured the cele- 
bration of nlany masses, had hinl blessed by a holy 
priest, and thus testified her anxiety for her 
first-born, as well as the piety of her own heart. 
As she trained his advancing steps she watched his 
budding beauty and the indications of future excel- 
lence, with delight; his little engaging manners won 
all hearts, his exterior corresponded with his virtu- 
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OllS inc1 inations, and grace seemed to }U1VC formed 
him entirely for it
elf. lIe was docilc and buhmis- 
sive to hi
 supcriors, and s" e .t and cordial towards 
every onc; above all, ht: wa:> notil:LJ for his remark- 
able lllodcsty, and this wa:-- hi
 prc
crvative uO'ain
t 
the first a
:-,au1t:i of vil"c. The fi}:o,t words hc uttcrcd 
were, to the astonishmcnt of tho
c who heard him, 
the follo\\ ing: "God and ß1Y mothcr love Jnc very 
nmch;" thi:, was looked upon ns a 
ure sign that he 
was pn>vcnted by gracc; for, though it was natnral 
enough for children to be sensible of the loving 
care
cs of their mothcrs, it is unqupstiollahly heyond 
thcir infantinc powcrs to know and understand thut 
God loves them. ,From the::lccforward he accustOlllcU 
himself to pronouncc vcry devoutly the sacrcd naJnLS 
of J 
ll:' and 
Inry, in whom later he was to find his 
greatest delight. The Countc
s of bales, who con- 
sidered hcr child as a prccious deposit confided to 
her by God, and of which she was to give IIim an 
account, laid aside most of her othcr occupations to 
devote herself unreservedly to the good education of 
a son who nlready disclosed 
nch excellent inclina- 
tions, and Francis so far profited by hcr instructions 
303 to excite her astonishment; she told )[admne d
 
ClJantal that she n1ight tell wonders of the infancy 
of the scrvant of God, having witne

ed llOW extra- 
ordinarily he was prevented by heavenly bles
ings, 
and how hc breathed out divine loye frOIn his ear- 
liest years. IIis father, on his part, ncglected 
nothing towards training him up suitably to his 
rank, and inspiring him with truly Christian senti- 
ments; in a word, both his parents endeavoured to 
make him a pious young nobleman; well knowing 
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that childhood, like soft wax, receives any impression 
either of vice or virtue, according to the example 
placed before it. They kept him at a distance frOlll 
ill-behaved children, and from menial servants, who 
but too frequently prove the mediunl of corrupting 
noble youths, teaching them to do ill and to speak 
,vorse; as for games, they were only allowed in 
moderation, and such as depended more on skill 
than on chance. By degrees this assiduous culture 
converted natural propensities into virtues. Even 
in his childhood he seelned to possess the maturity 
of age, being remarkable for keenness of intellect, 
nlode3ty of demeanour, and earnestness of energy. 
He was affable in nlanner, and extremely docile under 
instruction, all pretty sure indications that he would 
grow up an accomplished cavalier. 
The Countess of Sales deserves the highest com- 
mendation for her aS3iduity in training his youthful 
mind to virtue; she took him with her to church, 
inspiring hinl with deep reverence for this holy 
place, for sermons, and fiJr every other pious exercise. 
She read the saints' lives to hinl, a spiritual food well 
propo;tioned to his age, reingling with it devout 
reflections suited to a child's capacity; but above 
all, she was most careful to second her teaching by 
example. The holy child corresponded with, and 
even surpassed the hopes of the worthy mother. 
When at prayer, or assisting at holy 111 ass, there 
shone forth in him a piety and recollection quite 
superior to his age. One of his principal recreations 
consisted in erecting little altars, and in imitating 
the ceremonies of the Church, the usual indication 
of a good disposition, and of vocation to the ecclesi- 
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astical statp, as we read of St. Athnnnsiuq and St. 
Charles. 
incere in his word
, he preferred pun- 
i
hIllent rathcr than c:\.cnse himself by the slightc
t 
deviation from truth. His parents hud iIl
tillcd in 
his mind the greatest horror of ß lie, a "icc as com- 
mon to childhood as it is contrary to it
 simplicity. 
IIis charity to\\ ards the poor was e'"{trnordinur}; 
not content with distributing all that be recl.iveù 
from his mother for the purIJosc, (und she took great 
pleasure in cou:,tituting him her little almoner,) he 
also gave them what he reccived for his own plea- 
sure, and often asked his parents for Inore when his 
own funds were exhausted, and very frequently he 
gave away part of his meals when he had nothing 
nlOre left at his disposal. 
\Ve find noticeù, in the proces es of the Saint's 
canonization, three striking incidents connected with 
his lo\"e for the poor in his infancy. The first is, 
that on the day of his baptism, his nurse placed him 
on the table, at which were seated those to whom 
the Count of Sales distributed alms, as we have 
already related; the child remained there a long 
time looking intently on those poor people, as if it 
gave him pleasure to gaze upon such a multitude of 
friends and members of Jesus Christ. The seconù 
is, that when he was carried into the cou rt-yard, if 
he saw a beggar there, he strove to go towards him, 
so that his nurses were obliged to cover his eyes, to 
prevent his agitation. \Vhenever he cried, the most 
efft"ctual way to pacify him was to give him some- 
thing to carry to his fIiends, as they styled the poor. 
The third is, that when he grew older, he used to 
slip away from his tutors, and go to the same court 
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to distribute whatever be had been able to save for 
the poor; and he did this so privately, and with 
such tender kindness as to excite admiration. But 
what is still more worthy of remark is, that he could 
distinguish poor Catholics from the heretics, and 
would separate them: he seemeù to be endowed with 
a peculiar instinct in this respect; for he could tell 
the difference by merely looking at them, or by 
touching their garments. In distributing his alnls, 
he always began with tbe fornler, saying, " You 
are lllY brethren and nlY friends: it is my duty in 
the first place to feed and clothe the household of the 
faith; whereas you who are not in cou1ffiunion with 
the body of Jesus Christ, must be content with the 
remnants; but if you return to the bosonl of the 
church, you shall be treated as her true children, 
and shall be seated at table with the rest of our 
brethren. " 
In consequence of some misunderstanding with 
the Duke of N ernours, the Lord of Sales was 
obliged to withdraw to Chablais, a country already 
much infected with heresy. He established his 
fan1Ïly in the Castle of Brens, taking thither his 
wife and little Francis, who thus began his sanctifi- 
cation by imitating the flight into Egypt. It would 
almost seem a3 if Providence would even at this 
early age, nlake him acquainted with a place, where 
later he was to :fight his chief battles; a place which 
was to furnish materials to his conquests, and to 
prove the most glorious object of his victories. 
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CIL\PTEI
 II. 


EARLY STUDIE::i OF ST. FRAXCIS. 


"r nEx Francig had reached his sixth year, ]lis 
father, perceiving hig aptituùe for learning, sent him 
to college, nluch against the inclination of his 
Inotl1er, who wus anxious to retain ]lim under her 
own care, at least until the seeds of piety had taken 
deeper root in his heart: with well-groumh>d appre- 
11ension, she feared le4 her 
on should im hibe vice 
with literature. The pious mother knew the dan- 
gers to which youth is exposed in colleges, where 
one di
cased shecp i
 
uffieient to infect tIlt" whole 
flock, in spite of the vigilance of the masters: on 
this account she wished to have her son educatcd 
unùer good nlasters at houle. But the Count, 
though a ßlan of great piety, 11ad less elevatcd views 
than his lady; anù con
iùering the benefit of enluIa- 
tion amongst children, insisted on sending Francis 
to Rocca, where he advanced as rapidly in his 
studies, as he had ad vanceù in picty at home under 
the tuition of 11Ïs nlOther. In this college he ac- 
quired the first rudinlents of grammar under Peter 
Battelier, whilst he lodged and boarded "ith a 
schoolmaster of the name of DUInax. 
Aft('r a brief sojourn at Uocca, he and thrce of 
his cousins were sent to the college of l\nncC'y. 
Annccy is an ancient city, which derives its name 
from Titus Anicius who governed the Allobroges 
for the Roman Empire. It is agreeably situated 
amidst fertile hills and fields, the air is salubrious; 
and) at the time of which we write, it was the resi- 
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dence of the bishop of Geneva, driven from his see 
by heretics: many events have rendered it remark- 
able; but none more so than the lengthened abode 
in it of our Saint, and its actual possession of his 
remains. The Dukes of N emours generally resided 
there when they visited Savoy. Eustachius Capius, 
canon and official of the Church of Geneva, the 
Abbot of St. ,.!ngelo in Sicily, founded a college 
here for humanities, rhetoric, and philosophy; he 
placed it under the government of the doctors of 
Louvain, intending that his own country should not 
be left without the means of education. It was to 
this college then that our Francis was sent; where 
amongst his contemporaries he shone like a sun 
an1Ïdst stars. He seenlS to have felt an inward 
impulse to study; he buried himself in his books, 
clearly demonstrating his strong inclination to learn- 
ing. He spared himself no trouble, and took notes 
of the more striking passages in his lectures, to have 
them ready for use in due time and place; and as 
his person was majestic, his voice sonorous, and his 
countenance beautiful, he was frequently chosen by 
his professor or nlaster to give declamations. Pos- 
sessing as he did a powerful mind, an excellent 
memory, a natural turn for eloquence, with a refined 
taste in the choice of his authors, it is not surprising 
that he should have been one of the most learned pre- 
lates of his age; as he unquestionably was one of 
the most holy. All the authors who have written 
his life were never satisfied with treating. of the 
singular qualifications of this blessed child. 
Iodest 
in his denleanour, composed in gesture, neat without 

ffectation, he made himself l'espected by his com- 


.. 
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ranions; and he, profiting by the nutnority which 
lÜs birth nnJ virtue gave him, admonished tl1l'ßl 
so sweetly anel unassun1Ïngl}", that Dum}" of theJu 
declared that his very presence deterrul them from 
evil-he thus renc,\ ing in SllVOY wllat had been 
witlle
sed in Sienna in the clu)'s of St. Bcrnardin. 
lIe tolerated the failings of others with great dis- 
cretion; and being most charitablL in conlpac;;sionnting 
the>Dl, he offered to undergo the punishment awarded 
to his cousin Ga
pnr, "ho, "ith tenrs and screams, 
entreated to be let off: Frnncis Imving voluntarily 
consented to accept the c1ulstisement, Fuffered it 
without the least di
pIay of regret. His sense of 
justice was equally remarkable: by orders of llis 
father, one of his servants bougl1t him a pair of 
gloves, and as the man refused to give the 110sicr 
the pric
 he nsked, the youth ntade up the sum out 
of his own pocket.money: he did much the same 
with regard to the toll over a bridge, which his 
servant refused to pay; Francis insisted on giving 
the money himself, saying it was only just to pay 
those poor people their demands, since they gave 
their sweat and toil for the convenience of the 
!)ublic. In truth these are but trivial traits of 
good-feeling; nevertl1eless they were indications of 
what the future man would be. 
It must not be supposed that Francis devoted 
himself so exclusively to study, as to neglect that 
which was far n10re important, namely, progress in 
piety; to strengthen himself then in this, he asked 
to receive confirmation. JIo"," often we n1ight weep 
to see the indifference with which this sacrament, 
(which imparts a plenitude of graces, and which 
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renders us pertèct Christians,) is bu t too often 
received. Francis, however prepared himself for it 
with many prayers, and presented hÍlnself to it with 
such fervour and modesty, that the Bishop Justi- 
nian inquired who he was, admiring the fine dispo- 
sition which he could read upon the youth's coun- 
tenance; and publicly. declaring that he would one 
day become a celebrated personage and the wonder 
of his aO'e. 
o 
Unquestionably the grace of that sacrament was 
not received in vain, for, from thenceforward he 
advanced more rapidly than ever in the path of 
virtue. He prescribed for himself certain daily 
devotions, appointed a determinate time to be spent 
in pious reading, regulated his visits to the churches, 
and was most exact in observing these regulations, 
unless lawfully hinderoo, but never would he allow 
caprice to interfere with them. 
In the summer season, when his companions spent 
their evenings in pleasant country rambles, he 
remained at home to read the saints' lives to his 
hostess who was an invalid. On recreation days, 
when he went to anluse hinlself with others, he 
generally invited some of them to go and pray with 
him, or he withdrew to some retired spot to pray 
alone. He had a particular partiality to the isles of 
Fier, whither he would engage his associates to 
accompany hin1, and there, kneeling down in the 
shade of the magnificent foliage, they would sing tlle 
Litanies of our Blessed Lady and other prayers; while 
he, with devout generosity reminded them that it 
was well to begin to scrVG God betimes, and that 
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they ought to prny then whilst tbey bad time and 
opportunity for doing so. 
In his recreations he was most nlodest, t]lOngh 
cheerful, carefully shunning whatever wa
 contrary 
to strict propriety and delicacy, insomuch, that in 
the height of summer none of l1Îs companions ever 
saw hinl bathe, or with hi
 breast uncovered; he 
was as scruptùous ill his dress as he was in hb con- 
duct. 
Thus passed the first years uf our Saint; and, as in 
his later life he became the 1I10del of prie:;ts and 
bishops, Su, in his young days, he nÜgh t be looked 
upon as tIle model of students and of youth. 


CIIA.PTE III. 


HE RECEIVLS TnE CLERICAL TO
SURE AXD IS SE..
T TO 
Pt:RSt:E IIIS 8TGDIES AT rAm.
. 
DIVINE rHOVIJ)E
CE, which so admirably disposes 
the lives of the saints, nlade use of human 1l1eanS to 
cause Francis of bales to be a learned man. II is 
father perceiving that it was useless to detain him 
any longer at 
\nnecy, and judging from his progress 
that he was equal to the higl1er sciences, hoped that 
his talents would enhance the lustre of his fmnily. 
He resolved, therefore, on sending him to Pari3, that 
he might complete his course of stuùies at the 
college of :Navarre. The nanle of Paris suffices to 
give one the idea of a city which is the Athens of 
France, whilst the multitude of its inhabitants con- 
stitutes it a miniature world. The Count of bales 
VOL. l.-
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unfolded his projects to his lady, who, having so 
reluctantly consented to have her son sent to 
Annecy, was still ll10re unwilling to see him depart 
for Paris, nor would she agree to it but on condi- 
tion of his first spending some months with her at 
home. It was her object to arm him welI, before 
exposing him to the trials of a vast ci ty, generally 
speaking, the abode of great vices as well as of great 
virtues. She endeavoured, therefore, to instil into 
him the most Christian sentiments, and such maxhns 
of piety as should be able to preserve him innocent 
even in the midst of the vicious, unscrupulou3 youths 
who usually abound in large colleges. 
Francis, who wished to choose the Lord for his por- 
tion, hearing that the Bishop of Bagnarea was going 
to confer orders at Clermont in the Genevese terri- 
tory, earnestly entreate his father to permit him to 
take the clerical tonsure. The Lord of Sales was 
much displeased at STIch a request, so completely at 
variance with his own designs. Perceiving his son's 
strong inclination to piety, he suspected that he 
would perhaps aim at the ecclesiastical or the reli- 
gious state, whereas it was his own intention to 
establish him in the world in a manner suited to his 
birth and personal qualifications; however, following 
the dictates of prudence, he feared that a positive 
refusal would. induce a step which he was n10st 
anxious to avoid; he knew that a naturally noble 
mind surmounts opposition, and being a pious lllan, 
he reflected that it would be useless to oppose the 
designs of Francis, if they were conformable to 
those of God; moreover, he tl10TIght there would be 
cruelty in saddening a son who was a source of so 
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nnlch l1nppinfls,;; to his pnrrnt"; he gavc him thcrcfore 
thc r<'quircd con
ent, hoping that time would change 
his vie" s, fiS might Pfisily ùe the casc, b 'cau
t" the 
tonsure docs not absolutdy prevent it3 recipient from 
remaining in the world. 
IIaving thus obtained ]Ii., filtllrr's permi5
ion, he 
repaired to Clermont, carr) ing with him demissorial 
lettcrs from the canon, John Ti.;:sot, vicar-general of 
thp church of Geneva; and he received the ton<;ure 
in the ember-days of 
cptcnlber, IJi8, to JIi
 own 
indescribable delight. In those duys the tonsure 
w'as given with great t
lCility, in conscqul'nce of 
which mnny disgraced and abandoned the eccle
ins- 
tical state. But it WfiS not so with our pious yond], 
who 
eelns to have despoiled himself of evcry desire 
of earthly grcatne:;;s when he a
sumed the surplice; 
and in putting it on he at' the same time clothed 
himself with the new man of justice and of truth. 
From Clermont he returned to the cnstle of 
ale!ol, 
where he learnt from his mother tl1at his father 
intended sending him to the college of K avarrc, 
there to complete his course of studies. This 
arrangement was unsati:,factory on one account: he 
was most anxious to pursue his studies, it is true, 
but he wished to do so in the schools directed by 
the ::;ociety of Jesus; however, as it was 11Ïs inviola- 
ble rule never to oppose the will of his be-loved 
rarents, he merely suggested to his mother the ad. 
vantages which he might deri\"'e in the college lately 
founded for those fathers at Paris. lIe entreated 
her to reflect on the high fame of tIle Jesuit fathers, 
on the esteem and respect which they secure from 
their pupils, w]lom they nurture alike in piety ond 
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learning: the sanle he knew n1ight be the case in 
other colleges, yet as his inclination led him so deci- 
dedly to prefer one governed by the society, he 
thought this very inclination a sigJ? that his studies 
would ad vance better there than elsewhere, and he 
presumed it would be a matter of indifference to his 
father in which college he pursued his education, 
provided he did but advance in learning. His 
Inother acquiesced in these argunlents, and like a 
pious lady as she was, cared mu
h more for the pre- 
servation of her son's innocence, than to see him 
grow up an accomplished courtier, as his father 
wished. She used her influence so successfully, that 
the Count so fa.r changed his plan as to permit his 
son to enter the college of Clermont instead of that 
of Navarre. 
In the meantime preparations were made for his 
departure, his parents giving him excellent advice 
suited to his circumstances. In her maternal anx- 
iety, the Countess frequently repeated to him the 
celebrated maxinlof the holy mother of St. Lewis: 
" God only knows how dear you are to me; never- 
theless, I had rather see you dead before my eyes 
than hear that you had committed one mortal sin." 
She inspired hiIn with a tender love for God, and 
endeavoured to fill his heart with filial confidence in 
Him, saying to him, like the mother of the l\Iacca- 
bees, "whatever nlen may think, it is not I who 
have given you being and life. I anl your mother 
only inaslnuch as the Lord has been pleased to make 
use of nle to bring you into the world. It is true 
you were formed in Iny body, but I neither gave 
you your limbs nor the blood which flows in your 
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vcin
, nor the power which give
 you n10tion; still 
lc:-.:; ùid I impnrt to you that spiritual find immortal 
soul which renders you capable of eternal life; you 
have received your being from the Lorù, anù 
lIe it is who preserves it; from lIim alone must 
you hope and expect every blessing." 

he moreover availed her;:,elf of every opportu- 
nity to inculcate some new maxim of piety, teaching 
her son how to D1ake use of creatures as a ladder 
whereby to a:;;cend to the knuwlc{lge of the Crcator, 
an excrcise which ufterwanls became so fiuuiliar to 
the 
aint, that he recommenùed it, in his cc Intro- 
duction to a Devout Life," as a means highly useful 
in the path of spirituality. If they met with a poor 
Juan, she would reminù him that though so dissimilar 
in outward appearance, this poor man was neverthe- 
,. 
less his brother, having the same right a9 himself to 
call God his :Father: circumstal1c
 had placed them 
in diffcrent ranks, though they were equal both in 
nature and grace; and that he ought to guard against 
ill-treating or contemning the poor either in word 
or deed, because, however miserable they might 
seem, they were in the main his equals, having a 
body and soul like himself. In their country 
rambles 
he would pause to look at the poor agri- 
culturalists, remarking to him that it was a comlnon 
error to suppose that the sU5tenance of mankind 
comes from them: they would labour in vain, since, 
"not he who sows, or he who waters," but God 
alone it is who has the power to give incrèase and 
to hring fruit nnd grain to maturity: a hail storm, 
a heavy rain, excesÚve draught, or a blight, being 
sufficient to ravage the fields, destroy the effects of 
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rural labour, produce scarcity in the land and 
famine amongst the people; whilst, on the other 
hand, rain, moderate heat, and seasonable weather, 
(on which a good harvest must depend,) rest en- 
tirely on the will of God, man having no power over 
such things. 
These and similar thoughts, cast like the seed of life 
into the heart of the young saint, produced corres- 
ponding fruit, instilling into him a tender and 
fiducial love towards God, with great compassion 
and zeal fùr his neighbour. I-lis father, too, did not 
fail to ilnpress on his son's mind the importance of 
a ttending to the service of God in early life, of 
applying to study, and to the practice of virtue, 
since the w hole course of a man's life generally 
depends on its beginnings. In glowing terms. he 
depicted the beauty of virtue, and the deformity of 
vice, of which he endeavoured to inspire the greatest 
horror, shewing how degrading it was in a noble 
cavalier to follow 10athsOlne vices which vilify the 
body whilst they expose the soul to irretrievable 
perdition. . 
In fine, if his mother spared no pains to render 
hin1 a good Christian, his father neglected no n1eans 
of inspiring him with the elevated sentin1ents which 
ought to adorn a well-bred gentleman. Both of 
theln succeeded, for they had the consolation of 
being convinced that his virtues made him dear to 
God, whilst men loved him for his amiability. 
The day of departure at length arrived, and, 
having received his parents' blessing, he set out for 
Paris accompanied by a worthy secular pri
st Danled 
John Deage, acting in the capacity of tutor and 
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gunrllian. It was his pious mother"s wish that he 
ShulllJ have a clcrical companion, whose character 
should oLlige hin1 to wutch uver her son's conduct 
as wcll as give him good example; acting in this 
rcspect \ ery differently fr01n those who entrust 
their children to anyone they chance to Illcet with; 
an inùi
cretiun to which we DIay u
cribe the perni- 
cious education of the greater Imrt uf our young 
nobility. 
The tutor, though a nmn of great virtue nnd 
intcgrity, was easily curried away hyauger; a defect 
whid1 
crved to di
play the lllce1.ne::;s of the holy 
you th, who, though often corrected and chastised 
without the slightest reu
un, never \:omplained. 
One day the Countess of 
ales unexpectedly made 
her appearance at the precise nIomcut when he was 
punishing Francis, not only without cause, but even 
"ith great indiscretion: she at once decided on look- 
ing out for another, but her t'ûn would on no account 
cunsent to this; throwing himself at her feet, he 
entreated her not to think of such a change, for that 
he had no doubt he provoked his master, whose anger 
was the natural effect of his tran
gressions, adding 
that even a nlÍld character would have lùst patience 
probably in such a conjuncture; and that his haughty 
temper needed restTaint and rigour :-0. sentinIent 
well worthy of a saint who
e Dlcckncss could not be 
surpassed. 
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CHAPTER IV. 


HIS ARRIVAL AND. SOJOURN IN P ARIS.-HIS RETURN. 


THEY who travel in foreign lands, may find much 
instruction in the multiplicity of objects which 
meet their sight, though in truth all men are not 
capable of this reflection, which ought ever to 
accompany the traveller. But Francis, young as 
he was, found no difficulty in tracing effects to their 
causes, especially the desolation which he witnessed 
in so many places on his road. France was then in 
a deplorable state, the consequence of civil war, 
which under pretext of reforming and supporting 
religion, divided the kingdom into several factions, 
leading to such fearful results as may be better 
imagined than described. Savoy had suffered less 
in this respect, yet the disasters which heresy brings 
upon provinces, were not altogether new to Francis. 
His tutor, with much good sense, made him ob- 
serve, that to be durable, civil society must be 
founded in God; and that uniformity of belief 
alTIOngst the people was of the utmost importance;- 
that piety, justice, and religion contribute to the 
happiness of kingdoms,-and that, if the most flour- 
ishing kingdOlTI of Christendom was reduced to such 
a state, and was destitute of these virtues, how 
reasonable was the inference that these very virtues 
are the most solid foundation of an empire. Reliev- 
ing the te
ium of the journey with these and other 
equally useful considerations they reached Paris, 
where, as is the case in most large cities, the young 
Baron (as he was now called) met with many per- 
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sons of eminent piety, find luany n10re of depraveù 
and vicious life. I Ie 1llad
 it his study to copy the 
example of the virtuous, and to shun the cOInpany 
of the immoral: scarcely ha<l he reached the capital 
than he requested to be conveyed to the College of 
Clermont, to be introduced to the ,Fathers of the 

ocict.r, who welcomed him with the deIUollstrations 
of e...teem and uifection elicited by the nlOdesty, 
gravity, and amiability of his nohle bc
\ring. lIe 
eXplained his intLlltiuns to them, and as they juùgeù 
hini capable of rhetoric, he applied himself with 
such as
iduity, that in two }ears' time he became 
one of the mo
t eloquent speakers of the day. Every 
one udmired his dilihencc, cspc:ciaIly his teachers, 
who, seeing tlU\t he was not ...ati:,fied \\ ith his pre- 
scribed lessons (t
'r he was indefatigable in reading) 
tundc choice of 
Ollle of the best authors 
Jr him, 
from whOln he f:.elccted the lliost elegant pas
age9 
for iuturc occu5ions. Father Xicodex used to say 
of him, "that the Baron of 
ales was as hopeful and 
promising as he was beautitìù." 
Ilaving completed his rhetoric, he applied with 
equal 
uccess to philosophy; his excellent capacity 
joined to his unflagging diligence enabled him to 
study scholastic theology at the sanie tin1e; he haù 
a good opportunity for this, because his guardian 
Deage was then writing it at the ::;orbonne, and 
Francis could avail himself of his manuscripts, assist 
with him at the Theses, and argue with him as well 
as with the ùther students, so that in fact he be- 
canle as well skilled in this science as if he were 
devoting himself exclusively to it; an unequivocal 
indication of hi
 superiur talents, for theology con- 
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tains difficulties enough within itself to occupy even 
a fine intellect. His father had given direction for 
him to learn the accomplishments belonging to an 
elegant education, such as riding, fencing, and danc- 
ing, and although Francis had in his own heart 
decided on embracing the ecclesiastical state, and 
felt a strong repugnance to these secular accomplish- 
ments which he foresaw would be useless to hin1, 
he acquiesced, nevertheless, in the wishes of his 
father, and thus acquired that noble deportment 
and those refined luanners which won all hearts, and 
which he ever retained in spite of the modesty and 
sinlplicity which he professed. I-Ie only gave him- 
self to these exercises by way of diversion and 
amusement; and considering his very earnest appli- 
cation to study, it was well that this sort of recrea- 
tion should have been compulsory. In addition to 
the studies already noticed, he was learning Greek, 
and the positive theology of Genebrardus and 
l\Ialdonat, who were then teaching with the highest 
applause. 
These varied studies acquired for Francis such a 
fund of learning as can scarcely be over-rated, but 
as his humility was equal to his talent, he strove as 
far as possible to conceal his store of knowledge 
from the eyes of rnen, of which we shall be able to 
bring such proofs during the course of this work as 
will suffice to convince the reader that Francis was 
no less learned than he was holy. fIe spent six 
years in his studies at Paris, having Father Suarez 
and Dandino for his masters of philosophy. Anxious 
as his friends were to make him a great man accord- 
ing to the world, he was no less anxious to advance 
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in the science of the 
aints: he did not think that 
his studies ought to be the only one, or even the 
chief of his occupations; he devoted a considerable 
part of his time to picty; convinced that true 
devotion, far from spoiling, serVC3 to perfect other 
things, and that thc time employed in the service 
of the Lord is afterwards repaid by I Iim, by the 
ble
sing which lIe imparts to other actious under- 
takcn for I Ii:: glory, the sole object of all IIis works. 
lIe joined the confraternity of our Blessed Lady, a 
seminary of piety as experience has bhewn; his 
virtue was soon r(,>c()gni..æd, anù he was clcctcll 
a:,si
tant and prcfect. 
"r cll knowing the importance of good direction, 
he chose an excellent spiritual guide, to whom he 
candidly unfolded all the :,ecrcts of his soul; by his 
advice he had recourse to the sacraments of conf
s- 
sion and communion every :::)unJay and festival, and 
he did his best to induce his compclniolls to the 
same laudable custonl. One evening he invited a 
compatriot to come anù breakfast with him the next 
D10rning; they met accordingly, when Francis with 
holy ingenuity persuaded him first to accompany 
him to the Church tor confession and communion, 
after which he said to him, "'\T e will go home to 
breakfast whenever you like, but I was anxious to 
introduce you first to this, the best and grandest of 
all banquets." In all matters of importance, he 
regulated his conduct by the advice of his confessor, 
saying that if he who travels in an unknown country 
stands in need of a guide, still more necessary is a 
guide to those who pace the road to heave
 amidst 
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8 thousand obstacles and dangers, and surrounded 
on all sides by enemies. 
By the advice of his director he read the sacred 
Scriptures, making them his deligh t, and for the bet- 
ter understanding of them he began to study Hebrew, 
a language of little use excepting for such reading. 
He was assiduous in assisting at sern10ns and visit- 
ing Churches; faithful to prayer and to frequent 
elevations of the heart to God, thus practising the 
virtues of the cloister in the luidst of the world. 
In proportion as he shunned the society of the 
vicious, so did he seek that of persons consecrated 
to God. He particularly relished the cOlnpany of 
Father Ange de Joyeuse, in whom he used to say 
that he beheld the world and all its pomps subjected 
to the humility of the cross. This worthy religious 
admiring the purity and innocence of the young 
lord, held frequent intercourse with him, inspiring 
him with contempt for worldly things, and this with 
all the more efficacy, as he himself having possessed 
all that is deemed precious on earth, was fully com- 
petent to assure his youthful friend that peace of 
heart will not be found in delights, or in the gran- 
deurs which the world displays in order to seduce 
us; he often told him that an idle, easy life is utterly 
opposed to man's true condition, who, according to 
the oracle of the I-Ioly Ghost, is born to labour; 
penance being not only necessary as a means of 
cancelling sins committed, but also as a preservative 
of innocence; and he gave as a reason, the well- 
known propensity natural to man to abuse his free 
will by sinning, "Therefore," said the Father, "we 
must use all our skill to correct this propensity by 
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means of penance and Inortificntion, depriving our- 
selves even of that which is lawful, in order that 
nature nmy not urge us to that which is unlawful;" 
anù he aùùed that this reflection had worked so 
powertitlly in him as to induce ]}im to for
nke the 
wodd with all that he had, or could haye hoped for in 
it to b
come a Capuchin. 11"rancis admired the really 
angelical piety of ,Futher ...\nge, nnù he u" -ù to watch 
the hours of his serving at ,,\las3, that he t 0 mi<Tht be 
pre
ent; and be u--ed often to exclaim tù a companion 
of his named John Paquelet; U 0 my t;od, what a 
beautiful example we have before our eyes in the per- 
!')n of this religious man, who born a prince, and 
brought up amongst princes,-the tavourite of kings; 
after pcrforn1Ïng so many brilliant acts both in peace 
and war ;-after having administered the first offices 
of a kingdolu;-hnving po

s
ed riches, title
, and 
honour
, ends by turning his back upon the worl<1, 
and clothing hinu
elf in 8ack-c1oth, preferring to be 
an abject in thc house of the Lord rather than dwell 
in the hou5es of the great; look at him attenuated 
by fasts, barefooted, dressed in a mean habit; assur- 
edly God calls us to llimself by giving us such a. 
Dlodel I" 
Judging from these and similar expressions, Denge 
began to suspect that Francis was thinking of 
enIbracing the ecclesiastical state, or else of entering 
some religious order, a step which he kncw would 
be unsatisfactory to the Count of 
ales. lIe watched 
the austere mode of life pursued by the young lord, 
who studiously endeavoured to concenl his penances. 
lIe already wore a hair cloth three daY3 in the week, 
frequently used the discipline, besidcs fasting ngor 
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ously. Although the Saint never believed true 
devotion to consist in corporal austerities, he well 
knew that mortifications of the body are a powerful 
stimulus to piety, and therefore never omitted them, 
using them as a means of bridling the senses, and of 
subjecting the members to reason; moreover he 
would thus imitate the sufferings of the Son of God, 
from which ours derive all their value and merit. 
About this time he conceived the idea of conse- 
crating his virginity to God, which he had hitherto 
preserved unsullied. To render his purpose per- 
manent, he bound himself to it by vow. To D1ake 
this oblation ,vith greater fervour and recollection, 
he retired to the church of St. Stephen, which being 
but little frequented, was better suited to his pur- 
pose; and here accordingly, he often withdrew to 
pray. Here, before a devout image of the Blessed 
Virgin l\Iary, after giving vent to the desires of his 
heart in long and fervent prayer, he bespught our 
Lord to accept his perpetual renunciation of all 
sensual pleasures, and mercifully deign to receive 
the sacrifice of his body, as He had already favoured 
him by the acceptation of his heart, praying for the 
graces necessary to persevere in a resolution inspired 
by His Divine l\Iajesty, acknowledging that without 
His special assistance he could not remain faithful 
to his promise, to which he now pledged hiInself by 
vow; he next placed hiInself under the protection of 
our Blessed Lady, begging her to be his advocate 
with God, and to obtain grace for him, without 
which, vain would be the attempt of man to pre- 
serve continency. 
The Saint hoped that he had shielded himself 
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against temptations and the nttacks of the devil, 
and that he nlight now live in peace and tran- 
quillity; lmt .Almighty God was plen
ed to put his 
virtue to the test, valuing those victories but little 
which are gained without cOInbat. lIe therefore 
permitted the devil to assail hirn with one of the 
most di
trcs
ing, n10st terrifying, and most violent 
of temptations; he clouded his mind, infl1
ed such 
horror into his thou!!hts, and filled hi
 memor,}" with 
such gloomy fancie
, that his heart was completely 
upset; terrific perturbation succeeded the sweet 
peace to which he had been accustomed, so that he 
seemed to conceive an aversion for those \'"ery thinga 
which had hitherto been his delight; to all this was 
nòded spiritual aridity, which rendered him in!':en- 
sible to all that is most sweet in the 5ervice of the 
Lord. The devil, whom 
cripture represents to us 
son1etin1es a
 a lion which openly attack9 us, nnd 
sometimes a
 a serpent which 
trives to seduce by its 
cunning, perpetually tormented him with the ide
 
tllnt all he was doing for God would be useless, 
that his irreparable perditio!1 was already fixed in 
the Divine decrees, and that he undoubtedly was of 
the number of the reprobate. This is n temptation 
often permitted by God to those whon1 lIe destines 
to the direction of souls, Dot only that they may 
know how to compassionate, but may also learn by 
experience how to guide tho
e who are thus assailed, 
for, after all, "he who has not been tempted, what 
knoweth he?" 
In Francis the struggle was so terrible as to affect 
his body; his soul had long been filled with the 
holy fear of God, whom he hoped to possess; l1Ïs 
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heart was burning with tender love for Him; hence, 
to use his own expression, he felt as if he must die 
of very grief at the idea of being doomed to hate 
and blaspheme Him eternally; and this was his 
usual thought: such was the effect of his alarm and 
dread, that his body though naturally robust, 
becanle unequal to its proper functions; he lost 
both sleep and appetite; his complexion was jaun- 
diced, and his eyes encircled váth a dark halo; his 
countenance betrayed the de8!peration which was 
wrestling in his heart. The reader will perhaps 
suspect exaggeration in this recital, but whoever 
knows by experience or otherwise, the oppression 
which the thought of being eternally separated from 
God, must occasion in a soul that loves, will easily 
credit this account, for all the authors who have 
written the life of our Saint dwell on this conflict 
as one of the most fearful that our Lord could have 
permitted. Deage, who loved him as if he were his 
son, observed these serious effects, though without 
being aware of their cause; in vain did he question 
the pious youth who was unwilling to discover his 
grief, he felt too much shame to confess that his 
heart told him that he belonged to the reprobate, 
and this silence was a refined artifice of the devil's, 
who strives to strike dumb souls that are tempted, 
lest an humble and sincere exposure of their malady 
should effect its cure, well knowing that this is quite 
sufficient to dissipate it, whereas concealment in
 
creases and exasperates it. This temptation lasted for 
a whole nlonth; but at last God was pleased to free 
him from it without the aid of man; hence we see 
that if our Lord left the devil the power to tempt 
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and try Frnn('i
 in order to in
pire 11im with diffi- 
dl'IlCe of self: awl to stn>ngthC'n him in humility, a 
yirtue so nccl':-,'ary to thost: who are t\) be raiscd to 
a hi,yh dl',rree of ..:anctit y lIe at lca
t SUfT g c<;;tcd to 
o 0 ., 0 
him the means of relieving himsclf from the trial. 
One evening on his return home from coJIege, he 
in
pircd hiln with the thought of visiting the 
Church of bt. Stephen, where he had ofTered th
 
fair lily of hi
 virginity to God: on cntering the 
Church, a tablet appt..uded to the wall arfl'
ted his 
attention. Curiusity induccd him tu c:\.aminc it, whcll 
he found it c'Jn
i
tcd of the prayer (ascribcd by 
some to 
t. ..\.ustin, by others to St. Bernard, be- 
ginning 'l\Icmorare Pii
sim:l,' &c; nnd this prayer 
W
l
 dp",tinl'd to prove his r(>mc(ly. Prostratt: before 
the nltar ('If the Bles!o-,>d Yirgm )lnr)", he dcvoutly 
recited this little pruycr, renewed the sacrifice of his 
yirginity to her as his lady, promised to crown ]lI'r 
daily his queen by the recitation of thc ro
ary, and 
bt>!!
eù of her in \!xchange. that. if indeelÌ he was 
not to love a God so worthy of nll love in the next 
life, at least to obtain fl)r him the grnce to love IIim 
as much as it was pos::;ible in this; he concluded his 
prayer by imploring her to become his advocate 
with our Lorll. the God of all consolation, yet 0. God 
to whom he did 110t dare have recourse. A suppli- 
cation thus fervent, and nltogedlcr so contrary to 
the s
ntiments of a reprobate was soon rc
ponded to. 
.A.t fir
t, he could only address him=,elf to God in 
terms cxpressive of his diffidence; according to one 
author of his life, he gave vent to his 
orrowing 
feelings as follows: "ßhall I then be dC'prh-ed of 
the favour of the Lord, who ha5 so oftcn allowed me 
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to relish the sweet flavour of His delights; and 
who has shewn Himself so atniable to nle I 0 love I 
o charity! 0 beauty! to you have I consecrated 
all my affection. Shall I then no longer enjoy your 
deligh ts ? Shall I no more be inebriated from the 
abundance of your table? Shall I no longer drink 
of the torrent of your consolations? Oh I well-be- 
loved tabernacles of the God of Jacob, shall I no 
more traverse you in my way to the house of God? 
o Virgin 
Iother of God, most beautiful of the 
daughters of Jerusaleln! You, whose gifts might 
rejoice hell itself, shall I then never behold you in 
the kingdom of your Son? You, who are beautiful 
as the nloon, elect and perfect as the sun! Anl I 
not to participate in the immense benefit of redemp- 
tion? Did not my s4\veet Jesus die for me? Ah 
dearest Lady, let what will become of me, at least 
allow me to love you in this life if I should be 
unable to love you in the next; if I am indeed to 
be of the number of those who shall never see your 
face, do not permit me ever to be of the number of 
those who will curse and blaspheme your holy name; 
in hell there are none who praise you." On this 
occasion he cast himself into the arms of God with 
such entire confidence and submission to His divine 
will, as to deserve to be completely delivered from 
the temptation. He himself acknowledges that at 
the very 1110ment he finished his prayer it seemed to 
him as if a heavy weight was renloved from his 
heart, and as if the scales of a leprosy fell from his 
body; so much so, that the violence of the devil 
being arrested, he felt as it were, the effects of that 
water which descending ill1petuously from 
Iount 
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I.Jibanu
, heretofor
 restored tlw leper's flesh to t11e 
pure freshne

 of intimcy. Tranquillity of soul 
wus re-;tored to him in un instant, and, what was 
still 11lOre remarkable, hi
 forlner health and vigour 
returned; his guardian and hb friends noticed the 
change, when he related to the former the origin, 
the progre:,:" and the cessation of his trial, which 
Deage ascribed to some strong passion which th.e 
poor youth deemed it impossible to m1J.
ter, tor ncver 
would he have expected to find in a boy of 
ixtccn 
so deep a sense of divine love, that the fear of not 
loving God hereafter, wa
 capable ûf producing such 
strange symptum
, and such soul-fèlt grief; he 
blamed him for his indiscreet silence, and still n10re 
tor the pernicious shame tha.t had occasioned it; he 
Inade hiln prombe thenceforth always to disclose his 
temptations and his whole intprior to }1Îm. But 
Francis never after needed these confidential conl- 
munications, kcause the peace which our Blessed 
Lady obtained tor hinl was permanent; nor did the 
devil for a long time venture to assail a soul that 
had trÎ\l1nphed over hin1 in the very bloom of youth. 
Full well nlight the fiend pre:sage the defeats to 
which he would later be exposed at the hands of 
one in whom love was already so strong; whilst we 
may safely say that the love of our saintly youth 
was stronger than hen, since he would have wished 
to have loved hi
 God trc.l
 in hell. 
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CHAPTER V. 


RETURNS TO SAVOY. IS SENT TO PADUA. 


'\V HrLST the Baron was pursuing his studies, he 
was also advancing with rapid strides in the path 
of Christian virtue. The recently-obtained grace 
stimulated him to a still more ardent love of God, 
and the love of God rendered sweet and pleasant to 
hilll his meditations on the Divine cOlumands, in 
which, when he applied hinlself, his heart became 
in1n1ersed in heavenly sweetness. lIe was thus grow,- 
ing in grace, when he received orders from his father 
to visit the chief cities of France, and then return to 
Savoy. His departlì.re was sincerely regretted by 
his Parisian acquaintance; this was pa.rticularly 
shown by four French gen tlemen, who, in sheer 
courtesy, accon1panied him as far as Lyons, nor did 
they separate from, hirl1 without tears, so completely 
had he conciliated their esteem and respect. Father 
Stephen Binet, who was his companion in the 
schools, declared that to hÏ1n Francis appeared as 
an angel in human forn1, and he noticed that the 
licentioug shunned his presence, whereas the virtu- 
ous sought his company. 
His journey was not long, for, as there were then 
four rival parties forming in France, the roaòs were 
not very secure for travellers; though, as war had 
not actually burst forth, he arrived at Sales without 
encountering any dangers, in the year 1584. 
Francis was then in the eighteenth year of his age, 
was handsonle in person, forward in learning, engag- 
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iug in cou"er
a.tion, aUlI affable ill hi
 nlanncr aud 
depurtment. Ilis p.Lrents Werc highly gratified 
when they fouuJ that, luutl a
 famc haJ been iu his 
prais(; fame in thi;i ill
tance hat! not exaggerated. 
Politene

 required that he should pay visib tu hi., 
fncnds and relative:'!, whu nIl uJmired the sterling 
qU:Lliti
 of his luinJ, and his angelic ;,0ul for1Uell tu 
sllcceeù in the 1110:-t lofty of ellterpri.lcs. The COllnte
s 
of bales flattereù herself that now nuthin..! wuulJ 
ß!,!uin sepa.ra.tc her from 
u dear a 
ûn, mid that !:Ihc 
would be left tu enjoy the fruit of the excellent 
edllcation bl'stowecl upon him. but hi
 father had 
decided on sClldin fT him. to Pa,lu:1, rc..;olving to afford 
him, 110 mattcr at what expcn:-ic, every Ildvantu rr c 
nmllllcans uf su
ta.illing the vnst P')
:)c5sions and the 
high name which he wa
 to inherit. J Ie fi.1iletl not 
to give him the hc..;t advice suited to hig position, 
conver8in
 fre
ly and f:l.ll1iliarJy with hinl, but with- 
out lessening the authority which a father r-;honld 
e,er nlaintain in his intercourse with his chilùren; 
though this authority should not impose such a 
constraint as to induce children to yield rather from 
tear than love. Conceiving :Francis to be destined 
to the world and the court, he taught him the 
maxims which would enable hinl to acquit himself 
of his duties with credit. lIe spoke to him of the 
flattery and deception which usually prevail in 
courtly circles; and warned him of the want ofsincer- 
ity which he would Ineet with, and of the intrigues 
to which men will stoop. when self-interest or ambit;on 
are in question. In glowing term5 he depicted the 
dangerous falls to which. as a young nobleman, he 
woulù be exposed, unless reason ruled his conduct, 
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and, that unless he stood upon his guard, some 
unexpected accident might cast him down; he re- 
luiadeJ him, that though respect was certainly due 
to the great ones of the world, condescension be- 
comes a vice, when anything contrary to virtue is 
required. But, above all, he strove to impress this 
maxim deeply in his mind, "that whoever attaius 
to a high post by iniquitous means, besides having 
to bear the continual reproaches of his own heart, 
is in danger of losing himself with dishonour. A 
Christian ought t'o make it an impossibility to betray 
the interests of God for the sake of any created 
object." Having thus given him the best advice, 
and as much of it as time admitted, he sent him to 
Padua, that he might apply himself to the study of 
civil and canon law in that famous university, which 
then yielded to none in Italy. 
It was not without extreme regret that the 
Countess, his mother, consented to this journey, but 
she considered it her inviolable law to obey her hus- 
band, who endeavoured to make her approve the 
reasons which induced him to deprive himself for a 
few years longer of the society of a son so precious 
to them both. 
Francis set out with the same tutor and guardian 
who had accompanied hin1 to Paris. The pious 
youth was aware of the high renown of the univer- 
sityof Padua, and therefore willingly quitted his 
own country to go and pursue his studies there. 
Jurisprudence was then taught by Guido Pancirolo, 
a U1an of consummate ability, whilst Father Anthony 
Possevin, of the Society of Jesus, one of the most 
experienced of spiritual masters, likewise resided there. 
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Francis chose the tòrnlCr for his teacher and tbe 
l:ttter for his director; undcr the direction of these 
two, it i;;; scarccly surprising that he should have 
bccome so grcat n man as he did in process of time. 
Thc Baron was dclighted to have met with two such 
masters, nor can we dcscribe his caO"ernros to profit 
by the teaching of 1l1Cn whose renown had even 
reached him in Paris. lIe anin1ah'd himself to stuùy 
and to piety by the well-kno" n sclf-interrogatory of 
the great _\rsenius, "For what diJ
t thou como 
hither?" adding, that as the days of Ino.n'a life are 
but short and flee away like a shadow, "c are boun<l 
to employ thel11 well, if at the Inomcnt of death we 
would avoiù an acculnulation of useless regret, sufli- 
dent to drive us to despair. Father Possevin seems 
to have known by supernatural instinct, the eminent 
sanctity to which Ollr Lort! called this young noble- 
nun; n10rcover, \\ e may piously conjecture that he 
foresaw t11at he wa::i destined to be one of the most 
celebrated prelates of thp Church; hence, learned as 
the father '\a
, and illustrious as he was rendcred 
by his tre.'l.ties with the governments of Sweden, 
1>01and, and )Iu
covy, (when he was employed as 
envoy by the Homan 
ee,) he thought it no degra- 
dation to devote himself to the careful spiritual 
direction of Francis. lIe one day told the father, that 
although he relished the study of the laws, he felt a 
much stronger inclination to the study of theology, 
to which he daily devoted some hours, not only to 
schola
tic, but even to D1ystical theology. Possevin 
highly commended this plan, and judging from 
the fine dispo:,itions which he perceived in him, 



40 


s. FRAXCIS DE SALES. 


concluded that he wuuld in time become a great 
nlan. 
Discoursing once on the state of life which he 
should enter upon when he had finished his studies, 
the father exhorted hiln to turn his mind to heavenly 
things, seeing that Divine Providence was reserving 
for him the charge of the bi.shopric of Geneva, and 
assuring him that his soul was not intended for the 
debates of parliaments and senates; that there was 
somp-thing far nlare glorious in announcing the word 
of God, than in composing the petitions for a senate. 
Believing him destined to carry the faith to rebel- 
lious subjects of the Church, to decide disputes 
between sectaries, and to be the prop of religion in 
his own country, he endeavoured to qualify hinl for 
so Ï1nportant a lllinistry, for which, learning without 
virtue, (as he reminded him,) or virtue Wit1lout 
learning would not suffice. 1Vhere a person has 
only to attend to his own salvation, one filay be 
satisfied with ordinary virtue; but God requires 
more in those who have to attend to the sanctifica- 
tion of others, for, according to the oracle of the 
Holy Ghost, since the lips of a priest are the guar- 
dians of learning, he ought to be well instructed, 
that he may be aule to give an account of the faith 
which he professes. Possevin knew from experience 
that the ignora.nce of the clergy had contributed 
more towards the progress of heresy, than the incli- 
nation of the people for freedOlll of opinion; and he 
concluded that as heresy owed more to presumption 
than to learning, so it grew strong on the ignorance 
which then prevailed over the greater part of 
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Europe. nnù that it might be arrested by sound 
religious lcarnin
. 
These di
cour'cs with his excellent director in- 
duced the holy youn!! man to devote all his tinw to 
works of pil'ty and. to study. 1 [is studit.s wpre 
neither directed to intcrc::;t, curio
jtr. or nmbitioll, 
but to pure charity anù the glory of God alonc; und 
the
e motiv(;s renùered study so easy to him, that 
his mnstcrs were utterly 
tollished nt the rapidity 
of his progr ",c;. 
.About this time he Illt't with the little book called 
the .. 
piritual Combat;" he rend it as f\ letter s('nt 
to him by 
\llllighty Got1, nnd tor beventeeu years 
always carried it about with hiln, praising it on all 
occasion
. rrhe t)um of ::)t. fhomuc:; Wus ev"r open 
in his clo
et, for he hud no mind to bc of the nUluber 
of thuse tJlPalogians who know nothing of 
t. Tho- 
mas, unlp
j whcn there is an opportunity of impugn- 
ing his sentences; he simply m1mitted hi
 truth
, 
because ancient, though not as if they were cternal; 
and he used to say that one ought to have reCOUf:,e 
to this book in order to be able to understand all 
others. lIe took great ple3:,ure in studying the 
works cf St. Bonaventure. fronl whom, I think, he 
D1USt ha.ve copied that affective style which seems 
almost natural to him. I Ie reaù Holy 
cripture 
with great respect, and studied 
t. A.ustin, St. 
Jerome, St. John ChrysostOlll, and "t. Bernard, but 
above all, he admired the 
weet style of ðt. Cyprian, 
whom he endeavoured to copy, composing little 
treatises similar to those written by that great 
saint. Unfortunately, the ravugc
 of time, or his 
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own humility, has robbed us of these his early effu- 
SIons. 
It is astonishing how Father Possevin, notwith- 
standing his numerous and important occupations, 
cl)ntrived not only to give hilll the advice he did, 
but even to spend two hours with him daily, ex- 
pounding St. Thomas and reading Bellarmine's Con- 
troversies, then recently printed. Thus did he form 
him to eloquence, of which he afterwards became so 
distinguished a master. Possevin's diligence was well 
seconded by the assiduous attention of Francis, who 
thus became the great man he did, for it is scarcely 
to be supposed that such great talent, joined to such 
indefa.tigable study, should not prove succes3ful. It 
must not be believed that Francis converted heretics 
by the mere power of his gentleness; strong argu- 
ment acquired by study, contributed much towards 
these conversions; for the heart is seldom gained till 
the n1ind is vanquished, and it is learning which 
must triumph over error. 
But Possevin's object was not merely to make 
him a learned :man. Perceiving in this young man 
a pure, humble, and docile heart, which allowed 
itself to be guided by grace, he spared no pains in 
its cultivation, that it might be capable of the most 
heroic and sublime virtues, and he gave hirrl pre- 
servatives against all that might corrupt its purity. 
lIe taught him to behold God in every creature, to 
raise himself to God by means of those very things. 
which seen1 likely to divert us from Him; and to 
acknowledge that in the various accidents of human 
life, nothing happens to us but by the orders of 
Providence. fIe next applied him to prayer, to 
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meditation and contemplation, instructing him in 
this art, so difficult yet so neccs:;ury for comluct- 
ing souls tl> God; an art so neglectcd th(
t we often 
see men assuming to be Inasters of it hefure they 
have even bceu scholars; whl> would teach hefure 
th
y ha.ve learned, and who, difficult as is the task 
of O'ùvcrnin cr souls and ren'ulatinO' the P a..;::!ious of 
o 0 0 0 
Inen, undertake it without bein
 qualifiCtI for it. 
insomuch that 
t. Bcrnard nlight now with good 
reasùn deplùre this disorder, R3 in hia own day he 
wept over it in hi
 eightccnth tiermon on the 
Càntide
. 
Francis drew up the most exact rules for his own' 
guidance; they dcscrve recording here, for they Inay 
be of great use to all young stlldent
 who aiul at 
high perfection. They di3close to U -j the signal 
virtue which he had even then acquired, though still 
in the bloOln of life, living in the world at a distance 
from home, so that fear and respect for his parents 
had no share in them. 
Amidst the unbridled license which but too often 
prevails in large universities, he so regulated his life 
that a novice-master would scarcely (even in an 
austere order) have e
acted as much from his dis- 
ciples. 
Let it not be supposed that these rules are the 
composition of any of the 
n.int's partisans. Charles 
Augustus copied them from the original, written by 
Francis whilst he was at Padua, and we copy them 
faithfully translated therefrom. 
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THE RULE OF LIFE OF ST. FRANCIS OF SALES. 


" I will always prefer the exercise of preparation 
to all other things, making it at least once a day, 
namely, in the morning. I will especially luake use 
of it in all extraordinary occasions which n1ay befall 
me, which I will take for the subject of my exercise. 
And as this preparation is, as it were, the forerunner 
which precedes all action, I will strive by n1eans of 
it to dispose myself for the well-performance of each 
action. 
" The first part of . this exercise must be invoca- 
tion; acknowledging myself exposed to an infinity of 
dangers, I will invoke the Divine assistance, saying, 
, 0 Lord, unless Thou guardest my heart, in vain do 
they watch who keep it;' moreover, knowing that 
conversation has made me fail on former occasions, 
I will chide myself. ' 0, my soul,' will I boldly say, 
'from early age I have suffered frequent persecu- 
tions. 0 God, be my protector, nlY place of refuge I 
save me from the snares of my enemies. Lord, if 
Thou wilt, Thou canst render me pure.' In fine, I 
will beseech Him to make me worthy to spend this 
day without sin, to which, that which is written in 
the one hundred and forty-third psalm will nluch 
contribute: 'Deliver me, 0 Lord, from my enenlies, 
hecause I have recourse to Thee; teach me to do 
Thy will, because Thou art my God. Thy good 
Spirit will conduct me in the right path; and fIr 
the glory of Thy holy name Thou wilt vivify me in 
Thy equity.' 
" Imagination is the second part, and this is nothing 
else but a foresight of all that may happen during 
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tIle clay. I win think s
riously of a11 the 
,('nts I 
may eucount
r. the companics .I may be in, the places 
I may he invited to; and tln1s conjecturing the ri
ks 
I may run, ] will. hy OUf I
ord's grac(', l)c C'antiou'i 
in all the dangerous occaf-ions in which 1 lUay fiud 
myself. 
" lJi.
po
ition is the third part. AftPf ju(li{"ion
ly 
conjf'ctnring the various labyrinths wllich Jl1fiY eal.;ily 
dra" me aside from the right path, and expose me 
t.) the risk of losing m}.self: I will dilig(>ntly consider 
and seek out the Du
an3 of shunning fal,e steps; I 
win arran
e whatever I may have to rlo, the met}lOd 
and order to be pUfsued in matters of business, or 
in spf'aking to my companion
, the df'COrUlll to he 
oh:,erycd, and all that I have either to embrace or to 
avoid. 
" Resolufion is the fourth part. Con
(,(plpnt upon 
the preceding act
, shaH tùllow a firm re
olution of 
nevpr more offending God, ('c;pccinBy this dny, ani- 
mating myself by these words of the roynl prupl1et: 
"Yell, my soul, wilt thou not obpy thy God and 
place Thy salvation in IIiIn?' Oh! how base it is 
to let oneself be drawn to evil, contrary to the love 
nnù wi"h of our Creator! and this for the fear, love, 
desire, or hatred of any creature, DO n1atter of what- 
ever rank or condition. Certainly this Lord of in- 
finite majesty, worthy of infinite love, honour, and 
service, could not be 80 contemned excepting from 
our want of courage. Who could ever contravene 
His just laws to escape some misfortune to the body? 
S(ìme injury to property or honour? 'Yhat can 
creatures do to us? Let us then console ourselves, 
and 
a)" with the Psalmist, 'Let the impiou
 do their 
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worst, God is powerful enough to subdue them; 
let the world despise me as it will, He who sitteth 
above the cherubim is my protector. 
"The fifth part is Recommendation, whereby I shall 
remit myself entirely, and all that belongs to me, into 
the hands of Infinite Goodness, entreating Him ever 
to watch over me. I will unreservedly, and without 
exception, resign the entire care of myself to Him, 
saying to Irinl with my whole heart, 'One favour 
have I asked of Thee, 0 my Lord and my Jesus! 
and again do I ask it of Thee, namely, that I may 
adhere to Thy will all the days of my life: to Thee 
do I recommend my soul, my mind, my heart, my 
memory, my will, my intellect; give me grace 
always to serve, love, please, and honour Thee.' " 


SEVEN ARTICLES FOR THE WELL PERFORM: ANCE OF DAILY 
ACTIONS, PRESCRIBED TO HIMSELF BY FRANCIS. 


1. In the morning, as soon as I awake, I will 
return thanks to God in the words of the Psalulist : 
" I will think of Thee in the morning, for Thou art 
my helper." Then I will reflect on some mystery, 
for instance, the devotion of the shepherds, who went 
to adore Him at His birth, or on His appearing to 
His blessed l\fother at IIis Resurrection, or on the 
diligence of the l\Iarys, whose piety led them to the 
sepulchre before the sun had risen. I will consider 
that Jesus is the true light of sinners, dissipatjng 
the darkness of infidelity and guilt. I will therefore 
say with holy Dayid: "I will appear before Thee in 
the morning; Thou art a God that hateth iniquity;" 
therefore will I shun it with all my power. 



s. FR \l\CIS DB SALES. 


47 


2. I win nev('r fuil dnily to henr mn
s; find that I 
mny nssist at thi.. ineflìlhte mystery fig I ought, I 
will Sllmmon all the po" ers of my soul to ùo thí'ir 
duty, Rnd to conle and 
hold the prodigy which 
God has wrought on earth, saying to my
clf: "Let 
us go over to llethlcllem, and 8re the 'V'ord made 
:FIl',h, and which the Lord hath shown us, and 
which, tor our cÛll"oln.tion, is r('newed in our 
churches, by the words which Gof} puts in the 
mouth of the priests at the time of consecration." 
3. .As tllt
 body need:, occasional repose, to recruit 
it \\ hen exhausted by labour, so, too, docs the 
oul 
need rest from time to time, when it should s\\ eetly 

lumher in the bosom of it:-, <.Ii, ine bpouse. I will 
therefore choose certain determinah
 time:3 for this 
sacred repo
e on the brea
t of my :)u, iour, in imita- 
tion of tbe belo, ed disciple; and as in natural steí'p 
all the corporol powers are at rest, so in the úth ). 
will I retire within my
e1t: attending to no other 
concerns than those of the dh.ine will and of obedi- 
ence; rep
ating with the royal prophet, "t>urgite, 
l)o
tquum sederiti
, qui manducatis panenl doloris: 
you who eat the br
ad of sorrow, by the considera- 
tion of your own and others' sins, do not ari..e or 
ent
r upon the toils and occupations of this world, 
until you have taken rest in the consideration of 
eternal truths." 
4. If I should be unable to find nny otller time 
for this spiritual repose (as may often happen) I will 
steal a little ii'om the hours usually appropriu.t
d to 
natural sleep, either by 1) ing awake in my bcd, if I 
cannot do otherwise, or by rising after DIY first 
sleep, or by ri"ing earlier in the morning, bearing in 
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mind these words of our Saviour, "'V atcll and pray, 
that ye may not enter into temptation." 
5. Should our Lord do me the favour of awaken- 
ing me in the night, I will inlmediately rouse my 
heart with these words: "In the middle of the night 
a cry was raised, behold the bridegroOln cometh ;" 
and I will go forth to meet Hitn. Then, reflecting 
on the exterior darkness, I will consider that of lilY 
soul, and of the souls of sinners, forming the follow- 
iug prayer upon the Canticle of Zacharias: "Ah, 
Lord! since Thou deignest to visit us, by the bowels 
of Thy mercy enlighten those who walk in darkness, 
and who rest in the shadow of death; direct their 
steps in the way of peace;" or I will use the words 
of David: "In the night-time raise your hands to 
heaven and bless the Lord." I will say, "I remem- 
bered Thy nalne in the night, 0 Lord, and have 
kept Thy ways; I will water my couch with my 
tears, &c.: exercise contrition even in your beds." 
6. Turning frOlD time to time to my God and 
Saviour, I will say, "No, Thou dost not sleep, who 
keepeth IsraelI The deepest darkness of nigh t 
offers no obstacle to Thy divine rays: Thou, who in 
the middle of the night wast pleased to be born of 
Thy most pure l\Iother, canst likewise give birth to 
Thy favours in our souls. Ah, most lnerciful l{e- 
deelner! so enlighten my poor heart with the rays 
of Thy grace, that it nlay never more sleep in the 
night of sin; never pennit nlY enelnies to say, vVe 
have vanquished hÜn." Finally, having considered 
the darkness of my soul, I will say, "0 vigilant 
Guardian I must there be still nlore of the night of 
our Î1nperfectionsI" and I will listen to the answer, 
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"The morn of good inspirution
 ig come; why Iov- 
cst thOll ùarkne.,s rather than light 1" &c. 
7. \s nocturnal fears may sOffiL.times interfere 
with my d
votions, I wiU remember my gooù angd, 
who watches at my right hand, and will rdlcct on 
the ,.erse of the psalm, H ðcuto circumdubit te veri- 
tas cjus, non timebis a timore nocturuo: The shielcl 
of confidence in God will protect lue, ther
fl>re I 
have nothing to fear: the LJrJ is my light awl my 
salvation; whonl shan I fear 1" which is a:õ; good fiS 
to say, neither the sun nor its rays arc tHY chief 
light, nor can they give U1C sat'ëty; God alone cau 
do this, and lIe is as propitious to me by night as 
by day. 
'Ve may remark here that the saint had a dread 
of ghost:" as he at'terwards owns he had; to overcome 
this fear, he would not be accompanied hy another 
person, for tha.t would only ha;.e incrl'aseù his timi- 
dity; but in solitary und obscure places he dwelt on 
the retlection of the Divine Presence, animating 
him,;clf by such reasons as these = "'\oat has he to 
fear who has God with him 1" &c. Ly degrees he 
completely subdued this sense of fear, the excess of 
which sometimes makes men ridiculou
. 


OF SPIRITUAL REPOSE. 


1. After having chosen a fitting season for this sacred 
repose, I will recall to mind all the good emotions, 
desires, inspirations, affections, and resolutions which 
God has given me at other times, and which lIe 
has allowed me to enjoy, in the consideration of IIis 
sacred mysteries, of the beauty of virtue, of the 
YOLo 1.-4. 
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nobility of IIim whom I serve,. and of His infinite 
benefits. I will not forget the favour He did TIle of 
weakening my senses and limbs by illness, for this 
was very useful to me; I will henee draw fresh mo- 
tives for confirming myself in my resolution of not 
offending God. 
2. I will :fix my mind on the consideration of the 
vanity, of the grandeur, honours, and conveniences 
of the world; I will reflect on their transitory and 
uncertain nature, on their inability to satisfy and 
:fill the heart, in consequence of which the heart will 
despise and abhor them, saying, "Accursed be such 
devilish instruments! common alike to the ilnpious 
and the fool; far be ye from me; go elsewhere in 
search of those who desire you and will receive 
you 1" 
3. I will sweetly rest in the consideration of the 
defoflnity, abasement, and deplorable misery to be 
found in vice, and in souls addicted to it; then, 
without agitation and uneasiness, I will say to my- 
self, "Sin is utterly unworthy of a right-minded per- 
son; it merely gratifies the Í111agination; it throws 
a thousand scruples, anxieties, uneasinesses, and bit- 
tprnesses into the heart; but even if it did not do 
this, to know that it displeases God is quite enough 
to make us detest it." 
4. I will dwell on the consideration of the excel- 
lence of virtue, which, beautiful, noble, generous, 
powerful, and attractive as it is, renders man exte- 
riorly and interiorly beautiful and dear to God; it 
is peculiarly appropriate to man, to WhOlll it ever 
brings consolation and delight; it sanctifies him and 
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tran:o;fl1rms him into an nngcJ, anù givcs Ilim a pnrn- 
òice IH.
re on enrth. 
5. I will admire the beauty of n1Ïnd or reason 
which GoJ has given to man, to erve as a light 
whereby he may discern O'ood from evil, loving fintI 
embracing the former anJ ahominatin rr the latter; 
and a
sureJly \\e should do thb if \\c folluwed the 
light given us by God in order that we lIlay seo 
where we ought to place our fCt:t. If we allowed 
ourselycs to be guided by IIis maxim
 \\ e should 
seldom stumble or fall into :-;in. 
G. I will attentively pondt:r the rigours of the Di. 
vine justice, which undoubtedly will not spare those 
"ho abuse the gifts of nature and of grace; they 
ought greatly to fear the Divine jlldgment
, death, 
purgatory, and hell, spurring up my sloth by :;uch 
sentences as tbe
e: " Bt'hold, I may die any ùay, what 
will it avail me then to have been an elder son! 
or to have enjoyed an abundance ()f worldly" eaIth 
anel advantages! bettcr is it that I should despise all 
things and live in filial fear under the observance of 
the Divine precepts, that I should study to advance 
in piety, and to secure for myself the bles
ings of the 
next life." 
7. I will contemplate the infinite power, wid- 
dom, and goodness of my God, attributes which 
shine forth wonderfully in the lite, passion, and 
death of our ba.viour, and in the eminent 
anctity of 
our Blc:5sed La.dy the \
irgin )Iary, and in the per- 
fection of God's faithful serva.nts whom we ought 
to imitate. Th
n, pa5::>ing in mind to paradi5e, I will 
admire the glory and the perpetual felicity of the 
ble::;
ed spirits, and how the most IIoly Trinity dis- 
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plays the grandeur of His attributes in the rewards 
which He bestows upon the happy inmates of the 
heavenly Jerusalem. 
8. I will fall asleep in the love of the one only 
goodness of God; I will relish it if possible in itself, 
and not in its effects. I will drink of that living 
water, not out of the vases of creatures, but at the 
fount itself. I will taste how good this adorable 
l\Iajesty is in itself, of itself, and for itself; being 
goodness itself; all goodness, eternal, indefectible 
and incomprehensible. ' 0 Lord,' I will say, 'Thou 
alone art good by nature and b
y essence, Thou alone 
art necessarily good; creatures are only good Inas- 
much as they participate of Thy goodness.' " 


RULES FOR INTIlIIACY. 


1. I must observe, in the first place, the differ- 
ence between intimacy and 'Jneeting,. the latter 
is casual and accidental, whereas the former is of 
choice and sought for. In 111eeting, the intercourse 
is, generally speaking, neither long nor familiar, 
therefore, no great friendship is produced; but con- 
rversation is the result of visits, leads to confidence, 
and mutual friendship springs therefrOln. 
2. In casual meetings I will not show aversion 
for anyone, because that is a sign of a proud, arro- 
gant, severe, satirical, or censorious man. I will 
guard against too great fanÜliarity even with IllY 
most intimate acquaintance, because that might be 
attributed to levity. I will never allow myself the 
liberty of an ill-regulated word or action, that I may 
not appear insolent and extravagant. I will care- 
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fuHy shun offensive, caustic, nnd contemptuous ex- 
prc:s;:)ions, it being most unreasonable that I ijhoull1 
think of despising or ùeriùing anyone whomsocver, 
without incurring the hatred of those who would be 
unwilling to submit to insult. I will honour c'lch 
one in particular; I will ob
cl"\.e 11l0ùe3ty; I will 
bpeak little and weB, that so the company may be 
<,ùitied rather than annoyed by Inc. If the intervicW' 
be but short, nnd that some one has begun to spcnk, 
it will be bcttcr that I should merely salute the 
company, and then ß:;sun1e Do rlcmcanour free alike 
from austerity and dejection, kecping myself reserveu 
aud llloùcratcly cheerful. 
3. ..As for i timOA:.PJ, it shall be with few, and 
with persons whom I respect, for it i:s difficult in 
large comp.l.I1ies not to lcarn vice from the vicious, 
or not to be honoured by those who dc::;erve no 
honour. I will particularly ob
crvc tl1Ìs precept, Be 
the friend of all, but fiuuiliar with few. But even 
here I Illust use judgDlcnt find di
cretion, bccau:--c 
there is no general rule without its exception
, save 
nnd except this one. 'Kothing against God.' In 
conversation, therefore, I will be easy without aus- 
terity, modest without insolence, gentle without 
affectation
 docile without contradicting, unless rea- 
son requires it, cordial without di
simulation; anel 
as men like to know those with whom they hold 
intercourse, we nlust be Dlore or less reserved, 
according to circumstances. 
4. As we are often obliged to converse with 
people of different character, I Dlust remember never 
to speak but upon suitable topics, with some of good 
things, with others of such as are indifferent, but 
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with none of such as are bad. 'Vith superiors in 
age, profession, or authority, I will speak on what 
they Inay require; with my equals on good things, 
with IllY inferiors on such as are indifferent. As for 
improper subjects, they are always to be kept out 
of sight. Those of high rank admire nothing but 
what is exquisite and scarce, whereas, to our 
equals, this would seem affectation, and to our 
inferiors, too serious. Some gloomy minds rejoice 
in hearing of the vices of others, which ought to be 
carefully concealed from such as these; for they 
would philosophize for ten years upon the slightest 
imperfection. And after all, where is the use of 
publishing faults; they do but too easily betray 
themselves: it is well to confess them, but not to 
manifest them. However, di
cretion is necessary in 
all this; we must accommodate ourselves to our 
company, when it can be done without prejudice to 
virtue. 
5. If I have to converse with libertine. insolent. or 
gloomy people, I will act thus; with the libertine, I 
will openly declare myself, provided that they fear 
God; with the insolent I will stand completely on the 
aloof; with the gloomy, I will stand, as it were, at 
the window, that is to say, I will but partially dis- 
close myself; and as these are often curious to pene- 
trate their neighbours' hearts, I will be on the 
reserve with thenl. 
6. In conversing with grandees, I will act as I 
do with regard to the fire, that is, approach it some- 
times, b
t not too closely, diffidently, yet easily. 
Grandees wish for love and esteem; InOOest diffidence 
creates respect, whilst ease creates love; respect, 



S. FRA ";CIS DE 8,\LE
. 


55 


however, must always be paramount. '" ith my 
C(lna.ls I will be alike free and re.;;pectflll, with TI1Y 
int
riors ßlore free than respectful; with superiors 
lUcH'e respectful than free." 
Hcgulating his life thus holily, the piou'1 youth 
studied to please both God and m'1n, anel this nt 
an age so lia,ble to fal,e c:teps. J Ie showcd these 
rules written in a little pray
r-book which he always 
carried about with him, to Po
se,.in nn.l Deage, who 
b )th admired the exa.ctitlule with which he ob:-:erve I 
them, and the solidity of his judgment, "hich couhl 
prescribe such solid practices. Some of his compan- 
ions having perus{'d them, requested to ha, e copie
. 
To some readers they will perhaps appear more 
devout than cOlnplcte; however, as they were the 
productions of his youth, comp sed. not for the pub- 
lic, but for his own private use, they contain, at all 
events, many u:,cful practices, and foretell what 
would be the later works of a Saint, if such were 
the first sketches of his devotion. 


CII_\.PTER VI. 


ASSAULTS O
 HIS I
NOCENCE BY Ins FELLOW 
STrDEXTS. 


,ALTHOl"GH the Baron applied himself as:'\iduou
ly 
to theology, he did not neglect the chief object fur 
which his fa.ther sent him to Pa.]ua, namely, the 
study of laws, to which he devoted four hours every 
day. A:i the light of this science luerely di
closcd 
to him the beauty of earthly things, of which 3race 
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had already inspired hÏ1n with disgust, he much pre- 
ferred the study of theology, which raised hÏ1n to 
the knowledge of the things of God, and to the love 
of Him. He became admirably well versed in 
law, for Pancirolo admiring his powerful intel1ect, 
his exmnplary conduct, and his incessant application, 
gave him private lessons in addition to the public. 
The preference 
hown him by the master, though 
solely due to the virtue of the scholar, excited, as 
is too often the case, the jealous envy of others, who 
found in his good conduct the reproof of their own 
irregularities. 
From his first arrival at Padua he perceived the 
risks to which he would be exposed, unless he 
shunned the society of the licentious youths studying 
there. Hence he decided on leading a more retired 
litè than he had done at Paris, and distributed his 
time in such a manner that none was left for idle- 
ness, still less for vice. 
SOlne of the students imagined the retiring habits 
of the Baron to proceed from another cause than the 
real one; they ascribed them to cowardice and luke- 
warmness, and resolving to prove this, they waylaid 
him one dark evening as he was returning from his 
solitary ramble, hoping to destroy his reputation by 
making him flee away; and considering the inequali- 
ty of the combat, for he was alone, prudence would 
l1ave suggested flight, but he was too well skilled 
in the art of fencing to feel dismayed; he promptly 
drew his sword, and handled it in a manner that his 
assailants had not calculated upon; they were seized 
wi th the very fear they expected to find in Francis; 
so alleging that they had been mistaken, and had 
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attacked hinl in place of another, \\"hon1 they pre- 
t .wled to hu.ve been \\aiting for, they offered Inany 
npologies, and withdrew, admiring both his skill ..1ull 
Y/.lIour. 
S till more dangerous were the snares laid by 
these unprincipled young lllen to destroy his pu- 
rity: they could not 
ndurc to belicve that bO 
hanùsome 0. youth, just in the fresh bloom of life, 
could be as chastc as he appearcd; they, therefure, 
expu:,cd his virtue to 0. fearful trial. The arrival of 
a notorious profligate female from Knplcs seconded 
their project. 
he was cudowed with all those fìlsci- 
nations that urc calculated to tb/.zlc the 
Jes Ilnd 
hearts of Illcn, and to wrest grace and innoccnce 
frmn th
 soul, even of the nlU
t piuus and well dis- 
poseù. At the ill
tigatiùn of the master of iniquity, 
the :-;tudent
 applied to lIer, dilating on the beauty 
and admirable qualities of the young Baron of Sales, 
urging the wretched wonlan to vow his perdi tion ; 
plans were laid, and thpy undertook to in truducc 
him to her at the first opportunity. If Francis had 
had the slightest suspicion of the nefarious plot, 
nothing on earth would have induced him to enter 
her house; they told him that 0. ftunous juriscon- 
sult, in comparison with whom Pancirolo wa3 no 
better than a scholar, had lately arrived at Padua: 
nothing more was necessary to make the Baron 
anxious to become acquainted with him; wheIe- 
upon, some of the students offering to conduct him 
to the learned Doctor's lodgings; Francis gladly 
acceded, and was thus unconsciously conducted to 
the wicked woman's hou:,e. 
he, feigning to be 
the ]awyer's daughter, received him civil1y, and 
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with so much lllodesty of demeanour, that he hatl 
not tbe least idea of deceit. On entering she told 
them that her father would be engaged for a 
hort 
tÏ1ne on business of inlportance, and had commis- 
sioned her to entertain them until he should be at 
liberty. No sooner had they entered into conversa- 
tion on indifferent topics, than one by one his com- 
panions framed some pretext for going away, till at 
last he found himself, like another Joseph, in the 
hands of a guilty woman, of whom hitherto Francis 
had not entertained a shadow of suspicion; her 
manner, her looks, and her words, now too truly 
betrayed her purpose; an ordeal few could have 
passed through unscathed, but he, to show his utter 
contempt of her and her proposals, spat in her fitCe, 
thus sharing the glory of chastity with St. Thomas, 
in whose learning, too, he so largely participated. 
No anger can equ
tl that of an infuriated woman; 
and experience teaches that the most lascivious are 
the n10st furious. This woman, seeing herself thus 
despicably treated, not only loaded him with abuse, 
but actually raised a cry of thieve
! The neighbours 
rushed in, and were preparing to convey the young 
Baron to prison, when the students, who had posted 
themselves where they might watch the issue, came 
forward and released him, affecting ignorance of what 
had occurred. Francis thanked theln for this timely 
intervention, but, at the SaIne tinle gave them to 
understand, that he saw through the unprincipled 
game they had been playing, though not, it is true, 
till late. lIe remonstrated with them, as he had 
already done with their feluale accomplice, on the 
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rnnlice of their fault; and from thenceforward would 
hol{l no further cOlnmunication with any of them. 
The 
aintly young man attributed his victory to 
the pa.tronage of our Blessed Ln{1y: the cirCUI1l
tfLnce 
became publicly known, and rcnJl'reJ him finllous 
all over Padua; insomuch that he was called the 
perfect mUD. 
lIe now resolved to be more than ever on }1Ïs 
guard; but God, who sometimes tries the fidelity of 
lIis 
ervn.nts, to make it better known, permits 
occa
ions to prc
cnt themselvl.::i to tho
c who shun 
them, as was again the c
e with Frnncl
. \t the 
time of which we write, n certain Italian princl"s 
WI13 residing at Padua. The writers of the ::Saint's 
life are silent with regard to her nan1(', but all agree 
in saying she spared no cxpcns
 for the attainnlent 
of her guilty object. 
hc happened to see the Bnr0n 
in some church, amI ,\ as so struck with his beauty, 
ag to permit illicit passion to enslave her heart. 
.As he left the church, she comnli
sioned OIle of her 
attendants to follow him, and u.scertuin who he was. 
She learned more than she wished, namely, that he 
was by tar too virtuolB a young nobleman ever to 
be won over to her purpo
e. But, as the difIiculty 
of gratifying passions does not always appease them, 
on the contrary, it often inflames them; so in this 
instance, the Princess flattered herself that her 
wealth would prove the golden key which would 
effect an entrance into the young Baron's heart. 
lIe lived retired, it is true, yet held occasional 
intercourse with a few of the students, who seemed 
most inclined to piety and study. lIe walked out 
with them, and shared their innocent recreations; 
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which, without prejudicing virtue, relieve the mind, 
and give it fresh vigour, for there was nothing 
austere or contrary to social civility in the piety of 
our saint; he was affable and cheerful in conversa- 
tion; his gentle amiability rendered him dear to his 
associates. Amongst his friends one was specially 
beloved by him; they seemed to be congenial nlinds; 
and Francis believed him to be soliùly virtuous. It 
must be owned that virtue must be deeply rooted 
in a heart, to enable it to resist the Inachinations 
and artifices of a person who spares nothing that 
can tend to ensure the success of a project. This 
young man allowed hilnself to be gained by the 
Princess; her presen ts purchased, and her promises 
corrupted his heart; he conspired against the inno- 
cence of his friend, and undertook to use his best 
endeavours to render him favourable to her passion. 
He was nluch perplexed as to the mode of nlaking 
his proposal to the Baron; however, judging his 
heart by his own, he fancied that he would be 
unable to resist the advantageous offers, which he 
was commissioned to make in the name of the Prin- 
cess. Taking courage, he spoke of the affection 
which she bore him, and then made hinl the offer 
of her wealth and her person, assuring hinl that the 
intrigue should be carried on so secretly, that his 
reputation would be in no degree conlpromised; he 
concluded by renlarking, that it would scarcely be 
safe to reject such a proposal, because, a powerful 
lady, whose love is slighted, is capable of undertak- 
ing anything against the subject of her disappointed 
passion, therefore, he had better accept a favuur 
which many would gladly purchase at all costs. 
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The Baron was utterly astoundcd at this unex- 
pected aùdress, which, at first, he had not pre
ence 
of mind enongh to stop, till, refll'cting that tempta- 
tion en tcr5 by the ears as wcll as by t1ll' eyes, and 
that it i-; dan
erolls to listen to that which cannot 
be proposed without sin, he exclainll'd: "\rith- 
draw, you worker and nlini...ter of iniquity I what 
Imve I ever done to Jou-and what has God ever 
done to you, that JOu should thus IC'lgue with lIis 
enelUie
, and contribute to the dc...truction of a soul 
which II
 has redcemed at the price of all IIis blood? 
lIe has done as nluch for you; and this it is which 
ought to have preserved Jour mind from the senti- 
ments you would inspire into mine. You, who boast 
of being nlY friend, propose 0. thing for which you 
ought to correct IDe, if I were guilty of it I I.;et the 
lady keep her riches: even if I were to be reduced 
to the la-;t degree of mi:;;ery, never (with the help of 
God's grace) would I pret
r earthly things to my 
everla
ting salvation. Say what you please to the 
princess; but as for me, I declare I will have no- 
thing to do with her friendship; as in like manner, 
from this nloment, I hold no further intercourse 
with you: you shall have no opportunity of again 
making proposals, so prej udicial to your soul and 
mine: implore pardon of God for your sin: and now 
go, and sin no morel" These words were something 
more than mere sound; they so terrified his conl- 
panion, that he dared not venture upon an answer: 
he withdrew in confu:,ion, no h
ss on the account 
of the reprehension, than for the fi1.ilure of his plan: 
he afterwards owned, that if he could but have in- 
veigled the young Baron into the apartmcnts of the 
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princess, his fortune 'would have been made; such 
being the language of those, who, regardless of God, 
seek temporal advantages at the cost of their souls. 
Francis returned a thousand thanks to God for 
assisting him on this dangerous occasion; reproach- 
ing himself for his ingratitude for past favours, as 
the probab!? cause of this assault. That he might 
be the better able to resist future tenlptations, he 
redoublec1 his prayers, fasts, vigils, and other auste- 
rities. Other falls, which were but too frequent, 
made him tremble for himself, considering the dan- 
ger3 which surrounded him; the enemies without, 
and still more, that which was within, filled him 
with holy fear and apprehension; concluding that 
God alone was his strength, he resolved to place all 
his confidence in Him, convinced at the sanle time, 
that it would be in vain to expect His aid, unless 
He correspo
ded with divine grace, and unless lIe 
preferred IIim to all other things. 
Truly do all things contribute to the advantage 
of those who seek God with sincerity of heart; 
teulptations, which overthrow SOllle, serve to con- 
firm others in the love of God, nay, the veryene- 
mies who conspire to our destruction contribute 
to the salvation of those who love and serve the 
Lord. 
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Cll..\.PTEH '''III. 


illS ILL
ESS A
D HECOYERY. rr.O)IOTrD TO TßE 
lJOCTOIlA TE. GOhS TO nU
lE. 


JloWEVEp. H'c.lulou
ly the youthful nobleman 

tro\ e to conceal his penances from the eyes of 
tnan, in order that he might not lû
e the rewards 
promio;:ed by God, he was, nevertheless, detected 
by some wags, as he was stripped in an oratory 
for the purpose of taking a discipline. lIe and 
the Lord of ,r alencc agreed to meet in the oratory 
belonging to the )finor Friars of the convcnt of St. 
Antony; having closed the doors and window-:, 
nnd extinguished the lirrhts, they had scarcely 
begun disciplining themselves, than four V' enetian 
gentlemen, who had concealed themselves in cor- 
ners, suddenly di:,played light
, previously shaded 
in dark lanthorn
, and came forward to see 
who were the penitents; and recognizing Francis, 
nlàde him the suhject of their derision; this, how- 
ever, did not cool his fervonr; he ll1ultiplied his 
austerities and penances; which, joined to hi3 ex- 
cessive application and other works of piety, inflan1ed 
his blood to such a degree, that he was first reduced 
to a sk.cleton. and then fell dangerously ill; a vio- 
lent fever brought him to death's door, and, dysen- 
tery con1Ïng on, made his case quite desperate; reme- 
dies seemed powerles
. Deage, terrified at the danger, 
spared no llleans of saving him; the loss of such 
a friend whose future patronage he could safely 
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depend upon, was severely trying; but st
11 
nlore deeply did he deplore the loss to the 
worthy house of Sales, to whom he was already 
much indebted: resigning himself, however, to the 
divine will, he found consolation in witnessing the 
heroic patience of the young Baron, and the spirit of 
penance which ]l1ade him look on his sufferings as 
light, in comparison with what his sins deserved. 
"\Vhen apprized of the hopelessness of the case, he 
said to the sick man: "Son, if Almighty God in- 
tends to call you to a better life, you are resigned 
to His will, are you not?" Grief here choked his 
utterance; but he had said enough, Francis under- 
stood his meaning, and replied, "I am prepared for 
,vhatever God ]l1ay do with me, either to live or 
die: my sole happiness consists in living and dying 
with Him." He then recited various scriptural 
passages, expressive of conformity to the divine 
will, and of confidence in God: "The Lord is III y 
light, whom shall I fear? If whole armies should 
stand against llle, in Hinl will I place all my hope. 
How short are the days of men 1 how frail is life I 
but how beautiful are the tabernacles of the Lord 
of hosts I In the hope of beholding them, I await 
TI1Y hour. Blessed is the nlan who rests all his 
hopes in the Lord, and who hath no eyes to gaze 
upon, and no heart to love the vanities and fallacie 
of Inen." These and other sÏ1nilar expressions drew 
sighs and tears from his surrounding friends, he 
alone being calm. Anxious to fulfil his last wishes, 
Deage asked how his body should be disposed of 
in what church, and with what solemnities he would 
have his funeral obsequies celebrated? " l\ly dear 
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Innster," replied Fr.,mcis, "I leave all this to your 
charity, hoping that after death, }'ou will continue 
that assistance necc
sary, which you huvc so long 
a[fr)rùcd n1C in life; there is one thing, howcver. 
which [ much wish, nnd in which I bpscech YOU to 
eI 
gratify me, namely, that you consign lllY body to 
the surgeons for anatomical purposes; for thus. I, 
who in my lifetime have bcen useless to the public, 
shall bcnefit it aft('r dcath; or at lea
t, it will pre- 
vent the strife which so oftpn occur., hetwecn the 
relatÌ\'cs of the dcceased, and the emissaric::, of the 
di5
ècting-room, quarrels of which 1 myself have 
but too often been nn cye-witlle
s. I, It ma.y be 
questioned whether luve f()r God and our neigh- 
bour could be carried farther. Dcage and the 
others, who heard this last will and testament, 
were ravi;;hed with admiration. IIaving thus de- 
clared his charitable desire, the on1y one expressed 
by the young Baron, he humbly asked for thc last 
sacramcnts of the Church, and received them with 
such transports of devotion, that it was astonishing 
that he did not expire in the very act. :Father 
Posscvin heard his confcs-:ion, and assisted at the 
administration of the other rite
, as did likewise 
]lis two lueùical attendants, one of whom was 8 
Savoyard, and the other fL v'" enetian. Francis was 
so univcrsally esteemed, that the most distinguished 
personages of the city wi
heJ to visit him, each one 
deploring the death of so accompli
hed and virtuous 
a young noblelnan, who was dying at a distance 
from his family, in a strange land, in the full bloOln 
of youth, anù at the very nloment when he wa
 
about to reap the fruit of his application. lIe alone 
VOL 1.-5. 
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seemed insensible to all this, attending solely to the 
grand affair of salvation; he was tranquilly fading 
away, confiding in the goodness of God, which he 
had already so often experienced, and endeavouring 
to profit by the salutary suggestions of Father 
Possevin, who watched by him indefatigably. He 
consoled his friends, and spoke of his death as 
a thing to be wished, rather than dreaded. He 
thought only of heaven, and his trustful hope of 
a blissful eternity made the moments seem long to 
him. He was already so exhausted as merely to 
be able to ejaculate, as he often did, the words, 
" I desire to be dissolved and to be with Christ." 
When, all at once, whilst his attendants were 
Jnaking arrangements for his sepulture, he fell 
into a gentle slumber, during which his fever left 
him, and he awoke free from all dangerous symp- 
toms, to the utter astonishment of everyone. Not 
to lose an apostle, Providence so disposed that his 
illness should not be unto death, but to the glory 
of God, to whom he, from henceforth, resolved 
to consecrate his future life by receiving Holy 
Orders. 
Judging that Almighty God had left him in 
the world only that he might forsake it, and had 
prolonged his life only that he might spend it in 
His service, he resolved to testify his gratitude to 
Him, by living for Him alone; nor was anything 
able to withdraw him from this purpose, as the 
sequel of our history will show. 
His doctors looked upon his recovery as nIÏracll- 
lous; and they were confirmed in this opinion by 
the rapidity with which his strength returned; 
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for, after a brief convalescenc<" he returned to his 
exercises of piety, and to his btudics, with renewed 
fervour. 
Soon after his recovery he received the degree 
of doctor; according to his father's orders he pre- 
sented himself for eXlI.n1ination, in the course of 
which he di
played such lea.rning as to eÅcite the 
adnlÏration of the whole audience. Pancirolo, who 
had been his master, was his Promotor, unt! when 
delivering the usual oration, fa.iled not to extol 
the fine example ùf virtue which he }md shown 
to the university, proposing him as a model to all 
those who aspirt"d to the same honours, anù con- 
cluded by predicting that he would one day be the 
glory of his family, of his country, and of the 
Church. Tho whole University exulted in seeing 
the laurel thus bestowed, declaring t hat he recei "ed 
his degree lC:)8 as a Rcholar than as n ma5ter. In 
testifying his gratitude he expregsed hin15elf in 
terms which equally honoured the excellence of 
his mind, and the goodness of his heart. Ilis 
address drew forth a fresh burst of applause, and 
he was accompanied by the acclamations of the 
people fronl the hall to his lodging; he received 
his degree at the age of twenty-fonr, on the fifth 
of September, 1591. Ilis recent illness had in- 
creased his personal beauty, and improved his 
constitution; therefore, to escape the dangers 
which beset him in a licentious city, he wished 
to return home. Precisely at this time, however, 
he received letters of recall from his father, but 
leaving him at liberty to visit some of the more 
celebrated cities of Italy, as he had expressed the 
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desire. Bidding his friends farewell, he qnitted 
Padua on the second of October, to the universal 
regret of the people, who publicly declared, that 
in losing hÌIn, the city lost a beautiful example 
(i)f sanctity, and the university its brightest gern. 
Father P03sevin exhorted hÍlll to apply to theology, 
forewarning him that God destined him to the pas- 
toral charge of the church of Geneva. 
From Padua he repaired to Ferrara, and from thence 
to Rome, where he purposed remaining for some 
time, having letters of introduction to several of his 
father's friends there. I-Ie examined the wonders of 
that famous city, the monUlnents of Rome's ancient 
magnificence, the noble remnants of the times and 
fury of barba.rism, monuments which were designed 
to imn10rtalize the city. Francis gazed on all these 
with such reflections as piety would suggest; amidst 
those splendid ruins he pondered the ebb and flow 
of mundane affairs, the successes and reverses of men, 
the rise, progress, and fall of empires, the vicissi- 
tudes and revolutions of sublunary things; whereas, 
on the contrary, he saw God ever imnloveable, 
always the same, always free and independent. He 
reflected how religion had established herself on the 
ruins of that very empire, which had devised all 
means to arrest her progress, and to expel her from 
the face of the earth. Rome, once the mistress of 
error, afterwards became the seat of truth. He gave 
less of his. time to this curiosity, innocent in itself, 
than to piety, nor would he have cared to exmnine 
those objects which strangers so much admire, if 
his father had not desired him to give him minute 
details of all that was worthy of attention. He 




. FnA
CIS DE S.\LF.S. 


GO 


epent most of his days in vi--iting holy places, the 
churches and the catacombs; the latter are ccme- 
tericc; or suhterranean places, where in timcs of per- 
. secution the early Christianq were accu
tomed to 
celebrate the holy n1}'stcries and to bury their 
nlnrtyrs. ...\t the 
ight of t]lese venerohle places, 
cOUEecrated by the piety of our forefathers, and 
watered with the blood of so mnny illustrious wit- 
nC

l)S of the faith, which we happily can practise in 
peace, he would exclaim, II Oh! what a. precious 
luerchaudise is nlartyrdonl. Only Thy dearest ones 
can purchase it, my God. It is only. Thy filvourites 
who are !1ermitted to die for Thy love I Enable 111C, 
o Lord, to be a. martyr, at least in \vill, if I cannot 
be so in effect. The sword that Inakes martyrs luay 
perhaps be wanting to Ole, but by Thy grace, I 
hope that I should never be wanting to tbe sword. 
J o}.fully would I recei ve the stroke if occac;ion 
offered; but if I am not to be a nlartyr by suffering, 
let me be a martyr by compassi011; yes, by meùi- 
tating frequently on Thy sutferings, U l
ing of 
martyrs, and on those of Thy elect! that so InlaY 
admire and imitate them. Those whom Thou hast 
pre-elected frollleternity to die for Thee, to be crowned 
with this precious aureole; as for me, I am content 
to live in Thy love, of Thy love, and for Thy love." 
In this lllanner did Francia encourage himself to 
defend the faith at all costs, and to labour ill the 
conversion of heretics on his return to his own 
country; and as if he foresaw that he was to be the 
bishop of Geneva, then the cen tre of error, as Home 
is the centre of truth, he made an offering to God of 
bis property, his time, his studies, and even of his 
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life, if it were necessary to the re-establishment of 
the ancient religion, professed in that city for so 
many ages, but at length expelled by its impious in- 
habitants. 
...t\.s it is occasion and will, and not suffering, 
which places the palm in the martyrs' hands, there 
can be no doubt but that the love which made the 
Baron sigh for their tortures, and which in due time 
rendered him a sharer in their sufferings, made him 
merit the crown and recompense of martyrdom. 
He visited the persons most distinguished for 
piety and learning, and he is said to have been 
acquainted with St. Philip Neri, who then lived in 
Rome with the reputation of a sai.nt; moreover, it 
is said that the holy old man kissed him on the fore- 
head, foreseeing his sanctity, and predicting that he 
\vould be a great servant of God and most useful to 
the Church. There are old pictures extant, repre- 
senting this incident, which is highly probable, con- 
sidering that Francis would: naturally seek acquain- 
tance with one so conspicuous for sanctity, whilst 
St. Philip's spirit of prophecy and discernment are 
also well-known facts. 
Although Rome is by no means free from immo- 
rality, the angel that guided the young Baron pre- 
served him in the midst of this furnace, changing 
its scorching flames into an invigorating dew. He 
turned his eyes from all that could inspire vice and 
corrupt his heart. Our Lord was pleased to demon- 
strate the care He had of him, by permitting an acci- 
dent which experinlentally proves that the fate of 
the just is in His hands, and that He never forsakes 
then1. One night on returning to his lodgings, on 
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tIle bank of the Tiber, he found his attendants quar- 
relling with the landlord, ,\ ho was insisting on their 
scekirw another 10dn-inO' because he eX I )ected hirrher 
t) 0 0' 
 0 
pay from some newly-arrived strangers, whose 
eCluipages and luggage alrcady occupied the space 
engaged by the Baron, with WhODl the IDan broko 
his compact, having more rc
ard to profit than 
honesty; the o.1fair would have ended seriously, had 
not }"rancis overheard the altercation, and with his 
usual mildness insisted on his servants yielding to 
the demands of tho host; he withdrew to another 
lodging, this unjust treatment proving the occasion 
of hi
 safety, for ahnost immediately a heavy rain set 
in, which, swelling the Tiber, overflowed its banks, 
carrying away in its impetuosity the house so lately 
vacated by the Saint; Dot a vestige of it remained, 
and all within it perished. This incident shows us 
how God watches over the safety of IIis elect, and 
what serious disasters would befall them, unless lIe 
preserved thcln by some extraordinary means. The 
Baron ascribed his deliverance from so manifest a 
danger, to God alone, rendering IIim due thanks for 
it, and resolving to abandon himself more unreservedly 
than ever to Divine Providence, which, by hidden 
ways, yet ways directed to our advantage, rules our 
destiny according to IIis own high views. 
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CI-IAPTER VIII. 


VISITS LORETO. RETURNS HOME. 


EVERY Christian must surely wish to visit that 
house which was the dwelling of an Incarnate God, 
nor would any traveller possessing a grain of piety, 
travel through Italy without going to revere the 
walls of the house of Loreto, consecrated as they 
were by the presence of Jesus, l\Iary, and Joseph. 
Francis had bound hilnself to this by vow on sonle 
certain occasion, and on returning from Rome, car- 
ried his purpose into effect. Loreto is a srnall 
place, renderei famous since the year 1296, when 
tbe house inhabited by our Blessed Lady at Nazareth 
was established there. When Palestine fell under 
tlle dominion of the Turks, this house was conveyed 
by angels to Dalmatia, or Sclavonia, but three years 
later, it crossed the Adriatic, landing on a hill 
between Ancona and Recanati. Again did it change 
its site, and rested where it now stands, and where 
a city and magnificent church have since been 
erected. 
It is impossible to enter within these sacred walla 
without experiencing a transport of devotion; it 
would be difficult to describe the sentiments of the 
pious young Baron on this occasion; he affectionately 
kissed the walls, he confessed and comlnunicated, 
and gave free vent to the emotions of his loving 
heart. "These then are thy tabernacles, 0 beau- 
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teous Spou
e of the Eternal King I IIcre, 0 divine 
Lover, ditl
t Thou statu} looking t11rongh tho 
lattices! IIl're did
t Thou fecd flUlong tllt
 lilies. 
IIcre did
t Thou become m,y Brother! Oh!" ho 
will enable me to find Thee reposing on the 
bosom of my l\Iother, that I ma) kiss Thee de- 
voutly? 0 God, the 'laster of truth, Thou hast 
been Iny teacher from nlY earliest age, and here in 
this place, I hope Thou wilt more funy instruct me, 
whilst I prepare for Thee 0. draught of the best wine 
from thejuiceofpomegrHnate
 I" Aftertl}('
eandother 
similar ::>entiments of devotion towards the :\futher 
of Got1 and the ".ord Incarnate, he renewed his YOW 
of virginity, resigning himself entirely into the 
hanùs of Dh'ine Goodness, by whom he was then 
calIed to the ecclesiastical state, so powerfuIly, that 
lIe could no longer doubt his vocation. In this 
very spot he formeù to himself the idea of the a pos- 
tolic life which he was to lead when he should 
becon1e a preacher of the gospel. lIe readily oftcred 
himself to all the toils, poverty, sufferings, nnd per- 
secutions inciùent to such a life, and of which Jesus 
had traced tIle n10del within those very walls. It 
is here that the Blessed Virgin has erected the 
throne of mercy, and it is certain that Francis, who 
was so well disposed, here received particular graces. 
His mind acquired fresh light, and his heart was 50 
completely filled with charity, that nothing seemed 
impos5ible to him wIlen the glory of God and the 
salvation of souls were in question. Some of the 
favours best0wed on him by God became partially 
yi:5ible; Deage assuring us that there was something 
quite divine in the expression of his countenance, 
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his face beaming like that of a seraph, insomuch that 
he conceived so high an opinion of the young Baron's 
sanctity, that he accompanied and followed him with 
a feeling of reverence. 
Having satisfied his devotion he proceeded to 
Ancona, to embark for Venice. He found a 
vessel on the point of starting, and at once paid 
the fare for his passage; a lady of rank, however, 
made her appearance; she had engaged the vessel 
exclusively for herself and retinue; when perceiv- 
ing Francis, who had already taken his place, she 
desired the pilot to order him out. Fearing that 
he might not meet with another opportunity of 
crossing, at least for that day, the Baron respect- 
fully stated his case to the lady, and entreated her 
to permit him to sail in her company, remarking, 
that he had but three attendants, and little luggage, 
and, therefore, could occasion little or no incon- 
venience; everyone present joined in the request, 
but the lady was inexorable, insisted on his quit- 
ting the ship, and well nigh gave orders to have his 
effects thrown overboard. Francis submitted to this 
affront with his usual meekness, though the rest 
were not disposed to be so submissive; he remained 
some time on the beach, endeavouring to pacify his 
friends, and persuading them to submit to the Divine 
will; circumstances apparently fortuitous, he said, 
sometimes happening by special in terven tion of 
Providence, as they had recently witnessed at Rome, 
adding, moreover, that storms were frequent in 
those seas, and that travellers often left that port 
without ever arriving at the place they intended. 
This seeming conjecture of the Baron was literally 
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verified before their very eyes. Thero had been 
every appearance of 0. prosperous sail; tho sky was 
serene, the wind favourable, and the sea cal nl ; 
nevertheless, all this suddenly changed; a fearful 
storm ar03e, and though the pilot used his utmost 
skill to urge his vessel into port, she sunk with 
every soul on board, before :Francis and his com- 
pan ions 11<1<1 left the beach. 
This fiwful spectacle served fiS 0. new nlotive to 
the young luan f()r putting all his tru
t in God, to 
abandon him
clf blindly to Providence, which guides 
events to its own purposes, by waY9 unknown to, 
and beyond the reach of human prudence. ",Yhen 
the tempest was appea
ed, and the sea calm, he 
found another opportunity for sailing. The hope of 
a prosperous voyage inspiri tcd the pilot anù sailors, 
'\\"110 thought of nothing but amusement; but 
}"ranci
, who seemed to foresee conling accidents, 
instead of participating in the common joy, \\ as 
extremely 'Serious and recollected. Deage noticed 
this, and enquired the reason. " I am astonished," 
replied he, "to see that with only two planks 
between us and death, these people should be so 
daring as to give way to such unseemly mirth; 
but a short time ago we "itnessed a shipwreck; 
nothing can be nlore inconstant than the sea; a 
storm has but just passed over; this gulf is fanlOus 
f0r storms; who knows whether a misfortune simi- 
lar to that of which we were so recently the specta- 
tors, does not await us? Let the rest do as they 
please, but for us, let us pray to that Lord whom 
the sea and the winds obey." Deage was a pious 
man, and having a particular regard for the Baron, 
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proposed reciting the divine office together. Scarcely 
had they begun, than the pilot, observing them, 
mocked and insulted them, saying, that priests and 
devotees always brought hin} bad luck. The wind 
soon changed; but he, heedless of the diversions of 
the other, called out, "IIoUa! what are you French 
gentlemen muttering there? as long as you hold 
your breviaries in your hands, the wind is sure to 
be against us; send them to the right-about, and 
do as others do." In the meantime the tempest 
became terrific, and the mirth of th e passengers 
was changed into alarnl; everyone fell to prayer, 
with the exception of the pilot, who, with horrid 
oaths, declared that he foresaw these devotees would 
bring bad weather, and that they deserved to be 
thrown overboard. The Baron's guardian, naturally 
choleric, was going to answer the bravado, and check 
his ribaldry; but Francis prevented him, reminding 
him that this was not the moment for attempting a 
correction; a reproof would only infuriate the pilot, 
therefore, patience was their best resource; and they 
\Tould go on with their prayers, regardless of the 
insult they thereby drew upon thelllSelves. The 
storm did not last long, and as tIle vessel was well 
appointed, she reached Cattolica, a small port of the 

 Adriatic, without damage, Providence not permi t- 
ting that he should perish by water, whose heart 
already burnt with the flames which ultimately 
,vere to consume it. The pilot, who had been well 
aware of his danger, did not conceal his delight at 
having escaped it. Francis now believed it to be 
the right time to correct him, and accordingly said 
to him: "I cannot conceive what nlade you so 
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angry n. short time ago,-t he tcmprstuous scn., and 
the evident danger we were in, ought to have 
alarmed you, and yct you allowed yourself to be 
so far transportcd with passion, amI to curse and 
swear, and forbid us to pray to God, from wllOrn 
alone wc can hope for any tcmporal or eternal ble
s- 
iug; do you not know that lIe holù:i supreme do- 
nlÍnion over the bed nnel the wind, which obey nut! 
rcvere IIi
 voice, and which yield at His heck?" 
IIis admonition was so kindly and gently givcn, 
that) harsh U:i the pilçt naturally wag, his nlintl was 
softencd; nor did he fail to remark that the young 
noblcman, insensible to all save thp offence against 
God) said not 0. \\ord of the insults heaped upon 
himself; a
tonished at his moderation, the ntan 
thrcw himsclf at his feet, beggcd pardon, nnd pro.. 
miseù mnendmcn t. 
Expericnce teachcs that thcy who Trprove mildly, 
and with due regard to circumstances, gcnerally 
succeed; whereas) contrary conduct becomcs u:;;cle
<:, 
correction ofteI) proving pernicious) unle
s it be dis- 
creetly admini:stered. 'Ve gild the pill
, and quali(y 
the bitter potions which we offer to the sick. 
But it was not the pilot only who admired the 
virtue of the 
aintly youth-thc f'ailors attributed 
their safety and the preservation of the ship to his 
prayer3, publicly declaring that the elenlents re- 
spected his innocence and sanctity; morco,'cr, thcy 
said that if this young gentleman had remained 
amongst thcm) he would have con, crted anù turned 
thenl into saints. 
In the course of this voyage he furnished a still 
mure tvident proof of his virtue, submittiug to a 
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great humiliation with incomparable patience; his 
rank and age must have made him sensitive on such 
an occasion, but the love of his despised Redeemer 
enabled him to meet it with composure and peace 
of mind. The pilot was giving him an account of a 
little chapel of our Blessed Lady, which was seen at 
a distance, telling him that votive offerings were 
often carried there by those, who, thanks to her 
intercession, were saved from shipwreck: as Francis 
was listening attentively to the recital, the helms- 
man, by some sudden jerk of the cordage, inadver- 
tently knocked the Baron's hat off into the sea. 
There are certain moments, when, woe to him 
who errs I Virtuous as was Deage, after all he was 
but a man, and he gave a sound scolding to both 
one and the other. Francis took all the bianle to 
himself, bearing the loss, as well as the reproof, 
very patiently; and by way of pacifying Deage, 
good hUlnouredly remarked, that a crown-piece 
would repair all the mischief. But the tutor, who 
carried the purse, rejoined, " Very likely: but n1Índ, 
your carelessness shall cost you dear: defend your- 
self as best you can from this north wind." Francis 
very composedly drew forth his night-cap, and put 
it on, rmpposing that as soon as they reached Chiog- 
gia, where they were to dine, a new hat would be 
provided for him, and, in the meantime, he smiled 
and joined in the jokes which were raised at his 
expense. On their arrival at Chioggia, however, 
Deage actually had the heart to leave him without 
a hat, and he was obliged to walk through the street 
(which happened to be thronged with people, watch- 
ing the feats of a mountebank,) with nothing but 



s. FRA
CIS DE SALES. 


79 


his night-cap on; and hc submitted to this mortifi- 
cation without the least sign of resentment. 
Indifferent as hc was to personal insult, he keenly 
felt the offence conlmitted against God by one of his 
acquaintance. On reac11ing ,.,. ellicc, he determincd 
to stay there 0. few ùays to c)"a1ninc the nlarvcls of 
0. rcall y marvellous city: there are few plUCt's which 
attract more strangers; it;; pcculiar 
ituation, its 
magnificencc, and its political liberties contribute to 
this. The Baron met with several Piedmonte
e 
and Savoyards, with whom he formed an intinlacy, 
either as being compatri,)ts, or at least as being the 
subjects of the same prince; but discovering their 
profligate hahits, he at oncc broke off an intercourse 
which accident, rather than choice, had given rise 
to; one only of the number attached himself to 
Francis, find this one, yielding to occasion and had 
exam pIc, proved un" orthy of his friendship. lIe 
was informed that, pressed by his companions, he 
had passed the night in some inf.'1nlOUS place, and 
this was quite sufficient to induce Francis to br
'lk 
off all intimacy with him; nevertheless, reflecting 
C'n the loss of this young cavalier's soul, in whom he 
had discovered strong inclinations to virtuc; he 
resolved to use his best endeavours to convince him 
of his dangerous state; he spoke to him most 
earnestly, depicting incontinency in its true colours, 
dwelling on its baneful consequences, and the final 
impenitence to which it usually drags its victims. 
He spoke to him of the mental blindness and the 
obduracy of heart, which are its most common 
effects; of the terrible judgments of God, and of the 
sufferings whereby He punishes it, in this life and 
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the next; till the young man, in whose heart the 
fear of God was not wholly extinct, saw his error, 
was induced by the Saint to make his confession, 
and did penance proportioned to the grievousness of 
his sin: to escape the danger of relapse, Francis 
persuaded hÍ1n to lea ve Venice, as he himself did on 
his road homewards. He stopped at Padua to salute 
his old friends there; then passing through Verona, 
l\Iantua, Cremona, Pavia, and Vercelli, he reached 
Turin, and finally Savoy; when from this time 
until he was raised to the Priesthood, he was called 
the Baron of Villaroget, the name of one of his 
father's demesnes. 


CH.A..PTEH IX. 


HIS ARRIVAL AT Ho
rE. VISIT
 THE BISHOP OF GENEVA. 
MATRBIONIAI. FLANS. DECLARES HIS VOCATION TO 
THE PRIESTHOOD. 


IT would be difficult to express the delight with 
which his parents welcon1ed him on his return to 
Tulle, whither the fan1ily repaired to meet him. 
Com paring the accounts which they had received 
of their son, with what they now saw, they acknow- 
ledged that report which usually exaggerates, had 
in this instance gone far below the mark; their 
satisfaction on his account., was in every respect 
perfect. He was then twenty-five years of age, and 
a more elegant and accomplished young nobleman 
could scarcely have been met with: he possessed every 
personal advantage, fine intellect, rare learning, 
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rohu"t con"titution; he ,vas prompt in his rerlie
, 
moùeo:t without uffcctation, nfltlhle without famili., 
urity; in a \\ ord, he wus th
 delight uf his purents, 
who looketi up to him as the prop of the fiuuily, 
whooõ:e friends wurmly congratulated the Count and 
Countess of 
ale
 on tlw ndn1Ïrublc f!,tnliticatiolls (If 
their eldest 8011. IIi:) fi1t1wr s 'nt him to ...\lluecy on 
a ,.bit to the Bi.,hop uf Geneva, the 
in('cre fricilli 
of the family. lIe wa;-; a holy und erudite IIU1O, of 
mild di!õ\position. and of aro
tolicnl simplicity, whose 
nlerits had raised him to the episcopal throne, frOln 
being a Benedictine )[onk as he wn
. He wn.
 of 
noble birth, and devoted himself nnr
crvcdly to the 
duties of his ministry; prudent in enterpri/.t>; he 
had no valuable furniture, no retinue, nor any of 
the magnificence which in later ages crept into the 
Ch urch, occasioning more damage than profit: his 
virtues gained him the respect both of clergy and 
laity, so that he ruled hi
 diocese with an authority 
which no temporal grandeur would have conferred. 
The bishop received the Baron with the swept 
affability which characterized hig whole conduct; 
he detained him with him fOf a long time, and 
conceived such an esteem of him, that he wished 
he could meet with a person Jike him to be his 
succeSSOf. lIe admired his noble mind and his hea- 
venly di
position, which won all hearts; the interview 
would have been prolongpd, if the bi
hop had not 
been informed that the theologians were waiting for 
him to examine the pretendant to 8 certain benefice. 
The worthy prelate made it his inviolable rule to 
confer benefices on the most deserving; learning and 
,.irtue were the only recommendations he would 
YOLo 1.-6. 
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attend to: he invited the Baron to assist at the 
examination, who excused himself on the plea that 
a laynlan with a sword at his side would be nlis- 
placed in such an assembly; but the bishop over- 
I'uled the difficulty, telling him that l1e might be 
useful in the solution of certain questions; he con.. 
ducted him therefore to the place of examination, 
made him take the seat next to his own, and then 
the di
putation began. As is frequently the case 
on such occasions, the theologians differed in opinion; 
the Baron paid particular attention, but without 
'attempting to offer an opinion; even when the pre- 
late appe
tled to him, he modestly excused hinlself, 
remelnbering the admonition of Eccle
iasticus; "Be 
'not forward in presence of your elders;" adding 
that it would ill become a scholar to 8peak before so 
nlany celebrated doctors, and before so great a pre- 
late; more especially as theology was not a science 
on which he ought to hazard an opinion; but being 
most earnestly pressed, he solved the difficulty in 
few words, rendering the case so clear and distinct, 
that the whole meeting accepted his decision. Great 
was the astonishment of all present to hear this 
young nobleman, whom they had supposed to have 
been engaged in studies exclusively suited to his 
rank, so easily explain away difficulties which had 
puzzled the first theologians of the diocese. The 
bishop exultingly exclaimed, "IIow well I foresaw 
that your presence would be useful to us in this 
conference; your modesty convinced me of this." 
After courteously taking leave of him he returned 
to the hall of meeting, and remarked to the persons 
who were there, that this young nobleman had too 


. 
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much virttlc and learning to remain in thc world;- 
that he had a sort of premonition that he would be 
]lis successur, and that he hoped .Almig-hty God would 
confer tlJÏs fi1.\"our on the dioce
e. 'This impression 
rerH.ll'red Francis extremely dear to hinl; he calleù 
him by no other nanlC than that of son; anù ß 
warm friendship sprung up between them, w}}ich 
ended only with the death of the virtuous prelate; 
indeed, "e may piously prcsun1C that it continue:; 
even in hea\ en, becausl>, being founded in God, it 
n1ust be eternal. 
But the Count of Sales }}ad very different views 
with regard to the establishment of his son: he was 
arranging a nmrriage for him, nnd hoped to procure 
him a charge in the senate of Chambery. lIe pn- 
posed sending him thither, to be admitted as advo. 
cate, and for this purpose he gave him letters of 
recomnlCndation Senator to \nthony Faber, his inti- 
mate friend. This plan did not at all coincide with 
the secret intention of Francis, nor with the vow of 
virginity made at Paris and renewed at Ioloreto, nor 
with his resolution of embracing the ecclesiastical 
state, according to the instinct which God gave him. 
lIe hoped to be able to effect his purpose, especially 
as, by giving himself to the Church, he would benefit 
the younger members of his family; at all events he 
did not deem it prudent to oppose his father's views 
just then, because he might declare himself more 
openly after this journey; he decided, therefore, to 
await a more fitting opportunity; and, in company 
with Deage, set out for Chambery. Anthony 
}"aber, the ornanlent of the Senate, and afterwards 
its first prc
ident, received him with all the courtesy 



84 


s. FRANCIS DE SALES. 


due to his high reputation; he lodged hin1 in his 
own house as the son of one of his dearest friends, 
and spent several days instructing him as to what he 
would have to do on the occasion, in order that he 
might be admitted into the senate with applause; 
till perceiving that Francis was too well informed 
to need his instructions, he presented hinl without 
further loss of time to Porlel the first president, and 
to the senate, who appointed one of the senators to 
examine hiln; he performed the task with the 
utlnost rigour; but this only served to bring out 
the Baron's learning more n1arkedly; and the 
examining senator declared in full senate, that, lIe 
had found a hidden treasure in the Baron of Vil- 
Iaroget, that is to say, talent and a fund of learning 
far beyond his age, addillg many other things which 
induced the senate to receive him with applause. 
Francis replied to their acclanla tions with such 
eloquence, and thanked them so gracefully that they 
were in high admiration of hinl. In his address, he 
spoke of justice as the most excellent of moral vir- 
tues, as being unvarying, because it proceeds from 
heaven, and is the offspring of God hinlseIf; it 
Dlaintains peace amongst the people, is the security 
of the country, and the inheritance of the children 
of heaven, and the hope of future beatitude. He 
next comn1ended those who in their charges aud 
offices, are faithful administrators of it; and so 
agreeably wound up his argument on the good 
purposes of justice, that his hearers believed they 
could uot without injustice, withhold that meed of 
public applause which his virtue so evidently 
U1erited. Podel owned that he had never adn1Ìtted 
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any member comhining so much genius with so solid 
n judgment. AU Ch.ullbcry went to compliment 
him; eycry one feeling certain that be would soon 
be declared 0. senator. Faber above all conc('ived 
an esteem a.nd a1fection for him, which lasted to the 
cnù of his life. This .i1tllOU
 J uri
consult "a
 a 
native of Buurg Cll Brc:-:,e, and wus 
o well trainell 
by Anthony 
rallllCe, that he hecume one of tho 
Dl0st distinguished men of his day. llis lllerit nU\do 
him kno" n to his bl.)vercign, who conferred se\ era] 
important dignities upon him, w}}ich he 0 "cll nd- 
nlilli:,terPll. that he dC
L'rved to he rai
ed to th(;l 
l1Ïgl1l'
t of aU, llimH:
ly, that of pre
illent of the senatp 
of 
avoy. B(Hne of his works were given to tIle 
press, and bear witne...:s to the e""<tent of his eruùi- 
tion; but his '\ irtuc was equal to his learninO', and 
thi:-. it wu.s that united 111m in such close friendship 
with the Baron: such was their routu'll attac1ml P nt, 
that they usually styled t'ach other brollte1-. 'Vhen 
11"a.Ler went to Chambery in quality of pre
iaent of 
the spnate, he left his hou
e at Annecy to Franci
, 
,vha wn
 then a bishop; ml)rcover he dedicated one 
of his works to him. I have thought it right to 
dwell fìomewhat on the worth of this great 1nan, to 
shew the sort of persons \\ horn the Haron selected 
for his mo
t intimate friends. 
As he was returning from Ch'lnlhery, a circum- 
stance befcH him on the road, which convinced him 
more than ever that it was the win of God he should 
embrace the ecclesia
tical state. As he was con- 
'\ ersing with Deage, his horse 
tumbled, and though 
he was an expert equestrian, he was thrown; the 
sudùen shock detached his sword from his girdle. 
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and also jerked the sword out of the scabbard; as 
the two fell to the ground they forn1ed a perfect 
cross; the same thing happened thrice within a very 
short space of tilne and distance. The Baron was 
far from being adicted to anything like superstition, 
as the whole course of his life, and his works suffi- 
ciently prove; but he had too much piety not to be 
struck by the singular coincidence of the thrice- 
formed cross, which seeIned to him indicative of the 
divine will. lIe believed moreover, that by this acci- 
dent (which to say the least was certainly striking), 
God intended to make him understand that lIe did not 
approve of his engaging in secular affairs, He having 
destined him to the cross, of which this circumstance 
rmninded him. lIe made Deage notice it also, 
declaring his intentions to hiln, entreating him to 
make them known to his father, and endeavour to 
obtain his consent to them. 
The well-attested piety of Francis ought to have 
revealed his inclinations to his tutor, and have pre- 
vented surprise at this announcement; nevertheless, 
it seen1ed to astound him. Endowed as he was with 
virtue and wisdom, he dared not oppose the win of 
God by impugning the vocation of the young 111an, 
whilst on the other hand, his affection to the house 
of Sales 111ade him unwilling to approve it; well 
knowing that the plans of the Count would be 
completely deranged by the designs of his SOll. He 
remained for SOlne tÎ1ne thoughtful and silent; then, 
taking courage, he represented to his pupil the 
affliction which such a step would occasion to his 
parents and family, of which he ought to be the 
prop, reminding him that no expense had been 
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spared to qualify hin1 for thb duty; that they had 
with reason fixed thcir hopes in him, because in 
addition to being the elde:,t son, both nature and 
education had concurred in furnishing hirn with 
all that was nece5
ary for corresponding to the 
designs of the family in his rcgard. I1() aùdeù, that 
he ought to consiùer that to he the vocation uf God 
\\ hich parents selected for their children, provided 
their choice \vas not contrary to religion, or adverse 
tl) their 
alvation; he ought, therefore, very 'cri.. 
ou
ly to weigh these con::$idcrations, lest he might be 
dcceived in the choice of sueh ß, state of lifc; it 
sometimcs happening that we fancy we f{)llu\V the 
,"oice of God, when, in reality, we are only following 
our own inclinations; it \\ as his duty to warn him. 
that self-love rnay have a part in such res]lutions, 
and that whcn we 1110st flatter ourselves we are 
renouncing self, we Jnay in effèct be the most 
wedded to self-love;-that he nlight securely work 
out his së.Llvation in the world, and withuut devoting 
himself to a state so repugnant to the wishes of his 
pious parents, who so tenJcrly loved him: it would 
be quite 
ufficient for hiln to live as a secular, with 
the excellent di3positions which God had implanted 
in his heart: they would sanctify hiln and con- 
tribute to the sanctification of others. Let him 
remember Saints Lewis, Ed ward, IIenry, Elzear, 
and the ble5sed Amadeus, who, living in the world, 
and exposed to far greater obstacles than any he 
would meet with, had nevertheless known how to 
render themselves worthy of the veneration of our 
altars. Surely then, he might safely walk in their 
footsteps; in conclusion, Deage exhorted him to 
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imitate them, and to spare his parents an affliction 
which would alnlost kill theIne 
The Baron had flattered hilnself that Deage, 
himself a priest, a doctor of theology, and a man of 
exemplary life would not have disapproved his re
o- 
lution; he was therefore astonished to hear him 
oppose it so vigorously; he looked at him with one 
of those engaging smiles so difficult to resist, and 
well convinced that if he could but gain hÌIn over 
to his side, he would prove his best auxiliary with 
his father and mother, who esteemed hÜn highly, 
he began one of those gentle reproofs which so 
forcibly convince the mind and touch the heart. 
" vVhat I" said Francis, "do you blanle a choice 
,vhich you yourself have made? You who have 
renounced the world, would you bind me to it ? You 
did not believe that you could work out your salva- 
tion in it, how then can you think that I, without 
half your virtue, can secure mine? Where is the 
tenderness of the father, and the sincerity of the 
friend, which I have hitherto found in you?" 
Deage, who really loved him tenderly, would have 
interrupted him, but the holy young nlan who had 
begun to speak with energy, 
ave him no oppor- 
tunit.y; and following up the points of his opposition 
in due order, he thus continued; "Believe me, I 
know myself well, and young as I am, I can under- 
stand that these advantages of nature and rank, of 
which you speak, increase the danger to which we 
are all exposed with regard to the affair of salvation. 
'The risks which besiege me are numerous, and 
although I discern many of thern, there are others 
no doubt hidden from me; I know that as yet, I 
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merely possess the desi1.e of virtue, whilst on the 
contrary, [ carry" ithin Tno the principles of 
cJuc- 
tion and di
orùer, which certainly" ill he JllY nlin 
if seconded by the llangers of the worlù. in which 
you would engage me: fiUJ, after all, \\ hut will it 
profit DIe to gain the \\ hole world if I lo,c my 
own 6Oul? God bas long inspired me with un 
aversion for the worlù, so t1.a t by IIis grace, I prefer 
Iris holy fcar and lIis cha
tè love to all other t11inlT
. 
Do not then oppo

 a design which lIe IIimself has 
in
pire<l. I expect even IllOre tha.n this fr0111 Y()llr 
charity; I expect your aid towards carr} ing it into 
effect. I know that my greatest ob
tacles will come 
from those to whom I owe my life and my education, 
which ha
 cost them so llluch; to them, whom nc"tt 
to God, I am bound to respect; I bcseecl1 you there- 
fore to solicit their consent, and thus spare me the 
grief of occusit>I1ÍnO' thorn displeasure, by emhracing 
the eccle:)iastical f'tate a
ain5t their will." His 
arguments so completely Iiloved Deage, that he gave 
up the pùint. lIe admired in one so young, this 
tJtal contempt of the worlù, and of all that could 
captivate the heart; this fortitude which could 
withstand the tenderness of nature, and, convinced 
that the Baron was called to sublime sanctity, he 
told him ttat God was his witness how anxiou:,ly 
he desired his salvation, as much a
 he did his own; 
but that it was his duty to give different aùvice, 
accordin d to the difference of virtue in the persons; 
that he himself had for:,aken the world becau
e he 
did not think he could ha.ye found sah.ation other- 
wise; not having sufficient strengt1) and courage to 
withstand its ðeductions, whereas he (Francis) llad 
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already given proofs of such solid virtue as to per- 
suade him that he might not only live in the world 
without losing hin1self, but would even contribute 
to the salvation of many others by his example: 
he owned that condescension to his parents, whose 
plans he knew were diametrically opposite to the 
priesthood, had been the chief cause of his opposi- 
tion; and certainly the honour they had done him 
in entrusting so beloved a child to his care, obliged 
him as far as possible to second their views. It was 
true, moreover, that many, Especially in the ardour 
of youth, were apt to look upon as the real cal] of 
God, what in effect was but the sensibility of ill- 
regulated piety, and a certain flavour of spiritual 
things, having nothing of solidity about it, the con- 
sequence of which was after-regret and secret des-, 
pair at having forsaken the world; he had formed a 
better opinion of his case, because he was well 
acquainted with the maturity of his judgment, the 
penetration of his mind, and the constancy of his 
heart; he had moreover observed the special graces 
bestowed on hirn by God, on various and dangerous 
occasions, from whence it might be inferred that he 
had preserved his baptismal innocence; consid
ring 
all these reasons then, he would not oppose his 
wishes, but he entreated hin1 not to require him 
to make the proposal to his parents; he had not 
courage enough for this; he could not be the first 
to impart intelligence which would be so painful to 
them. Francis made some other remarks in reply, 
and said that he would take such measures as he 
hoped would diminish their affliction; they con- 
cluded their discourse as they neared the castle of 
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Tu1le, where the Baron found affairs in a ðtate ycry 
different íÌ"om what he could have wished. 


CII.\PTEI{ X. 


DECL.\BES lIlS YOCA TlO
. OPPOSITIOX TO IT. ODTAI
 9 
CO
SE:\T . 


TilE Count of 
(\.lcs wa
 highly gratified on being 
informed by the l
tters and uccoun ts of Dcagc, that 
the senate of 
t).\"oy had rccogni.ll>d the lcarnulg 
and talent:i of his son, and thought of fi)rming a 
matrimonial alliance bet\\ 
cn hinl and the young 
Lady de 'T egi, thc only daughter of the Barun of 
that name, councillor of state to the prince, and 
illustrious for several other distinguished offices, no 
le5s thùn for his wealth. lIe had already privately 
ncgociated the affair with her parents and other 
friends, who highly approved the match; the young 
lady was in every respect 60 ,,.ell endowed, that 
there was not a gentleman in Savoy who would not 
have wished for such a connexion. The Count 
pursued the affair with prudence and FkiIl; con- 
vinced that the project would increase the honour, 
the credi t, and the revenues of his house. As soon, 
therefore, as the young Baron arrived from Cham- 
bery, he nlentioned the plan, and bade him hold 
himself in readiness to accompany him to Salanchez 
in Faucigny, to be introduced to the Joung lady. 
The propo
ition was like a thunderbolt to Francis, 
\V ho "as on the point of excusing himself from. 
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undertaking such a journey by acknowledging his 
intention of embracing the ecclesiastical state, but 
his courage failed. respect for his father overawing 
hinl, and he trusted that delay would facilitate the 
accomplishment of his project. Conflicting ideas 
harassed him; on the one side, he deemed it im- 
proper to seek acquaintance with the lady when 
his mind was already decidedly fixed against matri- 
mony, his keen sense of propriety suggesting all 
that was right on this score; but on the other side, 
the repugnance which he felt in opposing his father's 
will, prevented him from declaring himself. The 
Count noticed how coldly Francis received a propo- 
sition which would have fined any other young nlan 
with delight, but ascribing it to modesty, he 
imagined that the young lady's beauty would easily 
triumph over an indifference which he did not for 
a moment suppose to be rooted in the heart of his 
son. 
Francis and his father soon afterwards travelled to 
Salanchez. where they were courteously received 
by the Lord de Vegi; the saintly young Baron soon 
winning the good graces both of the father 3nd the 
daughter. No match could apparently have been 
better planned. The young people seemed nlade for 
each other, only that God had other views: Francis 
was unable to dissimulate; and so striking was his 
frigidity of manner, that his father reproached him 
for thwarting his plans, though these plans had no 
other aim than his own individual advantage. 
Francis met his reproofs with obstinate silence, and 
they quitted Salanchez without coming to any 
eXplanations. On their return to Tulle, the re- 
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rroaches "ere rcne\n.d, to which Francis invariably 
rcplieù that he deplored being the cause of displcu- 
sure to his father: the Count('s
 too u:--cd all her 
influence, but in "ain; nor \\ cre the friends ond n.1a- 
tives n10re successful, though tlwy all eagerly dc
ired 
a match, on which the father had evidently set his 
heart. ...\fter nmking Inany attempts to renew the 
affuir, which ull proved indfectual, the Count was 
pcrplext.'d to the 1ast degree by tile refusal of his 
SOil. Frnnci
 entrusted his bccret to a clergyman 
of Tulle nanlt'J Amaùeo Bovard, "i th w h01n he lUld 
b
en acquainted ot Paris. U I have seen the ludy," 
said the 
aint to him, U whom Iny fiither wi:--he:3 me 
to marry; unquestionably she ùescrves an excpllent 
nmtch, considering her worth ond fine endownlCnts; 
I rejoice, Deverthell'5
, within my heart, because 
God gives l11e an inward assurance that I shaH enter 
into His house, unù there make my abode, í<jr I 
have chosen it. God is my everlasting portion; 
never have I wished to contract any other nuptials 
than with the Lamb without Sp0t, ond I shall do 
this by embracing the clerical state. " _\bout this 
time the Baron of Hermance arrived from Turin, 
bringing with him the patent of Senator, which the 
Duke of Savoy, infornled of :Frallcis's de
erts, had 
gratuitou:,ly conf
rred: whilst anyone else would 
hove deemed himself too much honoured in obtain- 
ing this dignity, the holy young man persist
d in 
refusing to accept it; but perceiving how 5
nsibly 
his father was afflicted on this account, lle felt bound 
to explain his renl wishes to him. For this purpose 
he consulted his cou
in Lewis of Sales, Canon of the 
Cath
dral of Geneva, who had great illf1uelice with 
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the Count: he stated his views to him, and succeeded 
in convincing him that it was the will of God that 
he should embrace the ecdesiastical state. Lewis 
listened to him with great delight, promised to use 
his best endeavours to obtain his father's consent, 
but requested to be allowed a little time, in order to 
reco111n1end the affair to God, and to devise the best 
means of disclosing it to the Count in a manner the 
least distasteful to him. Lewis had a special object 
in requiring this delay: the Provostsbip of the 
Church of Geneva, the chief dignity of the Cathedral, 
was vacant; and being at the disposal of the Pope, 
he determined on soliciting it for Francis, which, if 
obtained, he hoped would tend n1uch to lessen the 
objections of the Count: on the other hand, believing 
that the young baron would more readily accept the 
dignity if conferred without any effort being n1ade 
on his part to obtain it, Lewis kept the secret from 
him, but n1anaged so well that the Canon Francis de 
Roniis, who had luuch intercourse with Ron1e, wrote 
in his favour. Providence prospered the plan: the 
Bulls arrived, and Lewis and Roniis, going over to 
Tulle, took Francis aside, and showed them to him, 
telling him at the san1e time that now would be a 
good opportunity of explaining his intentions to his 
father, and of obtaining his consent. The Baron was 
astonished at finding himself thus favoured, frankly 
telling Lewis that though it was his wish to be a 
priest, he certainly had no intention of possessing 
benefices; it wa:; his wisIl to depend for his mainten- 
ance on whatever share of the family property his 
father might choose to bestow upon him; adding 
that he deemed himself unworthy of the post; and 



s. FltAXCIS DE SALD3. 


9t3 


that thC're would be great ilopropriety in placing a 
young IIULIl like himself: devoid of virtue and e.....pc- 
riencc, at the head of so distingui5hed 0. Chupter and 
Clergy as that of Geneva. lIe entreated hilu to 
allow him to resign the righ t in his 0\\ n fin our, 
Lcn is being far better suited 10 the po
t than him- 
self; ior his sole ,\ i.,h wu.s to rClllain the last in the 
hou
e of the Lord. 
Lcwis had great ascendancy oyer the mind of his 
young cow.,in; and therefore told hilll in a deci
Ï\ e 
tone, that th
n.1gh he approved the humility which 
led him to bhun the proffered dignity, and the holy 
policy of following the call of God without seeking 
after beneficcs he likc\\ i:--c bl.ullcd t
at ob
tiBacy 
,\rhich rcjectcd them whcn they canle unsought-fur. 
They n1Îght re..lsOImbly believe that ,.Almigh ty God 
had created these favourable conjuncture expre35ly 
to influence his parent
, and induce them to accede 
to his wishes, with le4Ss rcgret to themselves. Lewis 
undertook to answer both to God and man for what 
might ensue, saying that Providence had its views 
in thus sudJenly exalting hÍIn, without his own par- 
ticipation, cognition, or consent, to a dignity 50 nearly 
bordering on the episcopacy. 
Francis was so docile, that not only did he yield 
to a known truth, but to authority likewi
c, when- 
pver it was sufficiently weighty to sway his n1ind. 
Respect and esteem for J.Jewis, together with the 
certainty of having had no share himself in procur- 
ing this dignity, induced him at length to accept it. 
The three friends next presented themselves to the 
Count and Countess of Sales; where, after disposing 
of some indifferent topics, Francis asked his father 
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whether he might be permitted to request a favour, 
which, if granted, would prevent the necessity of 
ever asking another. The father, imagining that he 
,,'ished for some prerogative (on the plea of his mar- 
riage) which would prejudice the junior Inembers of 
the family, expressed this doubt, before undertaking 
to make any promise; but Francis assured hiin 
that the request he had to make would, on the con- 
trary, be beneficial to theIn, since all he wished was 
the consent of his parents to embrace the ecclesias- 
tical state, seeing that his cousin and the Canon 
Roniis had already obtained Bulls whereby the Sove- 
reign Pontitf conferred the highest dignity of the 
Cathedral upon him, without his having had the 
slightest idea of anything of the sort. At this unex- 
pected proposition the Count almost fainted: on 
recovering himself a little he said; "'Vho can have 
advised you thus, my dear son? I, who have 
looked up to you as the support of myoId age, and 
of the family; and will you think of leaving 111e? 
Sooner or later I must die; you have brothers to 
whom you ought then to supply the place of father; 
will you abandon them and me too? 'Yhere is the 
use of having studied jurisprudence if you are to 

mbrace the ecclesiastical state? Such a project 
assuredly requires much time and consideration." 
These remarks were interrupted by the 8ighs and 
tears of the worthy father; but Francis replied: 
" It would have been my wish and intention to have 
served you to my last breath, and to have assisted 
and protected my brothers, if God had not, from my 
earliest years, given me a vocation to the Priest- 
hood. It was for this that I received the tonsure at 
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Clermont; I formed the resolution in Pn.ri
, and 
renewed it at Loreto. I now implore your consrnt 
to the accomplishment of this my desire." lIe 
Jllentioned the circumstance which befcl him on the 
road frOln Chamhery, when God seenled as it were 
to remind him that he was to forsake tbe sword and 
cmbrace the cross. Seeing him thus calm and 
rC3olute, the Count was convinced that it would be 
u::;eless to oppose his son's project, and could scarcely 
speak for sobs and tears; whereupon Lewis inter- 
posed, and remarked that as children belong more 
to God than to their parents, he ought to surrender 
this one to the Lord, who plainly shewed that such 
was His divine will, and that it was fur this purpose 
that the Baron had rejected both matrim0ny and 
secular h0nours,-that, if nature murmured, it 
nlust be silenced, and be reduced to the submission 
due to GoJ, to faith, and to religion. Heceiving no 
answer, for grief choked the father's utterance, he 
nppealed to the well-known piety of the Count, 
saying to him, "''\hat J would you di
pute with 
God, and oppose Ilis designs? "There is your faith? 
your religion? your submission to Providence? 
'Vould you expect to b
 the master? 'Yhat would 
you do if God commanded you, as lIe did 
\.braham, 
to sacrifice this beloved son with your own hand? 
Or what ,,'ould you do if lIe cut off all your children 
in one night, as lIe did to Job? Instead of depriv- 
ing you of all your numerous family, God only asks 
you for this one, and will you have the heart to 
refuse Hinl? to refuse Ilim who gave Ilis only Son 
for your salvation?" To this th(1 Count humbly 
answered that he well knew whatever he posses...ed 
VOL. 1.-7. 
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belonged to God more than to himself, He being the 
absolute master, and that he no longer dared to 
contend with God; nevertheless he thought that if 
Francis would but acquiesce in his wishes, he might 
be equally pleasing to God, and might contribute to 
His glory by living in, and giving good example to 
the world. Painful was the interview; but seeing 
that Francis and Lewis still urged his consent, he 
concluded by saying that both him
elf and the 
Countess of Sales would require a few days for con- 
sideration, and he therefore begged 
"rancis would 
not leave them until they had given hÌln their 
answer. 
If his tàther felt such a repugnance to consent, 
the feelings of the mother were equally acute; re- 
tiring to her cabinet, she wept incessantly for some 
days; the holy importunity of the son prevailed; 
piety at last triqmphed over nature, and she resigned 
berself to the will of God; having gained her, she in 
turn gained her husband. 'Vhen Francis and Lewis 
entered their room to receive a final answer, all 
their grief was renewed, insomuch that Lewis was 
deeply affected, and wept with them; scarcely had 
they power to raise Francis from the ground w.here 
he had thrown himself at their feet, declaring that 
he would not stir from thence, until they gave him 
their consent and blessing. At last the Count, who 
really possessed a noble soul, making an effort, again 
reminded Francis that when a priest undertook to 
follow the call of God, he ought not to apply him- 
self to anything contrary to the divine will, and to 
the orders he had established in the world,-that 
elder sons were designed by nature to maintain and 
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perpetnate families; that on this account he had 
given him an educ
l.tion which would bp u
elcss to 
him as an ecclesiastic, that in thi
 quality he would 
be unahle to assist his brothcr3,-thnt he had looked 
up to him as to the 8taff of his old age; antI tlInt ho 
could not without extreme grief relinquish nIl the 
hopes he had formed in his regard; he could not 
conceive what difficulty he would find in working 
out bis salvation in the world, in 8 tan1Ïly so reli- 
gious o.s theirs; a family that gloried in fearing anù 
serving the Lord. It wns not, howcyer, their inten- 
tion to oppose his vocation, if, after due examination 
it was judged that God re(luired his services in 0. 
profc3sion which seemed contrary to nature Rn{! 
humanity. Francis replied in terms of great respect, 
saying, that he did not think the ccc1e
ifi
tical state 
would dispense hinl from discharging those duties 
which nature exacted, either towards his father or 
the rest of the family, that he would not find him 
less submissive to, and dependent upon him; that 
he would always find him prepared to advance the 
interests of the family; and he well understood that 
no profession ought to sever the ties "hich bind chil- 
dren to their parents. God was his witness that it 
would be impossible to feel greater affection and 
gratitude than he òid towards those, to whom, 
under God he was indebted for life and education; 
the lattcr increasing his obligations; and he trusted 
that his education would not prove useless to him. 
This remark led his father to interrupt him, to 
request that he would accept the charge of senator, 
conferred on him by his prince; the request seemed 
reasonable, because the office was not incompatible 



100 


s. FP.ANCIS DE SALES. 


with the ecclesiastical state; l1Îs immediate prede- 
cessor in the provostship had actually been ap- 
pointed to it; but the saintly young man again 
cast himself at his feet, beseeching hirrl to grant the 
favour in toto; and to consent to his renunciation of 
any en1ployment which might divert him from the 
functioIls of a ministry to which God called him. 
He again implored his unconditional blessing and 
that of his mother, being fully resoÍved not to arise 
till he had obtained it. 
Although the Count was extremely dissatisfied 
that his son should so pertinaciously refuse an 
honour which was by no means inconsistent with 
his holy project, he was deeply affected; he and the 
Countess simultaneously assisted him to rise, when 
tenderly en1bracing him, he said: "Fulfil, my dear 
son, that which the Lord inspires; it is hard to kick 
against the goad. 1\lay the Lord, who as you say 
calls you to the priesthood, bless you a thousand 
times, as I on His part give you my blessing. 
Iay 
He be your recompense in beaven, as He HilYlself 
will be your portion and your inheritance on earth." 
Francis received his n10ther's blessing at the same 
time, and he, taking advantage of his father's last 
words, expressed his wish to renounce his rights of 
primogeniture in favour of his brother Lewis, a 
youth of great virtue, and whom he tenderly loved; 
but his parents were inflexible on this point, and 
would on no account consent. They insisted on his 
retaining all his rights, which he did to the end of 
his life. 
Amidst all the tears of his friends, it would be 
difficult to describe the delight of Francis. Turn- 
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ing to God, he f('p<,'atedly exclaimed: "Thou ha,t 
loo<.:cncd my bands, 0 Lord i therefore will I offer 
Thee tile 
nerifiee of praise. Ble8scd be God, for 
now do I possess what I have so long desired: no- 
thing now will be able to withdraw me from Thy 
adorable hand." 
I would here admonish those parents who oppose 
the ,,"oeation of their children to reflect on the 
virtue of the lord and Indy of Sales; who, from the 
Dlere bCnse of religion, offered one of such high 
expectations, whose education had co
 80 uluch, 
and in Wh01U they had centered their affections. 
In this, they most certainly sacrificed the interc,;t 
of their own family to that of the Church, and 
deprivcd their own house of the column which they 
thus gave to the house of God. They owned that, 
upon political principles, children are born D10re for 
the state than for their parent,,; surely, then, ac- 
cording to the principles of religion, so much more 
noble than nationality, they are born more for the 
Church than for the state; consequently, nature 
{)ught to Jield to grace. God well rewarded thel.ll 
for their sacrifice. Francis was the prop and glory 
of his rami! y, and the consolation of his parents, and 
from being their son by nature, he became their 
spiritual father, ever promoting their greater sancti- 
fication. Thus were they amply remunerated by 
God, for what at first they considered a loss; and if 
they did not see him a rich man, at least they had 
the gratification of seeing him revered by princes, 
and applauded by the people as a Saint. · 
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Bmos do not rejoice Inore when they escape from 
the net of the fowler, than did the young Baron, 
when, having obtained the desired consent of his 
parcnt
, he 
a\V himsc1f disengaged from the worlJ. 
'Ve may say that now his wi
hes '\ere fullyaccom- 
pli5hcd, for, seekirJg nothing but God, he found all 
tJÜngs in llim, and posses5ing lIim, }1e cared for 
nothing else. On a::-suming the livery of a profes- 
sion, of which he already possesseJ the virtues 
ornamenting his s( ul and the learning which en- 
riclled his n1Înd, he 1ikewi
e put on tlle new man, 
and recei,'ed the spirit of his vocation. 'Vauld to 
God that the door of the sanctuary were never opened 
but to such as are similarly endowed. Although 
the nunlber would be smaller, the profit would be 
greater to the Church, which i3 often injured by the 
abundance, as it is aided by the quality, of those" ho 
serve her, a few chosen subjects being most advan- 
tageous; whereas their multiplicity does not always 
increase either her glory or her joy. 
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The Countess having taken care to provide all 
that was necessary for Francis, he was able tbat 
very day to assume a dress different from that of 
worldlings, to his own extreme satisfaction; and 
being resolved thenceforward to attend to nothing 
but the service of God, and the extension of His 
kingdom, he set out the next day for Annecy, in 
company with Lewis of Sales, there to take possession 
of the provostship of Geneva. 'Vhen travelling 
along, Lewis observed that Francis was weeping, 
and enquired whether his tears sprung from regret 
of the state he had embraced? Francis replied, " On 
the contrary, this choice fills my heart with joy; 
but I cannot reflect on the anguish I have occasioned 
my parents without feeling much affected." Let it 
not be supposed that his sacrifice was less acceptable 
to God, though watered with the tears of natural 
and lawful affection. Lewis did not reprove this 
sensibility, and owned that he had more than once 
been inclined to desist from seconding the views of 
Francis, in order to spare the grief of his worthy 
parents; and that he had only been deterred by 
the fortitude and constancy evinced by the young 
Baron. 
On their arrival at Annecy, Lewis assembled the 
Chapter of the Cathedral, and presented the Bulls 
of the Sovereign Pontiff, bearing date 7th l\Iarch, 
1593. After giving proofs of nobility and learning, 
Francis was put in possession of the provostship on 
the twelfth of May, which that year fell on the 
vigil of the Ascension. Respect for his virtue and 
family procured him great honour. l\Iusic and a 
vast concourse of people rendered the cerenlOny 
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more striking than usual. II. concluded it by 
delivering a discourse overflowing "ith humility, 
telling his audience that of the ma.ny thing:; which 
renùered his vo).age through the :,
 of this life 

angerou
, he believed one of the chief to be that 
of having been (through the benignity of the 
supreme pontiff) eJected provost of the Cathedrul of 
Geneva. It seemed dungerou;') to him that 0. man 
,\ ithout e:\.perience, who as J"ct hnd not distinguished 
himself in the warfare of the Church, should possess 
a provostship at first starting; it. was nn irregularity 
tho.t a man should be made the first before he had 
been the last, and tbat a great dignity should be 
awarded to greo.t indignity; it was like a carbuncle 
in Dlud; well did he remember the expression of 
the abbot of Clairvaux, U Woe to ]IÌm who is pro- 
fessed before he is yet a novice!" And the'\ord
 of 
David, U In vain )"e rise before dIe ligh t; rise not 
till ye have rested, 0 ye that eat the bread of 
sorrow." According to the spirit which vÍ\"ifies 
these words limy be npplied to those who would rise 
up to rule before they have sat down to learn, 
though according to the letter, they are differently 
interpreted; lIe then continued in these words: 
"Immature fruits are out of season, and spoil and 
peri')h; hence I have reproached m)"sclf, and in 
confusion have said to God, I have heard Thy hear- 
ing, 0 Lord, and I feared. But your presence here 
to-day, 0 my Fathers, dispels my fear, nnd greatly 
increases the confidence which I ought to have in 
the Lord. Yes, your presence so completely reas- 
sures me that I can scarcely say which is the greater, 
D1Y present happiness, or nlY past fear, for I now 
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realize those words of the Psalmist, "Serve ye the 
Lord with fear, and exult in Him with trembling ;" 
the exultation corresponding with my happiness, and 
the trembling with my anxiety. The thought of 
being your provost made me anxious, whereas I now 
see that I feared where there was no cause for fear. 
He would have reason to fear, who was placed over 
persons who would not be restrained by duty, 
,vhereas I am the provost of those who have a.ll the 
virtues to be sought for in prelates. vVhat then 
have I to fear? I need not distress myself on 
account of lIlY youth, my ignorance, or my spiritual 
,veakness, because I shall have no occasion to admon- 
ish, to instruct, or to correct, unless it were that I 
though t of teaching 
Iinervfi, preaching to Bernard, 
or as the proverb says, speaking Latin before the 
friars minor. They need no master, who have 
nothing more to learn; and any sailor may act as 
helmsman whilst the wind is fair. It is most true 
that hitherto your provosts have been distinguished 
for learning and authority; hence you might justly 
tell me with the poet that it is rash to enter here; 
you ll1ight indeed say this; nevertheless, for your 
consolation and mine, 0 my fathers, I beseech you 
to remember that God usually chooses the weak 
things of this world to confound the strong, and per- 
fects His praises in the mouths of infants, in order 
that to Him alone may be given the glory of all 
good, which proceeds from Him, and which is due 
to HilTI alone." 
This discourse was received with universal ap- 
plause, everyone preJicting that he would become 
a first-rate preacher, would be the pearl of the 
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príe
thood, and the honour of the Church of Gpneva. 
Hut there was no one in the city (where the t
lInily 
of 
all's was luuch respected) ,\ ho more sinccrely 
rejoiced on thi9 occasion than the gooù hishop of 
Geneva. lIe at once lookeù upon him as hi
 succes- 
sor, considering him as Lest calculatetl by his 
anctity 
to augmcnt the lustre of the C'hurc1)J as "cll us to 
render much advantage and honour to the diocese. 
, 
lie insisted on conferring on him the minor orùcrs 
at once, and on the Saturday of the next Pentecost 
wepk, he ml\de him sub-deacon. The humble and 
obedient provost would gladly have adhereù to the 
regular intervals prescribed by the sacred canons; 
but the bishop would not agree to this: being well 
acquainted ,\ ith the purity of his heart, and the 
extent of his learning, he judged that these, together 
with the diocesan need of zealous workmen, formed 
a just motive for n dispensa.tion. After stating hi
 
own desires, Francis did not venture to oppose the 
will of a prelate whom he so highly respected. His 
lordship moreover desired him to prepare a sermon 
fùr the festival of Corpus Christi, as he wished to 
hear hinl pread). The holy provost endeavoured to 
excuse himself on the plea of incompetency, and 
concluded by saying that it belonged only to the 
diaconate to preach the Gospel in public; he there- 
fore besought him not to impose on him a charge so 
far beyond his powers; but his objections were not 
aJmitted; the bishop telling him that he could 
grant a dispensation for this too; he was therefore 
obliged to submit. Francis bowing his head said, 
that obedience was better than sacrifice, and that at 
hi3 bidùillg, he would cast forth his net; but that if 
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he did not succeed in his enterprize, his 10rdsl1Ïp's 
command would be the cause of it. How well he 
succeeded in the management of his net, in iInitation 
of the ap03tle St. Peter; the sequel of our history 
will shew. 
Whilst he was preparing his sermon, Father 
Fodéré, a famous Franciscan preacher, unexpect- 
edly arrived at Annecy. The bishop was anxious 
to hear him, but as his sojourn at Annecy was 
to be but short, Corpus Christi was the only day 
w hen a sermon could well be given, and as he 
understood that it had already been appropriated to 
Francis, he felt some difficulty on the point. Fran- 
cis not only yielded, but, perceiving the reluctance 
of the other, he entreated him most humbly and 
earnestly to consent; thus did humility, for that 
day, close his mouth, which nothing but obedience 
would have opened. His sermon was consequen
ly 
deferred until the octave day, which that year fell 
on the festival of St. John Baptist. It was a stroke 
of Providence that our Saint should begin to preach 
on the day when the first preacher of the new law 
began to live. Whilst waiting for the hour of 
preaching, as the bell was ringing to give notice 
and collect the people, Francis was suddenly seized 
with a fever, which obliged him to throw himself 
upon his bed. It is doubtful whether this was the 
effect of natural timidity, usual to a first great 
trial, or a stratagem of the devil who foresaw how 
much he should lose through Francis. Raising his 
eyes to the holy mount, whence alone he looked for 
aid., he felt his heart replenished with a sweetness' 
which completely invigorated him; rising, therefore, 
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he went and preachcd, arranging his discourse with 
equal eloqucnce and unction; he began it in such 
fine order, and finished it with 80 fervent a prayer 
as to draw tears from the whole audience. Havin"' 
o 
introduced a few sentences of controversy, he handled 
them so well, that three influential Calvinists who 
were present, \\ere so far convinced, that they ceased 
thenceforth to deride our holy mJsterics, anù soon 
afterwards, being more fully instructed by our t)aint, 
they were converted, although one of them was ex- 
tremely obstinate in his errors, of which we shall 
have occasion to speak later. Such" as the re
ult 
of his first di5cour
e, in which, if then" was some 
mLx.ture of human learning, it wa') qualified with the 
wisdom of the Gospel, insomuch that the pon er of 
the cross was not lessened. Fron} this first sern10n, 
we may guess the result of several others, which lIe 
made by order of the bishop. "7"hen the sermon 
was enùed, the bishop (his eyes still moist with 
tears) turned to the canons and the principal citizens, 
and saiù: "'VeIl, what do you say of my son? lIas 
he not admirably spoken of admirable things? lIe 
is truly a new apostle, powerful in work and word; 
God gives him to us to teach the pecple the science 
of salvation, unto the renlÏssion of sins." Great was 
the applause and praise bestowed on him and his 
family. There were some ladies who applied to his 
mother there present, together with the Count of 
t;ales, the eulogium heretofore conferred on our 
Blessed Lady, "Blessed is tl)P, womh that bare such 
a man, and tbe breasts which nourished him." 
The bishop congratulated the Saint's fatller on 
the possession of a son so well endowed, adding that 
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he had all the qualifications requisite for success in 
this branch of the n1Ìnistry; and in effect, his aspect 
was grave and modest, his voice pleasing and son- 
orous, his action lively and aninlated, yet free from 
stiffness and affectation. He paid attention to elo- 
quence, especially at first, saying that as the 
heretics used it as one of their most powerful 
weapons, he too ought to make it available to the 
Cause of truth. But the power of his sermons pro- 
ceeded more from the inward unction of his own 
heart, penetrated as it was by a deep sense of the 
gospel truths. He gave of his own fulness, having 
111ade himself the disciple of Christ before he became 
a teacher of men. lIe prepared hinlself by llledita- 
tion at the foot of the crucifix, more tllan by the 
study of books; convinced that if a preacher hoped 
to produce much fruit, he must be a nlan of prayer, 
and practise what he taught. He always bore in 
mind the commendation be3towed by Christ on his 
precursor; "he was a bright and shining light," 
inferring therefrom that if we would give light to 
others, we must first burn with the fire of charity 
ourselves. 
lIe never wasted a moment of his time, well 
knowing that a Christian has nothing more precious, 
since it is given as the purchase of eternity. He 
was always either llleditating, praying, studying, 
visi ting the sick, reconciling enemies, or composing 
discords; for which his knowledge of law, as well as 
his invincible meekness so well qualified llÍm. 
'Vholly inullersed in God, he chonted in the choir 
with the recollection of a seraph, and walked about the 
streets with the modesty of an angel, to the great edi- 
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fication of all who beheld him, nor did he ncglec any 
ex....rci
e of Chri;:;tian charity which fell in his wa). 
In 
cptember he WfiB madt' deacon, luwing already 
founded the confraternity of the II(,ly Cross; und ag 
December npproached, wh('n he wa
 to rec\.'ive the 
priesthood, he entirely interrupted his stndÍe3 anù 
all other application, how holy soever it might 11(', 
to prepare himself ft)r this great cvent, when he 
hoped to receivc the 
pÍ1'it) as well as the order of 
prie
thoO(1. 
If the holy provost had listC'ncd to aU that his 
humility suggested, never would he have presented 
himself before the Bishop to be ordained priest, 
though, indeed, wc may 
ay of hill1 what St. Gregory 
Nazianzen writes of :;t. Basil, "that he was a prle
t 
before he received orders," of "hich he had formeù a 
sublime ideo. drawn from the works of the fathers, 
who treat on the s:1ccrdotal dignity. 1\Ioreover, God 
had given him sUl'h clear light upon its excellence, 
a
 to have in
pired him with a holy awe of it; in')o- 
nHlCh that he never would have dared to approach 
the altar if his prelate had not desired it; but this 
second San1uel oheyed the voice which called him, 
his humility yielding to obedience; he devoted him- 
self exclusively to the spiritual exercises, by way of 
disposing himself to receive the grace of the ðacrament, 
aud whereas he had hitherto 
pent Eome hours every 
day in the study of controversial theol03Y, he now 
changed his plan, applying him3elf solely to that of 
theology which is acquireù by prayer and meditation 
on 1Ioly Scripture, of which the IIoly Ghost is the 
master. lIe well knew that when the mind searches 
the grandeurs of God by means of schola;,tic subtle- 
Y OL 1,-8. 
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ties, it is apt to stray from lJis love, whi
st, on the 
contrary, true wisdom and the holy fear. of God are 
acq uired by the practice of Christian vir,tue and 
perpetual meditation on lIis laws. He was far more 
anxious; to be a holy than a learned man, for little 
will it profit us to have the lllind enlightened by the 
truth, if the heart be not inflamed with divine love; 
hence he studied to advance in the knowledge of 
God as the saints did, nanlely, by prayer. I{nowing 
too that God is purity itself, prayer taught him that 
only they desire to see TIin1 who are pure of heart, 
he studied therefore to purify his by the practice of 
virtuE's, which disposed hilll to receive light fr0111 on 
high, and that interior unction which is the best of 
teachers. 
By 11leanS of the spiritual exercises, the holy lllan 
brought such excellent dispositions, that, together 
with holy orders, he received the plenitude of that 
spirit peculiar to the priesthood, and which gives 
strength and vigour to pastors. He was ordained 
in the ember days of December by his bishop, whose 
tears te3tified the devotion and consolation with 
which he inlpressed his hands on the head of Francis; 
as for him, he seenled wholly absorbed in God, as 
may be inferred fro111 his well known high idea of 
the priesthood. "To be a priest," said he, "is a 
great thing; it is a name signifying as llluch as king, 
and is a title equivalent in many respects to sove- 
reignty; the quality of angel does not deserve so 
much respect; how necessary is it then for me to 
consider and prove myself attentively, having to 
COllsecrate the Body and Blood of tbe Son of God, in 
order that I 111ay not read my condemnation at the 
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bottom of the chalice! I am &toni
1wd at the 
as:,urance with which I approach the holy altar, to 
which so many Inost holy n1ell did nut dare to 
approach. It is so sublilile a dignity that the very 
angel.; do not contemplate it \\ itllOut admiring its 
value and excellence." 
It \\as in thc
c tli
positions that he sang his fir
t 
1na:>s on the fè
tival of bt. Thomas the _\ postle, his 
pun'nts and a vast concour
L of people being pre:--cnt. 
l\ftcr vespers he dclin
rcd a fervent di
cour
e on the 
subject of his sacrifice. \\ hen the Senator Faber, who 
was there, fi<huircJ the erudition of the :::)aint 1uore 
than ever. 
Hefkcting that he Wfl.S no\\ a prico;:t, he said that 
God had elected and separated him ii'om the world, 
in order that he nlight lead souls to \ irtue by his 
word8 and example; that a priest ought to be as 
iuyincible and indet
Ltigable in his labours as he wa-; 
in l'prehensible in lllanUt'rs, and that his soul should 
he filled with sanctity, even to overflowing, that it 
1uight be outwardly seen; anda
 thecolUUlO1l p
orleare 
usually swayed by the conduct of the pric:.t, his very 
aspect ought to inspire virtue and cont<)tlud vice. III 
conformity with th{;se sentiments, the baint combined 
the lustre of action with the glury of dignity; hence 
he was as much respecteJ by men fur his sanctity, 
n
 he was plea,:)ing to God for his merit5. A pproach- 
iog the mount of the Lord, the holy altar, with pure 
heart and innocent hands, he received the most 
copious blessings. 
\.
 he celehrated nla::iS, his beam- 
ing eyc:, and cuuntenance inJicated the flames which 
were kindled in his heart, and so perfectly purified it 
froIn the idea. of created things, that he" as able 
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confidentially to own to tl1e Baroness de Chantal, 
that whenever he approached the holy altar, he 
felt hilTIself, as it were, despoiled of all earthly 
obj ects. 


CHAPTER II. 


FOUNDS THE CONGREGATION OF THE HOLY CROSS. 


}{EVIVIKG the errors of the iconoclasts, the impious 
Calvin condemned the veneration of the cross and of 
holy images; Francis resolved to institute a confra- 
ternity, whose chief object should be to honour 
th en1. 
'Vhilst he was yet but a subdeacon, he took coun- 
selof his canons, and gave a beginning to this con- 
fraternity of penitents, giving them a black habit 
and excellent rules, which were approved by the 
Bishop; the following are the chief: 
1. They were to be called of the Confraternity of 
the Holy Cross, this being the standard under which 
Catholicity sustains itself, by which the devil is 
overcome, te
1ptations are su bdued, and infidels are 
defeated. 
2. He would have it styled of the Conception of 
the Blessed Virgin; as it is 1\lary, conceived without 
sin, who affords succour to the miserable, gives cou- 
rage to the pusillanimous, prays for the people and 
for the clergy, intercedes for the devout fe111ale sex, 
represses the audacity of heretics, and protects the 
good fronl all evils. 
3. lIe would also have it bear the nan1es of SSe 
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Pcter and Paul, the glorious princes of the earth, 
one of whom was Chri
t's vicar, find the other, the 
doctor of the Gentiles: the first was the foundation- 
c:tone of the Church, whose faith shall ncvcr fail; 
the otlte,. was a vc:;scl of election, ùc
tined to ca.rry 
the name of Jesus before kin
s; whilst both, by 
their glorious Inartyrdom, have inu
trtltcJ the 1loly 
UOlllan Catholic Church, the Inothcr a.nd 1l1i
tress of 
all other Churche
; he hl\d likewise another l11otivc, 
namely, the i
lct of their being the titular pa.trons of 
the Church of Geneva, which they pre<';l'rved ii'om 
heresy up to the year 1J:;3, when thc liccnse, inso- 
lence, anù interest of the pcoph.: drove away their 
prince-bishop, the cler 6Y un<l religion, so that fl)r 
1nany years this city h
ld been the mistress of error, 
the sink of impiety, and the originator of the trou- 
bles, rebellions, war, and desolation which have in- 
undated the neighbouring states. 
ow the 
aint 
hoped, by invoking the saving sign of the cross, and 
the suffrages of the Immaculate :\Iary, and of the 
hol y apostles, and by turning themselves to the Lord 
of mercy, practising good works, and the like, that 
God would yield to their prayers, (overcome by their 
holy importunity,) and would free them from the 
incursions of heretics and soldiers, that war, famine, 
sickness, and other dangers would cease, and that 
the enenlieg of God and luan bein rr confined within 
o 
the precincts of Geneva, the holy Cathulic religion 
would reflourish, and the Catholics be rei nstated in 
the churches .from which they had been driven, 
reduced as it were to the state of pilgrims and 
strangers in other cities, and using borrowed 
churches. The congregation was to obscrve four 
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chief festivals; the Invention and Exaltation of the 
lIoly Cross, the Inunaculate Conception of our 
Blessed Lady, and of the holy apostles, June 29th. 
JUoreover, on the second Sunday of each month, the 
Blessed Sacralnent was to be exposed in their ora- 
tory, two of the brethren always relnaining in ado- 
ration befì)re It. 
The nlenlbers were obliged to confession and com- 
munion once a nlonth, besides the four festivals 
above nalned: thrice a day they were to salute onr 
Blessed Lady on their knees, with head uncovered. 
lIe exhorted them daily to recite five Patel's and 
A ves, to accompany the procession of the Blessed 
Sacrament, to visit the sick, and the prisoners, to 
fùllow the dead to the grave, (in whose behalf cer- 
tain suffrages were appointed,) and finally he pre- 
scribed rules with regard to t.he admission of menl- 
ber
, and the election of officers, whose duties he 
specified, exhortin
 theln to use their best endea- 
vours to prevent litigation and discord, upon the 
same plan as the confraternity of the Crocifisso, 
e:)tablished in the church of St. l\Iarcellu3 at Ronle. 
The n1enlbers wore a black cloth dress, with the 
rosary appended to their girdle; to the sisterhood, 
he prescribed a white habit, plain and devoid of 
vanity. Above all things he recomlnended them to 
assist at the Church offices, and the instructions 
given at their parish churches; the Saint not ap- 
proving that private devotions should withdraw the 
faithful fronl those churches, where by baptis111 tlH'Y 
recei ved new birth in Jesus Christ, nor 'would he 
on any account allow thel11 to refrain f1'0111 attending 
to the voice of their own pastors. 
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Amongst those who were ('nrollcd in this Confrn.- 
ternity
 we tind the nameg of 8cveral canons of the 
cathlJral, as well as of the nlOst distinguished per- 
s ns of the city. _\.t the first election of the ofJicers 
rranci:::. who was the founder, was also unanimou
ly 
DUl1linatt'å the fÌrst prior of the con
reO'ation. 
On tlw following fe
ti\"31 of the Exaltation of 
the IIoly Cro:,
, the Confraternity began to officiate 
in thp church of St. .John, bclonrring to the K.nightq 
of :\Inlta. the commander giving his consent at the 
Rnint's rC(plPst, who preferreù it. because it was bu t 
little frNlucnted, anll bec:\use it wa
 convenient tf) 
the inhabitants. The Bi
hop honoured tlw function 
with his pres('nce; nothing \\"3.' spare(l that couhl 
renùl'r the ceremony impo:,ing and ogre -able, wllÍch 
conchuled in the eVf'ning with Benediction, given 
hy the gooù prelate him
elf. One great advantage 
arising from this institution, wa') the check which it 
gaxe to di"sen;::ions und enmitie:::., which for many 
years had reigned in Annecy, Francis applying him- 
self to the reconciliation of enen1ies by D1eans of that 
saving word which reconciles us aU to God. 
The high reputation of the Confraternity of the 
ITaly Cross soon spreaù through the neighbouring 
country, and the city of Chmubery entreated our 
Raint to go and introduce it there; he consented tu 
this, and sent the constitutions to be considered and 
approved. For the closer union of the two cOllgre- 
gations, he desired that both should D1eet hin1 at 
Aix, a small town between Annecy and Chamber)', 
on the T uC5day of the following P
ntecost week, of 
the year LjH!. It was not only his intention to 
confinn the union between thc
c two Dlembers of 
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one and the same body, but likewise to render solemn 
adoration to a portion of the true cross, which is 
kept there with great veneration. The Senator 
Faber wrote fronl Chambery to the Saint, enquiring 
w hat the brethren were to do; he returned the fol- 
lowing answer: " God be praised by you all, because 
the faith is now announced in every place. 'Ve ,viII 
undertake the pilgrimage to Aix as you re(luest, 
and as we have agreed, on the third day of Pen tecost, 
in the Salne manner as you saw us here; we will sing 
the same litanies of the Holy Cross; we will go 
bare-footed, because we deem the halting-place to be 
holy, as being enriched with sonle of the precious 
,,"ood on which our Lord was beheld by our fore- 
fathers, burning with still more ardent charity than 
in the bush which 1\loses saw. "\Ve ",\'ill not, how- 
ever, perform the whole journey thus, a few leagues 
will suffice, and this for divers good reasons. As it 
will be necessary to take some refection, we will 
all together repair to an inn, where we n1ay partake 
of a nlodest frugal repast, taking care that the 
nleal be seasoned with spiritual reading, which will 
prevent all profane discourse from mingling with 
our pious pilgrimage. I cannot precisely specify the 
hour of our arrival, because, as many intend to join 
us, even contrary to our wish, especially SOlne laùies 
whom we have already admitted to cornmunion, and 
other devotional exercises, we fdttr we may not 
arrive until late. 'Ve hope, however, to arrive 
at about ten or eleven o'clock, intending to hear mass 
at Aix before nlid-day. It will be well that yùu 
should be ready there to meet us because you are 
fewer in number, and are at a less distance. Our 
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fraternization cannot be otherwi5c than 
incerc, as it 
will bc celuented in pr('

nce of that \\ood which 
effected 0. reconciliation between the immortal in- 
hnbitL\nts of heaven, and the nlOrtal dwellers upon 
ea.rth. X or ought we to o\"crlollk the stril...ing c(lin- 
ci(lencc of your being made aware of our illÌt'UÙCÙ 
pilgrimage the very day that \\ e had decideù upon 
it; awl hence, by Hivine pcrmi:,sion, v. hilst cont
m- 
plating the s.uue cross, let us have the 
tltlle scnti- 
Inent
. )fay God be praised J I sl,:nc1 you the rule3 
and constitutions of our Confraternity, ill "hich, if 
circulllstances of place should rc<plÏrc any alteration, 
you can make it; it is :-utlieicnt that we should all 
have one perpetual law, namely, that of ever heing 
worthy of the glorious title of sons of God. and that 
we endeavour to be truly such. Conduct Jour
df 
always well, my ùear and nlUCh-Y31ueJ brothcr, and 
then the most 1101)" Crucified win IJe propitiuus tu 
you. "r e sa.lute YOll nIl, nnd with you, all the chil- 
dren of the Holy Cross, hoping to see and conYer
c 
with you before long, that so our joy in the Lord 
nlay be full." 
On the appointed morning Francis cêlcbratcd mass 
in the oratory at a very early hour, after which the 
proces:,ion was innuediately furmeù; they lunched at 
Arbe, and then resuming their walk. reachcLl .\. ix 
at ten o'clock. They were met outside the town by 
the confraternity of Chambery, and after the usual 
interchange of courtesy, repaired nil together to the 
church, where one of the Canons 
ang mas
, and 
presented the relic of the holy cross to aU the 
brotherhood to be kissed. After hearing a fine ser- 
mon, delivcred by Father Cherubin, the Capuchin, 
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the two brotherhoods n1ade their compact of perpe.. 
tual confederation and union, electing for their conl- 
mon father, Francis the pro\rost of Geneva. On the 
fulhnving morning they all confessed and communi- 
cated, after which they set out on their return; but 
Francis was obliged to condescend to the wishes of 
the Baron ofCusi, who entreated that the procession 
might halt at his castle, which lay in the road. On 
arriving there, whilst a repast was in preparation, 
they all descendc"d the hill into a little shrubbery, 
where they engraved a cross and the name of their 
patron saint, on the bark of the trees. After spend- 
ing some time in prayer here, Francis stood up, and, 
anxious to inspire the desire of bearing crosses 
calmly, he thus accosted the pious troop: "Behold, 
here we are in shady places and in t,he valley of 
death! let us for3ake these caves and ascend to the 
nlountain of the Lord: it was to the mountain that 
lIe carried His cross, to be ignominiously fastened 
on it for our redemption. It becomes us to follow 
I-lis steps, since He has declared those to be unwor- 
thy of lIim, ,
ho do not carry their cross and foHow 
Him. let each one of us therefore take up our 
cross and. follow Christ to Calvary, at least by 
contenlplation." 'Vhereupon he (and the rest in 
imitation of him), picking up the wood whidl 
hlY scattered on the ground, nlade crosses of 
it, with which, loading their 
houlders, they dim bed 
the hill in silence, and returned to the castle. 
11ere they found a magnificent supper prepared for 
them, and Francis told the Baron, that whereas they 
expected to reach 
Iuunt Calvary, they had, on the 
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contrary, found )[ount Thabor. '1'hat it. WfiS pre- 
ci:-:cly through many trihulntions they must enter 
11le kingù01u ofhcfl.ypn, sceing that it hl"hoVl,d Chri
t 
lIimself to suffer, lwfore ]lc cntpreù into IIis glory. 
During surrer, tlH.'Y di
("our
ed of the hanqnet 
whieh awniteJ thenl in 11ca.'"l'n. TIl(' Baron "as 
l1ighly gratified, and boa"tc(l that, liJ...
.\ bru}mm, 
11e had on that d
y cntertuined angels. 
\. t tho 
conclusion of the repa.;:t, t1w)" resumed their jmlrney, 
and re'1.chc f l their oratory full of good purposes of 
li,'in
 thenceforth lnore holily. 
The reput
tion of the saintly Prov()qt of (;eneya 
daily incrc<\:,et1, and at h.ngth reachetl the ears of hi:;; 
soverclf!n. Charles Emanuel, Vuke of Sa\"oy, wa
 
n10st anxiuus to promote men of h.arning and yjrtlW, 
and con
idering the adv:lntnge which would accrue 
to the public, if Francis would but npply him,;elf to 
the administration of ju,tice, he IWH.1e another 
attempt to illiluce him to accept the senatorial dig- 
nity, which he had before offered; thus testifying 
the high esteem in which he held his worth. His 
relatives and friends earnec;:tly pre
sed his accep- 
tance of an honour, which mo
t others would gladly 
pur
hase at a dear rate. Faber, more than all the 
rest, used an his influ('ucc; he wrote, he entreated, he 
remonstrated, but all in vain. I Ie e
patiated on 
11is arùent wish of living with him; and as he could 
not possibly forsake his wife and station to make 
himself a canon at _\.nnecy, he besought Francis to 
retain the provost-ship like his predecessor, and go 
and reside at Chambery; he eXplained how he 
would then be able to seT\?e our Lord more eff
c- 
tively than in a privatè station, by his rectitude in 
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checking injustice, defending the interests of the 
poor, protecting widows and orphans, the precious 
objects of his solicitude; whilst these duties would 
in no degree interrupt his exercises of piety and 
religion; ren1Índing hinl that his rank, learning, and 
virtue would ensure him such authority in the 
senate, that he would easily be able to protect the 
innocent and repr:ess the vicious. The hUlnble ser- 
yant of God stood finn in his refusal; expressed 
himself in such terms of gratitude to his sovereign, 
as to increase the high esteen1 in which he was already 
held, and replied to those who were most urgent in 
their solicitations upon the subject, that since God 
had called hinl to serve lEs Church, he ought not to 
engage himself in aught that would divert him frOl11 
this first obligation, and that whoever thought his 
state and ministry did not furnish him with full 
occupation, did but inlperfectly conlprehend how 
n1uch charity might anlplify it. Although he felt, 
as he said, that our Lord had given bÍ1n sincerity 
and integrity enough to guard hilll against positive 
injustice; he by no means felt equal1y secure against 
the surprises of inadvertence, so in3eparable from a 
post like the one no\V offered to him; that it was 
always dangerous to have to give judgn1Pnt either 
with regard to the property or the honour of others; 
that our Saviour Himself refused a definitive sen- 
tence upon the differences between the two brothers, 
to serve as an example to those who profess the 
ecclesiastical state; that to keep hilnself at a distance 
frOl11 contests and litigation, would be safer and more 
in conformity with his state, in which he hoped to 
persevere until death; that he felt unwilling to 
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occupy n post" hich might be much hetter fillel1 hy 
another; that it was not well to n1Ïx up sacred with 
profàne things; jurisprudence, though holy, would 
cnQ'fiO'e him too much in secular nftàirs; o.ntI it was 
..... 0 
an axiom of the apostle, that they who fight unrler 
the banner of the Lord, ought not to en1hroil them- 
selves in "orldly hu
ine!'
. Feeling, as he diJ, quite 
averse to <,\'cryt11ing of the sort, he hatl nmùe up 
his minù to announce the divine worll to the peo- 
ph>; and as he couId not divide hinlsclf, hi,; senato- 
rial pa.tent could be uf no other U5e than to aùd to 
t1}(
 papers of some archive. 
IIis pJ.rents imagined that J'rn.ncis would not p(\r- 
sist in his refusal, find Ibttt>re(l thl.m....eh.e
 that he 
would )'icld fb soon as his first ebullition of fervour 
}1aù pa;;sed on: especially as the 11lazi:,trn.cy was not 
considered incompatible with the clerical prof
:,ion; 
and numerous instances proved that the two could 
be combined without detriment to the soul. They, 
n10reover, thought that deference to the opinions of 
so many great men would over-rule hi5 own inclina- 
tions; but seeing him so resolute in hi3 refusal, the 
Count of Sales declared that he knew not what hi
 
son could be thinking of, nor what to think of him. 
But the ways of the Lord in the guiùance of His 
elect, are not always the same, anù though lIe nl
Y 
call some feW' to the dischnrge of 
uch functions, I Ie 
withdraws the greater number trom thenl, inspiring 
them with a holy horror of such employments, as 
being opposed to peace of soul, and that soli tude 
of heart so dear to the 
aints. G <1, moreover, had 
designs on Francis, wholly incompatible with such 8. 
post, intending that he should be n nlan altogether 
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addicted to II is service, whose sole affair s11uuld be 
to labour for His glory and the sahTation of souls. 
In fact, scarcely was he adn1Ïtted to holy Orders, 
before he begn,n to cast the seed of the divine word 
through the adjacent villages so n1uch in need of help 
and instruction, as they had been overlooked on ac- 
count of their poverty and roughness. As soon as he 
was lllade priest, he applied hinlSelf to this with great 
fervour, shunning whatever could draw applause 
upo
 himself; he seldom preached in the city, giving 
the preference to country places, that he n1Ïght 
instruct the rustics who adored God without know- 
ing Him; conversing with the ignorant and sÏ1nple, 
in iInitation of Jesus Christ; and finding them 
better disposed to receive the light of the Gospel, 
as being, generally speaking, devoid of ambition, 
self-interest, and passion, which rule in concert with 
blindness of intellect, and hardness of heart. 
lIe might have availed himself of the liberty 
allowed by St. Paul, of accepting necessary sustenance 
from those to whOln he so abundantly imparted spiri- 
tual riches; but, preferring the exalnple of the apostle 
to his pern1Ïssion, not only did he Inaintain himself, 
but also distributed his own property amongst the 
poor, and solicited stilllnore fr0111 the charity of his 
fì'iends. IIis disinterestedness gave credit to his 
n1Ïnistry; for he well knew that avarice lowers the 
clergy in the opinion of the people, who, if subjected 
to harsh exactions or imperious domination by their 
priests, lose all esteml1 for, and confidence in then1; 
two things abs lutely necessary, if they would lead 
the people to the practice of Christian virtue, to 
which, unfortunately, they have a strong repugnance. 
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'\
hen esteem 1.S lo:,t, contempt and even odiurIl 
often follow towards tho
e whose duty it is to 
announce the worò of God. 
But it was not hi'i di
interestedneS3 alone which 
acquired and maintained the rcsppct which the poor 
entertained tùr our 
aint; his unalterable meeknes
 
contributed much towarùs this good effect. ] Ie 
looked upon them all with a father's eye, anù liyed 
amongst thcIU a
 if they were hi
 chilùren, lo,.ing 
them all tcnderly in Christ. lIe symputhi
eù in 
their trials, compas
ionated their nlÏs -ries, and with 
his usual tact, n1aùe himself all to nIl. that he migl1t 
gain ull to Chri:,t. In a short time piety rcflur- 
ibhed around \nnecy, eyen in tho:-,c places where 
intercourse with heresy had all. but introduced 
atheism. 
'Vhilst he was thus toiling in behalf of the 
viIla;.re'", he did not however entirely forsake the 
city; he went there to visit the sick und the prison
, 
to put an end to law 
uits, to appcas. quarrels, and 
to extingui
h hatred and animùsity. Our Lord 
gave 1 lis blessing to the labours of the Saint. There 
was no heart so obdurate as to resist his winning 
gentleness and charitable per
na
ions, by mcans of 
,\ hich he gained uni\"er:ml gpod-will. Heing ap- 
pointed to hear confessions, he cho;:;e an inconvcnient 
post close to the Church door, and here he took his 
seat at dawn of day, relnaining until n1Íd-ùay; as 
,\ illingly rcceiving the poor, the ragged, anti the 
rùuf!h, as if they were the highest personages of the 
land; and he used to say, that he gave then1 the 
preference, because they were often slighted by 
other coniessors. It is said that he used to lend his 
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own handkerchief to his poor penitents when they 
had nothing wherewith to wipe away their tears. 
Alnongst his penitents, was a blind old woman. 
../\,S soon as he saw her enter the Church. he rose 
frOln his confessional to go and guiùe her to a seat; 
and not unfrequently did he lead her the whole 
distance from her house to the Church: he had a 
great affection for this old lady, and used often to 
say that he wished his conscience was as pure as 
hers, even at the price of his eye-sight. He had 
another poor paralysed cripple for his penitent, 
whom he used to take great pains with, in order to 
place hin1 comfortably and suitably to the respect 
due to the sacred tribunal. 
'Yhilst the Sa'Ïnt was thus attending to his peni- 
tents with hi3 usual patience and adlnirable charity, 
the devil was laying a snare for him, even in the 
holy place. A very beautiful woman conceived a 
criminal passion for Francis, and as his reserve left 
her no other ll1eans of accosting him, she determined 
to assail him 
ven in that tribunal where he held the 
place of Jesus Christ. After a ralnbling sort of 
pret
lCe, interspersed with sighs and groans, which 
puzzleJ the holy mall as to wllat was still to come, 
she declared how viol en tl y she loved him, and 
desired to awaken a corre
ponding sentill1ent in hiIn. 
She concluded hy entreating' hinl to have compas- 
sion on her. The holy nlan, whose purity had 
alread y so often been put to the trial, suspected 
that this wonlan was pos3essed; or at least that she 
'Was yiolel1tly teIl1pted by the devil; he therefore 
repeatedly made the sign of the cross on her 
head, exorcising her in a low tone, and trying to 
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bring }1er back to her senses, 11e rcpre
('nted the 
terror of the divine judgments, and the eternity of 
t'Jrmcnt to which she would be condemned if she 
consented to such n temptation. But the impioui 
woman, finding her"elf hdl1,,<1, threw }JCrsl,1f in to n 
fury, n.s usually happens on such occasions, and 
b(\gnn to cry out against him, culling him un 
insulting, filthy wretch. :Francis wholly unmov- 
ed, told her with his accustomed mcckncs
, that 
it WfiS her soul which must b' loathsome in the 
sight of God; that it indeed required compas
ion, 
and he therefore admonished h
r of her misery, 
ad,oising her to repent anù be converted to the Lord. 
She per
isted, howcvcr, in her ra rr ., to the grea.t 
scandal of the by-standers, who ut length drovc her 
out of the church; ønù not daring to make her 
appearance again, she quitted the city, h.-aying 
another palm of victory in the Laud of our 
)Uillt. 


CIL.\.PTER III. 


CA.Lt
][XIES AGAIXST TIlE SAIXT. 


lIE had to undergo another assault about the 
same time; an aS5ault which might have disturbed 
a heart less solidly grounded ill Christian virtue. 
Ahllighty God frequently permits the just to be 
assailed by 
nvy, to which calumny succeeds, and 
this, to exercise and prove their constancy in the 
good cause, as well as to teach them that they 
cannot be acceptable to Him, UnlCSd they add suf.. 
ferings to their good works. 
\ QL. 1.--9. 
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Some Inalevolent individuals, unable to endure 
the light of such a sun, in8tigated by private 
envy and jealousy, told the bishop that the provost 
was continually censuring his conduct, and severely 
criticising certain affairs dependant upon him. The 
good prelate allowed himself to be imposed on by 
these statements, so artfully concocted as to bear 
the impress of truth. He began to doubt, and even 
to regret having treated Francis as if he was his own 
SJn, and for having looked upon him as the first and 
best member of his clergy. It would be difficult to 
describe how keenly the heart of Francis felt this 
stroke; he had received many favours from, and 
held hiInself under many obligations to his bishop, 
w hose virtues he respected and revered. He was 
therefore much afflicted at perceiving how completely 
changed in his regard was the manner of the pre- 
late; the more so as he was quite unable to account 
fùr the change. On the one side, the good old man 
could not Inake known the impressions he had 
received without detriment to his reputation, whilst 
on the other side, the Saint was fully resolved to 
commit the affair, and the care of his own innocence 
to divine Providence, without interrupting any of 
the functions which he had undertaken for the 
glory of God and the salvation of souls. Time at 
last undeceived the bishop; God so ordaining that 
the calumny should become evident; for unable to 
conceal his suspicions, he took Francis aside, and 
unburthened his heart to him. The sincerity of 
the servant of God soon cleared up tIle mistake, 
exposing the artifice and malice of the calumny. 
fIe found it nlore difficult to obtain pardon for thß 
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calumniators, whom the bishop was determined to 
ptlni
h 
everely, if Francis had not prostrated at his 
feet, and excused his adversaries by saying that 
their reports proceedcd frOlll false zeal rather than 
frlHn envy. From thencefurward tho friendship of 
thes(:Io two for each other became stronger than ever; 
our Lord availing JIim
c1f of the good nnder5tand- 
ing which existed betwecn them, for the success of 
aff.lÌrs referring to His glory; of affairs und ertaken 
under the auspices of the bishop, and cffccted by 
the efforts of the Saint. 
Two stuùents of ,Annecy, lately returned from 
Louvain, were anxious to sustain theological theses, 
in orùer to shew their own people bow much learn- 
ing they had acquired in that famous university; 
allJ they requeste(l the provost of bales to act as 
president on the occa;o,ion; but the humble Francis 
excused himself, alleging that there would be an 
impropriety in him, who had not takcn his degrees, 
if he were to assume such an office, whilst thcre 
were so many learned graduates in the city, well 
"crsed in tltculogy. IIowcvcr, as they persisted in 
the request, he was cOlnpelled to acquiesce. lIe 
displa.yed such stor
s of erudition on the occasion, 
so clearly dissected the argument, and gave his 
replies iu such subtle aud appropriate terms, that he 
acquired the reputation of being one of the most 
lCJ.rneJ, as he already was luoked upon as one of 
the mu
t virtuous men of his age; hence it was 
publicly said that there would be temerity in 
attempting to rival him in auy species of learning. 
In proof of this, some time later, his friends would 
hove him offer himself as a competitor 1ì,r the curacy 
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of Petit Bornand. 'Vhen this becmne known, no 
one ventured to conlpete with hin1; all the other 
pretendants withdrew as soon as the secretary read 
out the name of the provost of Sales. The bishop, 
who had advised the step, seeing him left alone, 
instead of exmnining him, bade hill1 deliver a dis- 
course in Latin on the adorable Sacrament of the 
Eucharist; which he did with incomparable talent 
and eloquence, to the admiration of the whole 
assembly. His ordinary conferred this benefice on 
him, with an apostolic dispensation for plurality of 
titles, which was easily obtained in consideration of 
the provostship possesÛng scarcely any revenues; the 
heretics having seized what had formerly belonged 
to it. lIe was unable to enter into possession with- 
out contesting the right with one who pretended to 
lay claim to it; not only was he forced to appeal 
to the bishop's tribunal, but he was even obliged 
to have recourse to Home, and to the supreule senate 
of Savoy; gaining his suit in all the three courts; 
his cause being so just, and his reason so well 10un- 
ded. fIe assumed the administration of his cure, 
attending to it as much as possible himself, and 
providing it moreover with a vicar well adapted to 
the peculiar style of the people dwelling there 
among the l11ountains. 
It will be well to give a sketch of his n10c1e of 
life at this time; for it was a life of unif0rmity, 

implicity, and regularity. lIe carefully shunned 
singularity, convinced that affectation could have 
no other aim than that of acquiring the esteen1 of 
men. He was clean and modest in his dress, furni- 
ture, and table; in conversation he was 111ÏJd, affable, 
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courteous and civi1. 'Ylth his fri('nds he was 
sincere and uprigh t, but pruden t find re:-t.rved; his 
eyes amI a;;pect bore an nir of parm1isl>, eyer sen>ne 
and tranquil; the inùcx of his pure nnd placitllwart. 
ComposeJ in his ùcmefinour, he nC\P('r 8wen'l'd from 
the rules of politeness, without howc\'er any SCI n- 
pulous uJherencc to them. I Ie uc:.cd to 
ay that 
true piety i
 nut opposeù to the moral yirtucs, nor 
ùoes it excluJe UlIJthing that could n'nùer life 

ocial and happy: we may attend to devotion without 
beillg surdid, untitly, or au
tcrc; indeed, we ought 
to elH.lell\'our to will our fellow cnatures by ß be- 
Imviuur which would iU5pire thelll \\ ith a love of 
virtue. A. certain exterior nu
terity is by no meang 
suitahle to devotion; it render=, the 
ervice of God 
tedious, wheren
 we ought to serve Him with joy and 
cheerfuhH
s,", and with a huly freedom. God COln- 
mands us to call Him father, to shew that lIe would 
have us love lliln tellùerly, with child-like confi- 
dence; nor shall we go too far in tru
ting to His 
goodness; although our sins may compel Hinl to 
exercise His justice, lie nl ways punishes as it were 
against His will, never using sèv
rity until we force 
fliul to it by our obstinacy in malice. 
But this exterior of Francis, in which nothing 
appeared that was not well regulated, (professing as 
he did to lead a common lif p ) was accompanied by 
an inward innocence which he never violated, and by 
a pure, di
interested heart, submissÏ\'e in an things 
to the will of God. lIe was ever attentive to the 
divine presence, full of ardour and zeal for the 
divine glory, and wholly penetrated with the inten- 
tion of extenùing it, and with the de
ire of possl;::,sing 
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IIim. Hi
 whole life is one long proof of this, and 
it suffices to have known him, to believe even nluch 
more than we shall record of him. 
This beginning, though il1ustrious, was as it were 
'but a prelude to the greater enterprises to which 
God destined him. The mission of the Chablais 
furnished him with a more ample :field, and in it he 
had to contend with more numerous and more 
formidable adversaries. How much he did and 
suffered during it will be shewn, at least partial1y, 
in the following chapters. I 
ay partially, beCall'3e 
with Francis, as with all great saints, it is but the 
smaller part wllich history transmits of their good 
deeds; the best and greater share is known to God 
. alone. The formidable nature of the undertakinv, 
which he so courageously entered upon, demon- 
strates that he was a worthy successor of tIle Apostles 
by his zeal in propagating the faith, and replanting 
religion in those provinces where heresy had up- 
rooted it. 


CH APTER V. 


ORIGI
 OF THE MISSIOY OF THE CHABLAIS. FRANCIS 
RESOLVES TO UNDERTAKE IT. 


GENEVA, a happy city so long as she remained 
catholic, may boast of a thousand prerogatives, 
unnecessary to be detailed here; but as soon as she 
renounced catholicity, she rebelled against her 
bishop, and against the Dul{e of Savoy, both of 
w horn laid claim to the sovereignty of Geneva. So 
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true it is, that they who are unfi1.itl.fnl to Go I, ure 
selùom faithful to their prince. The Swiss. having 
under pretext of religion aided the city in it
 guilty 
de
igns, unmindful of the amicable relations c:\.i:,t- 
ing between them anù the house of 
a"oy, dctpr- 
mined to despoil it of the Pays de Vaud, of the 
Duchy of the Chablai
, and of the Bailiwicks of G('
, 
Ternier, and Gaillard, without which, it seemed that 
the Genevese would be unable to maintain their 
ns-.umed indppcndcnce. They intrigued with Fran- 
cis I, king of France, then at war with Charl"'s III, 
Duke of Savoy, and found no great diffieu1ty in 
gaining possession of those territorie
, in banishing 
religion, and in committing all the excec;scs which 
usually accompany viulent political changes. 'Yhpn 
peace was at length concluded between IIel1ry II, 
son of Francis of France, and Emanuel Philibprt, 
son of Charles III, after the famuus victories of St. 
Quentins and Gravelines, France restored the states 
seized upon in the previous reign; and the S\\ iS5 
were compelled to abandon the Chablais and the 
Bailiwicks, upon the stipulation, however, that c..'1.tho- 
Ii city should not be restored there. The Duke was 
obliged by the circumstances of the times to accede 
to this unjust compact; but he did so with the 
hope that some favourable conjunction would enable 
the people to return to their ancient faith; of which 
the Duke himself made loyal profession, and of 
which he was a most zealous protector. But Divine 
Providence reserved this glory to his son and suc- 
cessor Charles Emanuel; and the favourable oppor- 
tunity occurred in the year 15R9, when the 
Genevese, discontented at their proximity with a 
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powerful, warlike, and Catholic prince, induced the 
Swiss to break the peace concluded between them 
and Duke Emanuel Philibert. Under one pretext 
or other, they levied troops and again took posses- 
sion of the territories, which were open, and were left 
unprotected. Their usurpation was but of short 
duration; the Duke no longer harassed by the 
powerful arms of France, advanced with his army, 
and soon compelled the Genevese and Swiss to 
withdraw frOln the conquered lands. For the 
future security of the country, the Duke established 
garrisons and built fortresses, fit to ward off rebel- 
lious attempts, and also to facilitate the re-establish- 
nlent of the Catholic faith. The wise prince was 
'well convinced that he could place small reliance 
on the loyalty of his subjects, so long as they pro- 
fessed a creed at variance with his own; and, as he 
no longer held himself bound to a COlTIpact which 
his enemies had broken by the very act of war, he 
began seriously to think of the means of restoring 
catholicity throughout his dominions. Recent 
success told hÍ1n that in ilnitation of the Swiss, he 
might apply force; but, judging that it would be 
most prudent to begin with the good, he resolved to 
reserve coercion, until he found more lenient 
measures ineffectual. He wrote therefore to the 
bi.shop of Geneva, desiring him to select a few 
learned, pious, and prudent ecclesiastics, to go and 
preach the faith anlongst those people. lIe prOlnised 
to protect the missionaries, and to second their 
endeavours: he provided thelTI with letters patent, 
to shew that they were employed by his orders; 
and he enjoined the governors of the different districts 
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to ns-:i:;t tlIen1 if necc
c;:ary with nrmcù fc)rcc; t]mt 
so none should be auducious enough to disturb them 
ill thc functions of their ministry. 
Un receiving these ordcrs, the good prelate 
rejuiced exccctlingly, and bles cd the Lord for opening 
in hi;, thy, thc path fvr him to go in :-carch of these 
straJ sheep, which though wandering from ])is fold, 
helongcd ncvertheless to him. But on cn
ting his 
eye on
r each corner uf his diocese, he fdt sudly 
perplexcd in the cun,'iction that he had scarcely 
finy one C01llpl'tent to so diHiclllt an undertaking; 
the dangers uf which might well uppal the f,toutest 
cournge. lIe well knew that his dear son, the provot:>t 
(,1' 
ales, was the Juan nlost lil
ly to succeed; but 
!ome feelings of hUJnan respect dcterred him from 
making such a proposition, anù he thcrcforc looked 
l"OUlld for other Jncans. lIe flSl.,cmbled all the clergy 
of his vast dioce;:,"; when after reading thc letters 
of his sovereign, he reminùeù them that the best 
part of the hishopric had for scventy Jcars been 
plunged in the darkness of heresy; that God had 
fit length looked with an eye of n1ercy on these 
abandoned people, ".-hom herctofore His justice had 
gi,
cn ovcr to the spirit of error, and to the desires 
of their perverse hearts; that their prince was send- 
ing them to the spiritual conquest of this desolate 
country; and that if he did not second these just 
commands, he should himself become culpable of all 
future disorders, and be held accountable to God 
fur all the souls which would be lost, for want of 
co-operation with the laudable intentions of the 
]Juke. lIe needed workmen able to repair the ruins 
of the sanctuary; men who would be ready to go 
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in search of the stray sheep, for which his infirmities 
and old age disqualified him. He had therefore 
assembled them all to select some one to second him in 
the enterprise, from which no anticipated sufferings 
and difficulties would be able to deter him; he 
could truly say with the apostle that life was n(,t 
more dear to him than his own soul, and that he 
was ready to sacrifice it if needful, in discharging 
the functions of his ministry. He trusted that they 
all had the same sentiments as himself; that they 
were not required to go into unknown countrie
, 
and preach to strangers whose customs and language 
they were unacquainted with: the sole question 
here, was to contribute to the conversion of their 
own countrymen, subjects of the same prince, 
governed by the same laws, reclaimed by baptism, 
(whose character they bore on their souls) to the 
bosom of the Church, from which, nevertheless, they 
were aliens. In conclusion, he reminded them that 
they ought less to dwell on the toils and dangers, 
than on the recompense which they would receive, 
and the unfailing succours of grace which would 
attend them; because, as the Lord called thenl forth 
to the assistance of their brethren, He undoubtedly 
would be their guide, their strength, their protector, 
and their crown. 
The discourse of the good bishop, so far from 
inspiring his hearers with the same ardour that 
burned in his own breast, seemed rather to dispirit 
them, so great was their dread of the toils and 
dangers to which they foresaw the missionaries 
would be exposed. Not one of them had heart 
enough to second the zeal of the worthy prelate. 
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Francis alone was moveù by the words he had jn
t 
beard; inste.ld of the fenr which was depicted on 
their faces, his eyes beamed with eager desire of 
corresponding with the vicws of the prince and of 
the bishop. Ko sooner did the latter call for his 
opinion, than, with 8. mngrumimity worthy of his 
noble heart, he rose fr'>1l1 his seat, threw himself at 
the bishop's fcet, nnd solid, ",[ y lord, J 11m yeady 
to go, provided you deem me capable of the task." 
A murmur of applan
e ran thrO!16h the ,.. hole 
R:-,:;embly; ull admired the generosity of the young 
provost; und the bi3hop, with tears in his eye", and 
a heart full of joy, replied that not only did he 
deem him competent, but even necessary to such a 
nlission, as being in every respect en,lowcù with the 
de
ired qnalific:1tion
. J Ie deelan.a him;;:clf infinit('ly 
obliged to him for his aid thus aff,)rded to his old 
age; seeing that the burden belonged of right to 
his own shoulders, if he had had strength enough to 
bear it. 
The provost added that he \Vas not only wining 
to second him, but was even ready to take the whole 
charge of the mission upon himself. lIe entreated 
him to consider his age and hi3 indisp03itiolls. which 
disqualified his lordship for such labours and suffer- 
ings; that though a bishop, he did not cease to be 
a man, and therefore should measure his designs 
according to his ... tren3th ; and al though God en- 
joined charity upon all men, and upon bi
hops lll(.re 
than all the rest, lIe likewise required discretion, 
because the sacrifices of charity must be seasoned 
with the salt of prudence; that if he believed him- 
self obliged to give his life for his stray sheep, he 
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was likewise bound to preserve it for the welfare of 
the whole flock; would his lordship be satisfied to 
allow him (Francis) to preach by his order and 
under his auspiees? if so, he would entreat him to 
act the part of .
\lo
es, and remain in prayer on the 
mount, whilst he, like another Joshua, went forth 
to combat on the plain. 
He concluded by observing that in place of many 
workn1en being requisite at first, it seeIned to him 
better that there should be but few. The disposi- 
tion of the people should be sounded; and then, 
according as the first succeeded, others might follow; 
that later, the bishop might go to complete the 
work, when it had sufficiently progressed, as they 
hoped it would. In the meantime, all that was 
needed, was a small band of select men with whom 
he would enter the heretical districts: but it was of 
importance that these few should be endowed with 
fortitude and patience enough not to be deterred by 
the first difficulties, which in all probability they 
would have to encounter, and should not timidly 
shrink from the task when once it was begun. 
The opinion of the Saint was received by the whole 
assembly with the applause it deserved; the bishop 
yidded to the wishes of the clergy, relinquishing all 
personal share in the mission of the Chablais, and 
deputing the provost of Sales in his place; the next 
question was who would be his associates? Strange 
to Bay, Lewis of Sales was the only one to offer hiu1- 
self. Now, although he was a man of remarkable 
virtue, endowed with learning suited to the under- 
taking, the good prelate could not feel satisfied to 
see Francis set out with only oI1e companion; but as 



S. FTI.,\SCIS DE 5.\J,E
. 


]41 


the holy man replied that numerical str('ngth would 
not be nece;;"'ary at the heginning, the hishop yield('J 
to this opinion and di"5\)lve<l the Jlll'cting, oflèring 
up fervent prayers to GOtl for the success of the 
mission, enjoining all his clergy warmly to reCOIll- 
mend it, that lIe might dcign to bless it. 
On this occasion 
oll1
thing happened similar to 
what is recorded of St. Paul in ::\liletus; aware of 
the ù.lngers to which the new nrostl
s of the Chablais 
would be expo
ed, the clcrgy disappro\"l'd the jour- 
ney, fcaring th.\t the Church would be deprived of 
thcm, but the two were intlexible in tlleir purpose, 
zeal hindered thcm ti'Olll bccing that which others 
dreadcd for them, and suhmittin rr themselvcs to the 
orders of heavcn, the party -;epafatcd with tears in 
their eyes. 


C IL\.PTER 'T. 


FR.\.KCIS SUIUIOUSrS ALL OB:;T ACLI:S. L
D SETS OUT FOR 
THE CIIABLAIS. 


'YHE
 it became generally known that the provost 
of 
ales was destined to the n1i
sion of the Chahlais, 
his friends took alarm, and used all their endeavours 
t.) Jissuade him fr0111 the project. They represented 
in vivid colours the toils and dangers to which he wa
 
cxpo:ö:ing himself, and pronounced it Inadness in him 
thus to undertake alone, what the Duke of 
aYoy, 
with his whole army, had been unable to accoruplish. 
On the contrary, he might persuade himself that the 
heretics would do as much to maintain their pre- 
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tended reformation as they had done to plant it; 
therefore nothing but misfortune could be expected. 
But finding the Saint resolute in purpose, they wrote 
to his parents, advising them to forbid his depar- 
ture, now fixed for an early day. On receiving this 
information, the Count of Sales went oyer to An- 
necy, and taking his son with him, went to the 
bishop, and faHing on his knees before him, entreated 
him with many tears not to impose such a mission 
upon Francis, telling him that though he had sur- 
rendered to the Clulrch this his first-born and staff 
of his old age, he had sacrificed him to God to serve 
him as a confessor, but could not consent to have 
him a n1artyr; he could not agree to have him sent 
as a victim to be slaughtered, or as a lamb in the 
midst of wolves. The Saint answered in modest and 
humble terms, and finished by saying that it was 
his chief and sole affair to attend to the concerns 
and the glory of his Heavenly Father. 
Iany 
remarks passed between the father and the son; the 
one resisting, the other persisting, till the Bishop 
would certainly have yielded if Francis had not en- 
couraged hilu, entreating hinl not to make him un- 
worthy of the kingdom of God; that having put his 
hand to the plough, he should lose the crown if he 
turned bacK. Upon this the good prelate admo- 
nished the Count of Sales against further resistance, 
unless he wished to see renewed the act recorded of 
the seraphical 81. Francis, who surrendered hi3 shirt 
into the hands of his own father, that he luight be 
able to follow the standard of Jesus crucified. The 
Cflunt replied that he certainly had no wish to resist 
God, neverthele5s, he had not heart to become the 
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murch'rer of his SOD. "In truth." continued he, " I 
do not òeserve that an angel 
hould come anù arrest 
the blow which is to sacrifice my Isaac; hence I 
cannot bring myself to consent to this sacrifice, 
which, as far D..i I am concerned, will be involuntary. 
1\fay the holy will of God b. accompli
hed 1" Then, 
without anything further, he quitted the Bishop's 
apartment, his son following him, who, casting him- 
f'e1f nt l1Ìs feet, entreateù him not to hinder, but 
rather to animate him by giving hilll his blc
sing. 
"Son," rejoined the Count, "how often bave I 
received your blessing, at sermons, in confe
sion, and 
at mass; God 1òrLid that I should ever think of 
cursing you; but do not imuóine that I will ever 
give my consent to your undertaking, or give JOu 
IUY hlessing on that sC0re." Ilaving said this, he 
left Francis and returned to Sales castle. . 
IIuving piously celebrated the festival of t1le 
nativity of our Blessed Lady, the provost received 
bis prc1u.te's benediction, and, accompanied by the 
good wishes of all the clergy and people, he started 
for Sales in company with his cousin Lewis. lIe 
tuok no other luggage with hin1 but his breviary, 
Bible, and the works of Cardinal Bellarmine, then 
recently given to the press. Gladly would he have 
dispensed him
elf frOln visiting his family, but as 
the castle was exactly in his road, he could not do 
less, without showing positive disrespect to his 
parents. Here he again had to encounter their oppo- 
sition, and all that the nlost tender affection could say 
and do to shake his purpo:,e. The Count disapprov- 
ed the mission of the Chablai:) altogether, and still 
more was he annoyed that his son and nephew should 
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have been selected for an enterprize which he was 
convinced would prove a failure. lIe spoke of it as 
an ill-concerted plan, the effect of indiscretion rather 
than of true zeal; no doubt, then, that the conse- 
quences would be more disastrous than profitable. 
He dwelt on all the obstacles to be encountered
 the 
dangers to be apprehended, and the shaine which 
wOJdd overwhelm them for having engaged in an 
affair so little likely to succeed. lIe told them that 
they might depend on his words, for he had had 
experience enough in the lllanagement of important 
affairs, adding, that he could not conceive how two 
such prudent persons as the Duke and the Bishop 
could not only have approved, but even have ordered 
such an undertaking at such a time. He resolved 
on writing to the fonner, to represent the inconve- 
niences which Inight arise, as in all probability the 
, Dlission would occasion war and desolation in Savoy, 
,vhich had not yet recovered the effects of former 
disturbances, and then, using all the authority given 
him by God, over the one as father, and over the 
other as uncle, he positively forbade them to pro- 
ceed any further, declaring that the ta'3k was far 
beyond their strength. 
1Vhilst the father was thus haranguing, the nlother 
was bathed in tears, so that a heart even less sensi- 
tive than our Saint's would have been 1110ved, but 
faith (by which the just man lives) and confidence in 
God, which ruled his feelings and directed all his 
actions, were superior to all the risings of nature. 
Francis answered with his accust01ned milùness, that 
no doubt the design of the apostles must have ap- 
peared very strange; nevertheless, it prospered most 
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unexpectedly to those who only look at things in a 
worldly point of view; they preached the Gospel to 
nil nations, and convcrted n whole world. 'fn dve 
poor fishermen, without learning, without eloquence, 
without support, oppo
cd by all the powers of the 
universe, succeeded; with much greater rCasun then 
might they hope for succe
s in the Inb"ion of the 
ChaLlai
, so small in comparison with that of the apos- 
tles. I1nd the latter followed the dictates of human 
reason, the \\ orld would stiH be buried in the 
hades 
of pagani
nl. It waS true to say there was 8 wiùe 
difference betwecn his cou
in Lewis and hilll
c1t: D.wl 
those great men taught in the schools of our 
aviour, 
repleni5heù with the Iloly Ghost, confirmed in grace, 
and endowed with miraculous powers; but, on the 
other hand, there was no comparison between the 
vast nlission of the twelve, and the one intrusted to 
them. They would not have to preach in unknown 
idic,ms; on the contrary, they had merely to address 
their fèl1ow-countrymen on the part of the same 
God whom they themselves worshipped, and on that 
of the same prince whose authority they all re- 
spected, and whose power they dreaded; to Chris- 
tians, whom, though aliens to the Church, they were 
going to invite back again to her maternal hOSOlll; 
to people who professed the same ancient symbob, 
believed the 8ame Scriptures, ßud who held some 
doctrines in common with us; "Therefore," con- 
tinued Francis, "we shall not be received a
 stran- 
gers come to proclaim unknown divinities, and wrest 
from thern their most cherished hopes. God never 
fails to give special strength to those who preach His 
Gospel; and after all, we are not sent to the Indies 
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or to England, (lnissions not to be refused when 
offered,) and so far from worldly potentates opposing 
our design, they are resolved to favour us in every 
possible way. Our family, which had its origin in the 
Chablais, is respected there; we shall find friends and 
relatives who will not pern1Ït two unarmed men to 
be injured, men whose only aim is their salvation, 
and who are supported by the authority of their 
sovereign. I clearly foresee that we shall meet with 
difficulties, toils, and dangers, possibly death may 
even be the recompense of our labours, as it was 
that of the apostles, whose imitators we aspire to be; 
but will our dangers be greater than those of war- 
riors, who for affairs of far less importance, and for 
an incomparably less reward than the acquisition of 
an immortal crOWD, expose their lives for the pur- 
cbase of perishable glory? In a word, on occasions of 
this nature, death is preferable to a thousand tri- 
umphs; the enterprise 1l1ay be laborious, but that is 
little when we consider the worth of that Lord who 
has mercifully called us to the ecclesiastical state." 
He next produced the authorizations of the Duke 
and the Bishop, saying that at the sight of these, 
nothing further could be said. The 1\lost IIigh 
watches over the ways of the just, and thanks to 
His aid, the ways of the impious perish. Al- 
though the Count of Sales was convinced by the 
reasoning of his son, it was not without great reluc- 
tance that he consented to his departure; he felt so 
confident that the scheme would prove a failure, and 
that his son and nephew would return to be the 
laughing-stock of the country. But God, whose 
judgments are inscrutable, and whose ways are dif- 
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fcrent from the ways of men, strengthenpd thc hearts 
of His servants in their gooù purpose, they refuseù 
all mcasurès of prccaution which the Lord of "'ales 
wished to aùopt for thcir safety, to guard thcm from 
the insults of the lower clas 'S, 
o diflicult to kecp 
within due bounds wllcn religion is in qucstiun. 
Francis replied, that having entered the 
acrcJ 
nlilitin, spiritual anus were all they ought to wield 
against the enemies of God and of llis Church, there- 
fùre he would agree to no measures of self-pre- 
servation,-the arm of God was not shortel1cù, 
neither waS IIis power diminished: there fu re, 
the aiù of man was not needed. The wcake"t 
instruments in IIis hands are equal to the greatest 
enterprises, and lIe would well know how to protect 
them in all emergencies, if lIe dcemed it neccs
..1fY to 
llis glory. IIa\yillg said this, he begged to decline 
further discussion with his fathcr, and preparing to 
depart, he took his cousin Lewis by the hand, say- 
ing, "Let us go where God calls us, this is not a 
contest in which cither fcar or flight will enahle us 
to conquer; a longer sojourn here will only tend 
to weaken us, and then others more generous than 
ourselves will bear away the crowns preparcd for us." 
lIis parents admired the immovable constancy of 
the holy man, and the Count seeing that nothing he 
allegcd could daunt the two champions, gave them 
letters of introduction to his friends in the Chablais, 
and aftcr accompanying them a short distance on the 
road, stood looking at them so long as they renlained 
in sight. lIe then returned to the castle to console 
the couflte
:" who was plull3cd in grief and appre- 
hension for the safety of a son so precious to her. 



148 


s. }'RANCJS DE SALES. 


CHAPTER VI. 


HIS ARRIVAL AND FIRST EFFORTS IN THE CHABLAIS. 


ALMIGHTY GOD who sometimes speaks to us by 
means of dreams, gave an indication, even during 
our Saint's youth, of the sort of en1ployment to 
which He destined hirn. And, as in a dream, He 
gave St. Francis Xavier an idea of his after-labours 
in the East, so did He represent to St. Francis of 
Sales what he was destined to undertake in the 
West. 
'Vhilst he was studying in Paris, John Boyard 
of Tulle, a man of mature age and judgment, like- 
wise residing in the French capital, dreamt that he 
was crossing lUonnt Cenis, as if travelling from Italy 
to Savoy, and that he beheld a most formidable 
hydra rapidly advancing, endeavouring to ascend 
the mountain, when, suddenly, Francis, under the 
figure of Hercules, armed with a flaIlling two-edged 
sword, advanced, and prevented the monster's pro- 
gress; after wounding it in several parts, he drove 
it back to Geneva, where its wounds were to be 
dressed. In the morning, Boyard related his dream 
to Dr. Deage and Fi'ancis, when the latter relnarked 
with a smile, ""\V ould to God that this figurative 
display n1ay some day or other be verified I" The 
sequel of this history will prove how literally it was 
verified. 
The two new apostles set out on the 14th Septem- 
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ber, IjD4; on reachin
 the frontiers of the Chahluis, 
they tclt animated with fI"csh 
cal, and prostrating 
on the ground, with tcar:l in their eyes, they im. 
plored the blessing of God upon their entrance and 
sojourn in the province, and bc"ought IIim to be their 
guide and strength, to put worùs of life iuto their 
DlOuths, and such an ardent charity in their hearts 
as "ould stand proof against the con tradictions of 
Dlen, and again
t all the obstacles which the devils 
Jllight raise to hinder the people from returning to 
the Catholic Church; they saluted the tutelar angel 
{)f the country, anù fulminated a general cxorci
nl 
against the Jualignunt sl)irit
 wLich infested it, a 
plan which they rc
olved always to follow, (though 
in a low yoice,) when about to di
pute with the 
heretics. Francis was of opinion that the Calvinists, 
and more especially their preachers, were aided, 
or pos
cs
cd by the devils, and therefore regu- 
larly exorcised those spirits, who either hardEmed 
their hearts or suggested the errors to be confuted; 
and he declared that the plan was most serviceable 
to him. After concluding their prayers and exor- 
cism, Francis looked at Lewis, affectionately em- 
braced him, and said that an idpa had just occurred to 
him, to this effect, as they were entering the Chablais 
to exercise apostolic functions, they ought to imitate 
the apostles, and therefore they had better dismiss 
their horses and attendants and make their entry on 
foot, satisfying themselves, like the apostles, with 
that which was barely necessary. Lewis consented, 
and the two walked onwards to the fortress of 
Allinges, at that time entrusted to the care of the 
Baron of IIermance, who, under the title of governor, 
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commanded the province in the name of the Duke of 
Savoy; he had a strong garrison and watched over 
the peace of the surrounding districts. He was a 
brave and worthy man, a great friend to the house 
of Sales; he was surprised and delighted when he 
saw the two cousins approach the palisades of the 
castle. After the usual compliments, he took them 
into the fortress, when the Provost placed three 
letters in his hand. In the first, the Duke of Savoy 
gave him orders to receive and protect the mission- 
· aries whom the Bishop of Geneva would send to 
attempt the re-conversion of the Chab1ais; in the 
second, the Bishop warmly recommended to his care 
the missionaries he had sent him; in the third, the 
Count of Sales revealed his fears, and conjured the 
Baron, by their long-standing friendship, to protect 
and favour his son and nephew, and to assist them 
wi th his advice for the better success of the mission. 
As they were entering the castle, the governor 
pointed to the cannons on the walls, and said, " We 
shall not long stand in need of this defence if the 
Huguenots will hearken to you, for if you can but 
make them faithful to the laws of the Gospel, un- 
doubtedly they will yield submission to the laws of 
their sovereign." 
From the summit of the fortress our Saint beheJd 
a scene which pierced his very heart; he could from 
that elevated spot neady overlook the whole pro- 
vince, but yet he could not see so much as one sym- 
bol of Christianity; on the contrary, ruined monas- 
teries, unroofed churches, overthrown steeples, 
crosses pulled down, villages and hamlets in ashes 
on all sides met his eyes, the sad effects of heresy 
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and rebellion. The sight drC\v tears from hig eyes 
and sighs from his heart, as he exclaimed with the 
propllet, " How has the hedge been taken away from 
the vineyard, and its walls broken down I the wa) s 
of Sion weep, for there are none to come to the 
solemnity; the enemy has carried away nIl that was 
beautiful and good; no longer is there any law, no 
ll)nger have the prophets visions of the Lord: every- 
w here are the stones of the sanctuary dispersed. 
Great is thy trouble as the sea: who shall remedy 
thy evil? 0 Chahlais I 0 Geneva I be ye at lea::;t 
converted to the Lord thy God I" Then aJdressing 
himself to God, he 
t).id, "
\.h, Lord I these people 
have rebelled again
t Thee, and ugain
t Thy Christ; 
the nations have seized Thine inheritance; they 
have profaned Thy temple, destroyed Thy worship, 
and ruined Thy sanctuary. Arise, 0 Lord, and 
judge Thine own cause, but judge it according to 
Thy nlercy I" lIe remained silent a short time, 
shedùing abundance of tears, but at Inst turning to 
the Baron of llermance, he said, "The disease is 
grievous; a great physician is required to cure it." 
They afterwards conferred together on the means 
DlOst likely to succeed in the mission; the Baron 
qualifying his advice according to the time and the 
dispositions of the people to be dealt with. lIe was 
not only a valiant officer, whose n1Ïlitary prowess 
and state services had obtained for him the esteem 
of his prince; he was, moreover, a man of consum- 
nlate experience, who thoroughly understood the 
character of the people he governed, and was equally 
zealous for the Catholic religion, in consequence of 
which be had been promoted to the government of the 
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Chablais. He frankly repre3ented to the two mis- 
sionaries the difficulties of their undertaking. He 
told them they would have to do with a people, 
gross and simple, it was true, but most obstinate in 
their own opinions. Not the least pernicious of 
their errors was the per::;uasion, that the preserva- 
tion of their privileges and liberty depended on the 
preservation of their so-called reformed religion, 
and this very error was quite strong enough to 
make them undertake any llleasures rather than 
surrender it. The proximity of the Swiss, and the 
Genevese emboldened them, as they were ever ready 
for rebellion. Intimacy with them, and the form of 
ecclesiastical government introduced by Calvin, 
made them look on nlonarchical government as a 
tyranny; hence they submitted with ill grace to a 
sovereign, whose yoke they had frequently attempted 
to throw off, and who would at that moment renew 
the attempt if they could do so with the slightest 
chance of success. The re-establishment of the 
faith, would, in time, dissipate the seeds of rebellion, 
and attach the people to their sovereign; but, in 
the meantirne great caution would be necessary, 
because catholicity had been depicted to thenl in so 
black a shade, that they abominated it beyond all 
things. They looked upon the Pope as anti-christ; 
the bishops and priests as the emissaries of that 
monster; the l\Iass as a public profession of idolatry; 
the faithful as pagans; and the laws of the church as 
the offspring of the most intolerable tyranny. The 
preachers, as men, were the very quintessence of 
presumption, and looking on the people as their 
conquest, declared they would employ every means 
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to preserve it. lIenee, having to deal with such 
Dmtcrials, they treat the people with all po!'sible 
mildness and condescension, !:a\ e on questions of 
fi'\Ïth. The missionarie9 should confine theln..,c!ves to 
cs:-,cntials, avoiding singularity, and whatevcr might 
sprin
 from a zeal to" hich prudence was wanting; 
the least precipitation mirrht spoil all; wherLus 
patience and longnnimity, with the blessing of God, 
woulJ bring succe::d to their cfIorts. lie m.1ùeù that 
it would be advisable to begin with '1'honl)n, the 
capital of the province, because as it \\ as near the 
furtre:ss of .Allinges, they could return there every 
night; and he was of opinion that it would not be 
sate for them to lodge elsewhere; in fact no one 
would venture to admit them, so general was the 
hatred against catholic priests; it would even be 
dangerous to attempt to say :\la;:)s at TLunon; there- 
fore, for the pre:,ent, they must use the chapel 
belonging to the fortrc
s for this purpose. 
The 
aint, who excelled in mcckn
s and modera- 
tion, was quit
 
atisfied ,Üth the remarks, the chief 
of which he commit ted to writing, conforming him- 
self exactly to them. On the following morning he 
celebrated :\Iass in the chapel, after which, taking 
his llible and breviary, he set out for '1'hol1on, 
accompanied by Lewis aúd a man-servant. 
It will not be amiss to narrate his line of conduct 
at this time. He always 
vent on foot with a staff 
in his hand, although he had daily four nlÏles of 
very rough ground to traverse. IIis dress was 
plain and without affectation; and as it was then 
cU5tomary to wear the beard thick, the hair short, 
and to encase the lower limbs in buskins, he 
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accommodated himself to all this, as being the mode 
of dress worn by respectable persons, so that his 
outward appearance was not very different fronl that 
of seculars; and this it was which procured his 
admission to the houses of several Calvinists, who 
by degrees, were by him converted to the faith. 
In a spirit of meekness, he made a resolution of 
never using any offensive expressions either to or 
of heretics, or of their creed. Imitating the angelical 
doctor, who, though he combated with all his power 
against error, always spared the erring: moreover 
he resolved to oppose the insults to which he foresaw 
he should be subjected, with no other weapon than 
that of invinci1;>le patience. The issue proved the 
wisdom of his rule. Some of the missionaries who 
were afterwards sent to his assistance, glorying in 
shewing no condescension to heretics, and refusing 
to act with his caution, encountered innumerable 
obstacles, and were looked upon by the Calvinist3 
as superstitious dissemblers, and were hated accord.- 
ingly. In the course of time, the saint was accused 
and blam
d by those who were associated with hinl 
in the n1Íssion, on the plea that he was too conde- 
scending to the enemies of the faith, and that he 
did not make sufficient use of the authority imparted 
to him by his sovereign. lIe did not on this 
account change his plan; and experience demon- 
strated that his accusers were in fault; seeing that 
several times they were on the point of defeating 
every chance of reuniting those people to the church, 
a re-union which was ultimately effected by his 
prudent behaviour; hence to hinl is given, and 
ought to be given, all the glory of a mission which 
ended so successfully. 
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RIS FIRST ES'TRANCE I
TO TrrO
O
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THE holy Inan did not deem it fitting to enter 
upon his n1Ï.;:Üun without first infonuing the magis- 
trates of the purport of his visit to the town of 
Thonon. Immedin.tc1y 011 his arrival he went to 
pay thCln his respects, and to present the letters of 
introduction which he brought from the Baron of 
IIermance; they contftined in compendium what the 
Duke of buyoy had written to him
elf with regard to 
the nlis
ion of the Chablais and the Bailiwicks, add- 
ing InoreOVl'r that as Francis and Lewis were under 
his protection as weB as their servants, and nIl those 
who in process of time should join them, he charged 
the magistrates to watch over their safety, as he 
would hold them accountable for any injury inflicted 
on the missionaries. The magistrates received these 
letters appar
ntly with great respect, and promised 
obedience; but as soon as a report wa
 spread 
through the town and the adjacent villages that 
two priests were come into the province to preach, 
the people were on the point of rising in revolt. 
They loudly declared that the:;e envoys of the Pope 
ought to be driven out; that they were only coming 
to disturb the peaceable practice of their religion, if 
not to deprive them of it, that there was danger in 
moderation in matters whereon depended liberty of 
conscience, to acrluire and prcserve which had cost 
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them so much, both of weal th and blood. They 
added that the sovereign would be obliged to over- 
look their n1Ísdenleanour, because the nUlnber of the 
offenders would be too great to adlnit of their being 
apprehended, still less of their being punished. 
"\Vhilst people were discoursing in this style at 
Thonon, the most violent measures were concocting 
in Geneva, situated at no great distance, the inhabi- 
tants of which were extremely anxious that r10 
change of religion should take place in the Chablais; 
they asserted that the Duke had violated the 
trea ty of N oyon, therefore they were bound no 
longer to observe it, that it behoved them to 
. 
call in the aid of the Swiss Confederacy, which 
had guaranteed the articles, and take up arms to 
drive away these priests; that it was lawful to kill 
them if they could be got rid of by no other means. 
When these opinions reached Thonon, the fury of 
the people was redoubled, and was carried to such 
length, that the fortitude of Lewis of Sales began to 
slacken, and he said to Francis, "vVhat shall we be 
able to do in the midst of an enfuriated mob? 'Vhat 
chance have we of being listened to? It is danger- 
ous even to be seen in public; what would it be if 
we were to attempt anything more?" He added, 
that he did not think the enterprise should be aban- 
doned, but that he thought it ought to be deferred, 
and in the meantime devise measures for resuming 
it to greater advantage; if the people should, in 
their persons violate the majesty of their sovereign, 
or the rights of hospitality, they would be the indi- 
viduals to be accused of indiscretion, and of occa- 
sioning the wars and desolation which might possi- 
bl y ensue. 
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The intrepid 'Francis affectionately embraced him, 
and with a smile reminded him that hitherto nothing 
untoward bad befallen them more than tbey had fully 
expected. lIe had never 1lattered him
clf with the 
ide.\ that these people would come forth to welcome 
them, that they would renounce thcir prejudices all 
at once, or rush in cr
wds to hear them. Then 
taking him by the arm, he said, "bee, we are as yet 
unhurt, we are as safe and sound as when" e left 
our own hOllil's. The heretics will think twice of it 
before they attempt anything against our persons, 
let their rage be what it nIaY. .A mob always Inake
 
a noise, but when they see that we are not afraid of 
them, they will reconcile them5clves by degrees to 
what they now dislike. Almighty God hag protected 
II is servants, and delivered them from much greater 
dangers, therefore, thanks to IIis protection, we need 
not fear the rage of man, always impotent against 
those whom the Lord guards. ""'e have perhaps 
done enough for this day, so let us return to Allinges 
and give the Baron an account of our adventures," 
adding, good-humouredly, "but leave this task to 
me, because fear usually magnifies objects; if you 
undertake to speak, the danger may seem much 
greater than it really is." 
They returned to Allinges, when Francis reported 
what had occurred in Thonon; after due considera- 
tion, the Baron was of opinion that the mis
ion 
should not be relinquished, in order not to prejudice 
the authority of the sovereign. lIe would provide 
for their security by giving them an escort, having no 
notion of leaving two such personages at the mercy 
of a blinded and obstinate populace, urged on, 
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moreover, by the Puritans of Geneva. The Saint 
absolutely refused this offer, declaring that he would 
rather abandon the mission than suffer the least vio- 
lence to be offered to the people, whose conversion 
he would have to be free and sincere; he added, that 
since they had entered the Chablais without trusting 
to human aid, in imitation of the apostles, he would 
pursue the SaIne course, using no other weapon than 
that of St. Paul-the word of God. Princes, of 
course, n1Ïght en1ploy the sword, when compelled to 
it by the contumacy of their subjects, but such a 
proceeding was at variance with the priestly charac- 
ter. A priest should imitate the example of Jesus 
and His apostles, since he is entrusted with their 
functions. The Baron replied that the escort was 
not intended to offer violence or c0mpulsion to the 
people, but merely to keep them within due bounds, 
and teach them to respect those who were acting 
upon the orders of the prince; but the Saint was 
firm in his refusal, and would consent to nothing 
more than that the magistrates of Thonon should be 
,vritten to again, and be reminded of their own in- 
terests and obligations. The Baron therefore wrote 
and signified to the nlagistrates, that the Duke had 
no intention of depriving them of liberty of con- 
science, still less, of any of their privileges, in proof 
of which he had sent them two pri ests, whose sole 
arms was the 'V ord of God, but as there were several 
persons in the Chablais who wished to be instructed 
in the Catholic faith, lost amidst popular commotions, 
he had sent to the province men con1petent to give 
the required instruction. The Duke might have used 
force, (seeing tbat his enemies had been the first to 
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break the treaty of peace,) but be refrained from this 
in order to leave their liberty entire. The ßaron 
reminded them that they talked of nothing but 
liberty of conscience, anù how nUlch their conùuct 
was oppo::>cd to it, since they wanted to prevent the 
preaching of a religion which the sovereign pro- 
fesseù, as well 8S to prevent those who wished it, 
from embracing it. lIe declared to them thnt it WfiS 
the I hIke's will to have the CJ.tholic doctrine taught 
without impeùiment throughout the province; that 
:Francis and his companions were under his !)rotec- 
tion, and that he would hold the council responsible 
for any injury inflicted on them; and, though no 
one should be compelleJ to go and hear thelll preach, 
50 neither should anyone be hinJered from so doing, 
or from embracing the doctrines which they taught. 
lIe concluded by requiring their positive assurance 
in writing to this effect. 
The council replied in most submissive terms, 
throwing the blame of what had happened on the 
populace, so difficult to rule in certain unlooked-for 
circumstance:3, pleùging themselves to carry into 
effect the intentions of the prince, with all due 
respect. 
The next day when Francis reached Thonon, he 
was received with much more consideration; never- 
theless, be could soon perceive that there were secret 
and strict prohibitions against anyone going to hear 
him, or having any intercourse with hÌ1n, so that he 
stood as completely isolated in the nlÎddle of ThoDon 
as if he were in a desert; he continued, notwith- 
standing, to go thither every day, as if he had the 
most important affairs to transact; rain, wind, or 
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snow, nothing deterred him, and often wIlen the 
stoutest rustics would not face the road, he was to 
be seen regularly plodding backwards and forwards, 
to the astonishment of everyone, and well was it for 
him that he had inured himself to hardy habits, and 
was able to endure hunger, thirst, cold, and other 
privations incident to the ministry which he had 
assumed; though, robust as he was, his sufferings 
frequently well nigh put an end to hin1. His friends 
represented to him the uselessness of exposing him- 
self to all these inconveniences, to whom he replied 
in the words of our Saviour: "!(now ye not that I 
must be about my Heavenly Father's work?" adding, 
that as God alone knew the moment prefixed for the 
conversion of these people, and as it might come 
sooner than was expected, it behoved him to be ever 
in readineðs for it. 
The first winter which he spent in the Chablais was 
so severe, the snow so abundant, and the frost and 
cold so intense, that his hands, feet, and legs festered 
and broke, so that the path was often stained with 
his blood; hii torn shoes and buskins being insuffi- 
cient to protect his wounds; but he would not on 
this account omit his daily journeys; in effect, nut 
satisfied with walking all the way to Thonon, he 
would visit the neighbouring villages, where he often 
met with adventures that would have cooled a less 
ardent charity than his own. 'Ve may with truth 
affirm that the parable of the good shepherd, seeking 
his stray sheep amidst rocks and precipices, was but 
a faithful picture of what Francis did for the con- 
version of the Chablais; and that Jacob, so wearily 
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tending the flocks of Laban, in heat and cold, wa.s 
but a figure of him. 
IIis sufTerings in summer were not much lc

 
 the 
intpnse heat of the sun':1 rays on the plains, leflectc(l 
hy the surrounding height
, all hut o\"crpowèn'd 
him. It will not be amiss to detail some circum- 
stances referring to this epoch of the Saint's life, 
well calculated to cncourage tho
e who lahour in the 
conycrsion of soul
, fiS well as to confound the 
cournge of the nlOst magnnnilllou<:;. I..ikc the great 
npostle, he might say that dIP signs of his aposto- 
late wcre toils, vigil.;;, filsting, calumnicQ, insults, 
persccutions, and every sort of suffering enùurecl 
with incomparable patience. .Although his wllole 
life at this time was one continued sutfcring, 
as subscquent chapters will demonstrate, we will 
1l1ention Bome of tho
e which have reached our 
knowledge, though it is quite certain tha.t only the 
least part of them has been recordcd. It mu"t 
have been no slight trial to him to have to cro
s the 
Durance, a rapid river, on no bettcr bridge than 0. 
cross- beam. In the two first winters this beanl was 
like a sheet of ice, but his zeal found out a" oy of 
crossing; he crawled oyer it on his hands and knees 
at no smoll ri!'k and toil. lIe might sometimes lJUye 
Epared himself this task, but z{ al f(lr souls, and 
devotion to the holy 
acrifice of the masc::, made him 
regularly encounter it. 
o many and great were 
his sufferings at this time, that some historians of 
his life pass this one over as unimportan t, although 
it occurs in the bull of his canonization. 
One eycning he set out later than usual on his 
return from Thonon to Allinges , }lfiyiucT been detained 
'-' 0 
VOL I.-II. 
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on business connected with the n1ission. Night over- 
took him, and he Inissed his path. After ran1bling 
about to no purpose for a long time, they reached a 
village at a late hour when all the people were in 
bed. The ground was covered with snow, so that 
the herdsmen did not venture to take their flocks 
out even in the day-time. 'They knocked at every 
door, entreating shelter, lest they should perish of 
cold, but all in vain; it was a Calvinist hamlet, and 
not one of the inhabitants could be moved to com- 
passion. Roland, the man-servant, thought the 
name of such a man would soften them, so he incau- 
tiously said who he was, but this only made them 
more obstinate, and drew forth a volley of abuse: 
God, however, who never forsakes His servants, en- 
abled them to discover the village oven which was 
still wann. Francis, Lewis, aItd the servant entered 
the bakehouse, and thus preserved their lives; but 
for this they must inevitably have been frozen to 
death. 
Another evening they arrived at a village, tho- 
roughly drenched with rain, yet on no plea could 
they obtain so much as shelter, so strict were the 
prohibitions of the n1Ïnisters against one whom they 
looked upon as their greatest enemy; they were there- 
fore compelled to pass the night in tbe open air, 
exposed to all the inclemency of the weather. Like 
the apostles, Francis blessed the Lord for being 
found worthy to suffer something for the glory of 
His name. 
Such accidents would have induced anyone, less 
submissive to the will of God and less zealous for 
His glory, to take precautions against their recur- 
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TC'nce, but our 
aint never thought of sparing him- 

elfwhen the 
alvatiun of his llei
,ðlbour \\ß.S in qu
s- 
tion; toil, f'ufrl'ring, ami danger 
 }em
d but to 
incr
a:'f' his courage. On one occl1
il)ll he was Inet 
hy a hl'retic, who, dreading the in't>cti\"es of his 
clergy nnJ his acquaintance, did not like to accost 
}'rancis in the town, but wuybill hinl on his H.'turn 
to the fortre
s, wishing to hnn' a privatf' conferenco 
\\ ith him. lIe told him at once that his meekue5s anù 
patienc
 nnd the 
ufièriugs to" hich he ùaii y 
x- 
posed himself for the salvation of pcople who received 
him 
O ill, hnd made nIl imprl':;
ion on his mind, tlmt 
}1l
 had contrasted "])i:i manner of life with that of 
thei r 0wn preachers, aud had corne to the concl U
iOll 
that purity uf doctrine IIIUSt L
 there where there 
wus purity of life; he entreated him therefore to 
become his in;tructor, conjuring him by the Blood 
whit'll Jesus haù shed for the balvation of soub, not 
to delay the instructiõn he Su much needed, and 
which he expect
d frmu his charity. It was then 
almost night, and having to pass through a. wood, 
this dela.y fo:cemed dangerous. Lcwis, and the servant 
who had 
hared his sufferings on prcviou
 occa
ion3, 
strongly urgeù him to dd'er the instruction till the 
next day, but Frnncis replied that none of th(:n1 
were sure of a next day, and that it would be to 
hilll a source of self-reproach to the last day of his 
life, if, from fear of suffering and danger, (from 
which God could easily preserye him if lIe pllased,) 
he deferred even fur a brief space, advice which could 
contribute to the salvation of a souL lIe spent so 
much time in catechising the Calvini
t, that night 
oycrtook them precisely as they wert: entering the 
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wood; it was impossible for them, dark as it wa
, to 
distinguish the right path, whilst the bears and 
,volves were howling around on all sides. Rowland 
was half terrified to death, and Lewis was not much 
better. Francis alone remained full of holy confi- 
dence; he consoled them, and assured them that our 
Lord, who had preserved Daniel in the lions' den
 
'Would watch over them, seeing that they incurred 
their present risk, only because they gav
 suc- 
cour to a soul that asked it in fIis nanle; they ram- 
bled on without knowiug whither, and at last 
reached an old ruinous building 'Yhere, under a por- 
tion of remaining roof, th
y found some sort of 
shelter. 'Vhilst they were resting there, the moon 
shone forth in fall splendour, and revealed to Francis 
that the edifice had once been a church, and like 
nlany others, had been destroyed by the Calvinists; 
the sigh t ren1Índed him forcibly of the deplorable 
state of the Chablais; the churches in ruins, the 
priests expelled, truth tranlpled upon, and heresy 
tritunphant; add to these the blindness and obdu- 
racy of the people all but invincible, insomuch that 
they closed their ears against the voice of those by 
whose means our Lord recalled them to His bosOln. 
An1Ìdst these ruins our Saint renewed the lamen- 
tation of Jeremias; seated upon a stone, his eyes 
streaming with tears, he exclaimed from the inmost 
depths of his heart, "0 temple, to whatever saint 
thou Inayst have been dedicated, in thy ruins do I 
adore that God who lives through endless a
es of 
ages, and I-lis only Son, who, suffering such tornlents 
for me, animates me to suffer for I-Iim. Drive hence 
the north winds, and let the soft southern breeze 
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blow through these gardens the sweet 8cent of 
aroma.tic spices I ßles
 our purposes, Ù Lord I :-;end 
Thy divine Spirit up,)n the heart of this nation, and 
enkindle in it the fire of Thy holy luve. 'Yith 
Thy u;;ua.l bcni..rnityenable Ib, 0 J )rd, to rebuilJ. 
the w.1.11s of J eru
a.lcm, .\ccording tù Thy good plea- 
sure: thcn sha.1t Tholl receiv. s.Lcrifices of justice, 
obtLtions, an<l hol()c;1.u,t
. 0 great God I the pt'ople 
CllllC to Thy inheritance anli prl)tàneJ Thy temple; 
at llo:.l.:,t, U Lord, <lisp }se our hearts that they be n. 
suita.ble lodging-place for Thee." 
leep ovcrpowere\r 
him whilst he \\n.i thus praying: he slept, like an- 
uther .Jacob, on the stonc3 until brl'ak of da.y, when 
awakened by hi
 scrV
Lnt, he màcle an act of adura- 
tion to God, and pur
ued his hOllwwar r { journey. 
Those who abound in the spirit of this worl(l, being 
inc
Lp;1.bl
 of feelings like these, anù being ruled by 
their pa

ions, cannot concei\pc how the saints are so 

e1l5itive to the intere
t
 of G.>ù's 
lory; but they 
who know how guod is the GoJ of Israel to thoge of 
upright heart, will find nothing in our details but 
what they thenlselves have experienced on similar 
occaSiOns. 
Owing to the rigorous prohibitions a3ainst anyone 
g
)ing to hearken to him, the b:1.int's first labours in 
Thonon seemed useless; sometimes he would cry 
out in the middle of the town, 

 IIo\V long, 0 ye 
children of men, will ye be hard of heart? how long 
will ye love yanity and seek after li{'s!" IIis la- 
. bours, however, proved most profitable anHmgst the 
soldiers garrisoned at ....\.llinges. As the Centurion 
wag one of the first tv believe in Christ, aud as 
Curnelius, a military man, was the first Gentile con- 
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verted by St. Paul, so too did Francis gather the 
first fruits of his mission by reforlning the manners 
of the soldiers belonging to the fortress. Our Lord 
thus demonstrating that there is no state of life in 
which man may not work out his salvation, and 
seeming as if He would authorise the mission of the 
Saint, by rendering it similar to that of Ilis only 
Son, and those of fIis apostles. His piety and zeal 
gained him the confidence of aU, especially of the 
officers, of which he availed himself to win them 
over to God, and to make His holy love reign in 
them. lIe began by converting some Calvinists 
attached to the garrison, and their conversion was so 
complete, that they concurred with him in improving 
the 1110rals of their Catholic cOlnrades. 
Three vices then predominated in the army, 
swearing, drunkenness and duelling. To remedy 
these, Francis had recourse to the governor, explain- 
ing to him that he was rendering hin1self accessory 
to the guilt of his dependants, by not opposing it, and 
as swearing is held to be a grievous sin amongst 
Catholics, he prevailed on him to issue a proclama- 
tion, Í111posing heavy penalties on anyone who should 
blaspheme the holy nalne of God, the Blessed Virgin, 
or the saints, either at play, in conversation, or in 
anger. Thus, swearing was soon put an end to, 
though until now there was scarcely an individual 
in the fortress who was not addicted to it. His next 
attack was upon duels. It was the impious custom 
of those days to settle aU disputes by single combat 
in some preconcerted place. but with a view to per- 
sonal security, the captain's leave was first obtained. 
For SOlne imaginary point of honour, for a slighting 
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worù, in filct ft)r n mere trifle, were men continually 
risking their lives, anù often I05ing them, ag if by 
this thcy acquired as much glory as when they 
cxpl)::>ed thcmselves for their prince and country on 
the b
lttle-field. The Saint spoke so energetically 
ugain
t thi
 practice in his public discour:) .s and in 
private convcr
<ltion with the Baron, that this brutal 
folly, hitherto of u1most daily occurrence, wo.s quite 
abolishcd. ] [e clearly prt)ved to the Baron that 
duelling wns forbidden hy alllaw:3, nnd conjured him 
not to renùer himself guilty of sin, by Il.aving the 
soldiers at liberty to have recourse to it, for that it 
wa.;; injurious to the countrr, to the 
ovcrcip'n, and 
to hi:) own conscience. IIis advice was implicitly 
attended to, the oflìcer3 ,,'cre torbiddcn to allow 
thcir men to fight a duel. 'fhe same zeal and the 
S;.llllC success attended his effort:) to establi
h habits 
of temperance amongst them. 
The early historians of hi
 lifc tell us that God 
gave such n ble
:"ing to the apostolic labours of the 
Saint at Allinge:ö:, that the garrison was nlOre like a 
well-regulated Inonastery than the ahode of a troop 
on soldiers; Jet, he exacted fronl thcm no prn.ctice 
of piety, but such as were conformable to thcir state; 
never was there a spiritual guide who better under- 
stood how to regulate each one according to his 
condition; his "Introduction to a Devout Life," is 
n good proof of this. lIe endeavoured to inspire 
the troops with a holy fear of the divine judgments, 
telling them that as their profession frequently 
obliged them to expose their lives to danger, it was 
of the highest inlportance that they should keep 
themselves in such a state as would save them from 
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dreading the consequences of a sudden death. These, 
and similar maxims, seconded by his example, and 
above all by his prayers, changed the soldiers into 
new men. He filled their hearts with a sincere 
piety, which so far from being incompatible with 
valour, contributes to it, and gives it its brightest 
lustre. 
Thus, combining sweetness with rigour, the sim- 
plicity of the dove with the prudence of the serpent, 
a condescending charity with a most ardent zeal, 
he succeeded in an ineredibl y short space of time 
in eradicating abuses and evil habits as deeply 
rooted as they were pr
judicial; and this to the 
great adn1iration of the inhabitants of Thonon, who, 
fronl neighbourhood, had much intercourse with the 
fortr
ss of Allin3es. 
One only task would not satisfy the magnanimous 
zeal of our apostle; therefore, whilst he .was thus 
labouring amongst his soldiers, he did not desist 
fì.om his daily journey to preach the faith at Thonon. 
From the first, sonle of the most bigoted were for 
taking away the life of the new preacher, whilst 
the more nloderate satisfied thenlselves with des- 
pising his undertaking. They looked upon his 
sermons as the effect of over zeal on the part of a 
young missionary, who wished to give his partizans 
a good opinion of his virtue; adding that the flame 
of his ardour would soon be extinguished by the 
Elight appearance of success, seeing that scarcely 
anyone deigned to go and hear hÍ1n; besides, it was 
hardly to be expected that his preaching woulJ be 
long tolerated in a town so totally opposed to his 
l'eligion; but the hour destined by God for the 
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conversion of the Chahluis came at lu.
t; nnd in vain 
did Gencva anù its emi:l
arie
 strive to check it with 
their cahals Rnd their calumnies. No furce, no 
counsels can hinder the e
ccution of that which the 
LorJ has decreed. .A\n oll1uipotent cause always 
produces its dfccts; and thi::, all the mure infallibly, 
the more its power and force accollllllodate tlu.::lil- 
seh.es to the freeJOln of the hum
n heart. 
The inhabitants of 1'honon, were, indeed, deeply 
prejudiced against the 
aint; they ha(l often heard 
him dèscribccl as a Jnagi
ian, a seducer, a deceiver, 
and n. hypocrite; nevertheless they could not ignore 
his picty, gentlen

, invincible patience, 0.11(1 inde- 
fiLtigahle zeal. The Cal \"inist nlinisters attributed 
his every uctiOll to 0. secret ambition which 
s()ught its own ends, by ways Illl):)t ditlìcult it wus 
true, but not le
g secure; but he despised their 
calunmics, as 11luch as if they in no way conc
rned 
him. The prince's authority, of which he so little 
availed himsdf, the innocence and simplicity of his 
conduct, 80 completely opposed to anything like 
human pretension, spoke highly in his favour, inso- 
Dluch that the most obstinate looked upon hilu as 0. 
8aint. ...\foreover, the officers and soldiers of 
\.llinge
, 
in their frequent intercourse with Thonon, spoke 
lou(lly of his virtues and noble qualities; whilst tbe 
evident change in their Inanners was his best eulc- 
gium, and went far towards removing the prejudices 
of his enemies. The garrison of ...\.llinges no longer 
dispbyeJ that unbridled licence, in which hitherto 
it had gloried; no Inore horrid 0.ath5 and blasphe- 
n1Ìes; no more duels to wrest souls fronl God, and 
valiant subjects frunl the prince. On the contrary, 
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the men were submissive to the laws, decorous in 
speech, modest in behaviour, nlore exact in the 
discharge of their various duties) because performed 
from the purest and sublÏ1nest of motives. Now 
they followed the dictates of conscience, where 
fonnerly they had been guided by human respect. 
This unexpected change was a just subject of admi- 
ration; the hand of the 1\lost High visibly appeared 
in it, whilst it created an esteenl for the instrument 
of which our Lord had Inade use to effect it. In 
this nlanner did God dispose men's hearts in favour of 
lIis servant, and open the path to the vast works 
which he afterwards accomplished. 
lIe hill1self perceived that the aversion of the 
people was daily diminishing; they no longer strove 
to shun his approach; therefore he thought he 
might now venture to call at the houses of those 
with whom he had occasionally exchanged a word; 
that he might be able to come out his own way, he 
"'vas content to go in theirs. At first, his visits were 
merely of civility and courtesy; he spoke upon 
indifferent topics, anxious to habituate the people 
to receive him. It nlust be owned there was some- 
thing enchanting in his Inanner, everyone wai 
fascinated by his engaging sweetne3S; he had only 
to speak, to win all hearts; whilst, on the contrary, 
the ilnperious, harsh, and exacting manners of the 
ministers, contrasted most vividly with, and tended 
materially to exalt, his affability and meekness. 
They never passed him without insulting and load- 
ing him with abuse, too offensive to be repeated 
here; and this served equally to illustrate his 
moderation (for he never betrayed the least emotion) 
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and to acquirp hint the e
t 'cm of thosc wllo wit- 
nesseù his patience, and the o\'crweening pride of 
his opponents. 
It was impossible for these ,'isits to continuc long 
without referring to the caUSe which had brought 
hiln to the Chahlais, well knowing that hp was not 
come to the town lllCrcly to wast
 his time. TIe 
o.yailed him
clf of cvcry opportunit) to introduce 
thc subject of religion. Tho "ublime manner in 
which he treated mattcrs of controycr!õlY, gainea fè)r 
1.im the reputation of being learned; th('n, hy 
ù"gree
, l11s hearers becanlC curious awl duhi()u
, 
anù, la..,tJy, anxiou
 to be informed. This "ß
 pre- 
cisely what the Saint wantcd. lIe then eXplained 
the mysteries of the catholic faith to them, in tcrms 
so clear and convinC'ing, that many of t}l(,'1ll began to 
listen to him with delight, and c,'en wit}1 profit. 
By degrec
, he drew over friends to him--clf, awl 
snhject'-' to the church, till at lcngth the wholc of 
the Chablais and the three Bailiwicks were con- 
verted; so that when he returned to Annecy from 
this mi
sion, he was able to say with truth, that be 
left fewer heretics there, than he had found Catho- 
lics; and it is well known that on his arrival, he 
found no more than seven or eight Catholics. 

 0 eloquence could do justice to his humble 
patience and his apostolic toil. As Eoon as his 
D1ission began to fructify, he often delivered three 
and four sermons in a day, first at Allinges, then at 
'fhonon, and then in the Deigh bouring villages; 
submitting to un the inconveniences of these 
journeys on foot, in a mountainous district, with 
almost impa
5able roads; and he did all this at 8 
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time when he often had not more than eigh t or nine 
persons in the congregation; this was particularly the 
case in the parish church of Allinges, situated at 
SOHle distance from the fortress, and whither he used 
to go and preach every day on his way to Thonon. 
He did this for three years; and when we consider 
the circumstances of time and place, such perseve- 
rance 11lay well excite adlniration. Sometimes he 
only found two or three, and even only one old 
woman in the church; nevertheless, he regularly 
went there through the frost and snow of winter, 
and the scorching heat of summer; finding as much 
satisfaction, and preaching with as 111uch zea], as if 
he h:1d a numerous and very respectable audience. 
,As nature is apt to flag, when the nU111ber of his 
hearers does not stinlulate the energy of the 
preacher, God was pleased to make kno\vn by the 
following incident how useful his sermons were; 
and that he ought not to spare himself even if but 
few persons were present to hear him. On the 
festival of St. Stephen, kept with soleInnity at 
Allinges, when the hell rang for the sermon, seven 
individuals only nlade their appearance. The slnall- 
neBS of the number, so contrary to what he had 
expected, surprised him, and he hesitated as to 
whether it would be worth while to preach; but 
reflecting that charity looks not to whether there be 
few or nlany, and that Jesus had not disdained to 
speak to a single Sàmaritan woman, he entered the 
pulpit, and from the history of St. Stephen, took 
occasion to treat of the invocation of saints. and to 
show that reverence is due to then1, as being the 
friends of God. He next confuted the errors of the 
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ralvinist
 on the
e points, nnll completely shiverèll 
the calumnies with which they as:sailcd the Church. 
...\lu o ngst his qcven hearers, one of them Wß:-. a pro- 
curator 
f Thonon, recently convertell by our 
aint. 
Bein
 hut a neophyte in the filith, th. Jevil '3trove 
to excit
 strange doub
 in hi3 mind with rp"urd to 
this very suhject. When the 
ermon wa.s o\'cr, thi
 
man solcnluly decla.red that he hUll alrn)st ma.de up 
his n1Índ to renounce CathoJicity the next day, unli 
return to the crr\u's of Ca.lvin in con:--equence of 
the.;c tempta.tions; but that the provost, in his ser- 
1110n, ha(1 completely di.,pelled all his ùoubts, and 
sati
ficd his mind a'i to the real truth. ,\ hen this 
circumstance came to the knowledge of our 
aint, 
he returned thanks tu GC'all for ha.vin..{ in.;;pired him 
t() touch on tlut subject; and, ta.ught by the inci- 
dent, he made a firm resolution never to desist 
from preaching. no Inatter how insignificant the 
Dumber of his hearers. 
IIis con ó rc ó i1tion at Thonon was not more numer- 
ous; for a long time he was unahle to speak at all, 
and when he did begin, h
 could only make the 
attempt in the public streets, for no one ventured to 
go purposely to l1car him, on account of the secret 
prohibition already named. .A. regular plot was 
formed among the townspeople; first in the consistory 
Ilnd then in the house of deputies, to prevent any 
one from having intercourse with him. as we learn 
from one of his O.vn letters written to Faber, in the 
course of the second year of his nlission. }"'or a long 
time scarcely any came near him, but the baint, who 
knew that Jesus had shed IIis blood for every single 
soul, never disJained to prea.ch to whoever would 
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come to hear hiul; later in life, this was a source of 
great consolation to hinl, and proved lllost advan- 
tageous to his cause, as the conversion of the whole 
country clearly shows. 
'Ve may judge fronl one of his letters to a religious 
man written about this tinle, what were his feelings 
at thus finding his sermons so poorly attended: "It 
,vould be sheer loss," he writes, "for anyone else 
who could produce Inore fruit elsewhere, to waste 
his labour for nothing, as I do, who am only fit to 
preach to the bare walls; for this is what often hap- 
pens to nle iíl this town. This is the seventh month 
since I began preaching here, and yet very often I 
have not more than four or five Hugonots for my 
audience. n 


CfI
\.PTER VIII. 


PREVENTS A DUEL. A CONFERENCE-ITS RESULTS. 


AFFAIRS were in this state when Alnlighty God 
was pleased to fiwilitate to the Saint the means of 
catechising those who frOln hunlan respect did not dare 
apply to him at Thonon. Zeal would not allow him 
to spare himself in any Wil,Y, even though it Inight 
endanger his life; he learned by some Ineans or other 
that two gentlenlen of his acquaintance were gone 
into the country to fight a duel; he immedi- 
ately followed them, borne on the wings of charity, 
hoping to hinder the sin against God, and the loss 
perhaps of one or two souls; he reached them at the 
moment when their fury was at its height, and when 
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deadly blows were l-t'Ïng òe
rlrntely giyen on both 
siùe:,. In terterence b
cmeJ Ii ttle IE;

 than lluulncs9, 
nor was there any prospect of the struggle ct;using, 
until onc. if not both the c0l11batants, Joy stretched 
dead upon the plain. Francis \\ Ud rohust and agile, he 
c(lntrived to 
el'arate th(' two" ithout heing \\ oUI1l1ed 
hy either, though at the Ti
k of his lite; having 

ucceeJed so far, he reprf':-enteJ to them In ,'ivid 
tenllS the enormity of a crÏ1ne condemned Ly ullluws, 
human nud divine, as well as the cvident Junger of 
everlasting perdition to which they cxpo::,ed them- 

elves for a l1listukcn point of honour ; he engaged thcm 
to grant mutual forgivene!'s, reconciled them on the 
spot, and had the :satisfuction of 
l.cing them l'lnbracc 
onc another. lint tlJe grace which accompanied 
the ministry of the baint, operated still more pow- 
erfully in those t\\O heart
, it completely chang('d 
them into new nlen, and hoth of t111'11l made a gellcral 
confc

ion to him. Onc, who was particularly moved, 
tìJrðOok the worlJ, and retired to a. country house 
"hich he pos5c
seJ in the neigh bourhood of ThonoD, 
the sole remnant of a very large inheritance which 
he had dissipated. lIere, at a distance from those 
objects which had well nigh caused the loss of his 
immortal soul, and for the sake of which he had 
sacrificed hi$ property, he rel1ected on the days he 
had n1Ïsspent, shedding floods of bitter tears over 
the miserable tÏIue when he lived as if he had no 
soul. Francis, who had won him to God and had 
recommended thi3 retirement, visited him every day; 
convinced that as fresh plants need more careful 
culture, 50 newly-converted 
ouls require more 
a

iduous direction, and that it is ahvuJs dangerous 
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to leave them to themselves. lIe instilled into his 
heart the virtues of which he made profession, those 
precisely which were most contrary to his predomi- 
nant passions, insomuch that he who was hitherto 
vindictive, haughty, and choleric, became meek, hum- 
hie, and modest; it must be owned, however, that 
he had to wage many a battle against himself and 
his vices, which we may say were inveterate; for 
the gentlen1an was already advanced in years; but 
attention to the practice of the prescribed virtues, 
together with the help of grace, and the direction 
of the Saint, secured for hin1 the virtues most oppo- 
site to his natural propensities, so cOlnpletely as to 
seem inherent in hiIn; and few indeed could have 
8u.;pected the violence to which he momentarily sub. 
jected hÍ1nself. He had long borne arms, and his 
courage had gained hiin a very high reputation as a 
man of honour; as such he was visited by all the 
neighbouring nobility. On these occasions he spoke 
in grateful terms of the grace whereby God had 
brought hiln to a better mode of life, and of his 
e
teem for Francis, of whom God had made use to 
withdraw him fronl his disorders. This excited a 
desire in many of his friends to become acquainted 
,vith the holy man, who gladly acceded to the pro- 
posal, and God Hinlself vouchsafed to bless it. From 
thenceforward this house became the rendezvous of 
those whose hearts were touched by divine grace. 
Regular conferences were held, heretics assisting at 
theine To proceed in due order, he began by show- 
ing that schism was one of the greatest evils; that 
there never could be an indispensable reason for 
separating ourselves flom the Church; that this of 
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it
clf waq sufficient to condemn the nuthl)r of it, 
tho:w who were deceived by it, and thosø who ob-iti- 
natelyaùhered to it; that if the former had impro- 
perly nml unreasonobly sepa.rated them
elve
 fronl 
her communion, all tho:)e who had hitherto fullowed 
them, were now bounù tfJ return to her; that neither 
the interests of fricn(lship, thrcat
, hopes, or affec- 
tion for tho,e whom thl'Y louked upon us brethren, 
or re"'pcct for tho;;;(' who hore tlH' name of pa:-ton:., 
cOlùd be 
utli('icnt to displ:)n
e thelll frum tllt'ir prc- 
Sl
nt obligation of returning to the CtLtholic Church. 
She \\ as their mother, their ancestors Lad lived and 
died in lwr communion, from her they had rccc>i,rpù 
the sacred writing:;;, bapti.,m, and cduc'1 tion; in f.1Ct, 
many of them had been horn, nnr:"'l'II, nnd brou3 ht 
up in her bosom. Be added, that without 
penkillg 
of lll'r extent, her antil}uity, and her succc;;sion, (all 
es:-ential notes of the true Church,) he would not 
conceal from thenl that it was as impiuus to condemn 
to eternal pains withuut cogni.l.
\ncc of C3.u
e, thu
e 
from whom they had received life, as it was unju
t 
to pronounce sentence ngainc;;t a Church to which 
they were so much indebted, without hearing her in 
her own defence. The Catholic Church n1ight well 
complain of being 
o ur!t
irly accused of having 
deteriorated the precion
 deposit of the faith, and of 
having fur3aken the religion of her fathers, depicting 
her, as her enemies did, with such distorted features 
us to render her hideous, insomuch that her own 
children could scarcely recoglli
e her for their nlO- 
there lIe al:,o told them that he was prepared to 
justify her in terms so clear, that the least intelligent 
of his hearers should unùL:r:5tnnù and be able to 
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decide on the merits of the case, that for this he had 
only to explain the real doctrines which she teaches, 
not those which her enemies Ï1npute to her. 
This opening discourse, in itself so reasonable, was 
listened to with deep attention, exciting in the 
hearers a curiosity to know what the Church teaches. 
The Saint taking advantage of this, went on to say 
that the Church was accused of having fallen into 
idolatry, and of giving to saints and inmges that 
worship which is due to God alone; his hearers 
nlust admit that these were the chief points on which 
schism and heresy strove to justify their position. 
" \Yell, then," resumed the Saint, "she requires no 
less to justify the origin of the rebellions which have 
cost so much blood, and have led to such fearful 
consequences; nevertheless, it is most certain that 
the Church is not guilty on these heads; to be con- 
vinced of this, you have only to hear her real prin- 
ciples, as defined by herself, and not by her ene- 
n1Íes." And he added, that as for himself, he was 
ready to sign these truths with his own blood. 
He declared these truths as follows. The Church 
adores one only God, the Creator and Lord of all 
creatures. According to her, this adoration consists 
chiefly in believing with a constant, hUlnble, and 
subn1Ïss!ve faith whatever lIe has been pleased to 
reveal, in hoping for all blessings from Him, and in 
loving IIim above all things, as the sovereign, true, 
and only good, the possession of whom suffices to make 
us happy, and in looking on all created things, as finite 
and dependant upon IIim, and as owing their exis- 
tence to Him, and in condemning that abominable 
impiety which would apply to any creature, DO mat- 
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t('r how excellent, the worship and adoration which 
are due to God alone. 
'Vïth regard to the mediation of Jesus Christ; 
the Church so for from dl>stroying it, public1y pro- 
fc
:;es to owe all to it. According to hcr, there is 
no life, no hope out of J e.:iUs. ] rim docs she u
k, 
and fronI Him does she look for every hclp; to llim 
dot's she direct all her thanksgiving, centering in 
this 
[ediator between God and man, all her hopes 
of salvation. 
Ioreover, she teaches us that all 
in 
is forgiven entirely through the pure mercy and 
Dlcrits of Jesus, from whom proceeds the justice uf 
the .1llst Dlan by the Holy Ghost, profc!;sing it tú be 
dut' to a liberality \\ holly gratuitous; the good 
works which we do arc lIi3 gift.;, because they pro- 
ceed ftom IIis grace. The life eternal is proposed to 
the faithful, as a boon Dlcrcifully promi
ed to the 
merits of the Uedcemer of mankind, and as a re- 
ward to be assuredly given to whoever does well in 
virtue of this promise. Upon the whole then, the 
Church teaches that our good works are God's gifts, 
depending all grace, hij,ving no other value than 
that wiich is imparted to them by the merits of 
our Saviour and Hedeemer. Though we can do 
nothing of ourselves, we can do all things in IJim 
who strengthens us; hence all our confidence mu
t 
be in Jesus. 
The Calvinists were astonished at this explana- 
tion given by the Saint, so different from the lan- 
guage which their ministers ascribed to the Catholic 
Church, which they ince
santly accuse of giving to 
creatures a worship which is only due to God; of 
adding coadjutor:3 to Jesus Christ, and thus dimin- 
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ishing His sole mediation; of exalting free-win to 
the prejudice of grace, and of weakening the satisfac- 
tion nlade by Christ, by teaching that good works 
are necessary to salvation. But their astonislunent 
was materially increased when Francis added that 
it was also tha doctrine of the Catholic Church, that 
Jesus Christ, God and n1an, was alone capable of 
offering to God condign and sufficient satisfaction 
for our sins, and that, in consequence of His infinite 
dignity, the satisfaction was likewise infinite; that 
when she ordains penance and satisfaction, it is not 
with a view of supplying to the satisfaction already 
offered by Christ, but rather to restrain men within 
due bounds by just and reasonable penalties, to 
repair in some degree the scandals given, to serve as 
a salutary sort of discipline, and the like. 
As they listened to these statements, his hearers 
began to suspect that probably the Calvinists did 
ascribe to the Catholic Church, dogmas which did 
not belong to her, either because their ministers did 
not exactly know their tenets, or, if known, that 
they lnight have some private motives for adultera- 
ting then1. They concluded moreover that h
would, 
with equal facility, justify hi3 Church on other point3 
of controversy, and annihilate the calulnnies raised 
against her. But Francis, unwilling to overcharge 
their memory at first, deferred the rest to another 
conference. Thus ended the first, which was fol- 
lowed by several others, which all turned to the 
honour of the Saint, and to the advantage of his 
cause. 
Such was the method of the Saint, and such it 
ough t to have been, according to the teaching of the 
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òivine An'(\pnfritc; viz. not to 
top confuting and 
arguing upon errors .mù filh.e opinions, which would 
1e an endless task, hccau!'e such di
l'ntes only l('ad 
tv confusion, at lea
t, gcnerally speaking; but, to 
hegin at once to state the simple, naked truth; 

tlldyinO' to n'nder it as clear as possible. Truth, 
considered with relation to the int('lIect, po
sesses 
quite power (>nOllgh within ibt'lf to cfipti,'atc, finel 
to force o.n cntranc(> into the 1llin(l, w hen propo
eù 
in its native simplicity. In thi
 o.rt, our 
.lÏnt \H1S 
peculiarly gifted; anù as he used the talent elltru
tec.l 
tu him to such good purpOSt>, he impressed the 
articles of faith 
o thoroughly on the soul, that 
greater clearness c0uld not possibly be desired. 


CIL\PTER IÀ. 


COSVERSIO
 OF A GE
TLF.M.\
. FfiAS'CIS WRITES ON 
TIlE )IYSTERIES OF RELIGIO
. 


A GREAT diversity of opinion arose amongst the 
preachers, as soon as it became known in Geneva, 
Thonon, and through the Chablais, that tlH'
e con- 
ferences were held at the house of the p'pntleman 
before alluded to; e
pecially when they heard the 
n1anner in which the Daint eXplained the chief 
points of controversy. Some said that t11Ïs inter- 
course with the Calvinists had taught him better 
principles; and that probably in tin1e, he would 
hinu:elf embrace the religion which he was come to 
exterminate. Others pretended that he had not 
faithfully interpreted the doctrines of catholicity, 
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and that hi.s teaching would be censured by his own 
body as soon as it came to light; whilst others, and 
tIle greater number too, were of opinion that his 
eagerness to make proselytes, and gain credit with 
his party, had induced hinl to fa13ify his doctrines, 
and assimilate them as much as possible with those 
of the reformed; declaring t1lat he would not dare to 
Jnaintain in public, what he had advanced in private 
in presence of witnesses already partially gained, or 
at least favourable to his caUBe. 
It would seem strange (though real1y true) t11at 
none of their most learned n1Ïnisters were acquainted 
with the real doctrine of the Church, and that they 
should have refused to accept as Catholic doctrine 
that which was taught by the Saint; unless, indeed, 
they dissimulated in pure malice. Certain it is that 
their ignorance and spite was the chief hindrance to 
the people's return to the bosom of the Church; for 
had they sincerely wished for peace, the mere study 
of our principles would have led them to agree with 
us; and in conling over them
elves, they would 
have brought their straying flocks with them. 
Francis being informed of what was said of him, 
thought that silence on his part might be misinter- 
preted to the prejudice of his cause, and therefore 
he determined to reply. He published a work, in 
'which with his usual D1ildness, he stated that he 
could not alter the doctrines of the Church, or fal- 
sify his own sentiments without failing in fidelity 
to his n1inistry and to his own private character. 
That the manner in which he had lived amongst 
thenl, ought to give a better idea of him, and of his 
good faith; that in truth he most ardently desirt;J 
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their return to the Catholic Church; but this desire 
would never b. able to nUl]..r a liar of him, or induce 
him to Use unlawful rrlCans for the attainment of his 
ohject; that he had expounded Catholic ùoctrine, 
not according to his own opinion, or tho opinions of 
any p.\rticular doctor; but according to the rules 
laiù òown by the holy council of Trcnt, "hich surely 
could not b' I.lccu:-:c(l of ignorance, in not knowing 
the real òoctrincs of the Church, there represented; 
or of malice in Úbi(ring them. t;till kss could the 
Church be reproached with not tollowing her own 
dogmas, since it was precisely for so doing thl1t 
he 
incurred the aver3ion of the Protestants. Neither 
could it be o.
:,>erted that he had not eXpla.ined the 
articles of the Catholic Faith with all possihle fidelity 
and exactitude. On the contrary, it was for them 
to own that they did not know those doctrineg as 
they really are, or else they had repreo:ented them 
RO unfaithfully, because it suited their interests to 
conceal the true features of the Church. In a word, 
they were so anxious to believe her the horrible 
figure which they repre
ented her to be, that they 
were unwilling to acknowledge her identity when 
placed before them in all her own fair beauty and 
proportions. How was it, that the more he strove 
to display her in her native purity, the nlore perti- 
naciously did they declare that he was changing her 
doctrines; even going so far a
 to imagine that he 
was leaning towards their party, when he was only 
enùeavouring to undeceive thcm, and remove their 
erroneous opinions? 
This discourse served ns a preface, and was to be 
followed up by the true doctrines of the Church, 
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upon those articles chiefly contested hy heretics, 
when he quoted the passages in conncil of Trent, to 
leave them no chance of accusing him of adultera- 
ting its expressions, and of thus exciting the disap- 
probation of his own party. For the sake of brevity, 
we onlit here aU that he wrote on the invocation of 
saints, and of the veneration due to images and 
relics, Inerely renlarking that none of his opponents 
ventured to contradict h
m. for he had expressed hiln- 
self equall'y ready to justifY the Church with the same 
sure evidence on all other controverted points, and 
that he was ready to do so either by conferences or 
in writing, whichever the Calvinist ministers pre- 
ferred. lIe concluded by requesting that they all 
would read hi
 work with the same spirit of charity 
in which he presented it to them. But the preach- 
ers had no such kindly intentions. Confounded at 
finding hiln publish doctrines whi
h they declared 
he could never teach but in private; they neverthe- 
less shunned meeting hiln in di3putation. Convinced 
that tht'ir cause would be essentiall y weakened if 
the meetings at the gentleman's house continued, 
for they were daily attended by increasing numbers, 
the heretics revived their fornler calumnies, accus- 
jng him of magic. of being a deceiver, and a hypocrite, 
who disturbed the public peace by desseminating 
f..Llse doctrine. They moreover contrived a plan fur 
the assassination of the gentleman at whose house 
the conferences were held, fancying that so terrihle 
an example would deter others from contracting 
jntimacy with Francis. They I}ad some difficulty 
in finding a proper person to play the part of the 
assassin, till at length one of his own relatives, a 
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Cnh'inist, blinJe<l by false zeal, undertook the task. 
The bchenlt
 wa3 not 
o :-:ecr
tly concocted t hut that 
the gentleman gained iuturnmtion of it. 11(' was 
warned to stand on his i!llard, find to have n

i
tal1<'e 
fit hand in case of ns
nult; and that as he had 
frieuds l.nough to come fcJrwllrJ in his defence, 
l)e had llctter avail him"- 
lf of their good oHìl:L
. 
But the gcnth.mun fl'plicd that if the Cuhilli
t came 
unattended, pxtra suc('our would be unneces
nry, 
as he wn
 still able to dcf
nd him
elf; and that if he 
brought followers with llim, there would then he 
time (.nough to tßkl
 oth('r men
ur('c; of defence. On 
the following day, the rduti,e in question mnde his 
nppenrance in the mo
t friendly mannl'r, as if for 0. 
clay's amus('ment; he wa" alone and armed with 
his sword only. The Cntholic rC(,l'iyeù him with his 
u
ual courte
y, and they 
pcnt the day together; 
the Calvinist making no evil nttempt whatever, 
either hecause he saw no favourable opportunity, or 
that f('mor!'e checked him in the commi
!--ion of a 
('rime 80 unworthy of a man of his rank. The next 
morning, the Catholic "ishing to deal fairly with 
hin1t invited him to take 0. long walk. The two 
went out unacc{lmpanieù, and when they reached 
the open country where there was no danger of 
interruption, the Catholic let him know how well he 
was inform
d of his intentions. In great confu
iont 
the heretic changed colour t and became almost petri- 
fied; Lut the other re-a

ured himt telling him that 
if tl1(' so-called reformed religion taught the a
sas- 
sination of relatives and friends, the Catholic faith 
obligeJ its yotaries to lo'-e their mortal foes, accord- 
ing to the teaching and example of J
sus Christ. 
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Having said this, he cordial1y embraced hin}, and 
thus completely confounded him. lIe acknowledged 
his diabolical purpose, iluplored pardon, and pro- 
tested that from thenceforward he would find no 
friend nlOre faithful, no relative more affectionate 
than hinlself; nor was this all; the tÏ1ne of mercy 
was come :f()r this gentlen1an; grace began to work 
in his heart, and he who had been 1110re zp.alous 
than Saul, and a 1110re fierce persecutor of the 
Church, requested to be introduced to Francis, whose 
conversation completed what the good example of 
the Catholic gentlelnan had begun. The Calvinist 
abjured his errors, and became more ardent in de- 
fence of the faith, than he had formerly been in 
defence of Calvinism. This con version alarmed the 
whole country. He was known to be so furious 3. 
partizan of the sect, that he would have gone 
through anything to maintain it; and they coulJ 
not conceive how he had thus sudJenly passed fr0111 
one extrenlC to the other. l\Iany persons, ignorant 
of the grace with which God encouraged the labours 
of the Saint, publicly affirmed that he had been 
gained over by prOlnises, whilst others asserted that 
he had been bribed with a good round sum of money. 
But sensible men looked on these reports as raere in- 
ventions of the ministers to discredit the holy man; 
for how was it to be supposed that he had considera
 
ble sums to throwaway or to promise, since it was 
notorious that the mission was carried on at his own 
expense; and that the alms which he distributed 
all10ngst th8 poor, often left him without tbe bare 
necessaries of life for himself. 
Great as was the commotion which such a conver- 
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sion occa:--ioned in GencyD. and the neigllbourl1Ood, 
it \VD.
 cqu.llied by that which followed tbe publica- 
tion of hí
 "ork, where he justified the I1launcr in 
which the Church proclaimed her own doctrines; 
nor wm. it an ea"y task to contradict him, fur, to do 
it succes
fully, his udvl'rsaI y lllust ha\ e 5110"11 either 
that the rouncil of Trent knl:" not the doctrine:; of 
the Church, or that Francis had chun-red them, or 
that he }lad Inisquoted the decrees of the Council, 
or that the Church did not aùhcre to them; ac;;ser- 
tions which it was so ilnpo ;:;ible to sub"tu.ntiate, 
tha.t the Calvini:,ts did not cven attempt to udduce 
them, though tlwir silence was lowering thenl essen- 
tially in the opinion of their pcople. ::;ilcnce RCèmed 
to betray the weakness of their argumcnts; consc- 
quently greater numbers began to attend the sermons 
of our Saint, conversions becmne more nUDlerous, 
and thc;;;e no longer in private as beftJrc, but openly, 
the &aint meeting with ready listeners in the streets 
and public places. Friends brought their friends to 
him, parcnts their children, nlasters their servants; 
even the country people came to 'fhonon expressly 
to a
sist at his sermons, to the inexpres:,ible rage of 
the ministers. :Fearing that in progress of tim
 all 
the people would be for tollowing Francis, they 
often consulted together, like the t)cribes and Phari- 
sees. saying, "'Vhat shall we do? '.I'his Juan 
worketh many signs." As yet, they did not think 
that they could safely make any attempt upon his 
life, because the new Catholics, looking upon hinI as 
their father who had regenerated them by the word 
of God, were nlost zealous in watching for his pre- 
servation. But at length, passion so con!pletely 
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blinded them, that they resolved to try and assas- 
sinate hinI, although they well knew the I'Ïsks to 
which they would be exposing thenlselves. Thanks 
to the protection which Almighty God held over the 
Saint, who sought nothing but the divine glory, 
all their nefarious schemes proved abortive, as will 
be seen in the following chapter. God would not 
pern1Ït the heretics to make a Inartyr of him, whOln 
lIe had destined for an apostle. 


CIIAPTER X. 


DANGERS TO WHICH TIlE SAINT WAS EXPOSED. 


ALTHOUGH the labours of the apostolate cost 
Francis so much, they seemed as mere trifles to him 
in cOlnparison with the consolation he received from 
the frequent conversions of Calvinists. Bnt in the 
meantime hell slunlbered not; on the contrary, it 
made vast efforts to hinder the progress of the faith. 
If the ministers ventured not to reply to his writings, 
at least they endeavoured to vilify him, proclaiming 
hin1 a seducer, an enchan tel', a n1agician; affirming that 
he received nightly instructions as to what he was to 
attempt in the day. One Calvinist rnore daring than 
the rest swore that he had seen hin1 distinctly in the 
nightly assemblies of the nlagicians; and that he 
would consent to be hung and quartered, if sonle of 
their countersigns or marks were not disc0vered on 
the body of Francis. On the popular mind, which is 
like a beast with many heads, these calumnies pro- 
duced various effects; generally speaking, to the 
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disaùvonfagc of tht: B.lint; many concluding that if 
such really \\Ug the cn-;c, they ought, nt nIl costs, to 
put all end to the life of this disturber of the puhlic 
peace; nnd that he who would inflict the bluw 
ought to be richly rewarded, as doinl"l' nn net pleas- 
inl"l' to Gar{, anù serviceable to his countr y . The 
.J 
holy Juan was informed of nIl these rumours by his 
friends. lIe listened to them with a -.-mill', and 
nh1kin
 the sif!n of the cross, snid, "13ellOld nIl my 
incantation! 'Vith this sign I hope to conquer IlCII, 
not to forn1 0. compact with it. ""ith this sign I 
]nllnble the devih, expel sturms from the ntmo-:,phl're; 
and with "t do I preserve myself from nIl nocturnal 
fears. .Armed with this sign J fear nothing that 
Dlcn can attempt against me; even though I saw 
an army dra\\ n up in array against tne; in this sign 
would I hope. If the n1ini
ter5 wish to work the 
same wonders that I do, let thcm come to m
, and I 
will tcach thenl how to do so by the power of the 
llOly cross." 
'ro effect tlwir purpose. diaholical as it was, the 
ministers bribed two unprincipled Inen with the pro- 
Inise of a large sunl of llloney. paying down part of 
it at once J and pledging them
e1ves to give the rest 
as soon as the homicide 
hould be effected. One 
evening', then, when :Francis had been detained at 
Thonon by business which prevented his return to 


llinges, he retired as usual to his room, and had 
spent the greater part of the night in prayer and 
study, when all at once he henrd a noise as of arms, 
followed by the sound ùf subùued voices. lIe at 
once gues
ed the real state of the case, and after 
taking counsel with GoJ, he concluded that he ought 
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to imitate the conduct of our Lord, who went forth 
to meet His enemies at a time when I-fis Father had 
decreed His death, but who hid Himself from the 
Jews till that hour had come. Francis therefore 
slipped aside, and no sooner had he done so than his 
chamber door was forced open. When his eneluies 
found him absent, they imagined him to be at the 
house of some Catholic giving instructions, or else 
that he was in attendance on the sick. Annoyed at 
the failure of their scheme, they retired, not think- 
ing it safe to remain long in the house, because the 
magistrates were obliged openly to afford protection 
to the Saint if requested, though in secret they did 
their utmost to thwart his designs. 
His deliverance from this danger revived and aug- 
mented his confidence in God, though at the same 
tirne it strengthened the idea of his being a n1agician, 
for when it became known that he actually was in 
the house at the very mOlnent his life was sought, 
it ,'.ras said that he must have rendered himself invi- 
sible. Such nlay have been the case, as some histo- 
rians of his life remark, but if so, it can only have 
happened by divine power, certainly not by den10- 
niacal agency. 
The Baron of Hermance was informed of the plot, 
and used every means to discover the offenders, but 
all the witnesses were accomplices, and therefore it 
was imp03sible to a
certain the truth. The Saint 
was the only person who could have given the infor- 
mation, (for he had recognised some of the intru- 
ders,) but so far from it, he even tried to per- 
suade the governor against endeavouring to discover 
them. 
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The as!'n
sins, however, deemcd it as dangerous fiS 
it was ignominious to suffer him to live after the 
failure of such un nttempt, they therefore Eeereted 
themselvcs in the forest through \\ hich he would 
pa
s ou his return to .Allinge:" to ....urprise him there; 
the Catholics, suspiciou3 of foul pIny, in
isted on 
accúnlpanying him, at least fur that evening, although 
the ::;aint protested that he needed DO other pro- 
tection than that of heavcn. Kight came on before 
he quitted Thonon, and scarcely had he entered the 
wood than he wa
 assailed by two armrd men, who 
fdl upon hilll with a vulley ofnbuse. The 
aint lost 
neither his courage nor hi;:) self-pof
e
5ion; he strictly 
forbade tho
e who accmnpanied hirn to u
e their 
weapons; and then, with the sweetnel;:s nnd dignity 
which graced his eycry action, he thus accosted the 
miscreants: h You are mistaken, I should imagine, 
since you are attacking a pprson who not only neyer 
injured you, but who would even readily give his 
life fOT you." These words acted as 8 talisman, 
wresting the arms out of their hands, and the malice 
out of their hearts; they cast themselves at his feet, 
implored pardon, and declared that from thencefor- 
ward they would on all occasions prove themselves 
his faithful servants. Francis raised them from the 
ground, tenderly eUlbraced them, and advised them 
to quit the place, in order to escape the researches of 
the governor, who would be less favourable to them 
if they tell into his hands. They who had followed 
the Saint, attributed the sorrow of the others to 
the annoyance they felt at having been defcated in 
their purpose by the interveution of his frielld:5; so 
far fr0111 consenting to their flight, they insisted on 
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conveying them to Allinges, and surrendering them 
to the discretion of the Baron. Roland, the Saintis 
servant, urged this most wannly, saying that unless 
sOlnething was done on the present occasion, they 
would be daily exposed to such assaults; but the 
holy Ulan, in a tone of authority, insisted on their 
being set at liberty, and forbade his followers to 
speak of the affair. Roland, however, could not 
possibly obey; he immediately informed the governor, 
who, convinced that it would not be proper to leave 
such a flagrant delinquency unpunished, cOll1mitted 
within sight of the fortress a
d ill contempt of his 
authority, sent a detachlnent in pursuit of the 
wretched Inen. Francis exerted his influence so 
effectually, for the Baron could deny hiln nothing, 
that ultimately the affair was allowed to drop, and 
the assailants were left unharll1ed. 
The Saint had hitherto refused an escort, saying 
that he desired no other tennination to his life, than 
that which God had appointed-that he was in His 
hands, and that nothiu3 could he 11101'e glorious to 
hÌJn than to receive death in defence of the Catholic 
cause; that it was for heresy to plant its errors with 
weapon in hand, but that Catholics, on the contrary, 
ough t to use no other arms than those prescribed 
by the apostle, nanlely, the in
pired writings. Our 
furefathers had no escort, no guards, when they went 
about preaching, quite satisfied to have God on their 
side; such, too, was his own wish, but from this 
time the governor would absolutely insist on a few 
soldiers following hinl at a distance, though :E'rancis 
tried every means to avoid it. 
But if the holy man was thus intrepid in the 
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n1Ï,Ist of enemies, his pa.l"ent
 and friends were much 
alarmed on hi
 account. The COUllt of 
ales above 
all fcareJ for the sJ.fcty of hi3 
on, and \note to 
entreat him to abandon an enterprise \\ hich it was 
quite evident to him, would only be carried into 
CffLCt by the roar of artilll"ry; he insisted tlmt fur- 
ther perscverance would be sheer ob:stinacy, that his 
zeal might find full occupation in catholic countrie
, 
without toiling to no purpu::-e, and with great ri
k, 
in heretical provinc(.s; that he need not e
pect to 
convert the Chablais, and that cven if he <lid 
convert it, the expense of maintaining it catholic 
wa.s out of the (!Ucstioll in the then state of the 
rJ)"al exchequer, exlmusteJ as it was by war. .From 
these anll other similar reasons he concluùeù that it 
was his duty to return to ðavoy, anù he ordered 
him to do so. Francis answcred this letter by tell- 
in,g him that the crown was only promi
ed to per- 
sc\-erance, and that he was determined to pursue the 
undertaking, hoping that this light tribulation would 
lead to an immen
e weight of glory, und thu3 his 
labour8 would by no Ineans prove so useless. 
Ii'inding that his letters coull} not restore his son 
to him, he repaired to the Bishop, and in a state of 
gLoeat excitement c01nplained to him that he had scnt 
his eldest son like a lamb in the midst of wolves, 
nnd that though he should deeul himself happy to 
luu'c saints in his family, he preferred their being 
confessors to nlartyrs; he urged that enough had 
DOW been dùne, and, in fine, said all that could be 
dictated by a love whidl feared, and by a fear that 
loved. The worthy old prelate strove to convince 
him that the honour of his son would be compro- 
'OL. 1.-13. 
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mised if the undertaking were now abandoned, espe- 
cially as there was every prospect of reaping the 
fruit of his past labours. But as nothing could 
pacify the Count, he promised to satisfy his wishes 
in every way short of issuing a positive command. 
He determined, therefore, on giving Francis a suc- 
cessor in the mission, and wrote to inform him of his 
motives for so doing, asking his advice as to the per- 
son to be selected; yet feeling quite convinced that 
scarcely anyone else would be able to extirpate 
heresy from the Chablais, since there were but few 
men who could be compared with our Saint. 
The Count of Sales moreover engaged the Presi- 
dent Faber, the great friend of Francis, to write to 
him, and endeavour to persuade hinl to return to 
Savoy, seeing that the mission did not advance as 
might have been expected. 
This series of importunities compelled the Saint 
to answer, that report, which usually betrays the 
truth, had magnified the dangers to which they im- 
agined him to be exposed, and lessened the succpss 
which God had accorded to his toils; the former 
were by no means as great as they were represented, 
nor was the number of heretics already converted, 
and on the point of conversion, so small as was sup- 
posed; but even supposing the former to be greater, 
and the latter less, he should deeIn all his time and 
labour well bestowed, had he only converted one 
single soul. Christ Hitnself, with lIis miraculous 
powers, did not convert more than five hundred per- 
sons during the three years of His preaching, and 
the Church, which afterwards became so extensive, 
spreading an over the world-people flocking to her 



s. FR.\}\CTS DE S.\LF.S. 


19:> 


in crowds-was 3t first compo
cd only of these; so 
true it is, that our judgmcnt of a work nlust not 
depend on the nlere promptitude of its success. 
A.lmighty God dculands labour from Ilis :ninistcrs, 
r\"
erving the glory of succ ...;; to IIinlself; n
ithcr 
did lIe say to His apustles, " Go and convert," but, 
"Go and t
ch;" consequently, nothing should in- 
duce him to forsake his mission, unlc
s the authority 
of hi
 prelate should decide that it was beyond his 
strength; and that as for giving him the suppurt of 
other workmen, anù the preparing things Ill\Ce
::,arJ to 
this purpu:)c, it seemed to him something like a ta-;k 
which has ncither beginning nur eml. J Ie exhurted 
the Bishop on no account to lose courage, cOIl:)iùer- 
ing t!lC promises which our Lord h.13 maùe to thc...se 
who trust in Him. .Althuugh nothing but unplea- 
sant and alarming object') as yet appeared, this very 
circumstance obliged theln all the more to raise their 
eyes frequently to their heavenly country, to which 
Elias was not conveyed otherwise than in a whirl- 
wind. lIe was well aware that many things would 
be needed for the maintenance of the faith in the 
Chablais, when restored, but that they were not so 
numerous nor so arduous as to be in
urmountable, 
that he had already formed his own project..., which 
he trusted would be approved of by the prince and 
by the bishop, because thpy were of such a nature 
as not to be burthensome either to the people or the 
duke; that being on the spot, he was able to see 
things as they were; and certainly there was every 
reason to hope that in a short time Almighty God 
would afford an ample blessing on the seed already 
sown. By the private persuasions of the governor 
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and the Catholics, many Calvinists attended his ser- 
mons; and that he should continue to preach, 
exhort, and unfold catholic doctrine with all pa- 
tience, in spite of all the prohibitions of the consis- 
tory aud council of Thonon. It was true to say, 
much prudence was necessary; they intended, how- 
ever, to introduce the service of the nlass without 
delay, "in order to prove to our enelnies that we 
find courage in those very things which tlJey might 
suppose would deprive us of it." 
I t was ill these tenns that the holy man repJied 
to his Bishop, to his father, and to Faber; to the 
latter especially, he confidentially opened his heart, 
and gained him over to hi3 side; hence, so far from 
dissuading hinl fr01n his pUl.pose, he encouraged hi III 
to pursue it, and endeavoured to console the good 
Count of Sales; writing to him, and telling him 
that present success was an augury of future victory, 
bu t that even if the undertaking failed, the recom- 
pense would not on that account be diminished, 
since it is the characteristic of God to remunerate, 
Dot the fruit derived frOln the labours of I-lis ser- 
vants, but the labours themselves. The Count of 
Sales was very nHlCh consoled by all these suggeõ- 
tions, though not altogether reassured with regard 
to the safety of his son, and, to compel his return 
home, he issued a positive prohibition against anyone 
sending him succour, either of lnoney or of other 
necessaries; in consequence of which Francis wuuld 
often have bel'n reduced to great straits if his 
pious 1110ther had not secretly furnished him with 
nloney, clot.hes, clean linen, &c., contriving to send 
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his brother Lewis with dlcse thingo;, t1lOugh under 
the pretext of different little e
cursions. 
In the mcantime, a report of the intended assassi- 
natiun of Francis spread far and wide, and produceù 
just the effect which Illitrht have been expecteù in 
n1Ïnds not entirely blinded by pn.judice; people 
began to say to each other, " If the n1ini
ters are 
able to answer hinl, why hn.ve rt>coursc to such \ io- 
lent measure:; 1 The lbe of such meuns is a con- 
yincing proof of the weakness of their caU5e; it 
seems strange that, close to the gates of Gencya, the 
very centre of Calvinism, one man should dare uttnck 
all the n1Ïnister.:4, and that none of them 
hould ven- 
ture to detcnd the COffirfion cause; it will be impos- 
sible to believe the ministers, even on their word, 
if they thus give us occasion to distrust them. If 
Francis is teaching error, why are they silent 1 
'\Thy not come anù convict him 1" The
c reflections 
proved most serviceable to Catholicity, and induced 
llH1.ny to adùress themselves to the Provost of Gcneva, 
and ultimately led thenl to the Church. 
'Ve will conclude this chapter by relating an inci- 
dent which plainly shows how visibly God protected 
the holy man. It is related in the Jubilee year of 
the 'Tisitation Order, by a converted heretic, who 
dec1ared on oath, that he had pledged his word to 
càrry the head of Francis either to Berne or to 
Geneva, that three different time3 he had placed 
himself in his path for the express purpose of killing 
him, but that on every occasion his gun had missed 
fire. though one of the best in the canton, and though 
he had loaded it with every possible precaution. lIe 
likewise declared that he and others had often 
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attempted to waylay him, but invariably mis
ed 
sight of him, although it was known tha.t he had: 
traversed the very path where they were on the 
,vatch fur him. So true it is that the hand of sinners 
is powerless against the just, when, confiding in the 
Lord, they are protected by IIirn. 


CHAPTER XI. 


FRANCIS ESTABLISHES HDISELF AT THONON. 


THE number of converts at Thonon increasing 
sufficiendy to form a moderate parish, the holy man 
thought it was now time to go and reside there, and 
accordingly made the proposal to the Baron of Her- 
n1ance. lIe said that this was the only way of 
sparing himself the daily journey of two full French 
leagues, over a very rough road and through all 
sorts of weather. The hours thus spent in walking 
to and fro, would then be more profitably spent for 
the benefit of the Catholics, that, when living in the 
town, a thousand favourable opportunities might 
offer which were lost by his residence at a distance; 
that, if any of his Catholics died in the night, it 
would be a source of bitter regret to him not to haye 
been able to assist theIn at the moment of, perhaps, 
their greatest danger; that the day was too short to 
give instructions to all who applied for them; be- 
sides, there were some who, like Nicodemus, could 
not persuade thenlselves to visit him by day, but 
who would have n() difficulty of doing so by night. 
The Baron, extremely unwilling to be separated 
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from l1Ìm in this manner, replica, tlmt by 
{'ttling 
in Thonon, h(' would be exposing himo;;elf to too great 
a risk, and trusting too much to the ,alvinist4, his 
inveterate foes; having alreR(ly nttcmpted his u

as- 
sination by day, they would be still bolder by night; 
that the parties were a
 Jet too UnC(lual; con
e- 
fluently, the Catholics would be unable to protect 
him; that, as the Duke of 
avoy hall taken hin1 
under hi" protPction, any ac:sault upon him would be 
an attack on the ro)'al authority, woula nt'ce:o:sitatc 
reprisals, and perhaps lead to the dc,truction of 
'fhonC'n, whereas, by temporizing 8 Ii ttle, Jlla.ttcrs 
would n1l'nd. The Bl\ron also u.dJuced various mo- 
tives of policy, such 8S the vicinity of Geneva and of 
the 
wiss, with whom 8 rupture would ju
t then he 
inconvenient, the affair of thc 
Iarquisate of Suluzzo 
being 
till pending. But Francis, who had u.Lan- 
doned his life in the hands of Providence when he 
took up the mi

ion of the Chabluis, promised to act 
so circumspect! y as to occasion no disaster. The 
naron, therefure, to spare the holy man his daily 
laborious journey, und being well assured of his 
meekness, prudence, and discretion, ga.ve his consent 
to his establishing hinlself in Thonon, though to hi3 
own very great regret, weH knowing how much the 
garrison of ...\.llinges would suffer by his absence. 
The governor wrote again to the magistrate
, 
recommenùing the person of the Provost to their 
especial care, declaring that they themselves should 
be answerable for any insult offered. to him, seeing 
that their office obliged them to prevent disorder. 
The Saint took up his quarters in the town, lodg- 
ing at tbe house of a pious widow, named Jane 
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du Foug; she was warmly a.ttached to tT1e whole 
fanlily of Sales, particularly Francis, who hac1 
already been in the habit of repairing to her house 
to take his meals, or when he wished to study. In 
gratitude for her favours, as well as from a feeling 
of respect, our Saint used familiarly to call her 
mother, whilst she on her part treated hÏ1n as a 
son. It would be impossible to describe the delight 
of the Catholics, whose affection and esteem he had 
won; they looked upon him as an apostolic man, 
replenished with grace and power, wholly divested 
of self-interest, with no other care but the glory of 
God and their salvation. Francis was deficient in 
none of those duties which charity or his own pecu- 
liar ministry could require. A.ssiduous in cultivat- 
ing this new vineyard of the Lord, he devoted his 
whole day to labour; visiting the sick, instructing 
neophytes, and holding conferences, whilst his nights 
were spent in prayer, study, hearing confessions, and 
the like, allowing but a very snlall part of the night 
to sleep. His nlanners and his words were so well 
regulated as to sustain his teaching, and his doctrine 
perfected what his example began. 
As his mode of life was truly apostolic, so did 
God bless it with the same favours as He bestowed 
on the mission of the apostles; in effèct, the Ii ttle 
church of Thonon bore a close resemblance with 
nascent Christianity. The SaIne charity reigned 
amongst the faithful, the same zeal, and the same 
purity of manners. The pastoral solicitude of the 
Saint was not satisfied with the mere abjuration of 
error; he required a corresponding change of man- 
ners, that, where sin had once abounded, grace 
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nlight still nlOre abound; and God so far favoured 
him, as to correct their hearts at the saine time 
tha.t IIf' enlightened their Inind
. 
K othilag seemed to ('pen the eyes of the heretics 
so Iuul:h as the succour awl àssi
tallce affordeù to 
the poor and to the sick; Francis spent almo
t all 
that he hud for hi
 own sub
istence upc)n them, cn
n. 
depriving him
elf of bare nece:-,
aries: often luHl often 
did he endure hunger that he lllight nourish others; 
and Jc.."poiled himself to clothe the naked, gladly 
suffering the privations of poverty to relieve the 
poor; he wns perpetually appealing to the charity 
of his parents and frienùs, for means wherewith to 
relieve the needy, and in eflt
ct he frequently re- 
ceived considerable subsidies, though to his charity 
they seemed but scanty. The Catholics in the 
country so well seconded his zeal, that many of them 
materially reduced their own expenditure, to bestow 
their savings on the poor. The Countess of ::)ales 
also sent hilll considerable sums, like a generous 
mother and nurse as she was to the poor. 
The heretics were confounded, whilst the Catho- 
lics were btrengthened by the many proofs he gave 
of his zeal for divine worship and the salvation of 
souls. The Inission had now reached its seconù year, 
and the winter was intensely severe; yet the saint 
went regularly every Inorning to say 1Ias3 in the 
church of :'t. btephen, belonging to the neighbour- 
ing village of bt. )Iarin, not ypt venturing tu cele- 
brate in 1'honon. lIe had to pa

 the river Durance, 
over which was an old stone bridge, in so ruinous a 
cOTldition as to be impracticable. For the convpni- 
ence of foot-passengers a plank had been thrown 
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across the strean1; and this, as we have related on 
another occasion, he was obliged to pass on his hands 
and knees, as the only chance of crossing the slip- 
pery board in safety. On reaching the river's edge, 
he would n1ake the sign of the cross, and then 
calmly venture upon a risk involving nothing less 
than his life. Those who witnessed it were utterly 
astonished; and it was spoken of through the coun- 
try, and materially raised hÏ1n in the estilnation of 
the people, who well knew that their own ministers 
were incapable of such an act; for they always had 
an eye to their own interests, and dearly Joved the 
comforts of this world. Restrained as he was in the 
discharge of his ministerial functions, so great was 
his 111oderation, th
t he preferred exposing his life to 
danger, rather than endanger the mission by preci- 
pitation in introducing religious solemnities before 
his party was sufficiently ntunerons. 
'Yhen he had to impart the last rites of the 
Church to the sick and the dying, being unable to 
carry the Blessed Sacrament publicly, he carried it 
in a little silver box suspended round his neck. He 
gave notice by pre-determined signs to the faithful; 
walked along with a more serious and r:ecollected 
air, wrapped up in his doak, and saInting no one as 
he passed. All this was sufficiently intelligible to 
the Catholics, who followed 11Ím on these occasions 
to the houses of the sick, where t11ey could with full 
liberty adore their Lord. One day he 1net Claude 
ßlarin, the Duke's Fiscal Advocate, who noticed the 
unusual gravity of the Saint, hut Francis whispered 
in his ear, "Do not be surprised at what you see; I 
have with me the K.ing of kings and Lord of lords; 
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some ot1lCr time we will talk of business; at present 
be content to withdraw, and do not accompany me." 
It would be nlOre ea--y to conc
ivc t111111 to describe 
hii 8entiment'3 on these occa.
ion
; the t('urs which 
rolled from his eyes bctrayed the hurning affection 
of his heart, in the secrecy of which he exc1nimed: 
h K ow rule, 0 Lord, Dnd reign in the Inidst of Thine 
enelnic
;" then entering stiH more deeply into him<::clf, 
he said with the prophet, "The 
pnrro\Y has her 
home, and the turtle-dove ß nt'st "herein to nurse 
her young. u Queen of heaven, cha
te I )O.."C, ho\\ 
is it po:,sihle that your only 
un hus chosen my 
bosom tor His nest? ,V Ith truth limy I now sa.y, 
, 
[y beloved to me, and I to lIim;' since lIe is nuw 
plea5cd to dwell on my breast." In ß word, ß man 
who could find devotion in everything must surely 
overflow with tenderne
s of heart, and have his 
nlilld illuminated when bearing in hig arms, as "e 
nmy say, the King of glory. 

pring af!ain came round, when the Saint preacl1ed 
his second Lent at 1'honon; but this was not suffi- 
cient for hi
 zeal; he used to go forth and sow the 
seed of the divine word in the neighbouring vinaJes.. 
The eloquence, learning, and piety with which he 
preached rai
ed the curiosity of the most obstinat
, 
as dIe following extract from one of his Jetters to his 
frienr1 Faber will show. "I am beginning to haye 
an ample and delightful pro
pect of the coming har- 
vest. The Lord of A vulle and the Comptrollers of 
Thonon came almost publicly to hear me yesterday. 
As I intended preaching on the subject of the Jloly 
Eucharist, they were curious to hear the Catholic 
doctrine on this point. Those who dared not openly 



204 


s. FnA
CJS DE SALES. 


be seen (having taken an oath to the contrary), lis- 
tened to me from a private spot, if at least Iny voice 
,vas able to penetrate so far. I have gone still fur- 
ther; having promised in my next sermon to prove 
our doctrine by S
ripture, and to justify it by such 
convincing arguments that none of our adversaries 
shall be able to deny it, or to deny that they theln- 
selves have been blinded by the darkness of error. 
They well know that this bold proposition is a chal- 
lenge to disputation, which they cannot decline with. 
out damaging their reputation. It would indeed 
betray the weakness of their cause, should they 
shrink from encountering the least one amongst the 
Catholics. The affair is safe; if they venture upon 
a discussion, it is possible that they may yield. I 
am told by the Advocate Ducrest that the Illflgis- 
trates of Thonon, in full council assembled, have 
come to the resolution of presenting their confession 
of faith in writing; that we may familiarly discuss 
amongst ourselves the differences existing between 
the two creeds; and that when some of theln wanted 
the minister to accept this embassy and bring us the 
manuscript, the others would not consent, pleading 
their ignorance of philosophy, and saying that they 
should be unable to combat scholastic subtleties. 
Thus the matter rests; they dare not combat, ex- 
cepting through the Vicar, whilst our little troop is 
a sad annoyance to them. 'Vith cheerfulness and 
hope I wait to see whether they will meet me, feel- 
ing (thanks to our good Lord) full of courage." 
Faber answered this letter, encouraging him to 
persevere, antecedent advantages giving so much 
rOOln to hope. In the meantime the best informed 
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persons expected that the tuinisters of the Chahlais 
would agree to hold a disputation, fll1d would call in 
the aid of their ncighbours, rather than hazard thl.ir 
reputatiun by a silcnce discreditaLle to their Sl'ct. 
Hut they no longer found it so easy to accuse the 
Church of teaching falsehood and error, st.illiess to 
convict her, a3 türmcrly, when her pastors, fùr the 
tllu=,t part iguomut RIlII ne3ligent, had neither talent 
nor spirit to defcnd her. 'rhc Calviui
ts felt now' 
how dangerous it Wi.1S to ùi..;putc with sllch a mall as 
Francis, su IC'Lrned and so exemplary; wht!re:ls Ilt"re- 
tofore they cuuld easily seùuce ß people whose clergy 
"ere frail in morals, tiluiù, aud sdf-intere
ted, nnd 
who, scarcely knowing the principles of the faith, 
,\ ere incompetent to resist the calumnies with which 
the hcrc
iarchs sought to blackcn her. It was this 
which so materially favoured the pr03ress of Calvin- 
ism, which b
gan to decline as soon as there was 
some one to assail it, as well f.L;) to defend the fruth. 


CII.\.PTER XII. 


FRAXCIS PROPOSES A CO
FEnEXCE. THE 
H
ïSTI:nS 
AGl
lm, AND THEN EVADE IT. CO
YERSION A
D 
DEA TII OF O
 E OF THDI. 


THE ministers were confounded when they saw 
that in spite of their prohibitions against the people 
having any intercourse with the Saint, not only 
did they go to hear him, but that numerous con- 
versions were the con-;eq,uence. They feared that 
thesc would multiply unlcss some opposition were 
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made. They began to consider the best means of 
preventing it, and various were the expedients pro- 
posed. Some were for forwarding their confession 
of faith to the provost, and then to hold an amicable 
conference with him upon it; others suggested that 
Viret" the 
Iinister of Thonoll, a man luuch re- 
spected by his party, should discuss the contro- 
verted points with Francis; others approved of the 
discussion, but said that Viret should be seconded by 
other nlÏnisters, because the provost (as Viret hinlself 
admitted) was an excellent rhetorician, and possessed 
the art of puzzling anyone who was not well versed 
in logic. To these varied opinions were added other 
difficulties in. execution-for instance, IIow to draw 
up the confession of faith, as the Calvinists had 
Dever been able to arrange a formula which had 
satisfied all? nor did they agree about it themselves. 
To trust the dispute to Viret alone would be risk- 
ing too much, considering the ability of the Saint, 
his skill in controversy, and his wonderful self-com- 
mand; hence, however much he might be insulted 
in dispute, his passions were so completely subdued, 
that he never lost sight of his subject, and in this 
respect alone, possessed a
 immense advantage over 
his opponents; finally, if Viret was to have asso- 
ciates, what an honour this would be to Francis, 
since it was a tacit avowal of his superiority. It 
was said, that his reputation was too high already, 
and ought not to be increa3ed by a public di'1puta- 
tion, when the spectators would be numerous, and 
when a report of the proceedings would be circu- 
lated through the country. As each expedient was 
proposed, ditficulties presented thCl11Selves, and the 
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congre
s broke up without coming to any deci
ion, 
a
 it is gCIlcrully the Ctl:'c iu mcetings wh
l'e O1o:,t of 
the pcople are of equal uuthority; tlnù \\ here t'uch 
one would have his iuJividual opinion tu prcvail, 
where none are willing to 'yielJ, and where no one 
is competent to grapple with ob
hl.clcs u.s they 
anse. 
Francis was informed of all these proceedings, 
and re
olved to profit by the occasion. lIe him:;; .If 
challenged. thenl to a conference, which he declarcd 
to be necessary, in order to terminate ùiffcrences, 
and rcmuve the scandal occasioned by their silence. 
It would ha\e been indeclJrou
 to refuse this public 
defiance, which they could neither conceal nor ignore: 
it was therefore accepted. and the time, place, und 
subject of di
cussion were arranged. The nlinisters 
of the Province were for leaving the chief charge to 
Viret, because, being on the spot, he could, if need- 
ful, resume and reply to the arguments. The newS 
of the intended IJIt'eting and the day soon bec.lIne 
known; and at the appointed time, no fewer than 
ten thousand persons must have flocked to Thollon, 
from Geneva, Chablais, and the surrounding dis- 
tricts. The ministers hoped that the t numbers 
would terrify Franci:;, and that distrusting his own 
strength, he would not venture to appear: but they 
were mistaken, he was the first to take his place, to 
their astonishment and terror; and as shame had 
compelled them to accept the challenge, so now did 
fear 
uggest various pretexts for deferring the dis- 
cussion, palliating their baseness under the specio 1 1s 
plea of not ]mving obtained the per01i:;sion of IIi., 
IIighness. This excuse was far from satisfying either 
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of the parties, for it was well known that on other 
aud nIore delicate occasions, they had not been so 
respectful to the authority of the sovereign. It was 
answered that as Francis was in the country by 
order of the prince, they might reasonably suppose 
that his measures would be approved of at court, 
and that of course the Provost would not have 
undertaken the dispute unless he felt quite sure of 
the Duke's approbation. Viret, who was cmll- 
missioned by the rest to convey these excuses to 
the Saint, was received by him with his accustmned 
courtesy, and though the pretext seemed plausible, 
Francis knowing that it was groundless, agreed to 
be responsible f()r the consequences, pledging him- 
self to secure due approval for what was to be done 
that day, appealing to all those present to be the 
witnesses of his promise. But the ministers in- 
sisted that in so delicate an affàir, no caution could 
be too great, and, therefore, they would not enter 
upon the discussion without the express perluission 
of the sovereign. 
But the holy nIan, more anxious than ever to 
enter the lists, sent to request the pern1Îssion from 
the Baron of IIermance, governor of the province, 
and invested with full powers by the Duke. The 
Baron at once conceded the anIplest faculties for the 
disputation, sealed and expedited with all due for- 
nIality. It was' now thought that retreat was im- 
possible, and that the ministers lTIUst necessarily 
come forth; but they were resolved not to expose 
themselves to so fearful a risk, though they lnight 
well foresee that their withdrawal would materially 
danIa3e their cause, and turn the balance of opinion 
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in fa\"our of the Catholic:ì. They replied, then that 
the baron's authority wa
 limiteù to civil ma.tters 
only; and that for ß conference on religious topics, 
the consent of the sovereign wn.:i neces:mry; anù that 
if he disapproved the i
sue of the dispute. he would 
look upon it as nn attempt aga.in'\t his sovereignty. 
Thi,j proceediu3 
howcJ how little the ministers 
trusted to their own cause; whilst it equally temled 
to confirm the new converts in the f.Lith, nuù to con- 
fOUllll the Calvinists. The 
.Lint availed hiIl1
clf of 
the opportunity, and addrc
sed the vast as
cmbly on 
one of the must pernicious errors of Ca.lvin, who 
nys 
that Scripture nlOllP is a sufficient rule of faith; re- 
jectiu3 traditil)ll altogether. lIe treated the 
uhject 
so ably, th.Lt Illi.Lny IIuóuenuts were cou\pinced. 
'Vhen the people hJ.J ùi-3persed, he went in search of 
the minister:;, nul told them that their flight was 
a clear indication of the fallacy of their belief; that 
their reputation ånd their iuterest would be preju- 
diced unless they held the discussion: nnd he otll>red 
to leave the choice of the subject-matter to them; but 
all in vain. The ministers replied that they had not 
shrunk from the dispute froIlI want of confiùence in 
their ar3uments, but solely on account of the respect 
due to his highness; and they persisted in boasting 
to the people that they could ea::;ily have dcfeated 
:Francis J if D10tives of policy had Dot silenced them; 
as ifmere words would undeceive a people scandalized 
by fac t8. 
The insincerity of the preachers aroused the shame 
of one of them, who, either acting in good faith, or 
confident in his own learning, hoping to convert the 
Saint, went privately to him J and told him that he 
VOL 1.-14. 
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paid this visit in order to redeem the given promise; 
and that though the rest evaded it, he thought it 
right to confer with hin1. Francis received hinl not 
only with civility, but even with joy; and it must 
be owned that this conference, though less important 
than the public one, led to better results, both par- 
ties acting with sincerity. 
I-Iaving agreed that the discussion should be con- 
fined to essential points, leaving those which the Cal- 
vinists then1selves called secondary and unimportant, 
the preacher advanced all that he could in defence of 
the pretended reform: the saint listened to him with 
composure, and then by degrees unravelled all his 
argulnents: his replies were so convincing, that the 
minister could not gainsay theIne Francis then went 
on to prove catholic truths on such solid grounds, 
unveiled the fallacy of his antagonist's sophislns, de- 
monstrated the real sense of the Scriptures, and the 
truths of faith so clearly by tradition, that the other 
owned hirnself convinced. lIe required tiule, how- 
ever, to decide: grace worked in his heart, a::ld after 
mature deliberation he was converted. SufiÏcient 
and prudentiallnotives justified secrecy on the occa- 
sion; but the opposite party soon began to suspect 
his conversion: it was ascertained that he had pri- 
vate conununications with the holy man; and finally, 
that he had actually joined the Church. IIis for- 
nler associates foresaw that the conversion of one of 
their own body would prejudice their cause, unless 
they could devise some effective remedy; anù they 
urged his family and friends to win him back to 
heresy. Entreaties and threats proved equal1y un- 
availing; and at last, under one pretext or another, 
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they got 11im hurried off to prison, hoping to terrify 
him in this manner, but to no purpose: they pro- 
cured f:.\lse witnc,ses, and so made him appear guilty. 
The convert was well known as an uprigh t, consci- 
entious l11an; and people were astonished at finding 
matters pushed so far: but this was only another 
instance, showing the power of false zeal on the one 
side, and of divine grace on the other. Injustice 
was c'l.rried to such a pitch that the minister was 
condernnc(l to death, and the sentence was carric(l 
into effect with such precipitation, that Francis hall 
not time tù appeal to the prince, as he intended. 
'rhus, the first preacher converte(l by our !'aint, be- 
came, through the n1aIice of the I[uguenots. a victiln 
of the true fili th, and of divine love, most happy. 
indeed, therein, inasmuch as he became at once a 
Catholic antI a martyr. 


CIL\PTER X III. 


CO
VEP.SIO
 OF PO
CET, A
D OF THE B..\RO
 D'AYl"lLF. 
-CALU)[
IES OF TIlE HERETICS CO
FUTF.D BY THE 
SAINT. 


THE injustice with which the IIuguenots had op- 
pressed the innocence of the minister converted by 
Francis, horrified both Catholics and Calvinists, and 
led to effects precisely opposite to that which \Va... in- 
tended; nalnely, that of hinderin ó conversions, which 
thenceforwarJ became n10re frequent. .Amongst the 
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converts of this time which deserve special n1ention, 
were Peter Poncet, advocate of the territory of Gex; 
and Anthony di San l\Iichele, Lord of Avulle, whose 
renunciation of the errors of Calvin was a last blow 
to heresy in the Chablais. 
Poncet had heard several of the Saint's ser1l1011S, 
and was Inuch scandalized by the evasion of the 
ministers with regard to the public conference; and 
stiU nlore so by the violence shown to the converted 
preacher. Anxious for a n10re ample explanation of 
the points of controversy, he paid several visits to 
Franci
, proposed his doubts, and accepted his solu- 
tion of theIne The conversion of this 111an cost the 
Saint a great deal; for he would not yield until he 
had not an aton1 left whereon to cling; and was 
several times convinced before he would pron1Ïse his 
conversion. The h01y lua11 forebore for a long time, 
. but seeing the advantage which would accrue to the 
Church by the adhesion of such a 111an, he pressin3ly 
warned hill1 that in an affÚr of this nature, he 0113h t 
not to be guided by illotives of fùlse policy, nor be 
swayed by human considerations, either of friend- 
ship or interest; that it was surely reprehensible to 
be ashamed of appearing a Catholic, when, by divine 
grace, he really was such; tha.t Jesus coulJ not 
recogllise as llis disciple one who <.liù not publicly 
acknowledge Hin1 fur 111aster; in fine, he adduced 
the exanlple of the philosopher 'Victorinus, converted 
by St. Simplician, as related by St. Austin, and rea- 
soned so effectively, that Poncet made a public pro- 
fe::;sion of the Catholic faith, in the hands of our Saint, 
on the 20th of August. His example was followed 
by Dlauy others, although the infuriateJ heretics 
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published a rrport, that in puni5hment f()r his change 
of rcligion, Poncct was pOR
csl;;ed hy the dcvil; adding 
that he was so fearfully tormentet1. tllnt tllC pro\'o
t 
was obliged to f:pend scyrrnl hours of the ni
ht with 
him, for the Ilurpusc of e
orcising him, prdpnùing 
that the time \\"ß
 gi'l'Jl to tlli
 purposl\, whcr{'n
 it 
,\ hS cmploJcd in completing the instructions, which 
other business prevented ii"UlIl being givcn in the 
day. 
]n proportion as the Calvini:o:ts ùpfi1mcd the rnnn 
of Goll, so did th
 Baron of Ih'rmancf' l'xt(ll hi., 
conduct. I1a.ying occasion about this time to rf\pair 
to Chambf'ry, he tl1Cre expre

l:J his belief, argu- 
ing from the conversion of Poncet, and other impor- 
tnnt circumstances, that the intru
Í\ e mini
tf'rs 
woulJ before long be driycn from the Chnhlai
. lIe 
'\\ as never weary of spenking ûf thc apostolic lahnurs, 
anft the superhuman learning of the Proyost ûf 
Sales, hy whose means God wrought Dueh great 
things to the adyantage of religion. 
In t1le meantime Francis was wl1011y intrr.t en 
promoting the interel;;ts of the faith, and in rejecting 
the calumnies of the heretics, who ailirmed that 
Spondè, who just then had renounced the error
 
of Cah'in, hûd been visibly punished by God for 
the crime; the penalty being nothing le
s than 
insanity. They made this boast, and bal;;ed it on 
the as
ertion of a man whom they prevailed on to 
renounce the Catholic Faith. and who declared that 
Spondè was mad, and was confined somewhere in 
France. But God enabled the Saint to disprove the 
calumny, for he received a work composed by 
that writer, which had just been reprinted, with 
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an entirely new preface by the author, a work 
sufficiently convincing that Spondè was not only 
not insane, but was moreover a true Catholic. This 
circumstance gave Francis an OppOI tunity of expos- 
ing the duplicity of the Huguenots, who lie so boldly 
even of their neighbours, and at the hazard of detec- 
tion. How much less then could they be trusted 
w hen speaking of persons at a distance? 
Day by day did Calvinism become SUSpICIOUS 
even to its own votaries, who could not but perceive 
that, if falsehood and hunlan means were necessary 
to its support, the same arts must have been 
employed in planting it; whilst, on the contrary, 
the conduct of the saintJy provost corresponded with 
that of the apostles, being quite exempt fronl deceit 
and self-interest. His charity, gentleness, patience, 
and indefatigable zeal, were so many strong and 
efficacious calls with which God invited them to 
return to the Church. 
All these reports reached the ears of the Baron 
d'AvuIle, one of the n10st distinguished gentlemen of 
the country, and consistorial judge, looked upon in 
Thonon as the head of the Cal vinist party. IIis 
noble qualifications had gained for him an extra- 
ordinary reputation in Geneva, and the neighbouring 
districts. The con version of this man, and the 
origin of it, deserved to be fully detailed. He was 
called Anthony di San l\Iichele, Baron of AvuIIe; and 
he was one of those Calvinists, who, as we have be. 
fore stated, was present at the first sernlon preached 
by Francis, whilst he was as yet but a sub-deacon. 
He was nlarried to a Catholic lady, his equal in 
rank, but his superior in virtue, for which she was 
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di.stinguished even 1norc than by hirth. The piety 
and devotion of thi.., lally wpre the first mea.ns elll- 
ployed by our Lord to withdruw the hushand 1'1'0111 
the errors in which he lived, le
:i by chuic(', than in 
consequence of being a native of an heretical country. 
lIe could not bring him
df to L'licvc tha.t God, :30 
merciful even to ob5tinate sinners, would abull(lon 
a 1a.lly adorncll with so 111:\11Y virtll
 as his wife; 
he thercfúre u-;etl his best endeavours to win her 
ovcr to his own Creell; usill'T all the artific S ot 
gentle and affectiona.te persuasion; but the laùy, 
well instructed by our 
aint, sheweù such firmness 
to her religion, that he wa
 obliged to desist frOln 
his attempt, and promise not to annoy her any more 
on the subject. IIaving gained this point, she 
easily gained another, namely, that he would he 
present at the 
àint'd 
ermon3 in Thonon. n' \.vllJle 
already knew tha.t }
rancis must be ß powerful 
preacher, }u1vin3 heard hi:3 first sermon at 
\.nnecy, 
and accordingly accompanied his wife. The fir:st 
time he did so, the Saint had been duly forewnrned, 
and preached with luuch energy on the character- 
istic signs of the true Church. The sermon nlade 
d'Avulle waver; just about the same time, the Inin- 
ister (of whom we so lately spoke) was put to death; 
a man of integrity like d'Avulle, disapproved such 
violence; but the preachers strove to pacify him by 
various arguments, which seemed to him so frivùlous, 
that his long-standing esteem {.)r them began to 
decline. lIe was well versed in controversy, and 
certainly a staunch Calvinist. Thejudicial murder of 
the converted minister increased his distrust, and 
though the pertinaciou3 refusal of the Ininister3 to 
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meet the Saint in discussion, disgusted him, he did 
not think that the 111alice of tho
e who professed or 
taught a religion, ought to be held as an infallible 
rule for testing the nlerits and truth of it. The 
argun1ents of the provost were powerful, he admit- 
ted, yet he remained balancing between the two, 
unwilling to decide in favour of either, until his 
conferences with the Saint inclined him to the side 
of catholicity. No doubt his wife had a large share 
in this desirable issue, seconding the efforts of 
Francis by appealing to the 11lercy of God, ",honl 
she strove to propitiate by alms, prayers, and tears. 
The Father of mercies at length heard the prayers 
of the virtuous Jady, and granted what her faith 
solicited. By degrees, d'AvulJe perceived that the 
errors were in his own intelJect, not in that of his 
wife, and he accordingly rejected them; the unbe- 
lieving husband was thus sanctified by the believing 
wife. 
This conversion cost Francis n10re than all the 
rest put together, and was the noblest of his victo- 
ries; however as d'.....\. vulle was the mainstay of Cal- 
vinism he deemed all his labours well bestowed. 
Believing a change of religion to be an affair of the 
highest importance, the Baron would use every 
precaution, in order to save himself from after- 
reproaches. Not content with verbal communica- 
tions with the Saint, he conlmitted his doubts to 
writing, and received their answers in the same 
form. These were attentively examined, and the 
distinetions weighed. The nlan of God thought 
that he Inust be differently dealt with frOlll the 
generality of others; hence he made it less his aÏ1n 
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to confute the errors of Calvin, than to prove the 
anti(luity, truth, majesty, and sinccri ty of Catho- 
licity. lIe exposed the fo.bchoods with which the 
heretics have corrupted holy scripture; and ù....-\.. vnIle, 
who, the more he learned, becaule all th
 In()r
 
curious to hear, \\ fiS never weary of conversing with 
the 
(lint. To do this more con' clliently and 
secretly, after despatching his occupations in the 
city, he uc;;cd to withùrnw to a "ood ubout 0. league 
distant frOln Thonon, wlJ(
re the t\\ 0 together would 
ar
ue for two or three hours at n time. ""}wn he 
was on the point of yielding, another precautionary 
ll1l'asure occurred to his mind, which would free 
hilll from any thing like reproach of leaving Calvill- 
bIn ,\ ithout sutlident deliberation, and without 
good grounJs for embracing Catholicity. lIe 
requested the Saint tu set down in writing the 
various points they had discu
sed, that they might 
be 
ent to Gcneva and Berne, to see what answers 
the lllOSt celebrated luinisters of those places could 
give them. The Saint well knew that his nrgu- 
nlents could not be defeated, and accordingly con- 
sented, saying, that it 1w.d never been his object to 
n1Ìslead anyone; but lw rC(lue:;ted that this might 
be the last pIca for rcfusing to for
ake his erroneous 
creed. D'.A vulle gave the promise; the conferences 
were writt.en and sent to the n1Ïnisters of Berne and 
Gene,'a; he declaring that he would renounce the 
reformed religion, unless they could solidly confute 
the arguments of the provost of Sales. 
The issue was just as Francis had predicted; the 
reply was waited for in yain; hence d'Avulle pre- 
sumed by their silence that they had nothing to 
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advance. Pitying the blindness and obstinacy in 
which they lived, and in which he himself had 
hitherto lived with them; he renounced their errors, 
and was received into the Church, and this in a 
lnanner which fully repaid Francis for all his pre- 
vious toil in instructing him. He would have his 
abjuration to be made in public, and for this 
purpose invited many personages belonging to the 
province, and even to Geneva, specifying the day 
,vhen the ceremony was to take place. lIe made a 
general confession of his whole life to the Saint, who 
had gained him to God and to the Church, publicly 
declared the nlotives of his conversion, exhorted 
everyone to follow his example, and, to render him- 
self worthy of this and other graces, he abjured and 
detested the errors of Calvin. He was then admitted 
hy Francis into the boson1 of the Church, in presence 
of all the people of Thonon, and of a great number 
of fIuguenots from the neighbouring provinces, whe 
went expressly to be eye-witnesses of a fact, which 
nothing would induce them to believe unless they 
saw it themselves. 
_ This unexpected and important conversion, occ..'t- 
sioned as much joy to the Catholics as confusion to 
the heretics; more especially as it was soon followed 
by many others, insomuch that the Saint was unable 
to instruct the numbers who were eager to be con- 
verted. He was obliged to ask for further aid, and 
it was evident that this last blow gave the mortal 
wound to heresy in the Chablais; the neophyte 
cavalier sedulously exerting hin1self in defence of 
the fhith he had embraced, and in cOlnbating t}1e 
one he had renounced; ever.rw here extolling the 
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holy man through whose lllcans God had enlightened 
him. 
Another circumstance occurred about the SaIne 
time, and contributed to dt.>stroy the little rcmaining 
credit of the Ininisters. D'
\.yullc frcquently vbited 
Gencva on business of his own; now glor)'ing in his 
conversion, being too powerful tu feur an insult, he 
went there publicly as usual; and although when he 
\V.LS ab::-:ent they suid that Francis had perverteù hiln 
by enchantment, no olle ,'cntured to bay a word 
upon the subject when he was pre:,ent. Antony de 
la Fay, one of the 1110st influential of the ministers, 
relying on the authority and influence which he had 
formerly held over him, took courage at lust to re- 
prove him for his change of religion: the Baron an- 
swered thn.t he spoke too late; that he ough t to have 
replied at the proper time to the" riting which he 
sent to Berne and Geneva; that indecd his conversion 
was fuHy ju
tified, seeing that neither he nor his 
confJ"èl"es had a word to oppose to l.'rancis, whose 
very presence seemed almo
t as redoubtable as his 
disputations. The Juinister felt himself cut to the 
quick, and replied that he wus willing to go over 
to Thonon, and before D'Avulle convict the nlflgician 
who had deluded him with a false exposition of 
CatllOlic doctrines. The Baron took him at l1Ïs 
word, and fixed a day. On his return 110me, he told 
the provost of Sales that in a short time he would 
be confronted with an adversary worthy of himself. 
}'rancis expressed his delight at this intelligence, de- 
clared the stranger would be welcome; but feared 
that, l.ike the ministers of Thonon, who had refused 
a puLlic conference, those of Geneva would aho 
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refuse a private one. In fact. La Fay did fail in his 
promise; and though pressed four or five tilnes by 
D'Avulle, he alway"follnd some new pretext to excuse 
himself. The Baron then proposed to Francis to go 
over to Geneva, there to confer with the n1inister, 
observing. that his presence and authority were suffi- 
cient guarantee against mischief; and, under pretext 
of a visit of civility, a discussion might be introduced. 
Although the Saint felt son1e reluctance in entrusting 
himself to Geneva, a city rebellious to the Duke, the 
people of which were naturally seditious and inimical 
to Catholicity, a.nd to which, 111OreOVer, his n1ission 
did not extend, he promised to accompany his friend, 
lest a refusal might be interpreted to the clisadvantnge 
of his cause. Accordingly. the Baron D'Avulle, our 
Saint, Lewis of Sales, the Advocate Ducrest, and a few 
others fronl TholloH to serve as witnesses to the dis- 
putation, set out 011 the pre.::icribed day. The min. 
ister was astounded at finùing himself thus besieged 
in his own house by the magnanimous provost of 
Sales, the sight of whOln alarn1ed him, though he 
did his best to conceal it. 
On his introduction, Francis accosted hiu1 very 
graciously: "You see, Sir," said he, "I bring the 
Lord of Avulle to YOll, ciince you have not 111ade your 
appearance in Thonon, according to prOlnise, when 
you were to convict lue of teaching false doctrines: I 
thought it better to bring h
m here myself, to justify 
the doctrines which I have taught hiu1; choose what 
subjects you please, for I believe I shall be able to 
prove that they must err who do not agree with the 
Catholic Church in lnatters of faith." The po.int3 of 
dispute were arranged; and in the "Life of Sister 
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Co
ta, first TOUI ière of the Grller of the Visitation," 
who was present, wc reaù that the conference was 
publicly lit.lll in tlll' C;;(l'lare callell <lell[oulnrd (unless 
SfJlllC other conference i... here alluded to) in prcscoce of 
a Yast nlllltitude, and la
teJ more thari threc hours. 
Our Saint CllÛc(!."oured to oblige the n1Ïnistcr to 
finish onc topic bcfore pro.;ccùing to nllothl'r; but it 
suitcd his purposc bettcr tp 1l1ultiply Iluestions, and 
thus leave thcm all ullllccìtk
l,-a COllllnon subtel" 
fuge with herctic::;. They treated on the unity, 
perpetuity, and vi.,ibility of the Church, on th
 
Sacrament of the Euchari
t, on good works, nnd 
their nece
sity to snlv,\tion, Purgntory, the interces- 
sion and in,"ocation of baint:-: J &c. .Amongst tlH
 
,'ariety of suhjects, anyone of which would fllrni
h 
llmtcrLll for tbree days, the provost so Jnanifc:,tly 
held the advantage, that tbe n1Ínister, sceinci how 
di..::;atisficù the t\s:-cmbly wa
 with his replies, inter- 
rupted the confcrence by throwing out a volley of 
abuse agnin
t the Saint, occasioning scandal to the 
wbole audience, l11any of whon1 wished Francis to 
retaliate, as he so easily migh t have done; but he, 
with his usual gentlene
5, replied, that if the Jninistcr 
could have defènded his Càu:,e by argumen t and 
reason, there would be no occasion for all that fury; 
but like a drowning man, he was glad to catch at 
a straw. The conference enùed in a nlost di!'O'raceful 
o 
nlanner, the preàcher proclaiming the ho] Y lllan to 
be a sophist, an enchanter, and a fal:-::e prophet, whose 
eloquence seduced the people. 'This conduct served 
onl y to confirm Ð' A vulle in the Catholic faith: he 
deemed himself obliged to compose and publish a 
work, declaratory of the motives of his con version: 
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this little tract was printed at Lyons. In it he 
highly eulogises the provost of Sales; and clearly 
shows that he had neither convinced him by sophis- 
try, nor converted hinl by n1agic. Numbers followed 
hÎln to the bosom of the holy Church, and amongst 
the rest, ten of the highest nobles of the country. 
The author, or rather the authoress, who relates 
these circumstances in detail, tells us that after the 
rebellion of Geneva, no one had ever ventured to 
discuss religious topics in that city; and it must be 
owned that as God tied the minister's tongue anù 
prevented him from speaking to the advantage of 
his party, so must He likewise have tied the hands 
of the people, to prevent thCln from ill-treating the 
holy man, whose courage in daring to shew himself 
at Geneva in defence of the good cause, induced our 
Lord to protect him whilst there. 1.Iany admired 
his learning, and many more admired his meek 
forbearance. To some, who advised him to repay the 
minister in his own coin, he replied: "I have never 
spoken severely to n1Y neighbour without regretting 
it; it behoves us to follow our Saviour's rule in this 
respect, not that of the world; milJness is more 
likely effectually to touch a heart, than bitterneS3 
and severity." 
As the conversion of such a man would con- 
tribute materially to the restoration of religion in 
those districts, Francis sent an account of it to the 
Bishop of Geneva, to his flighness the Duke, and to 
the Supreme Pontiff himself, and received letters of 
congratulation, as w ill be seen in the following 
chapter. 
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I
 proportion as the 
aint's labours succecllec.1, so 
did thc calumuil's of the ministers increase. They 
became so notorious, that he wa:i informed of thcm, 
and wa5 admonished that if not for his own honour, 
at least for the honour of his n1Ïnistry, it was dc:)iru- 
ble to see the temerity and audacity of his adver- 
saries rcpressed; but .Francis, train
d in the school 
of the r
edccmer, replied: h Put :rour
df in their 
place, and seC wh
ther you would not cry out 
against hinl who took the bread out of yonr lllouth. 
'Vhy then should we be surpri:)ed at the preachers 
striving to discredit 1110, who am thus reducing their 
profits? Let us pray to God for them, and strive 
to give thenl reason to speak still worse of mc. 
Even at court, the most prosperous are generally the 
best abused. Let us say with Tibcrius, Be quiet, 
let them talk. 'Vïth a little more courage and we 
shall do enough, God will help us." It was in this 
ll13nner that the t;aint digested calumny. One of 
his cousins wished to take up his defence, unwilling 
that such a nIan should be so vilely treated. K 0- 
bility, when irritated, is but too apt to have recourse 
to violent measures on these occasion
, unless its 
hands are restraiueJ by the nails which trau.,fixed 
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our Lord's. "Gently," said our Saint; "Saint 
Paul, though represented near St. Peter, holding a 
sword, does not convey to us the idea that he rai::;ed 
it in defence of his colleague. "\Ve are not here jU5t 
to be punctilious as to the words of our enemies, 
which at 11108t, can only prick a little. If we can 
l\:eep our head above the wind, a breeze under foot 
is of small consequence. The waves dash against, 
and wash rocks and shoals, but carry off with thenl 
straws and light lllateriais. It is then our glory to 
be pursued by the enemies of the Church; nor 
can there be a greater proof of innocence, than to be 
defamed by the guilty. If the Calvinists accuse me, 
the Catholics know TIle. The greatest offence to a 
Dlall of honour, would be to have him eulogized by 
the lllouth of a heretic. It is an infalny to be 
praised by the infamous. Even a Homan, who was 
the subject of a pasquinade, said he should feel 
annoyed if it had been written by Cato or Scipio; 
but as it was the production of a nobody, he cared 
nothing about it. N ow if a pagan, who had as we 
Dlay say, a IHere glimlnering of light, could reason 
thus, what would he not have said had he been 
blessed with the full light of faith?" Such was 
the style in which Francis replied to those who 
informed hÍ1n of the injurious manner in ,vhich he 
was spoken of by heretics; never would he on this 
account desist from his endeavours to win souls 
to the Church; heedless of the reports circulated 
by the sons of darkness, who usually speak worst of 
those who do the best, as was the case with our 
Divine Lord himself: 
Nevertheless, if the Saint would not allow 111en to 
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defend 11is cau
e, Gorl, not content with protecting 
him, woultllikewisp console him by filling his heart 
with 111'avenly delight. On the night preceding the 
fl.;;;tival of the BI
ssed "acrament, (
Ia)" :!fjth,) this 
favour "as conferred so abundantly, that he was 
compelled to cry out-and thi3 was heard by persons 
in the hou3e-" Hr>strain, 0 J...ord. the torrent of 
Thy graces I" entreating onr J..ord to moderate His 
favours, to mca
ure His graces, and to retire frOln 
him, seeing that he WR9 unable to contain such a 
store of ridles. 
In tfÚs Jnanner did God remunerate tlH
 fi(ldity 
with which he re;ö;ulIled, in tIle 
ilence of the night, 
a prayer which had heen interrupted by the occupa- 
tions of the dny. It was in these communications 
that he received the lights which enabled hinl sO 
succes
fully to di.5sipate the dark shades of error; 
here, in the transports of his fervour did he renew 
his resolution of dying in defence of the great mys- 
tery of religion, the Blessed Eucharist; after which, 
towanh morning, inebriated with this torrent of 
sweetness, he celebrated holy mass, and then preached 
with an arduur that gave him the appearance of a 
seraph. Erc-witne::se.; affirm that resplendent rays 
iS5ued from his face, his heart being so thoroughly 
inflamed as to betray itself on his .countenance; his 
words, too, were like so many rays of light dispelling 
all doubt from the minds of the greater part of his 
audience, amongst whom a confused murmur arose, 
as if the force of truth was offering violence to those 
who listened to it, as we nmy judge fronl the effects, 
for in a few days, six hundred persons e!llbraced the 
Catholic religion. This favour was found in the 
VOL. I.-IS. 
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Sa.int's own hand-writing, among some papers which 
he inadvertently gave to his brother, the Baron de 
Tulle. Francis was exact in noting down the 
special graces bestowed on him by our Lord, to pre- 
serve the grateful n1emory of them, and also to excite 
himself to fresh fervour. 
In the meantinle, fame began to report the suc- 
cesse3 of the mission of the Chabhis, and the advan- 
tages gained by Francis over the heretics, which 
}'endered his name so glorious, that it resounded 
through Savoy and the neighbouring provinces; 
passed the moun tains, reached the d ncal court, and 
even Rome itself. 'v here Clement VIII. was inforrned 
of what had taken place in the Chablais. 
The more Francls strùve to conceal himself, the 
more w
s Almighty God pleased to manifest the 
value of lIis faithful servant; and as Francis attri- 
buted the whole glory to the Author Qf all good, 
from whom he derived the wonderful gifts which 
men so nluch admired, yet cared not to ascertain 
the origin thereof: so did the Lord, whose interests 
he had so much at heart, inspire people to talk of 
his zeal, n1ildness, learning, and especially of the 
charm with which he insinuated himself and gained 
possession of the heart, and of his unwearied perse- 
verance in the dutles of his apostolate. lIe received 
many letters of congratulation; one of the first to be 
mentioned was fronl the Bishop of Geneva. Our 
Saint made it his inviolable rule never to undertake 
anything of importance without his approbation; he 
gave hinl an account of all his proceedings; hence the 
prelate was fully informed of all that happened in the 
Chablais. He sent one of his attendants expressly 
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tl) convey his congrutuh\tions, t03ctller with ]ctters 
(in which he calls Francis his f'on-thc staff and 
support of his old nf!'c-nnd even hi5 pu:;toral rOll,) 

eventl little pre
eub finù ohjects of devotion, C:\.- 
horting hitn to pen:evere in the way so well begun, 
nnd assured him that God would ns;:,ist him through 
all his tribulations, to his own great advantage. In 
his answer, the Saint told him that if he wished to 
knoW' what he had done, and what he was then 
doing, he had only to read the Epistles of St. Paul, 
for though he was indeed unworthy of the compa- 
rison, His Hi vine 
r.ljesty did not di
dain to use his 
weakness to promote His own glory. lIe then com- 
pared the province to n paralytic, and 
aid that pos- 
sihly it might reach iL
 true country, even hefore 
he was able to stand; that he truste(l the !)iety of 
the Bishop would obtain for him what he hilll
elf 
could ne' merit; that he was a sinner and nothing 
more, and therefore, unwùrthy of the fu,\'ours God 
was pleased to lavish on him. " But," concluded he, 
"yon well know this, Iny lord, and I trust JOu are 
persuaded that all serves to render me still Inorc 
and more your most humble and obedient son and 
scrvan t. " 
X ext to the Bishop, come the congratulation" of 
Father Possevin, his f()rmcr master at Padua, who, 
seeing part of his prediction vprified, looked forward 
to the accomplishment of the rest. In his ldter he 
expresspd the delight it would give him to see and 
converse with him, and still more to employ himself 
and whatever talent ur authority he possessed, in 
the same cause; he also sent him his book on paint- 
ing and poetry. Father Cheruùiul of :\Iaurrienne, the 
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famous C
puchin preacher, sent him a picture of 
our Blessed Lady, in the act of adoring her sleeping 
Inf.'ìnt. These little presents were so dear to him, 
that he told his brother in one of his letters, tltat he 
frequently had both the book and picture in his 
bands. The book contained a beautiful canticle in 
praise of our Blessed Lady, by Father Tursellino, 
which recreated his ears after the horrid blasphe- 
n1Îes which he was cOlupelled to hear; whilst the 
picture recreated his eyes, pained by the sight of so 
many ruined sanctuaries and desolate churches, 
adding, "No doubt these illustrious personages, by 
sending nle such presen ts, hoped to impress Jesus and 
1\lary still nlore deeply in nlY heart." 
Faber likewise sent him a work on penance and 
divine love, in verse, a composition of his own, wor- 
thy of so great a man, who could combine the solidi- 
ties of jurisprudence with the beauties of poetry; the 
,york was exceedingly admired in Thonon, as it well 
deserved to be. 
One of the ministers finding in it the words of St. 
Gregory and of 1Ioly Church, when, alluding to the 
fall of ....\.dam, it is styled a "happy fault," inasllluch 
as it called for" such a Redeemer," declared the 
expression to be blasphelnous, atheistical, and papis- 
tical. As the unfortunate nlan could not be induced 
to speak to Francis, he sent one of his friends, who 
,veIl chastised his rashness, clearly demonstrating 
how glorious to Christ was the death lie underwent 
for sin, and hence the fault of our first parent may 
justly be called happy, since fIe was pleased to die 
in order to destroy it, and thus obtained a name 
which is above all names. 
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Ahout this time, too, Faber dedicated to him his 
twelfth book "of Conjecture3 on Civil J.Ja.\\," Ullli 
ill the dedicati
m pas:-:eù encomiums on him, to which 
nothing further could Le added, t4.n' they di:'l'lay 
}"'rnncis in his true colours, and ure the more trust- 
worthy as emanating fl'om a llian vcr}" sparing of his 
praIses. 
To these n1arks of re:-.pect, innumerable others 
n1iöht he uc1(h>d, hut let it suffice to name tl1o:,o fr01H 
the upostùlic K ul1cio, re
ident in Turin, thc Duke of 
Savoy, anù the Pope him
lf, who 
ellt him a brief, 
to be spok('n of I I l'reafter. 
There is certainly something in praise we11 calcu- 
lateù to s
(luce 0. heart th:lt is not thoroughly 
grounded in humility; although IllOdc..ty may c
te- 
riorly di;;simulatc, it seldom huppcns that we do not 
yield, at least in some degree, to the temptation, 
attributing to self, what entirely b -longs to God. 
There was no such defect as this in Francis; his 
answers to these congratulations are a proof of it; 
he uliiformly protests tha.t \\e have nothing but 
what proceeds froUl God, who giveth the increa
e; 
not he who plants, or he who waters; that in ,-ain 
does man appeal to the ear, unless God touches the 
}1ca.rt; that lIe, who made all things out of nothing, 
can ea
ily use 0. weak find vile instrumpnt for the 
accomplishment of a great work; but then the in- 
strunlent still remains nothing lllúre than an instru- 
ment, nor can it claim the n1erit of the work. lJ ig 
conduct corresponded with his sentiments; he could 
110t bear that anyone should show hilll nlOre respect 
than formerly. lIe was ju
t as ready to give audi- 
ence, and was just as familiar with the poorest of the 
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poor, as ever l1e was. When missioners were sent 
to help hiJn in his labours, he always left the higher 
functions for them, reserving the lowliest and most 
laborious for himself, although the Bishop had con- 
stituted hin1 the superior, and the first iu dignity in 
the diocese. His meekness and patience daily in- 
creased, nor would he ever avail himself of the pri- 
vileges of his rank. or the esteenl of his sovereign. 
'Vhoever insulted him, was sure to go unpunished, 
for he seemed insensible to everything, when the 
interests of God and of the Church were not in ques- 
tion. 
But nothing gratified Francis so much as an apos- 
tolic brief which the Sovereign Pontiff sent, through 
IJim, to the Lord of A vulle. 1Ve insert it here, as a 
graceful addition to our history. 


"TO OUR BELOVED SON ANTHONY DI SAN MICHELE, 
LORD OF A VULLE, CLE
IENT VIII., POPE. 
" Beloved son, health and apostolic benediction! 
"To our great spiritual consolation, we have 
been informed by letters from our Venerable Bro- 
ther the ...t\.rchbishop of Bari, Apostolic Nuncio at 
the court of our singularly beloved son the Duke of 
Ravoy, that lIe who is powerful and rich in mercy, 
hath wrought great things in you; withdrawing you 
by the power of His right-hand, fran1 the deepest 
shades and from the profound abyss of error and 
heresy, in w hieh you had been trained from your 
earliest years, and has transplanted you into His 
admirable light, that you 1night discern and receive 
the Catholic truth, and unite yourself to that one, 
holy, Catholic, and apostolic Roman Church, out of 
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which there is no salvation, nntI which has lovingly 
admitted you to her maternal bo=,om. 1Ye find frorH 
the
c 
a.mc letters tha.t you detest .l.ncient a.mI mo- 
dern heresies, and that you display a truly contrite 
and penitent heart.. 'Ve bless the God of heaven. 
who has dealt with JOu according to lIis great 
mercy, and who has not allowed yon to remain 
longer in the darkness and the shaJow of death; 
you, being as you are, a noble gentleman, well 
versed in affairs both of p
acc and war, and end,)wed 
with all those qu<\lificLl.tion
 known to us. J [ert.in 
do we rejoice with the Catholic Church, with the 
Duke your Prince, who so justly loves you, and who 
so highly esteems your person; and with your con- 
sort, whose tears u.nJ prayers have reached the 
throne of God, and have gained you to Jeslls Christ. 
Continue, Beloved Bon, and recount the wonders 
that God has shown in you; and if, heretofore you 
persecuted the Church of God, like ::'aul, now en- 
deavour to edify and defend it, like Paul. 
"In the nwa.ntime we would expedite these 
letter
, to show our aff
ction and benevolence in 
your regard; and we grant you our paternal and 
apostolic benediction. 
" Gi,ren at Home, near St. 
Iark's, under the seal 
of the Fisherman, this twenty fifth day of September, 
L39G, in the fifth year of our Pontificate. 
., SILVIO ..\.
TO
IA
O." 


D'
\.vulle corresponded with the pious wishes of the 
Pun tiff, and did great things for the service of the 
Church, and of Francis, who had generateù him to 
Jesus Christ. To this purpose he devoted not only 
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his learning, which was of no ordinary stan1p, but 
likewise his authority as consistorial judge in 
Thonon. The heretics did their best to deprive 
}1Ïm of this post, to which they themselves had 
elected him, for they 100ked upon him with an evil 
eye, as soon as he separated him
elf from their pre- 
tended reform. Francis, however, anxious to protect 
so useful a son, wrote to the Duke, and obtained 
letters-patent fron1 him, declaring it to be his inten- 
tion that d ',A.vulle should continue in the office of 
consistorjal judge, with the right of vote. Although 
this occurred some months later, we notice it here, 
in order not to have occasion to interrupt our nar- 
ra ti ve. 


CIIAPTER XV. 


DEATH OF THE B.\fiON Or' HEfi:\lANCg. HIS SUCCE":SOR. 
THl
 DUKE OF SA VuY CALLS l
UANCIS TO TUIUN. 


THE affairs of the Saint in the Chablais were 
progressing thus satisfactorily, when a luisfortune 
occurred which would have disturbed their course, 
if the mildness of Francis had not interposed a 
remedy. 'fhe Ba.ron of IIernlance, that wise and 
prudent man, fell dangerously ill aad died in a few 
days, precisely at the time when his judgment and 
authority seemed most nece:-ìsary. He loved the 
provost of Sales as a friend, and respected him as a 
father; and being luost zealous for the Catholic 
religion, he seconded all his desi
ns. 
ioreover, he 
had such credit in the province, that he succeeded 
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in 1nany very diJlìcult ns well a
 good enterprize
, 
50 that his death was ß 
:\(l drawhack to the conver- 
sion of the Clmblnis. lIe was a,,
i
teJ hy the holy 
man in his last illne
s, and it would 
ccm us the anti- 
cipated reward of his virtue, that he should have 
li,.cd so long in intimucy with him, nnd have expirerl 
ill hi
 nrms. :Francis d('plored his loss with hitter 
tpars; and his regr.
t \\ as uj!,rra \'uted hy the charac- 
ter of ,Jerome I..ambert, who succeeded him in 11m 
p-ovcrnllwnt of the Chahlais. I Ie \\ as a caxalier of 
f!reat merit, no doubt, hut did not post'es
 the 
nllèction of the people, like IIl'rmancp, nor wa
 there 
ouy chance of his winning it, considering his anstere 
and haughty nlanner. I h. Wll'" incupahle of conde- 
scension, or of ncting with moderation. lTuller 
pretext of upholding the authority of his sovereign, 
he created di'-g'ust in nIl who had to dpal with him, 
so that it WU5 feared he would be as Dluch detested 
as his predecessor had been loved. Such a disposi- 
tion would be anything but congeninl to the extreme 
gentleness of Francis, who had D1uch to suffer from 
him, but who ne,.er complained, ond who preft:'rreù 
relinquishing his plans, rather than 
uc('eed in them, 
at the e:\.pense of peace nnd good will. On this 
account he forebore attempting to celehrate )[ass in 
ThoDon, and was compelled daily to walk a good 
nlile to the chapel already spoken of; pa
sing and 
repassing the frail bridge which in pn
vious winters 
had exposed him to so l1H1Ch danger nnd 8uffcri ng. 
The Baron of IIermance, sincerely regretting the 
inconvenience to which the holy man was thus Jaily 
subjected, was planning me<l.sures for the resturation 
of the )Ia;,
 at Thonon, hut with great prudence; 
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and there was every appearance of his succeeding, 
without any breach of the public peace, having 
nearly obtained the consent of those who were the 
most opposed to it. He was the more anxious on 
the subject, as he knew the danger there was ot 
Francis falling into a rapid torrent, in which case 
there could not be the slightest chance of saving 
hinl. Lambert had nei ther the credit nor the dis- 
cretion of the deceased. Francia, therefore, would 
risk nothing, though he well knew how luuch he 
would be the sufferer, as winter was now approach- 
ing. God, however, provided in another way, as we 
shall show in due time. But it is certain that he 
would never have sought accommodation by the use 
of any arbitrary measure; and would have rather 
gone on to the end repairing to l\Iarin for the 
daily celebration of Holy l\Iass. So great were the 
consolations and support which he derived frmTI this 
bread of the strong. lIe frequently owned that his 
sacrifices and prayers did more towards the conver- 
sion of the Chablais, than all the other talents which 
Almigh ty God has bestowed upon hin1. lie said, 
"The Apostles always joined prayer to preaching; 
the men who fought under the command of Josua 
would not have conquered, had not their leader 
1\loses raised his arms aloft in prayer. They de- 
ceive themselves, who expect to convert eitller 
infidels or sinners by any other means than those 
enlployed by J esu'3 and lIis disciples, since God has 
reserved to Himself alone, the power of changing 
hearts; this can never be asked too much." 
The Duke of Savoy being informed of the toiJs and 
trials of the holy man, as well as of their advantageous 
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result
, not only wrote to testify his snti,faction, 
but likewise desired hinl to let him know what 
I11ca.;;ures he ùeemed hc-;t c
ll\'n1ated to ensure the 
total re-establishmcnt of Catholicity in those dis- 
tricts. .Francis had thought that the T)uke had 
hitherto not sutfìcielltly caret! about this Ini
:,ion, 
for beyond vrdering him to um1crh\ke it, he had 
done little or nothing to 1'orwar(l it; he was, nevcr- 
thele:,
, convinccd tha.t if his authority were exerted 
with kindncs
 and discretion, the con\"cr
ion of the 
whole pro,.incc woulll soon be the consequence. 
}'rancis thcn ble5seJ the Lord for afiording him the 
means of conveying his opinion to His IIighnc

, 
which he did in the following terms: U Since your 
IIighne,s commands me to propose the ll1eans which 
I deem most likely to carry into effect your dc:,ire 
of seeing these people reunited to the Catholic 
Church, I will state my opinions lilÏthful1y to your 
highness. 
u 
\ secure find permanent revenue for 8 good 
number of pricsts, is absolutely neces--ary; priests 
who should be solely occupipd in imparting the 
word of God to the CuI vinists; from the want of 
thb, we hnve been now C'ontinually preaching in 
Thonon for part of two years, with little profit, be- 
cause the inhabitants will not belie\pe that we are 
here by order of your IIighness, seeing that we are 
nlerely provided for day by day, and likewise be- 
cause we have not a competent number of workmen, 
ha ving no place to lodge them, no breaJ to give 
thein, nor have the expenses hitherto incurred been 
paid. The pensions paid to hn>nty of the IIuguenot 
p1Ïnisters, employed in the province previous to the 
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late war, would be nlore than sufficient to our pur- 
pose, if your Highness would but at once have them 
thus applied. It would likewise be desirable that 
the churches should be repaired, and competent 
revenues be assigned the curates appoin ted to the 
charge of them, leaving the best preachers at liberty 
that they n1ight go wherever necessity called them, 
instead of fixing them in any determinate place; 
but, above aU, the churches of Thonon anrl Allinges 
ought to be restored, and parish priests be appointed 
to aùminister the sacraments, as is required by the 
great number of Catholics already there; as well as 
fur the ßake of many others who are well disposed, 
but Wh0 are lost for want of cultivation; besides, 
this would accustorn the people to the exercises of 
the Catholic religion, especially if the solemn offices 
with organ and singing were introduced, at least in 
Thonon, the centre of the duchy. Preaching is 
useless if the people shun the sight of the preacher, 
and will not hear his voice, which has hitherto been 
the case. It would be well if your IIighness would 
write to the Syndic, and commission one of the sen- 
ators of Savoy to come hither, and convoke a general 
meeting of the inhabitants, where, in full assembly, 
and invested with the insignia sent him by your 
llighness, he might hear and consider the reasons 
proposed to induce their return to the Catholic faith, 
which they quitted chiefly through the violence of 
the Bcrnese. This should be done in terms den10n- 
strative of the authority and charity of a lllighty 
prince like your IIighness, towards his misled sub. 
jects; this would be a gentle violence, which would 
cornpel them to submit to the yoke of your holy 



s. rn.\
CI
 DE SALES. 


237 


zcal, and, as I believe, would work marycllously on 
thcir ohstinncy. t;hould your Highness juùge pro- 
per to employ the 
 'nator Faber in thi., undl'rtuk- 
ing, it seems to mc that he "ould succl'cd utlmi- 
ra hI y. 
"The Daron d' \ vnIle, hy his example and hi9 
familiar intimacy with inùi\'iùuals, will likewise 
contribut
 nJuch to the good work, nccorlling to his 
actual good will ilnd inclinations. It" ould al:-o he 
expe(lil'llt to rai
e a company of solJier
 or cavalry, 
to give occupation to the young IHen, which, if reli- 
giou
ly governed und a
si
ted with due in
truction, 
wl.)uld be u"eful, and draw over the most valiant to 
religion. Those who aùhere oh..tinately to thcir 
crrors, ought by public eùict to be deprived of mili- 
t:1ry and ciyil charges. FinnlJy, n college for the 
}"'1\thers of the 
ociety of Je3u;; should be c
tablisheJ 
in Thnnon; the cûnsel}uence of which would be, that 
the whole neighbourhood would 
njoy the great 
advantages of religion, which is nIl but extinct in 
these parts, both in belief and practice. For the 
rest, I bless the Lord for presenting this favourable 
opportunity to your IJighness, and for awakening in 
your soul the desire of serving Him effectually; for 
which lIe created yon a prince and a ruler over peo- 
ple. If this enterprise requires continual expendi- 
ture, you must remember that the salvation of souls 
is the highest degree of Chri
tiall charity. The 
glorious St. :\Iaurice, whom your Highness so much 
honours, will be your advocate with God, and will 
procure you every blessing, of which the fir
t ånd 
chief is that of being the main instrument in re- 
establishing the faith in those countries which the 
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Saint watered with his blood and sweat. I inces- 
santly send forth supplications to the Divine l\Iajesty, 
as I ought to do, for the prosperity of your'IIigh- 
ness; and as I was born and hred, so I hope to live 
and die, of your Highness, the n10st humble and 
n10st obedient servant and subject, 
" FRANCIS, &c." 


The Duke showed this letter to the Apostolic 
Nuncio, and decided on calling Francis to Turin, to 
consult with him, and to obtain a more correct view 
of the state of the Chablais. lEs IIighness expre3sed 
himself in terms of esteem and of gratitude for his 
in1portant labours, assured him that he was anxious 
to second his designs, and therefore requested his 
presence at court, for the more easy arrangement of 
plans necessary to the completion of a work already 
so well begun. No intelligence could be more gra- 
tifying to our apostle, who hoped that an energetic 
appeal to his Highness would obtain the succours 
needed :f()r bringing back to the fold of Christ the 
stray sheep of the Chablais. A thousand times did 
he thank the Divine Goodness for inspiring the 
prince with an idea so advantageous to religion, and 
that he might start without delay, he immediately 
made such arrangements as he deemed advisable to 
the welfare of the mission during his absence. 
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CIL\PTER XYI. 


PArAL np.u:r, OHDEmXG FlU 
CI
 TO COXFEP. WITß BEZA. 
lIIS JOt:I:
EY TO 1:0)(1-;. 


TOGF.TIIF.R with the hrief sent hy the So\"ereign 
P,mtitf to the Baron d' ...\vulle, was anuther entru
- 
tcd to the care of Father St. E:')prit de BcaulIlc, a 
Capuchin, who was leuxing Home for 
avu)', and 
was commi..:sioned to dl'li"cr it to l:rancis. It was 
dated the fir"t of Octobcr, 15
G, anù wai a IHcre 
lctter of credence, in which the Pope, after assurin ó 
him of the esteem which he had of his prudenc(', and 
of the reliance which he placed on his zeal for the 
faith, tells hin1 that Father St. Esprit had orders from 
him to propose 8 delicate negociation, "hich His 
Holiness decided on placing in his hands. as bcing 
the most likely person to ensure its succe;")s, that it 
wa,; an uffiLir of high importance, and which IIis 
Iloliness had much at heart, as tenùing to the glory 
of God. Francis applied to Father 
t. Esprit, ii"ou} 
whom he asceltained that the Pope wished him to 
repair to Geneva and confer with Theodore ßeza, 
the head of the Calvinist party, and to spare no 
means of winning him back to the Cath()lic Church, 
authorizing him to offer, in the name of IIi
 Holi- 
ness, every advantage, (sa\re and except eccle:;iastical 
dignities,) and every security that ßeza could 
desire. 
Every body knows who Beza was. Born of 
Cãtholic parents, he profcs:;ed the faith for n1any 
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years, till weary of living in the ecclesiastical state, 
or flattered with the prospects of the grandeurB and 
pleasures authorized by the new sect, or naturally 
inclined to novelty, he sold his priory, went to 
Geneva, and proclaimed himself the disciple of Cal- 
vin. It was he who headed the ministers at the 
f.unous colloquy of Poissy, where he spoke so impi- 
ously of the Blessed Eucharist, that the audience 
obliged him to retract his words. During the life- 
time of Calvin he shared his authority; his talents 
and the amenity of his character so endeared hiIn to 
the Genevese, that they used to say they had 
rather go to hell with Beza, than to paradise with 
Calvin; at the death of the latter, he was looked 
upon as the leader of the sect, anlOngst the members 
of which he enjoyed unrivalled credit. Unq
les- 
tionably he was one of the first intellects of his age; 
h
 wrote elegantly both in prose and verse, and was 
of a cheerful agreeable temper. If Calvin was his 
superior in learning, he so far surpassed Calvin in 
other respects, as to excite his jealousy on several 
occ
sions. At the tin1e our Saint had orders to 
visit him, he had lost none of his cheerfulness 
and gallantry, though a Septuagenarian. It is not 
positively known what was the Pope's motive for 
then attempting to bring hin1 back to the bosom of 
the Church, or whether the renegade himself had 
given occasion to such an expectation; it is not 
likely that so pruùent a Pontiff as Clement VIII, 
woulù, on any weak conjecture, have given Francis 
so express an ordpr to go and atte111pt his conver- 
sion. IIowever this may be, the commi
sion could 
not be otherwise than honourable to Francis, since 
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the court of Rome, so judicious in discriminating 
nlcrit, and so wise in it. judgment of D1en, proved 
its appreciation of the huly man, Ly selecting hilll to 
so ùelieatp Ull undertaking. 
The Provost was perplexed Ly the two contradic- 
tory orJer:;-the one from his L.ù\"ereign sumulOuillg 
hÌ1n to Turin, the other from the Pope, ordering him 
to repair to Geneva. Father 
t. E
prit \\ as of opinion 
that he oUf!h t, in the first place, to obey the Sovt'reign 
].Jontiff; nnd to induce him to do so, he urged that 
it \\ as not the proper 
pas()n fì)r cr0:;;..;ing tlae mOUl1- 
tain
, that he hilm;plf Imd been in danger of peri
h- 
ing with colJ; that the ronds werp IlOW become still 
JUore impracticable. ill CUI15l'(luence of the snow 
w hieh had tilllcll f'ince hi"! urrivul in 
avoy. 
o well 
infornwd as the Pope W35, he undoubtedly had hi9 
rea
ons for giving !"uch preci
e orders for attempting 
this conversion; that delay might defeat the n1ea- 
sure, and if this conjullcture \\ ere missed, perhaps 
another favourable one lllight not occur-that it '\a
 
ad\ i
able to s
t about it at once, con
idering Dezù's 
aù,"anceù age, who lllight die LE>fore Francis returneù 
from ::;a.voy, in the event of which, a notable exmu- 
pIe would be kst, an example which would contri- 
Lute to an infinity of others; that, supposing his life 
to he spared, man's will is un
tab]e, that his pre5ent 
good ùispositions lllight challóe in the inten-al vf 
dday. 
Francis, who, like other apostolic TIlE'n, always 
preferred the greater glory of God and the advan- 
t:1ge of souls, did not yield to these arguments of 
Father St. Esprit, though apparently so wdghty; his 
zeal rather prompted him to set out for t;avor, 
\OL. 1.-16. 
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although at the risk of his life; he therefore replied 
to J!"'ather St. Esprit, that though Beza's conversion 
would be glorious to himself and ll10st useful to the 
Church, it was at best but uncertain; whereaB, on 
the other hand, the Chablais and the three Baili- 
wicks were evidently quite ready to be converted, 
if the prince would only second hilu with his autho- 
rity; that the conversion of Beza affected one soul 
. only, his example being doubtful upon others, con- 
sidering his advanced age, which might lead people 
to say his intellect was weakened, and that he was 
no longer able to judge in matters of religion; but 
that in the conversion of the Chablais, was involved 
the salvation of innumerable souls, each one of 
which cost our divine Saviour as much as that of 
Beza, high as he stood in the opinion of men; nor 
could he believe that His Holiness would have 
entered upon a measure which could be injured by 
delay, without infonuing hilu of such a circulu- 
stance, and therefore there would be still time 
after his journey to Piedluont; that most certainly 
man's will is Inutable, but the will of princes is still 
more so, being obliged to accommodate them to the 
interests of their states, and therefore must often 
change, even in spite of themselves; it was therefore 
of the utmost importance to take advantage of the 
Duke's actual readiness to further the conversion of 
the Chablais, as, having taken the first step, retreat 
would be derogatory to his sovereign authority, a 
point on which princes are peculiarly sensitive. In 
fine, that it was easy to see frOln the present state of 
affairs, höw necessary it was that the sovereign 
should interfere. The converts were so nUluerous, 



S. FHAXCIS DE S.\Lr.S. 


243 


and of snch n clac;:g that churche
, pastors to instruct, 
colleges for the education of youth, and many other 
thing
, depending upon the will of the sovereign, 
were imperatively rCtptireJ. "It is trul>," con- 
tinued he, U that thp bcason i
 unft..vourable to such :, 
journey, but how numy f:iolùiers and lllcrcll1lnt:i CrO-i8 
the nlountains every day on businc::i::i of llluch h:
s 
importance. " 
Convincing as were the nrgunlcnts of the holy 
man, Futher St. Esprit W
lS not yet satir,ficd; he looked 
on the cunversion of Be/.:J. as an affair of intere
t to 
himselt: wherea
 that of the Chablais was not. IIow 
seldom it is that man's intention is so pure as to 
exclude every panicle of 
clf-intere:itJ lIe iU::ii
teù 
strongly on the authority of the l>ope, and of the 
obligation of eccle3Ïa...tics to obey it in things con- 
nected with the nd\pantc.lge of the Church. But the 
Saint answered that he was sure IIis IIoliness would 
look to the greater good, and that if he were on the 
spot, he \Vould order him to carry out his present 
plans; that he was really to give him an account of 
his conduct, promising him
elf, moreover, that even 
Father 
t. Esprit would plead in his justification. 
The argument was cut short by the arrival of another 
letter fronl the Duke, enjoining the provost to un- 
dertake the journey without delay, that his IIighne3s 
and the papal nuncio nlight at once confer with him 
on the afiilÍrs of the Chablais. Father 
t. E:-;prit, who 
was n. man of upright intention, convinced that the 
conversion of Beza. would not Le achieved in one single 
vi
it, 
a.w it lllust now be defen'ed, and that Fraucis 
ought certainly to Eet out to Turin. 
They were thcn at the end of November; snow 
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had fallen in abundance, a furious north wind had 
set in, which rendered the cold more intense; the 
roads choked up with snow, concealed the preci- 
pices which bordered them, and every day brought 
sad accounts of the n1i
fortunes which beset poor 
travellers. 
Francis was resolved to set out in spite of the remon- 
strances of his friends, as he did, with only Roland to 
accompany him, of whom he had much more COlll- 
passion than of himselt: We may guess what he 
J11l1st have undergone, when it is stated that he 
travelled for the Illost p3-r(í without a guide, for no 
rennlneration he could offer would induce the pea- 
santry to expose them:-;elves to the horrors of such 
an excursion; he was thus conlpelled to depend on 
his own conjectures and slight knowledge of the 
country. lIe crossed the mountains called of 
t. 
Bernard, (not through 1\Iorin, as some writers 
have n1istaken,) in a furious storIn, the snow drifted 
about in all directions, and almost freezing him to 
death. They reached the monastery Imlf dead, nor 
were their horses in lnnch better condition. 
This monastery was founded by St. Bernard de 
1\Ienthon, archdeacon of Ao:-:ta, in thanksgiving for 
his safe passage across the mountains. IIospitality 
is exercised here in a tri.1ly Christian style; travel- 
lers are even gone in 
earch of by the religious, who 
daily saUy forth, laden with the requisite restora- 
tives, in case any poor wayfarer should have sunk 
or nlÍssed his road. II is ani val surprised the n1onks, 
who well understood the dano-ers he had been ex- 
u 
posed to, and accordingly they did their best to 
relieve him. lIe gave orders to his servant to con- 
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eral his name, fcaring that if he were known, l1C 
would be treated with distinction; but Hulallù haù 
no notion of bring ruled iu this instance by the 
humility of his Ulal)tcr, and therefore did nut think 
fit to ohey him. Having disclo3cd dIe name of the 
gue....t, and the object of his journey, the rcligiüU'
 
trcated him with en
ry po
!'ihle demonstration of 
l't

rcct and nffection. They hat I already heard of 
what he had been doing in the Chablai
, and looking 
upon hiln as a 
aint, 
imilar to thuse of the first nges 
of the Church, they dcenlÙd thrm:-:dvcs llappy in 
being able to 10Jge such a Juan. Floancis tlcu'ptc(l 
thcir hospitality and courtesy \\ ith l1Ïs usual s\\ cct- 
ness, and gratified thell1 by informing them of the 
state of religion in the Chablais, according to thcir 
request, expre:::,sing himself \\ith all due nlodcsty. 
They were unable t() retain hinl amonóst thcm fi3 
long as t1lCY could ha ve wished. _<\. 
 soon as the 
storm subsided, he resumeù his journey, pa

illg 
through Aosta, and arrived at Turin after encouu- 
tering all t · rigours of the very wors t season. lIe 
was admitted to an audience with the prince, who 
welcomed him most cordially, and showed him all 
the esteem and affection that a sovereign can 
show toward3 a subject. lIe highly cùmnlended him 
in presence of his whole court, au(l apologized for 
obliging him to travel in so unpropitious a sca'\on, 
and then whi
pering in his ear, he told him, that 
c,>ntemplating an early vi
it to the Chablais in per- 
soo, he wished beforehand to take alJ nece
'\ary nlea- 
slues ft)r the conversion of the whole countrv and to 
'"' , 
consult him on the 
ubject, resolvin
 to press it with 
the whole weigllt of bis authority. 
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CHAPTER XVII. 


FRANCIS IN COl\fl\IVNICATION WITH TIlE DUKE AND 
HIS COUNCIL. 


THE arrival of the Provost of Sales occupied the 
attention of the court for several days. The prince, 
who Eke a wise man as he was, knew how to appre- 
ciate the worth of his subjects, spoke repeatedly of 
the immense good he had effected in the Chablais, 
praising his moderation and patience, and requiring 
nlinute details from himself, of various circunlstances 
of which he had only beard through vague report. 
The whole court looked upon hin} as 
n extraordi- 
nary man, admiring his virtue and learning, especi- 
ally his prudence, by means of which he had achieved 
so much, as to leave little doubt but that the whole 
district would soon be converted. 
Besides public audiences, the Duke had several 
private conferences with him, taking information 
fr0111 hÍnl with regard to the 
tate of his dominions 
beyond the mountains. Francis spoke so judiciously, 
that the Duke soon saw he was as well versed in 
politics as he was experienced in the science of the 
saints and the subtleties of controversy. 
Descending to particulars of the mission, he told 
him that the lower clas::;es were all Calvinists, be- 
cause they knew nothing else; that the middle 
ranks, although sincerely addicted to Calvinism, 
were in reality less attached to it, than averse 
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to Catholicism, that this aversion sprang from the 
miserable misrrpresentations of Ca.tholic doctrine
, 
so perpetually nttributed to him; but thnt the chicf
 
and mini::!ters of the Huguenot party adhered to their 
prctcIlLled rcfùrm from lUcre human motives, such as 
liberty, indepcndence, and sclf-interest, urHl that it 
was on this account that thcy 
o pcrtillu('iou
ly 
shrunk from 3.n amicablo discu
sion with him on 
religious topics, anù so nUlliciously maintained that 
he did not teach true Catholic dnctrincs; which, 
notwithstanding, he had invariably expouncled ac- 
cording to the terms of the Council of Trent-the 
secure rule of faith. That this opinion of his was 
fully borne out by the perpetual discord which 
reignetl among;;;;t them, nnd which 11ac] prevented 
them fronl ever drawing up a formula. containing the 
articles of their belief, according to the principles of 
Calvin; to this might be added the yiolent measureg 
employed to keep the people true to the pretended 
refornl, for instance, the false nccu
ations by wlJÏch 
they procured the death of the ll1Ìni
ter who had 
returned to the bosom of tlw Church, the spirit 
of calumny so prevalent among5t them; their league 
with the enemies of the state; his own fiS5as- 
sillation planned in Geneva, and attempted several 
timc3, adding, that he mentioned this, not to solicit 
punishment, because having pardoned it from his 
heart, it ought to be overlooked, but only to show 
tha.t they who could have recourse to such Dleans, 
so far from being converted with kindness, nlight 
fairly be distrusted on the e.ssential points of religiun, 
which exacts so luuch sincerity. lIe added, that as 
they bated Catholicity, so too did they abhor the 
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principles of their political government, Calvinism 
being the natural enenlyof monarchical institutes, 
and as warmly attached to democracy. The prox- 
imity of the Genevese and Swiss, the continual in- 
tercourse they had with them, and conformity of 
religion, strengthened this aversion, which, more- 
over, they looked upon as a link that secured for 
them the protection of their neighbours. There 
was no motive more likely to attach the people to 
Calvinisn1, than the persuasion that the mainte- 
nance of their privileges depended on the preserva- 
tion of their religion. Their ministers declared to 
them that the wish to restore Catholicity was only 
to enable the government to deprive them of their 
political rights. He concluded by saying that if the 
heretics depended on their sermons only, nothing 
more than preachers would be necessary to answer 
them, but, since they availed themselves of human 
means for the dissemination of error, it was only 
reasonable to use the same meåns for the re-estab- 
lishment of the truth. 
The Duke, supposing that the Saint wished him 
to apply coercion to oblige the Calvinists to return 
to the Church, here interrupted Francis, and said 
that this was too hazardous a point to venture upon, 
nor was it suited to the present posture of his 
affairs; that measures of severity would infallibly 
rouse the Swiss to arms ;-that at the present 
1110111ent he expected to be attacked by France-the 
affair of the l\Iarquisate of Saluzzo not yet being 
concluded. It was therefore important that he 
shoulJ. give the Swiss no just pretext for joining the 
French against him. But the Saint replied that he 



s. FnA
Clq DE SALFS. 


240 


ne,er had the slightest idea of such ß propo
ition; 
tlnd althulIll h the S\\ iss hud cmployed force to expel 
the Faith fhHn those countries, he would nevpr 
fPcommenù the same measures for the (>xtirpa.tion of 
Calvinism. By human means, he meant offÌc ''', 
honour
, protection, rewa.rd;:;, which were certainly 
nlOre due to the Catholics. as being the 1110'-t faith- 
ful and obedient of his suhjects. 
ow, it coulù nut 
be expected that tltis would lead the 
wi
:5 to ri
e 
against a prince so powerful as his lIigLupss, the 
efiects of whose prowess they had 
o reccn tI y ft:lt. 
The best of their troops \\ ere already in th
 })8Y 
of France and t;pain, anù on such advantnrr
oug 
terms too, that it was not likely they \\ ould L(} 
recalled uulc:;:) for the purpose of self-defence; all 
they now sighed for wag peace, 85 they were 8till 
suffering from the effects of civil wur. Geneva 
though insolent under the protection of France, was 
wholly devoted to traffic, and this would be sorely 
pnjudiced by war; and the king of l!"'rance having 
but just been received into the Church, would lay 
hinlself open to suspicion, if he favoured Calvinism, 
therefore there" as little chance of his encouraging 
the Genevese in their opposition to what a prince 
n1Ïght choose to do in his own statf's. Potcl1tatcs 
n1ight take advantage of every thing in time of war, 
but peace inspired ditferent maxims; nor was it 
acconling to sound policy to protect suhjects who 
take up arms against tlleir lawful 
f)vereign. 
The Duke admired his correct judgment even in 
political affairs, of which he could have had no 
experience, being still under thirty years of age. 
1\ evertheless these ligh ts were necessary to him, 
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for without them he would have been less qualified 
for the functions to which he was destined by our 
Lord. Religion and the civil state are so closely 
connected, that the one is spldom touched without 
affecting the other; hence it is always hazardous 
to trust the affairs of religion to th03e who will not 
observe the interests of the state. 
The pious prince now conceived redoubled confi.. 
dence in the Saint; besides genera] inf()rmation he 
enquired of hinl in particular, all that could con- 
tribute to perfect the good work. He desired hin1 
to conlmit his opinions to writing, and to call on him 
the next day, in order that they lnight be examined 
in presence of the Pope's nuncio, the grand chan- 
cellor, and the state council. 
On the following day, Francis made his appear- 
ance in the audience chamber, and was presented by 
his Highness to the nuncio, as an apostolic man, 
who had rendered great service to the Church. 
The nuncio being well informed of all that he had 
accomplished, listened to him with great condescen- 
sion, and warmly comnlcnded him. Then being 
introduced to the council of state, he repeated what 
he had written to the Duke, or had represented to 
hiln in private interviews. lIe presented the 
luemorial which he had drawn up; which in sub- 
stance contained the following articles: 
"Immediately required eight preachers, with a 
revenue of a hundred golden scudi per annum, 
which might be taken from the stipend allotted to 
the i:ninister3: 
"It would be well to unite several parishes into 
çne to save the expense of supporting all. The revenue 
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of the parish priests to be fixe(l at ß. hundrod nnù 
seventy golden scudi, which would enable thenl to 
In:1Ïntaiu u vicar; fifteen or si
tccn of these would 
be tmfIicicnt, but not more than are necessary. 
u It is expedient that the Church offic s sbouhl be 
complete at Thonon; therl'iùre besides the rectur, 
there ought to be at least six prie
ts, with a revenue 
of tùur hUlldretl golden scuùi. The eXpel15
 hitherto 
incurred, mnoullting to two hundred bcudi, ought 
to be refunded. 
" ...\. catholic schoolmnstrr ought to he estabIi"hed 
in Thonon, till such time as a culll'ge of the society 
of Jesus can be introduced there. 
"It is of the utlnost importance that all t110 
nlinisters should be driven out of the country, 
c
pecially those of Thonon, who are bolder and more 
extravagant than the re
t. 
" .Also to depri\re by public edict, the heretics of 
all charge9 and dignities whether civil or n1Ïlitary. 
" It is expedient that the govprnor of the province 
should impose heavy penalties in punishment of 
those delinquencies which heresy has established 
into cust0ID. 
"And also to ascertain minutely what property 
belonging to benefices and religious houses, have 
been usurped by the heretics and ate unjustly held 
by them. This property would raise a sufficient 
fund for repairing the churches, and for the Inaiu- 
tenance of the priests. But nothing requires more 
prompt con
ideration than the restoration of the 
Church of Allinges, and appointing one for the 
COll,rerts of Thonon, together with prie
ts to ad- 
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minister the sacrmnents and preach the word of 
God. " 
The zeal of the Saint did not stop here. lIe 
represented that there was a consistory in Thonon, 
composed chiefly of hics, at which an official of his 
Highness assisted, though without having a decisive 
vote. This tribunal, which was the only good thing 
introduced by the heretics, had power to punish, by 
correction and light penalties such vices as the 
n1agistrates usually overlook; for instance, intoxica- 
tion, excesses co"mmitted at balls, banquets, games, 
and dress, immodesties, oaths, blasphemies, disobe- 
dience in children, disputes between married people, 
and the like. He requested his Highness to leave 
this tdbunal standing, as being very useful in 
correcting abuses; but to give an order that the 
president of this consistory should be one of the 
preachers deputed by the Bishop, in order that the 
corrections should be made according to the spirit 
of the Gospel; and that one half of it should be 
composed of ecclesiastics, leaving the decisive vote 
to the official appointed by the sovereign. The 
pecuniary penalties to be applied to the repair of 
the churches, and the relief of the poor. 
lIe Inoreover suggested the prohibition of heretical 
publications, as tending to nourish the people in 
error and insubordination. They abounded in con- 
sequence of the close vicinity of Geneva. In pro. 
portion as these were suppressed, Catholic works 
should be substituted, such as would improve the 
people, and counteract the pernicious eff
cts of the 
others. It was of in1portance to the benefit of the 
state, that a love of virtue should be instilled in the 
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n1ÏnJs of the people, W110 are ne\er more sub!lli

ive 
to thdr rulers than when they ure faithful to God; 
the UlO;:)t virtuous citizens always bt:ing the UlOst 
loyal. That Catholic books might be sold at a 
chcaper rate, he requested the Duke to c
tahli
h .L 
Catholic printing pre
s at .Annecy, brûntilllT it such 
privileges and prerogativcs as shfJulJ enable it to 
cO"er its expenses: it Iuirrht even be hdped with 
a pen
ion taken from the rcvcnuc.; of some ul)btayt 
with the Pope's consent. In filct, 11 hundred "cudi 
which the Inollks of Tulloira pay aUDually to 0. 
layman for the alleged privilecre of cutting wooJ, 
might be applied to this p1Jrpo;:)c. 
La
tly, he added, that he knew there were many 
who were deterred frOln lwinO' converted (thou!!h 
they wished it) by the dread of poverty; thercfure 
convcr
ion \\ould be greatly promoted by opening 
a hou'ie of lllcrcy at Thonon, rc)r those, who h1.ving 
a trade, were unable to procure work, or to provide 
for their suh.istcllcC in any other wuy. There were 
rich abbeys enough in Savoy, scrving no other 
purpose than that of di:.:creùiting religion, because of 
tIle disorùerly lives of the inmates. 
01np of their 
revenues might be applied to this good work. 
\. 
semiDary was likewise necess.Lry. Gcney3. was 
famous for its schools, which attracted gentlemen 
from all quarters, to the great benefit of the sect as 
well as of trade. To give a better idea of the 
spiritual destitution of tbe country, he need only 
state that previous to the rebelliùn, there were 
between the rivèr Durance and Geneva, fitly-two 
pari
h Churches, anù nineteen in the Bailiwick of 
Ternicr, without reckonin3 abbeys, priories, and 
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chapels. The whole of the property belonging to 
these Churches had been seized by the Bernese. A 
few ecclesiastics still retained a small share, whilst 
others, by order of the Pope, had joined the ranks 
of SSe l\'Iaurice and Lazarus, erected for this purpose 
in commendam. If there were no other means of 
restoring and D1aintaining the Churches and parochial 
clergy, the revenues of the former should be taken 
for the purpose. The principals of the institute 
were therefore summoned, Thomas Bergara and 
Joseph di Ruffia, cavaliers of great experience, who 
promised provisionally to maintain six curates, 
authorizing the provost to choose them. The holy 
man foresaw that some of the councillors would 
oppose his propositions, and had therefore prepared 
himself to defend them, which he did so effectual1y, 
that the Duke granted all he required, with the 
exception of two articles, viz., the expulsion of the 
Ininisters, and depriving the heretics of charges and 
òignities, promising, nevertheless, that in a short 
time, even these should be carried into effect. Thus 
ended the conference, much to the honour of 
Francis; everyone admiring his modesty, prudence, 
and wisdom. 
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CIIArTETI X'iII. 


FR.-\!\CIS TAKFS LEAYE OF illS JlIGIIXES
, AXD I:ETl"RXS 
TO TIlE en \DLAtS. REGAIXS ros
ESSIOX OF TilE 
enn:Cll OF SAI'íT IIYPPOLITt:S. 


}"'IUXCIS felt a holy impatience to return to the 
Chablais, not only to re-,ume )lis ta
k \
'ith frt'
h 
anlonr, but likewis" to obvintt> the inconvenien('cs 
which he fcared his absence rnight occasion; and 
therefore ]lC endeavoured to hasten the expediting 
the patentJ promised by his IIighne

. lIe had 
several other interviews with the Pope's nuncio, to 
whom he particularly IDentioned the orùer he had 
received fronl his 110liness to seek out Bez'1, 
together with the moth-es which had induced him 
to defer complying with the order till after his 
return. Tile nuncio not only approved of his 
decision in this particular, but pron1Ìsed to justify 
him to the Pope, and to become his advocate at the 
courts of Rome and Savoy, that he might the sooner 
obtain what he required for the success of his 
DllSSlOn. } Ie encouraged him to go on with the 
sanle assiduity and zeal as he began, assuring him 
that his labours were known to his IIoliness, and 
were most gratifying to him. .A.ll things being 
arranged for his departure, he had a last audience 
with the Duke, \\'ho remitted to him the patents he 
requireJ. They consisted of a lettcr to the Illa3i3- 
trates of Thonon, and another to the governor of the 
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province, wherein he signified it to be his will that 
the rnission should be supported to the utmost of 
their power; and in another letter he gave orders 
to his officials, to P6LY the expenses already incurred, 
and those to be hereafter incurred, in support of the 
sarn e. 
lIe made further enquiries as to the state of the 
city of Geneva, and received from the holy rnan, all 
the infonnation he desired. The Duke expected 
that 'Fran
is would take advantage of his friendly 
dispositions in his regarJ, to ask something for 
hiIllself: or at lea::;t to have his expenses re-irnburseJ; 
but finding that he nlade no allu::;ion to anything 
of the sort, he himself made the proposal. Francis 
then took occasion, not to represent any personal 
interests, but those of the chapter of the Cathedral 
of Geneva; stating the needy conditions of the 
canons, who, since the alienation of their revenues 
by the heretics, ,vere reduced to such straits as 
not to have wherewith to support themselves III 
frugal re::;pectability. They were compelled to 
otfiÚate in a borrow.ed church; though thanks to 
Divine Goodness, there was not a cathedral In 
Europe where the Church Office was nlore solemnly 
performed, considering their poverty, which was 
very great. The first year they were helped by 
Paul III., who granted thcm half the fruits of the 
vacant benefices; it being only reasonable that the 
other churches should contribute towards the 
maintenance of the rnother Church. Pius IV. and 
Gregory XIII. had exempted them fronl the pay- 
rnent of all tithes; nevertheless, in the course of 
three years, they were nlOst rigorously exacted by 
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the officials, to the great inconvenience of the cnnon
. 
lIe therdòrc entreated his llighllcss to penuie thCIll 
to enjoy this iuulluni tr, as well as some other 
privileges which he specified. rIhe duke acceded to 
all thc
e just demands, giving orders that the neces- 
sary patents should be expeditcd. II e moreover 
ns
urcù th
 holy lUan tho.t he would soon send one of 
the senntors to 
igni(y his will to the people of Thonun; 
one who should in person second an his good de
ign:z, 
deferring until then the confirmo.tion of the two 
articles referring to the ministers and otnces. lIe 
then took leave of him with a thousand marks of 
esteem and affection. 
The winter wa.., beconling more and more severe, 
theref..,re all his friends at court were most nnxious 
to dctain hin1 at Turin till the spring. Even the 
Duke and the nuncio recomn1endeù him to defer his 
return; but Francis was not one to consider himself 
when the interests of God were in question. The 
on
y precaution that he took, was to cross the 
DlOuntains called little St. Bernard, which were 
not quite so rocky as the Alps of the great St. 
Bernard. lIe reached Thonon in safety, though not 
without having nluch to suffer; and lost no time in 
visiting all his Cnthclics, giving them an account of 
aU he had done in their behalf. J\Iutually gratified, 
he rejoiced to find that lltey had lost none of their 
zeal and constancy; whilst they were equally de- 
lighted that he had been received in court with such 
distinction, and had obtained so much to the benefit 
of religion in Thonon and the province. lIe spent 
several days in fasting and prayer, to obtain from 
God constancy for himself under the opposition to 
VOL 1.-17. 
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which he foresaw he would be exposed, and due 
submis
ion for the pflople, in order that he might 
not rdent in his zeal, nor they compel the sovereign 
to have recourse to rigour, to enforce the execution 
of his orders. 
Francis and the Catholics were most anxious that 
the church of St. IIyppolitus, surrendered to them 
by the Duke, should be promptly restored, that he 
might officiate therein at the approaching Christmas 
festivals. lIe therefore hastened to deliver the 
Duke's letters to the governor of the province, and 
to the syndics of Thonon. A report had already 
been circulated that the l\Iass was to be restored, 
and the heretics, in their fury, declared they would 
do their best to prevent it. The governor promised 
his assistance, according to the orders of his High- 
ness, and desired Francis to let him know promptly 
and minutely, if he met with any opposition on 
the occasion; but the syndics no sooner read 
the Duke's letter than they themselves excited 
a sedition. The Calvinists ran to arms, and im- 
mediately closed the gates of the town, to prevent 
the governor and the country people from coming 
to the assistance of Francis and his friends. One 
party invested the Church, to hinder him from 
taking possession of it, whilst the others lnarched 
round the town, threatenip..g to massacre all the 
Catholics, and to burn Francis in the market-place. 
The Catholics seeing the danger to which their 
pastor was exposed, likewise took up arms, and 
acknowledging no other ruler than the Saint (view- 
ing in him the sovereign, whose orders he was 
obeying) were determined to sell their lives at a dear 
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rate. The authority of the prince gave theIn 
counlge; find though far inferior to the Calvinists 
in number, were evidently not to be despised. It 
secmed a::. if some JHall of authority directed them 
(but in an under-hand way), fùr they took up thcir 
post most advantageously, and in regular order, so 
tha.t cven 0. smaller number wouItl have been able 
to stand their ground. The safety of Francis \Vas 
their first concern; they surrounded his lodgin. y , 
and though he told them that he would on no 
account oppose force to force, and that he should 
deem hiIll
elf most fortunate to die in so just a. 
cause, nothing would induce them to withdraw. 
u You are too susceptible under insult," said he to 
them; " it is very clear that you are as yet mere 
novices in your religion, which orders us to die for 
our neighbour, whereas you would kill him. _\re 
these the nliracles of the Church you bave forsaken? 
The ...\postles raised the dead; but you would hlay 
the living. They cured the cripple, but you would 
cripple the bealthy. Oh, no! shew yourselves to be 
the worthy children of Christ, by suffering injurie
 
and blows; for it is far Illore glorious to suffer for 
Ilis love, than to avenge oneself for the glory of the 
world." Thus fortified by the grace of the Lord, 
he went forth at the head of his little troop, to meet 
the enemy; who though vomiting a thousand im- 
precations upon him, did not dare to touch him; 
restrained either by the majesty and sweetness of 
11Ïs aspect, or by the fear of those who accompanied 
him, or by some superior power. Towards evening 
be was able to enter the church, and having work- 
men ready at hand, they began operations at once. 
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:N 0 sooner were the heretics aware of this than 
they resumed their arn1S and surrounded the church; 
when there was every appearance that the two 
parties would proceed to blows. Francis placed 
l1Ímself immediately between them, at the risk of 
his life. His presence restrained the Catholics, and 
checked the fury of the Calvinists. The syndics 
insulted him, calling hin1 a disturber of the public 
peace; and telling him that it was not lawful for 
hÏ1n to say l\Iass in their city against their consent; 
ns it was settled at the treaty of Noyon, that 
they should enjoy liberty of conscience. The Saint 
replied: "It does not belong to you to pass judg- 
nlent on my actions. I have full power from his 
Highness," (here he produced his authorization), "as 
you well know; and it behoves Ine to inform you, 
that con1e what will, your heads will pay the pen- 
alty of any injury inflìcted on me and n1Ïne;" then, 
raising his voice so as to be heard by those at a dis- 
tance, he told thmn that if he had taken the church 
on lús own authority, they would have son1e right 
to oppose him, yet even then, it ought to be done 
according to the ordinary forms of justice, and not 
with weapons in their hands, as they were not 
allowed to use them, unless by permission of the 
prince, in his service, certainly not in opposition to 
his intentions. They might judge frOln the letters 
they had received, whether he 'was acting by orders 
of his sovereign; and if so, they were bound by 
their office to second hiln, and not oppose hin1. It 
,vas with their consent that the citizens had taken 
up anns, perhaps even by their con1mand. Let 
them beware lest their disobedience drew upon them 
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the destruction of the town. It was not his inten- 
tion to become their accu
er in this case, neverthe- 
Ie..." he had orders from the Duke to inft)rm him of 
the manner in which they received the
e his t
)l'mal 
ùe
isions. !Iis IIighncss had no idl'8. of dt'priving 
them of liberty of c01l3cience; but reason su
ge\t 
d, 
that having 50 nlany other places of public 'worship, 
it was but just that they who professed the religion 
of the sovereign bhoulJ at lea
t have one church 
wherein to a-;semble. lIe Wil::J depriving them of 
nothin
 of their own, sinc
 it \Vn
 well known that 
th 
 church of :)t. IIyppulitu., hUll for centuricCJ been 
dcdicated to Catholic rites, and that they were merely 
requiring posc:es::ìion of what had been wrested frorll 
thenl by violence, so that if the Ca.tholics now :nade 
use of the same means (which they did not), the 
Calvinists would have no rig:ht to complain of them; 
he concluded by conjuring his hcarer oc , fi)f the love 
which they owed their comnlon country-by the 
solicitude with which they ought to guard it, to open 
their eyes to the miseries which they would entail 
on themselves by persevering in contumacy, and 
opp
sing themselves to the expre
s orders of their 
sovereIgn. 
I lis own followers loudly applauded this speech, 
to which the heretics responded by calling him a. 
Jllagician, an iQ,>later, a. p<l.pist, the enemy of his 
country, and there was every appearance that the 
infuriated mob would bring matters to a crisis, when 
some of the more moderate proposed an accommoda- 
tion; whereupon the rest laid down their arm>:. The 
leaders repaired to the h0use where Francis lodged, 
at no great distance, when several arrangements were 
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suggested, but as they all implied a suspension of tbe 
prince's designs, at least till they could apply to him, 
Francis rejected them all with a courage that aston- 
ished them. He insisted on the provisional execu- 
tion of the Duke's express command, saying, "Even 
if he should be inclined to favour you, and should 
deem your pretensions lawful, it shan be no benefit 
to you to have taken up arms to compel me and 
mine to obey you." In despair of bringing him to 
their terms, the councillors threatened to have him 
assassinated by some one who should send for him 
under the pretext of a desire to be converted to 
his faith; to this the Saint replied, with an energy 
that completely confounded them, "You ought to be 
well aware that there is nothing I should like 
better than to give my life in so just a cause; nlY 
only regret would be the ceItainty of the terrible 
vengeance that would follow. Be wise then in time, 
and endeavour to bring your people to obedience 
and submission, lest you provoke the just indigna- 
tion of your prince." The councillors declared they 
would not answer for what n1ight ensue, and de- 
manded a public acknowledgnlent of their opposi- 
tion, whilst he, on the contrary, protested against 
them, as guilty of rebellion and high treason: and 
thus finished the contest. 
However, when the principal inhabitants began 
to reflect on the probable consequences of the affair, 
they tIied to appease the people by telling then1 that 
t hey were resolved to write to the prince, hoping 
that when better informed, he would do them jus- 
tice, and in the n1eantime to show their respect for 
his cOillllland3, it was judged advisable to leave 
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thcm to be carrieù into effect without furt]lcr oppo- 
sition. 
Letters were accorJingly written by both partie
, 
the tumult ceaseù, and the ðaint remaineù in peace- 
able possession of the c1ulfch; irmncdiate rcpair
 
were begun, in orùer that it mirrht be ready for the 
new born :--
n'iour, anù tha.t the Cath()lic
 might u.
si,)t 
at the holy oflìees within it:J walls at the following 
Chri:"tmns festivals. 
The night preceding the solemnity, the Cath,}lics 
ac;semblcd in great numbcr
, even from the nC'igh- 
bouring villages. The Church "as prepared with 
Jnore neatness than ornament, and the 
ilint cele- 
brated holy mass, which had not teen done 
incc 
153J. The concourse was so numerous, that com- 
lllunion was administered to at lcl1:,t eight hundred 
persons. At the conclusion of the nu
s, he preached 
"ith such a deep feeling of devotion, that all hearts 
'were influenced with luve fur the precious Babe of 
nethlchenl, born for the redemption of Juankind. 
,.,1\.t daybreak he said his second nlass, anù the 
third about nine o'clock, an equally large as=,embly 
38sisting at it. To him, these indeed proved festi- 
,-als of multiplied consolation, for the inhabitants of 
three villages came in a boùy to abjure heresy at his 
hands, namel y, those of A.llinges, l\[essing, and 
Breno. Acting on the faculties given him by the 
Bishop, he appointed curates to these villagers, and 
obtained several immunities for them by applying to 
the Duke. 
lIe sent his cousin and coadjutor of the mis')ion, 
Lewis of Sales, to Breno, of which he happened to be 
the temporal lord. 
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So immense were his labours at this time, that it 
is difficult to believe how one n1an can have accom- 
plished so much. In proportion as the number of 
Catholics increased, so did the conferences and in- 
structions increase, and it was he who had to give 
them; it is, however, a characteristic of charity to 
do that which seen1S impossible. The heretics them- 
selves were astonished how one man could undertake 
and accomplish so many things. Preaching, hear- 
ing confessions, holding conferences, visiting the 
sick, writing, assisting at funerals, going in quest 
of the poor in the vilest of huts, measuring his 
labours, not by his own strength, but by the neces- 
sities of his neighbour and the immense charity of 
his heart. 
Although his days were spent in these laborious 
functions, his nights were not devoted to repose; he 
had taken up0n himself the care of the church of 
Thonon, until he received further information from 
the bishop; now, he not only spent a great part of 
the night in writing, studying, praying, and in- 
structing, but very often without so much as taking 
off his clothes to lie down; he even availed himself 
of this tilne to carry the Blessed Sacrament to the 
sick, in order that it might not be exposed to the 
insults of the heretics by day. 
He could have obtained precise injunctions and 
prohibitions from the prince against whoever should 
dare to disturb the exercises of religion; but he 
judged it better to forbear for n time, in order not to 
exaspe.rate the Calvinists against himself, which 
,vouId only have hindered the progress of the faith. 
Indeed, it is surprising how considerate he was in 
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t11eir rcg
rd, especially when we know that his con- 
sideration cost him so much. lIe dues not bcem to 
1a,"e felt the effects of his labours at the tinw, but 
they nlOst undoubtedly !;hortenell his life; old nO'e, 
to which he did not attain, would probably have 
betrayed the toils of his youth. His frieIHIs fre- 
quently warned him to take n little care of him:,clf, 
to which he invarinbly answered, that it was not 
neccs.;;:ary that he should live, wherea., it was neccs- 

ary that the Church should he s3.yclI; that, 
uppos- 
ing he were carried off by an attack of pleurisy, he 
shouhl get to heaven all the sooner, but that if he 
lived, he should at least have the consola.tion of not 
Jun"ing looked to the pain for the sake of the conso- 
lê"'tion which accompanied it; that the example of 
Jacob confounded him, and that the God of Jacob 
well deserves all our love. U In a word," he says, 
"love renders labour sweet, and those things CäC:Y 
which appear impossible; those who love, can well 
undE:rstand that where there is true love no toil can 
" 
weary us. 
God blessed his zeal, for the number of Catholics 
daily increased. It is affirmed that, through his ser- 
mons, as nlany as eigh t thousand persons were con- 
verted in one day, and this it was that rendered his 
labours so sweet. As the agriculturalist rejoices 
under the fil.tigues of a plentiful harvest, so did he 
exult in his heart, as he saw the wheat of the elect 
increase, the wheat which was to fill the granaries of 
the heavenly Jerusalem. 
But it was not his labours alone that sanctified 
him; love, and the interior spirit with which he 
laboured, contributed yet more to his sanctification. 
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He partially describes the variety of his labours in 
one of his letters, and then adds, "In reality these 
functions are various, but the intention with which 
they are done is but one; it is love alone which 
stamps the difference on the price of our actions and 
exerCIses. Our Divine Saviour was equallJ' the 
beloved of I-lis Father in the garden where He hum- 
bled Himself, at the Iuarriage of Cana where He was 
exalted, on Thabor where He was transfigured, and 
on Calvàry where lIe was crucified, because in all 
these circumstances He honoured His Father with 
the sarne heart, the same submission, and the same 
love; let us then endeavour to have a true love, 
which nlay make us seek nothing but the good 
pleasure of our Lord; this will render our actions 
beautiful and perfect, however common and insigni- 
ficant they may seem;" a practical instructiûn to be 
despised by no one who is engaged in multiplicity 
of occupations. 


CHAPTER XIX. 


THE SAINT RECEIVES .AN ANSWER FROM THE DUKE. 
WHITES SEVERAL TRACTS. CONVERSION OF THE l<-IRST 
SYNDIC, &C. 


FRANCIS wrote both to the Duke and to the 
apostolic nuncio, informing them of the difficulties 
raised by the people of Thonon, soliciting a prompt 
and favourable answer, fearing lest the intrigues of 
some of the courtiers llligh t be directed against the 
good cause. But there was no need of pressing the 
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Duke on a point" here IIi., authority had so mani- 
festly been despised by thc Thonon
s('. He tcstified 
his di
pleasure by not answering their letter, whilst, 
on the contrar}", nothing could Ilavc been )HOre 
favourable than his answer to the 
aint, whose zeal 
and prudence he commended. lIe approved all that 
he had done, or purposed to do, for thc re-establi
h- 
Dlent of the Catholic religion, adding, that he had 
gin"\n orders to Lambert thc governor, to assist 11im, 
dcclaring, moreover, that he was willing to succour 
any ill inister who wished to become a Catholic, as 
requcs tcd; finally, he ordered him to show this 
letter, wllich was datcù 7th January, to the syndics 
nnd to the council. This nloltificù the people of 
Thonon to the last degrec; as if they llad expected 
nO reproof, and as if the soycreign, whose authority 
thcy had contelllned, was to show no resentment on 
the occacion. 
Their mortification was increased, when, a little 
later, the regiment of Count :\Iartinengo, lieutenant- 
general of the Duke's forces, came and took up its 
quarters at ThoDon without giving any previous 
notice, remaining there till further orders were for- 
warded from court; this was done by Iris IIighness, 
expressly to keep the people in check, and to testify 
his indignation. The solJiers arrived during Lent 
-with what spiritual profit to themselves, will be 
shown later. 
In the meantime, the restoration of the pub1ic 
exercises of religion brought new conversions every 
day, yet they were not so numerous as the insatiable 
zeal of the holy man could have desired, who, per- 
ceiving that the inhabitants did not attend his ser- 
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mons, or at least but very seldom, he resol ved to 
address them through books. "Thus," said be, 
"1st, If you will not conle to rue, these books shall go 
to you, and shall convey to your hearts what you will 
not come here to fetch. 2nd, They will satisfy those 
who, not knowing how to answer luyargull1ents, say 
they should like to introduce then1 to the ministers, 
to see whether they would not then appear in a differ- 
ent light, or whether they would not be completely re- 
futed; everyone will be at liberty to present thern to 
whom he pleases. 3rd, As the eye is a better judge 
than the ear, they will be able to consider them atten- 
tively, as they hold then1 in their hands. 4th, That 
they ]J1ay see that I am ready to say at Annecy or 
at Rmne the same things that I say at Thonon." 
This last renlark was in tended to remove the erro- 
neous opinion of SOllie who did not believe hin1 to be 
a staunch Catholic, merely because he did not teach 
those doctrines which the Calvinists falsely ascribed 
to Catholics; meaning, for instance, that he said 
our works are of no value, unless they are coloured 
váth the blood of Jesus Christ, which gives thelu all 
their worth; that in the adorable Sacranlent of the 
altar, under the species of bread and wine, there are 
substantially, really, and truly, the body and blood 
of Jesus Christ, but not carnally i-t1Iat the saints 
have no further power than that of mediators, and 
that there is the same difference between them and 
God, as there can be between the creature and the 
Creator; between that which is finite, and that 
which is infinite, and other such truths applied to 
the faithful in so very different a sense by the min- 
isters. He wrote successively various tracts on the 
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chief points of controvcr
y, hriefly and in his usual 
style, as easy to be undcrstood, os they were suùlime 
in their teaching, obtaining all the succe

 ht: ]U1Ù 
expcctcJ. lIe ùcJicatcd them to gentlemen of the 
city of 'fhonon, in a letter w]lich 
erved a
 pret:lct.', 
worthy of hi
 excellent hcart, becnU5e filleJ with sen- 
timcnts of humility and of charity for the people. 
lIi:7 ince
::iant occupations antI his infinllities Jid not 
allow ]1Ïm to c01nplcte the WOJ k in the manner he 
could have" ishcd, so that severnl of the picces arc 
nlere fragments, which \\ ere never tilled up, unless, 
indeed, some of the papers were mislaid. 'There i:i 
a Fnlllll ,'olume of thesc controver:,ial tracts, col- 
lected by Father ùe Caugi, ß minim. One of the 
first treAts of "true and Culse mi:ö;sions," where he 
proves that Luther, C
lvin, and other I11inistcr:3 ùf 
the so-called refornlcd Ch urch, haJ no true n1Ïssion, 
refutes their absurd notion of 0. Church with an in- 
visible n1Ïssion, denlonstratcs the error of tho
e who 
affirm that the Church contains none but the pre- 
destinate, and that it can and does suffer all inter- 
ruption. 
\. second treats of the" rules of faith," in 
which, after demonstrating that holy scripture forms 
the real rule of our belief: he proves that tbe heretics 
have corrupted it by discarding some of its books 
to suit themselves, and that they have profaned it 
by translating it into the vulgar tongue, essential1y 
deteriorating the Dlajesty of the divine word, and 
gives examples from the translatiùns of Clement 
l\Iaroth and Theodore Beza, in the psalnls of David. 
lIe next reproves the grounds on which the n1Ïnis- 
ters strive to justify the translation, and the use of 
it in the vulgar tongue. lie then treats of tradi- 
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tion, which forms the second rule of faith, showing 
that in all ages it has been received by the Church, 
and that the heretics are guilty of great rashness in 
rejecting it. In a. third, he treats of the rule of 
faith of "explanation and application." He estab- 
lishes the primacy of St. Peter and his successors, on 
the authority of scripture, the fathers and councils; 
he shows in what sense Catholics teach that St. 
Peter was the foundation -stone of the Church, 
namely, secondarily and subordinately t.o Christ; for, 
if St. Paul says there can be no other found:1tion than 
Christ, he likewise says that the faithful rest on the 
foundation of the apostles; he next adduces fifty 
prerogatives, attributed by the holy fathers and 
councils to the Bishop of Rome. This tract discloses 
the profound respect which he bore to the l10ly See. 
In the second part, after deploring the injurious 
attacks of heretics upon the Church, by refusing to 
recognise her as the rule of faith; upon the general 
councils by despising their authority; and upon the 
holy fathers by trampling on their credit; he proves 
that the Church must be, and ought to be visible, 
and have a visible head con1petent to decide contro- 
versies; likewise, that she should be "one in her 
doctrine, holy and spotless, endowed with the gift of 
miracles and prophecy, universal, ancient, perpetual, 
fruitful and apostolical." And as all these qualities 
are wanting to the misnamed reformation, he con- 
cludes that it cannot be the true Church, nor docs it 
teach the rules of Christian perfection. In the 
fourth place he speaks of the sacramen ts, their na ture 
and form, and of the intention necessary in those 
who administer them, (we have to regret the irrepa. 
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rfible lo
s of tlle remainder of the tract,) and then he 
authoritatively and nrgulllentativcly prove
 the exis- 
t
nce of purgatory. 
..Although these treatise3 wcrp. ne,rer completed and 
touched up by the IIlllster-band of the holy man, 
they are fun, nevertheless, of excellent in
truction; 
and whoever compares them" ith his other works, 
will readily admit that they are worthy of the admi- 
rable pen of 
t. :Francis, and arc most useful to those 
who are engaged in the convcr
ion of hcretic
. 
IIis style is sweet, Christian, and full of tender C<nll- 
pas:,ion for erring Rouls; treating, them with charity, 
and, accorùing to the ('xample of the angelical doc- 
tor, without a
perity of expre
sion, and without in- 
discreet zeal, which, generally speaking, only confirm 
tIle erring in their oh;;tinacy, instead of inducing 
thenl to seek and love truth. ""hen the people of 
Thonon read these tract
, they not only conceived a 
}ligh opinion of the learning of the author, but also 
quite changed their idea of the Catholic Church, 
to which, in progre
s of time, they united tllCl11- 
sel ves. 
There were in tbe Chablais a great nun1ber of 
persons possessed by the devil, experience showing 
that they always abound in heretical countries. This 
proves the ju
tness of a renlark made by 
Iartin Rio, 
to the effect, that heretics are much given to magic; 
they who rebel against God easily league themselves 
with the devil. Francis relieved many of these by 
exorcism, having a special grace in this respect, to 
the no small annoyance of the ministers, who could 
never expel the devil from human bodie
. To dis- 
credit him, they renewed their former calumnies, 
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proclaiming him a magician, though their assertion3 
did not nleet with general belief, his most eXeln- 
plary life being the most convincing proof of the 
contrary. Their next assertion was, that the people 
he delivered were not reany possessed, that their con- 
tortious, &c., were merely the effect of imagination; 
whilst others, in fine, denied the existence of the 
devil altogether, or if there was such a being, at least 
he had no power over the human body. This opi- 
nion was supported by a certain doctor of Paris, who 
had the audacity to dedi?ate a work to the king of 
France, in which the inlpiety, if not the atheisnl of 
the author was avowed, for he directly impugns 
the use of exorcism, against the very ancient and 
unifonn teaching of the Church. 
Seeing that no one else took up the cause, the 
Saint composed a work, which, if it was not printed, 
is only owing to his humility; in nine short chapters, 
not the less clear in consequence of their brevity, 
he says all that could be desired on such a subject. 
He first demonstrates the relation there is between 
the hlunan and the angelic nature; how Satan holds 
comnlunication with nlan since the fall of .Adanl, and 
how far his comnlunication extends; he then tells us 
that the comlnunication, by means of which Satan 
allies himself to man, is more frequent since the in- 
carnation; that though it produces warfare in the 
soul, and torture to the body, God has provided a 
remedy to this serious and frequent evil. lIe next 
discusses the precise qualities of the vexation occa- 
sioned by the devil in those of w hOln he has posses- 
sion; of the dispositive and iUlluediate causes sub- 
servient to the malignant fiend, in his attacks upon 
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the human hody; of the dcsigns of Satan both against 
the individuul po:;
cs
cd, and ngainst the Church, 
which undertakes to expel him from the posse
sed, 
and he concludes by saying that a:3 God sets bounùs 
to the fury of the devil, when tormenting the ind
- 
1110niated, so does lIe likewise limit his malicl., when 
he trics tv deceive the Church by l1Ís artifices; and 33 
the patience of the one surpa
ses his power, so does 
the prudence of the other triumph over his Jcceit; 
that if the dcvil, the prince of dnrknec:;!õ:, 
ees his 
deception unveiled, his followers who nre in and of 
the world, take up two weapons at his instigation, 
yiz., force and calumny in olòcr to fight again
t the 
church, and although she may not ha,pc arms to con- 
tend against force, at least she has that which can 
rcpel calumny-innocence in acti0n, sincerity in 
speech, and autl10rity in her judgmcnb. 
About this time, Yiret, the luinistcr at Thonon, 
enrn3etl at seeing the 
rass revived in the city, was 
incessantly preaching and dcclaring that the papist's 
)[ass was downright idoJatry, anù the abOluination of 
desolation foretold by Da.niel; he a
'erted that the 
real presence of tllc body of Jesus Christ in the 
}:ucharist, destroyed the symbol and analogy of 
faith. Rut in 
peaking of the
e thing<::, he affectedly 
used terms of logic, of which he cyidently did not 
understand the meaning, and applied them so inop- 
portunely fiS to excite the laughter of those who 
were pretty well informed; whil5t the vulgar and 
i
norant, aùmiring what they did not comprf>hend, 
imagined their minister to be a very learned man. 
U There was danger," says Charles Augustu
, 
"that Viret, inflated by so much praise, might burFt; 
'"oL. T.-I8 
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but Francis soon averted the danger, by publishing 
a short and devout llleditation on the Apostles' 
Creed, where, in as many paragraphs as there are 
articles, he clearly proved the lllystery of the Eu- 
dIarist to be in conforn1Ìty with all that the apos- 
tles propose to our belief in the Creed." This medi- 
tation soon circulated so widely as to be printed in 
Paris and in other places; it is worth remarking, 
tha t towards the end, he added an anagrmn of his 
own nanle in French, signifying that the strength 
of faith was incapable of diminution, 'Francoy de 
Sales. Foy sans decaler.' 
A little later, still worse befel Viret, than the 
notion of having discovered that the Inass and the 
Eucharist destroy the analogy of faith, and the 1110rti- 
D.cation of 
eeing it so clearly proved, that so 
ar frOlfi 
destroying them, they are in accordance with every 
article of the Apostolic Creed; whereupon he rashly 
accused of blasphemy, a proposition of faith, used hy 
the Saint in one of his sermons. Several letters were 
written on both sides, (for the Inini.3ter had not 
courage to venture on a personal encounter,) but he 
wrote so 111uch, and perhaps so hastily, as to fall into 
one of the heretical propositions of J oviniau, with 
regard to the virginity of the Blessed Virgin l\Iary, 
in consequence of which he was obliged publicly to 
retract his words. 
All these writings, seconded by the incredible la- 
bours of Francis, so far excited the people of Thonon, 
that several enIbraced the Catholic faith; amongst 
others, the first syndic, named Peter Fournier. This 
conquest was highly gratifying to the holy man, who 
was well aware that men of authority are usually 
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imitateJ by many others; he f(;
ol v(.'(1, t11erefore, to 
conduct this neophyte with puhlic solemnity to the 
churd1. 
\ssembling all the Catholic
, they fOlJUe(1 
into a procession and walkCll along to the church, 
Fournit:r Lein o O" at the rin'ht hand of .Francis. on 
o , 
reaching the S(luare, the heretics who " ere I} in3 
thl>re in "ait, di..;chargeJ a shower of stunc:i, some 
of which even struck the 
aint. Xotwithstan<lin.r 
a 
this, the Catholics aù\ranccd stcadil ) p and on urrivin. r 
, 
 
at the church porch, Francis turnt:J rouud 1\11(,1 
accosted the 11lOb; the sweet, rer:;ua
iYe power of llis 
word:;:, und the duzzling Lrilliancy of his (>yes, 50 
completely subdueù the outburst of popular fury, 
that tho

 who were accu
tollled to witne3s such 
scenes, ascribed it to nothing less than 8 miracle. 
Fournier made his anjuration, his confc
sion, anù 
received communion, and, animuted by the zen I 
which the huly man usually infu;)el into his neo- 
phytC3, he protestcd that he woulLl nut suffer the 
city to be any lunger st) led an heretical city, 
e<:il1g 
that it might justly Le called Catholic, nuw that 
the majority and the lHO:;t respectable of the inhabi- 
tants belonged to the Church. lIe dcemed it expe- 
dient to write to the Pope, W110 took so lif'cly un 
interest in the affairs of the Chablais, as was testified 
by his letters to the 50\ creign and the bishop; the 
council was' as:;embled, when the huly man, with his 
u
ual tact, overcame all opposition, and was conl- 
n1Í
sio)}ed to write to His Holincss, which he did, to 
the great s:1ti
ltlCtion of the puntitf, who was 50 
exceedingly zealous for the progrt:::;s of rel
gion. 
The lettcr was as follow::; : 
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"3Iost Blessed Father! 
"Loving us as your IIoliness does, with so luuch 
solicitude and charity, although we were but stray 
sheep, and are but lately returned to the fold, as 
we are assured by letters from our friends at Rome, 
and by the arrival of the archbishop of Vienna, this 
does but denlonstrate the truth of what we have all 
along heard fronl him, who, by the gospel, has regene- 
rated us to Jesus Christ, namely, that there is here on 
earth a sovereign pastor, to whOln our Saviour com- 
mitted Ifis flock, in such distinct terms as evidently 
to show that He entrusted thenl all to him, to him 
consequently does it appertain (in addition to daily 
supplications) to take charge of all the churches; nlost 
sincerely then do we recognise in your I-Ioliness, the 
pre-eminence of the apostolic priesthood, together 
with the zeal proportioned to su high a dignity. 
Greatly do we rejoice to see your IIoliness so well imi- 
tate the glorious St. Peter, at the same time that you 
occupy his chair; especially inasmuch as you would 
not only govern the sheep, but would wish to suc- 
cour all, and particularly us. Prostrate, therefore, 
at the feet of your I-Ioliness, we return you infinite 
thanks for this favour, beseeching you to continue 
those benefits which spring fronl your truly aposto- 
lic spirit in our regard, and never to allow your 
paternal cIenlency to be wanting to us. Thus will 
your IIoliness truly be 1110St blessed in your immor- 
tal reward, as you already are exalted by the dignity 
which you possess. l\Iay God long preserye yon, 
according to our prayers, for the advantage of IIis 
Church. 


" FrOlll Thonon," &c. 
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CIL\.PTEP xx. 


ARI:IV.-\L or THOOPS. }ï:.\.
C(S GoEg TO CU.\)[ßEI:Y. 


'YHILST l?rancis was wholly intent on defeating 
the schemes of the COol vinist:i, some of w hum <Jail y 
embra.ced the faith, and in strengthening the ncw 
convert,:;, exposed to great persecutions hy the dumi- 
ncering spirit and decèÏt of the heretics, the holy 
season of Lent came 011, a season not e\"en klwwn by 
Bailie to the inhabitantg of the Chablais. 'fhe holy 
Illan hcga!l it by the distrihution of ashes and 
preaching. K ot sati::ificd with prenching in his own 
church, be c'lrricd tbe word of Gud through the 
neighbouring hamlets. Every ::'unùay he a::>
mLled 
the childrcn and adults of both sexes in the after- 
noon, instructing them in the ruùinlen ts of religion, 
in an easy and tamiliar Inanner. Twice 0. week he 
::rave lessons on cases to the clergy and others who 
wished to be instructed. 
The faith seemed to rise in common opinion, as 
people sa.w the provost redouble his exertions and 
bear up so nobly under them; they felt convinccd 
that Alnlighty Goel g
\'\"e him strength, which he so 
entirely employed in Ilis service, whereas 'Viret 
was quite overtasked by his one weekJy sermon on 
Sunday. 
Lent was half over when the Count of 
Iartinen- 
I!o's regiment arrived at fhonon, at a moment when 
Francis was in the country; the heretics were 
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astounrled, imagining the soldiers were con1e to pay 
them off. 'Yell was it for the former that it was a 
saint whom they had injured, one whom the}
 well 
knew they could insult with Ï1npunity, for never 
would he avenge himself. As soon as he returned, 
the officers went in a body to visit hÏ1n, inforn1Ïng 
hin1 that they had orders from lEs Highness to un- 
dertake nothing without his concurrence; to regu- 
late the111se1 ves according to his desire, and to act as 
he believed circumstances to require. Francis, who 
never had recourse to hUlnan Ineasures for what 
concerned his Ininistry, excepting in extrelne cases, 
availed hi:.nself of this civility, to beg they would 
enforce strict discipline an10ngst the troops, and 
would let them be as Jittle burdensome as possible 
on the inhabitants. Perceiving that they can1e in 
crowds to his sermons, attracted by esteen1 of his 
person, as well as by the power of his arguments 
and the eloquence of his discourse, he changed his 
method, and in
tead of confining hin1self to points of 
controversy, of which his sermons had hitherto 
chiefly been composed, he began to preach on nloral 
doctrines, such as might benefit both the convert
 
and the old Catholics, as well as the soldiers. He 
dwelt now on the fundamental truths of religion and 
the Inaxims of eternity, which are applicable to all 
states; he did it so successfully that everyone ran 
to hear him, his sty Ie being adapted to every cnpa- 
city. Our Lord blessed his pions designs. In a 
short time as great a change was wrought both in 
officers and men, as had been before ob
erved in the 
garrison of Allinges. There were few who did not 
nlake general confessions of their whole Ii yes to hilI1, 
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and he distributed the paschal communion to nIl on 
110ly Thursday, 
atunbr, and Ea:;ter-day. It not 
unfrequently happens that these chunges are of no 
long duration; old habits insensibly rcsume their 
8way, either from ncgligcnce in combating them, or 
Lecause occasions and haa example are 
o common 
in the army. Francis, fun.:sceing the
c inconvcni- 
enccs, pre5crihea preventive reml.tlies, gave salutary 
coun
els proportioned to each one's strength, ana 
that they 1l1ight have no excu
e fur neólccting them, 
t11CY requested him to commit thelu to writing, 
which he diù. Once he met with a soldier who was 
on the brink of dcspair, in con::>equence of haying 
communicated. after inadvertently breaking his fu
t, 
which he was as
ured by sonlC of his companions 
was a Illortal sin; we could hardly dC5cribe the 
compn;;;
ion of the holy lnan, on witnf's..ing the des- 
ponding condition of the other, or the gentle tender- 
ness with which he strove to a:,snage his grief and 
remove hi:3 scruples; from that time the soldier 
could never say enough in prfi
sc of the Saint, whom 
he called the refuge of sinners and th
 con3oler of 
the afflicted; he became 1110re r than ever anxious to 
assist at his sermons whenever his military duties 
permitted. 
1\" ews reached the Saint that tbe Count of ::\Iartin- 
endo intended visiting Thonon, to confer with hirn 
on matters pertaining to the total conversion of 
the Chablais. lIe took all necessary measures with 
his neophytes, and when he heard that thp count 
had arrived at the fort of St. Catherinp, he n10unted 
his horse, and rode at full speed all night, in order 
to li1cet him there; but on reaching 'Tiri, he was 
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informed that he had started for Chambery. Being 
in the neighbourhood of Annecy, the Saint went to 
see the good bishop, and gave hiln an account of all 
his proceedings. Fr0111 thence he repaired to Sales 
Castle, to gratify the wishes of his parents, who 
had long been n10st anxious to see him. lIis stay 
was but short; no longer than was necessary to 
satisfy the claims of duty and respect, and to write 
a few nlenloranda which would be useful to hiD1 in 
Chanlbery, whither he repaired to nleet the count, 
and his old friend Faber, frOln whOln he received 
certain patents, whereby the prince authorised the 
bishop of Geneva to avail hinIself of the beneficiary 
fruits of the Chablais, Ternier, and Gaillard, for the 
nu1Ïntenance of the curat
s deputed, or to be deputed 
to the various parishes. An arrangeInent which was 
only to be considered as provisional, until such time 
as the Pope's consent 
ould be obtained. 
lIe was received at Annecy, Sales, and Challlbery, 
in a nIanner suited to the reputation which his mis- 
sionary success deserved. 'Vhilst he was hastening 
the execution of the Duke's orders, some deputies 
from the heretics arrived, to remonstrate against 
the concession demanded by Francis, cornp1aining 
of having to surrender a small part of that which 
they so unjustly possessed; and by way of gaining 
time, they tried to bring on a law-suit. But the 
provost, firm to his purpose, overruled all their 
opposition; and nloreover obtained a suspension of 
the payment of the ministers, from the funds belong- 
ing to ecclesiastical benefices. flaving received 
various sums of Illoney, he appointed some parish 
priest::; in different parts of the Chab]ais; all Inen of 
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sense and judgment. This nfftlir occasioned him no 
small trouble, whilst u.t the bfiffie tim
 it afl
Jl'lleJ hilu 
a corresponùin3' amount of consolati'Jl1; looking fur- 
wnrJ to the abundant harvest, which in cflcct was 
duly gathered. Thus by dCJre'3 W
tS the fair face 
of the Chablnis renovated. II
 went to Bellc\'CLY, 
in company with Chevalier (one of the two at whose 
theses he hall tLssisteJ in _\.nnecy) intcnJing to 
cstaùli::,h him there as curate; but they" ere so ill 
receiycd by the inhaùitant
, who \\cre still most 
obstinate in Calvinism, that they cuulJ prucure no 
lod3ing, no fooll, nor evel1 so much a
 a seat un 
which to rest themselves. They werc obliged to 
content thcTI1selves with a bit of dog's brea<l, malle 
of bran, null a little ncw-made chet:
c. This, with 
some pla.in water, was all they coulJ procure; and 
this not without grcat difficulty. 'Vïth no other 
table tl1<1.U the ground, ana no other table-cloth than 
hi
 cloak, the 5aint had the cunsola.tion of imitating 
the poverty of Chri.
t and lIi:-; .Apostles, as well as 
their toils; nor was this the only time he met with 
inhumanity at the hands of the Calvinists, in the 
course of his mission. 
On returning to Thonon, he was wholly intent 
on providing for the sustenance of the curates, and 
removing intervening obstacles. lIe wrote to the 
Duke, to the nuncio, and to the supreme senate of 
B:lvoy, concen1Ïng the conduct of the múnks of Aux, 
and A.bbundanza, who filled. the whole country with 
their scandals, giving the heretics good cause to 
complain and reprove; and destroJing more in one 
day, than others could build up in a year. IIoping 
to c
cape the consequences, these monks endeavoured 
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to defame him, by informing the Duke and the 
nuncio that his charges against the111 were the effect 
of mere envy; but, certain of the pure intentions, 
the discretion and zeal of Francis, (being then, 
unable to attend to the reformation of the religious,) 
the sovereign con1pelled them to maintain a good 
number of preachers in the Chablais; and to afford 
an abundant annual alms to the nuns of St. Clare, 
driven by the heretics from Geneva, and then estab- 
lished at Evian. 
Of his after labours in reducing the nlonks to 
a life of regularity, and of his success, though not 
without much toil and suffering, we shall treat 
elsewhere. 


CIIAPTER XXI. 


FRANCIS VISITS BEZA IN GE;NEY A. 


lVE have already said t11at the negociation alluded 
to in cypher, in the brief sent by the Sovereign 
l'>ontiff to the provost of Sales, referred to an attempt 
at the conversion of Beza. It was so eXplained by 
Father St. Esprit, who warmly urged Francis to enter 
into the Ineasure, to repair to Geneva, and to use 
his best endeavours to win the arch-n1inister back 
to God and to the Church. lIe was then the head 
of the Calvinist faction, and the oracle of the 
Genevese. The Saint was most eager to comply with 
the order, and accordingly on his return to Thonon, 
went to visit Beza at Geneva. lie went several 



s. l"n .\
C1S Dr. S \Lr.'=. 


28:1 


times; hut I think it better to 1'e1ate aU the rnrticu- 
lars at once, in order not to interrupt the course 01 
0\11' hi:,tory; although some of the details now givcn, 
occnrred prior to his journey to Chambery. 
In truth it was no ea
y nlntter for }'rancis to 
obtain an inten-iew with n
7a. lIe wns then 

e'\"enty years of ngt', ana wag nlways surrounrlN1 hy 
80 many person Q , that it 
eenw<l impossibl · to sc . l)iJn 
ill private. His house was the perpetual resort ot 
IHunbers, either because the Gene,"('
e <li:--trn
ted him, 
or because th('y delighted in his ogrccahle conversa- 
tion. ])Ioreover, F)'oncis was known to. ana Wß
 most 
cordi
lly hated by the Genevl'
('; so that it wa
 
dangerous for him to trust himself omong
t them. 
The object for which he went, added to the dangpr, 
becollse so delicote a busin

., could not PQ

ihly he 
concluded in one visit; rrpeated visits nlight excite 
suspicion; ond if the design become known, the life 
of the Saint would in aU probability have paid the 
forfeit. K or "as it impossible in n. populouC\ state, 
to effect the nlurdcr so secretly as to pass it oyer 
unnoticed, especially as subordination was not so 
well maintained ot Geneva as in a monarchical state. 
There were plenty of persons in that city quite 
capable of such an act, for it is but too well known 
what blind zeal can do, when animated by so power- 
ful a motive as that of religion. }'rancis furesaw 
the risk, and eXplained it to such of his fricnds as 
he entrusted with the secret, all of whom had the 
same opprehension, and therefore they all endea- 
voured to persuade him not to venture amongst 
such fL perverse set of people. They reminded him, 
that, having assassinated the Gospel, the heretics 
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,vould glory in assassinating the preachers of it; 
and that, after casting the relics of deceased apostles 
into the lake, (during the rebellion the)'" threw the 
skull of St. Peter which was enshrined in the cathe- 
dral, into the lake,) they would treat living upostles 
still worse. But as this was an affair in which the 
glory of God was concerned, and as it had been 
imposed on hinl by the vicar of Jesus Christ, Fran- 
cis Inade slight account of all these dangers. lIe 
di
closell his plan to the bishop, the chapter, and a 
few virtuous discreet persons, recOlnmending hilnself 
to their prayers, redoubling his own fasts and 
prayers, persuaded that the conversion of an obsti
 
nate sinner can only come from the Father of lights, 
who fronl stones can raise up children to Abraham. 
flaving earnestly recommended the success of his 
enterprize to God during several d.tys, remitting to 
Hinl the care of a life which he was risking in I-lis 
service, he started for Geneva, full of zeal and confi- 
dence. God was satisfied with the sacrifice of his 
heart, but seems to have been unwilling to purchase 
a lllartyr at the expense of an apastIe, who was 
destined to do still greater things for the glory of 
His name. Francis went, saw Beza, spoke to him, 
and convinced, if he did not COnVe1"t him; and he did 
all this with so much cirClUllspection, as to cheat 
the vigilance of the Genevese, althollgh a hundred 
eyes were always open upon Beza, who was an object 
of general esteem. 
Francis was fortunate enough to find Beza alone 
when he entered his hOllse; prudence then required 
tlJat he should avail himself of the opportunity. 
.After the first compliments of civility, which the 
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o.ged man acccpted with due courte"y, he conycrse(l 
on variùus different topic3, until, charmed by the 
engaO'Íng swcetness of the Saint's manrlcr, llcza 
invited him into his private closc.t, which Francis 
appcared to look upon ns a great honour. Thinking 
that he had now no time to lose, lIe sai 1 to Lcza, 
" _ \s I have the n1Ïsfortune of only being known to 
you upon the reprcsentation of n1Y cnemies, I trust 
you will not form your opinion of me upon the 
nlcre report of those whose interest it is to discreJit 
lHe; no one can love sincerity bettcr than I ùo; 
believe nw, then, I an1 not come here with the inten- 
tion of surprising or deceiving you; still less should 
I think of betraying what may pass betwecn us." 
I Ie then added, that a little attention to l1Ìs counte- 
nance nnd manner, would 
;atisfy him of hi
 candour 
and hone
ty of purpose; fur that his countenance 
wa3 but the reflcx of his heart anù mind; "bc:,iclcs," 
said he, "if I wished to dcceive sonle one, I should 
not be so unadvised as to attempt it, upon a person 
so learned, so clevcr, nnd so highly spoken of as 
yourself. " 
And in fact, the Saint's physiognomy and whole 
'bearing were so noble, that no one with the slightest 
pretensiun to discrirnination, could suspect lliIn of 
any malicious purpose. It was necessary to the 
success of his undertaking, that he should win Beza's 
confidence, which could not be done unless he dissi- 
pated the bad impressions made on his mind, by the 
sinister reports circulated to l1Ìs prejudice in Geneya. 
Beza likewise professed frankness and sincerity. 
K ow as we naturally love others whose character 
corresponJs with our own; and as a similarity of 
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disposition is the best key for unlocking hearts, tIle 
heresiarch was pleased with the Saint's introduction 
of hilnself, and answered that he had always con- 
sidered him to be a man of great lllcrit and of noble 
mind; that his very enemies admitted his vast 
aIllount of learning, which he himself also greatly 
adn1Ïred, though he deeply regretted that it should 
be employed in so poor a cause as catholicity. 
This renlark just enabled Francis to open the con- 
troversy, which he did by conjuring the other to 
tell hiln sincerely whether he thought a nlan could 
be saved in the Catholic Church? This question, 
though the natural consequence of Beza's own 
words, disconcerted him a good deal. After a brief 
silence, he asked for time to consider; and passing 
into an adjoining cabinet, he walked backwards and 
forwards for a quarter of an hour, but so interrupt- 
edly, that the Saint conjectured his conscience was 
pricking hinl; his very countenance betraying the 
agitation of his heart. In the meantime Francis 
took up an old Look, appearing to read, but in reality 
he was secretly praying that God would show mercy 
to a man who had already received innumerable 
graces, and whose age seemed to tell that he ll1ust 
soon be sumuloned to the bar of Divine justice. At 
the sanle tillle, he rendered thanks for being himself a 
member of the true Church, in which he hoped to 
live and die. At length the aged Ulan caUle forth, 
and after apologising for the delay, he said that he 
would confidentially open his heart to hin1, since 
they were alone, and since he knew that he might 
trust him with his real sentiments: "I do believe," 
said he, "that a Ulan lllav 'h
 pecure of salvation in 
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the Church of nome." Tù which Fra.ncis replicll, 
"then why establish your pretentlcù refúrm with 
so 111uch wa.r, incendia.rism, nnd dcsulation? X,)- 
thing but the impossibility of being savell in the 
Church, could o.uthorize separation frOlIl it, and nIl 
tho
c baneful conscquencc3 which follow the intro- 
duction of Ca.lvinism in every state." lIe ndtlLJ 
that since a luan might be bå \'cd in the Catholic 
Church, it Inióht lawfully be inferred that it was 
the true Church, becausl', as fit the tiule of the 
deluge, none were sa.yed who wcre out of the ark 
of 
oah, so now wn.s salvation impossible out of the 
Roman Catholic Church, of ,vhich the J.rk was a. 
figure. Bcza rejoined that the noman Church 
perplexcli souh with hpr numherless ceremonie
, 
which occasioned ùillìcultic
; for examplc, tC<lching 
that good works are necc:3sary to 
alvation, henco 
confusions ensuc, and the furmer arc shunned by 
saying they are only 0. matter of ÙCCOfll1U. \Yhen 
the people are taught by faith that good works are 
necessary to 5alvation, yet omit thenl through 
cowarùice or any other motive, they miserably damn 
themselves, because they violate the dictates of thcir 
own conscienc
; "therefore," IIC sai<l, "we havo 
smoothed the path to heaven, and have made it 
pleasant by establi.shing mJ a fundamental truth, 
that faith (without works) is requisite to salvation; 
anù for this, we have fough t eyen un to blood, for 
the propagation of our reform, that we migh rescuo 
the people frorn the tyrannical necessity of good 
works; besides, the sepa)Oation is attributable to tht 
Catholics, who exconll11unicatcò. rejected, and ex- 
pellcd us frOlu the bosom of the Church, anù con- 
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dernned us as heretics with whom they would hold 
no commerce." 
The Saint answered that by denying good works 
as necessary to salvation, we were plunged into a 
labyrint.h from whence it was not easy to escape. 
This doctrine overthrows all laws, natural, human, 
and divine, which threaten transgressors with 
punishrnent, and promise rewards to the good. 
Christ in Ifis gospel, when stating the sentence 
which is to df'cide the fate of everyone, speaks not 
so much of sins committed as of good works omitted; 
the same is to be observed in the case of the withered 
fig-tree, in the parable of ten virgins, and in that of 
the buried talent. And as for the separation of the 
Calvinists from the Church, by their expulsion, the 
Church did not have recourse to this measure till 
obliged by the obstinacy of those who would promul- 
gate doctrines at variance with those handed down to 
her by antiquity. Every well regulated society has 
its judge, which, without appeal, undertakes to decide 
controversies;-that the Calvinigts themselves re- 
cognise this authority in their national synod, in the 
SaIne 111anner as the Catholics recognise it in a 
general council ;-that all private individuals, of 
which society is composed, are bound to submit to 
this supreme authority, however constituted; unless 
indeed, we are to live an1Ídst perpetual strife and 
contrariety of opinion. Now, if son1e few persons 
refuse to submit to the decision of this authority, 
and separate themselves frOln the rest of society, to 
establish another anlongst themselves, society is not 
to be accused of causing the separation, since it does 
but avail itself of its own right to interpret the law, 
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and declare those to be schisn1atics and heretics, who 

cgregate themselves fron1 the body of the Fuithful. 
1\ ow if these gencrnl nlaxim
 apply to the case in 
quc
tion, it is c\,ident that the Church did not 
cause the schi
m, a1though by her cxcommunicutions 
she expelJeJ the Calvini,ts from her bosom. Instead 
of reco).!ni
illg in her the power of judging and 
deciding which Christ had conferred upon her, (for 
did they sti II recogJ.ti:). thi.;:, they would belong to 
her communion,) tlll'Y set them--elves up as judges 
in their own call
p; accused her of fundamental 
errors, nmI of having corrupted the word of Gud : 
they had even done worse, destroying churches, up- 
rooting the ancient venerable faith, laying violent 
hand... on the clerical functions, d 'priving the lawful 
pastors of a good part of Europe, 

tabli511ÏlJg others 
in their stead, notwithstanding all the opposition of 
the Church, which even Beza admitted to be the 
true Church, inasmuch as he did not dare to dpny 
the po

ibility of salvation in it. Finally, he added, 
U it would be worth something to 
ee how the Cal- 
vinists would treat anyone who ventured to do half 
as nnwh against their creed as they have done 
agninst the Catholic Church." 
Beza replied, that they would not condemn the 
Catholics without hearing them, as the Catholics llad 
done toward$ them, and that if they had to condemn, 
they would at least fullow the true rule of faith, 
which the Council of Trent had not done. To this 
Francis observed, that when the condemnation of 
d031ll3. and doctrine was in question, there was no 
need of hearing the authors, otherwise no book, no 
nlatter how impious, could be condemned unless the 
VOL 1.-19. 
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author's name were stamped upon the title-page. 
It was easy to see, fron1 the work itself, whether it 
was conforn1able to faith or not. The Council, how- 
ever, had repeatedly invited the Protestants, and 
promised them safe-conducts. and had waited for 
them so long, that the fault was evidently all on 
their side; but as none of thenl appeared in person, 
their own publications were examined instead; that 
if these were not understood according to the real 
meaning of their authors, the condemnation of them 
was not to be omitted mereJy because they obsti- 
nately chose to keep away from the Council; all 
well-regulated tribunals act upon this principle, even 
the Huguenots themselves would do so in similar cir- 
cumstances. Beza said that the Protestants had 
good reason for staying, away from the Council, 
although they were offered passports, because it 
was notorious that the Catholics hold it as a maxilll 
that they need not keep faith with heretics; they 
had a proof of this when the IIussites were burnt at 
the Council of Constance, a.1though they had been 
provided with safe-co:r:dllcts; after such an instance, 
they whom Catholics look upon as heretics could 
never rely on any proffered pledges, since those 
given by the Emperor Sigismund had been violated. 
The Saint replied, that it was an old calumny to 
attribute to Catholics the impression that they could 
with safe conscience break faith with heretics; but 
as the accusation had so often been refuted, he was 
astonished to hear it brought forward again; that, 
quite the contrary, Catholics teach that faith is to be 
kept with whomsoever it has been pledged. The 
instance of the Council of Constance was no disproot 
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of this: the enemies of the Church ]md so distorh'd 
this Ù<'t, tha.t few per
l)ns properly examineù it. 
1 Ie admitted that the 
afe pa

port of the emppror 
haù Iì.Ot lwen ob:.:ervl'd; hu t this had happened hc- 
CaU.:ie Constance was a free city, of which its own 
luagistrn.te wa
 sovereign, and it belonged to the 
Jnagi
trate to givc a valid note of safety; but indp- 
pendently of thi
 ren
un, th) safe-conduct nctual1y 
given wa
 only conditional, ns may be 
cen hy refer- 
ence to the \cts of the r-:ni(} Council. K ow tIle 
II ussites e
prc
"ly violatpcl thl'se condition-;; and 
after recognizing the Council a
 judge of contro- 
vel's)', they oppo:"ed it as soon a" it condemned them. 
That numy other proofs nlight be adduced to show 
that Catholics 1130\ e nev{'r taught this doctrine, 50 
recklessly attributed to thenl ;-that, supposing the 
cac;c in qne3tion to bc as Beza asserted, that single 
instance wac; not to be ta'ken lLS the gPlJt'ral rule of 
the Church, since she con
tantly affirmed the con- 
trary, and maintained it in practice. Beza. maùe no 
reply to these arguments, of which he nlust have 
fèlt the force; and the Saint asked him which rule 
of faith it wa'l that the Council of Tren t had not 
followed? The here'3iarch answered: "That of 
IIoly ðcripture only." Francis saw it was u::cle:,s 
to enter upon thi
 discussion, and therefore re- 
lnarked, tllat 
cripture admits of many interpreta- 
tions; how, then, are we to know the rióht one? 
It is nece
5ary thàt there should be in the Chur<:h 
an authority having the right to explain it, and ru 
determine the lnealling of it: this is surel.y cÛlllor1l1- 
able to faith. IIereupon Beza, in few worùs, 
broached many errors; 
a}ing that Scripture is not 
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obscure, that an the faithful have sufficient light to 
understand it, and that the Holy Ghost render
 it 
intelligible by interior inspirations. Francis had 
just expected this answer; and as it touches upon 
the 'rule of faitlt, the foundation of all disputes, 
which if not well established, all that rests upon it 
falls to pieces, .he enquired of .Beza,-" flûw comes 
it, then, that, if Scripture is so clear, and so easy to 
be understood, the eunuch of Queen Candace ap- 
pealed to Philip the deacon for its meaning? flow 
is it that Daniel and St. John the Evangelist de- 
manded an interpretation of the angel of what they 
saw? The Protestants themselves are daily publish- 
ing books and comlnentaries, contradictory one to 
the other. Luther, whOln his followers louk up to 
as one inspired by God, understood the words refer- 
ring to the Blessed Eucharist in ûne sense, and Cal- 
vin in another; the fornler admitted the reality, at 
least in the act of reception, whilst the latter only 
accepts the words in a figurative sense. How do 
you prove that Calvin was inspired, and that the 
Church is not-the Church which Scripture calls 
the pillar and ground of tl'uth? Name the counter- 
signs which lead you to infer that these inspirations 
proceed fronl the IIoly Ghost rather than from the 
spirit of darkness, who often transforms hinlself into 
an angel of light, to seduce the faithful. l\Ioreover, 
what assurance have you. for instance. that YO'lt are 
not nl1staken when you tell me that you have these 
inspirations? Tlow do you know that they really 
are inspirations ?" Embarra
sed by these qnestinlls, 
which so well demonstrated the tàlsity of his propo- 
sitions, Beza replied, that since the understanding of 
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Scripture was lll'
e

nry to the Church, the IToly 
GI)t)
t, who inviðibly gov
rns her, rellùl'rs it illtclIi- 
giLle, by in
piratiol1, to the 1
1Îthful who compose 
the Church; this Lcing the way in which God en- 
lightcns the mind und totlche
 the hea.rt. JIJis wus 
Lnt t he 
a.me answer, ther
fore the baint per:-istcd 
in his question,: U Does the Huly Ghost .1!ivc iw.pi- 
rations to all who reaù the cicripture with a 
iJlcl're 
dt
sirc of unJerstanJing it, or only to a few? If to 
all, huw ha.ppens it that the Catholics Imvc nune, 
and that they ure obliged to apply to the Church 
for a correct interpretation of it? Un what grounds 
can JOu ailirm that each scparate individual under- 
stands the truth. and yet, when taken collectively, 
have no such certainty? It
 on the uther hand. all 
have not the
e inspirations, but only a fuc, there 
must necc
::>ilrily be some certain signs wherehy they 
may be known; for no sensible man would helieve 
on the bare word of another in n. matter of such 
deep importance." Thc 
aint proceeded to say, 
that it followed, as a natural consequence of his argu- 
nwnts, that the Calvinists, so far from being the 
reformers of the faith, did not even know the true 
rule of faith. lIe proved, that if these inspirations 
nre to be taken as the rule, the II()ly Ghost must 
inspire contradictory doctrines and so would Hi) 
1011f!er be the God of peace (Deus pacis), as St. Pflul 
calls him, but of di
sension (sed dis
entionis). This 
contrariety was evident enough, Lnther denying 
the Epi
tle of St. James to be canonical, whilst Cal- 
vin admitted that it was so; the same might he 
saiù with regard to other hooks and points of doc- 
trine. " K ow if the Calvinists say he is in error. 
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why may not Luther say the same of them? Which 
of the two are we to believe? How can anyone 
suppose, after the fornm] promises made by God to 
the Church never to abandon her, that He should 
have allowed her to remain for such a length of 
time without the light necessary to believe and to 
teach that which is right? If He gives light, He 
certainly gives it to the Church; hence St. A,ustin 
protests that he would not believe the Gospel, unless 
the Church proposed it to be believed. N ow, he 
lived in an age when, according to your own adn1Ïs- 
sion, the faith was still pure; and is it likely that 
the IToly Ghost would have hid Himself from the 
faithful for many centuries, to reserve His inspira- 
tions for a few private individuals in these latter 
years,-leaving in error so nlany saintly men who 
were solely occupied in seeking after truth,-nnd 
this, that lie luight afterwards reveal it to Calvin, 
for him to teach it to others?" Francis concluded 
that the Calvini-sts had no reason to accuse the Cath- 
olic Church of teaching false doctrine, nor the Coun- 
cil of Trent of not having followed the true rule of 
faith in deciding controversies, seeing that they 
themselves do not so much as know what is the true 
rule of faith. The supposition that Holy Scrip- 
ture is so clear as to be easily intelligible to every 
one without extraordinary succour, and granting 
each individual the liberty of interpreting it at plea- 
sure, i
 the sure means of never agreeing on any 
single point, and to admit private inspiration (be- 
sides the inconveniences already adduced) is to open 
a direct road to fanaticism, tempting nlen to be- 
come vIsIOnary. In proof of this, he selected an 
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in
tance from amongst many, which he had fre- 
quently heard rela.tecl by Emmanuel Philibert, Duke 
of 
.lvoy. 'Vhen he o.s:-;isteJ at the Colloquy of 
Cürm.lsse, the most cdebratcù nlÏni"ters (and there 
were great numbers collected from the various pro- 
vince3) could not agree in producing their confe-;sion 
of tàith; consequently, one rpjecting what the othcr 
proposed, none being willing to yield, yet each one 
having a different opinion on this m(\st important 
point, they quitted the assembly one after another, to 
the scandal of their own followers, and the ridicule 
of the Catholics. The Duke t1wrefore inferred from 
thic;, that the Calvinists not only do not ulHlerstand 
the whole of 
cripture, but that not even the Prin- 
cipals of the sect can agree amongst them.::elves with 
rt"'óard to what is the true and legitimate TIlCaning 
of it; and that their in
piration, of which they 
boast, must be of n. very contradictory tendency, 
since it will not enable them to establish anything 
like uniformity of belief; that the Protestants, in 
fact, on] y consent to agree on one single point, 
nanlely, hatred of Catholicity, leaving in peace all 
other sects, though they condemn them as false, im- 
pions, and heretical. 
These historical facts touched TIezn. to the quick
 
who, though he piqued him
e]f on his moderation 
and self-possession, could hardly restrain his impa- 
tience. lIe could not contradict the statement made 
by the Duke, because it was too notorious to be 
denied; therefore all his resentment fell on Francis, 
and his abuse showed how much he was irritated. 
But the holy man, always equal to him
e]f, meekly 
and humbly told him that he was not come to his 
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house to disturb and annoy him, and that for tha 
future he would not introduce controversy. The 
apology of Francis was a subject of confusion to the 
heresiarch, who, perceiving his own failing, entreated 
him to excuse him. and to attribute his wannth to 
zeal for his own religion, saying, that a nlan was not 
Inaster of the first emotions of his heart. He con- 
jnred him to continue to honour hilTI with his visits, 
which would alwajTs be most gratifying to him. 
Thus ended the first conference of our Saint with 
Theodore Beza, which took place on Easter Tuesday, 
15D7, and lasted three full hours. In passing 
through the ante-chamber, Francis met some of 
Beza's servants and acquaintances, to whom he was 
known, who not only looked at him very spitefully, 
but e\Ten said, loud enough for him to hear them, 
that he was a nlan quite capable of raising a sedition; 
but the Saint passed on as if their words did not con- 
cern him, and retiring first to the hotel, he then 
returned to Thonon. 


CIIAPTER XXII. 


FRANCIS CONSULTS THE rOPE WITH REGARD TO BEZA. 


TIlE advantage which Francis had gained over the 
head of the Calvinist p
rty gave rise to no vain-glory 
in Francis, who was wholly intent on the mean.:; of 
gaining hÏ1n to Christ. In the Ineantin1e, in inform- 
ing the Sovereign Pontiff of the state of re]iginn in 
the Chablais, he told him that he found Beza in sen- 
timents !lot wholly averse to Catholicity, since he 
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owned that salvation mi!!ht be foun<l in the l:omnn 
Church, ßnù that he thoug-ht the credit in which he 
wns helJ, together with wealth, contrihut.d much 
in binding him to heresy. lIe hesought I Ii
 lIoli- 
n '5S to inform him of his intentions, as dIP conypr- 
sion of Be7ß was 0. work worthy of his Pontitic.1tp, 
and to he procureù fit any cost. lIe owned that he 
discovered in him n heart of stone, grown ohl in ob- 
durncy; therefore hi
 conversion would bp difficult. 
lIe did not, ho" ever, d(
p'\ir of it, if he coulù only 
see him tì'cqllcntly, conveniently, anù "ith so/cty; 
for this pnrpose he thoufTht it would be fldvi
ahle to 
hold n. di:-,pntntion with the ministers in Gcní'va 
it:,clt: in ca.,e I1i
 lIoliw'ss approveù of it: in difficult 
o.nd important matters it is neccs.;;ary to inc 1 Ir some 
ri
k. The Pope answered thic: lettí'r with 0. Brief, 
dated 29 :\fay, 15Û7, in which he commend" his zí'nl, 
worthy of n true c:crvant of God, called to work in 
the Lord's vincyard; congratulates with hin1 on the 
progress of religion in those countries, attributing it 
to his apostolic labours and diligence, and encourag- 
ing him to per
evere therein. lIe enjoins him to 
p
rsist in 
triving to accomplish the task entrusted 
to him, which, although so difficult, was not to he 
entIrely de
p3ired of; and conclud
d by saying, that 
SInce it was the work of God, and wa
 undertaken 
wIth a hope of divine assistance, 80 it ought to be 
pursued with full confidence. 
.Animated and stimulated by this ßripf, the 
aint 
leturned twice more to Geheva, to confer with Bt:'za. 
The last time he was accompanied by his intimate 
friend Faber, then declared President of the Genevese 
by the Duke of .K emours. Francis perceiving tbat 
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the whole visit was gliding away in ceremony and 
compliment, quite foreign to his purpose, and more- 
over being fearful of interruption unless he at once 
entered upon the important subject, enquired what 
books those were, laid aside in a corner of the room, 
and so thickly covered with dust as plainly to 
show that they were not much used by the heresi- 
arch. Beza answered that they were the works of 
the holy Fathers, of which he made no great account: 
"and I," said the Saint, "could not easily express 
how highly I esteem them." Taking up one of 
them, he wiped off the dust with his cloak, and 
opening it, found it to be by Saint Augustine. It 
seeIns to have been directed by divine dispensation; 
for h8 soon fell upon a passage which gave rise to a 
long argument on grace and justification. Reza 
asserted that there was no necessity for man's co- 
operation with the motions of grace; for that God 
continually presses the hea
ts of men, and compels 
them to work; but the Saint, whose experience had 
taught him how sweet and persuasive are the attrac- 
tiong of grace, proved the contrary by this sin1ili- 
t11ùe: "As a well-constructed clock denotes all the 
hours of the day, through the agency of the main- 
spring, which it would not do without this impelling 
power; so with regard to the justification of man, 
God first touches and urges him on to compunction 
of heart, and then man, by the effort of free will, 
seconJs the Ï1npulse given by God; that is to 83Y, 
he concurs with grace, and going on with it, perfects 
all the other acts requisite to justification; there is, 
however, this difference between the clock and the 
nlOtion of our hearts, that in the former the nmin- 
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spring n('cc
sarily mo'-es the wheel:" whereas grace 
nlOves without duing violcnce to our frce-will; in- 
stead of illl})èlli1191 it ùocs but nU,'act with the chains 
of charity and of ...\JaIll, _''5 holy 
cripturc cxpres:>cs 
it; it attracts us with its chaste careSSCS anJ delights, 
proportioned to the heart of man, to which liberty 
i:; natural. This is what holy 
cripturc iIllplic
, 
when it tdls us that God lJU.
 placed firc auù wuter 
Ldore man, and that it h in his PO'\ er to choJsc 
which he plen
es. .According to philosophy, this 
choil;e implies an entire anù total liberty of òeter.. 
Dlining fur one
clt: \\ ithout bèing co 1 II J by 
grace; for if the cß
e were other\\ ise, how could 
God declare "Hlcs:;cd is he who could transgre:,s, 
and hath not tran
grc
scd; and who could Imve 
done evil, yet hath not done it ?" B{)th the Old 
and Kew Testamcnts prove thi:i truth, find the 
:Fathers of the first five cCllturit:s arc all in favuur 
of this asc:ertion. 
Bcza admired the reaùy tact of the holy man, 
"hich could in a. moment find 
imilitudes and argu- 
Dlents sui ted to his purpose. After discussing several 
nlost important point::; (in which if he did not yield 
he certainly wavered), he took Francis by the hand 
in a 1110:;t friendly n1anner, and prc
sing it, said: "If 
I am not in the right path, I daily beseech our Lord 
in His infinite mercy to bring me hack to it ;" \\ ords 
drawn from the ,-cry bottom of his heart, as much 
by the power of the 
aint's wisdom as by the amia- 
bility 0f his de
eanour. He repeated his words in 
the same familiar way before Faber, Boland, and 
some others; and thus they separated. It walOt these 
expressions which induced Francis to go again to 
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Geneva, and seek a private interview with Beza, 
where, without witnesse
 and without disputation, he 
could frankly tell him his sentiments. In effect, on 
his arrival he told him at once that he was not come 
to argue, but to speak with open heart on the l110st 
important of his affairs, namely, his return to the 
Catholic Church. I-Ie entreated hi111 to take in good 
part what he was going to say with all freedOln, and 
to attribute it to the esteenl and affection which he 
felt for him, and to zeal which induced him to speak 
on a point whereon his eternity depended. Beza, 
won by the cordiality of the Saint, replied, that he 
was convinced of the sincerity of his intentions: 
that he wished him to speak ,,,ith all freedom, as it 
was impossible to refuse him his esteem and confi- 
dence, though it was in vain to hope for that which 
he would never obtain. Francis, taking advantage 
of the favourable dispositions of the other, answered 
by beseeching him to reflect that old age warned 
him of approaching death, and ough t to remind him 
t hat the time of mercy was passing away, to give 
place to the time of justice; and this ought to deter- 
Inine him to return to that faith which he had i1n- 
bibed with his mother's Inilk; that he was not to 
suppose that the early lig1
ts which he had in the 
bosom of the Catholic Church were extinguished, 
and that it was now the time to profit by thenl; that 
God well knew the nlotives which had induced hin1 
to forsake the creed of his ancestors, for that nothing 
was hidden to IIim. tIe owned that his conversion 
would draw upon him the hatred of the Calvinists, 
but it would secure him the love of the angels, 
and it was glorious to be persecuted for Christ's 
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sake. That hc might hayc no fcar of being impov- 
erished in consequence of hi, cho.ng
 of religion, he 
wus commissioned by the Popo to oflèr him an annu- 
ity of tuur thousand golùl>n scuJi, and to give him 
double the value of such uf his furniture ant} books 
as he might be unable to remove froul l;encva, pro- 
n1Ï:"Iin3" nlOreover, every ::Iecurity that he might rc- 
quire. ns:,uriu3 him that he di{l not make these 
oners by way of bribing him, fur evcry one knc\v 
(and l."ranci
 better than any onc cls(.a) thut he was 
not a 111an to regulate hi:; creeù according to his in- 
terests; but that IIis llfJlillc,:s diù not think it right 
that, if he abandoned Calvinism, he was to lose its aù- 
\'antages, hence he utfcreJ what \Voul{} 
uf}icc for his 
luailltcuance, anù compcn
ate fur the losses to be in- 
curred. IIi:, IIuline
s was anxiou
, too, that he 
hould 
improve his condition, as wcll us his faith. Francis 
added, that he was now speaking to him pcrhaps for 
the la
t time on the part of God, conjuring him most 
carnestly to reflect on his propo
als, fur which, if not 
acct:pted, he would 
ome day repent in vain. lIe 
haJ owned that a lllan might be savclI in the Catholic 
Church; therdore he ought to return to it for 
greater security, since the Cathulics, anlOngst whom 
there were so lunny anù learned men, did not allow 
a.i much of Calviuism; thu.t, in 
o important an 
affair, one ought to choose the safest siùe, without 
considering one's reputation, since it is llleritorious 
in him who has strayed trom the right path to eu- 
deavour to re-enter it; and even 
uppo3ing that he 
should on this account 
ink in the estimation of the 
Calvinists, this could be nothing in conlpari
on with 
the loss of his soul. 
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Beza remained silent, and with his eyes :fixed on 
the ground, listening to the Saint with great atten- 
tion, and there is reason to believe that the re- 
proaches of his conscience were working upon his 
heart, whilst the words of Francis were soundino- in 
o 
his ear. The Saint wondered what his irresolution 
would lead to, and judging others' hearts by his own, 
was hoping that Beza was about to submit to the 
known truth; but rarely does it happen that a man 
obstinate in nlalice, and long adicted to evil habits, 
becomes converted in his old age; and still nlore 
rarely are the authors of heresy converted. History 
records, as far as I know, no other instance of such 
conversion, but that of Berengarius. For tit is, 
graces of the highest order are required, and the 
denlerits of such a nlan are too great for one to 
expect these graces. Beza is a proof of this. IIis 
final answer was, that, though he believed salvation 
was attainable in the Catholic Church, he did not 
despair of salvation in the comillunion to which he 
then belonged. Francis deemed it inexpedient to 
press him further at that nloment, to leave hiIll time 
to reflect on the proposals he had lllade, trustiug 
that a few nlore visits would satisfactorily conclude 
an affair which seemed to be going on so well. But 
the tiule was passed; the Saint's visits raised the 
suspicions of the Genevese, who set watch round 
their n1Ïnister, and plotted the lllassacre of Francis 
if ever he ventured there again. Sonle writers 
affinn that the wretched nlan (having }wglectc<l 
present opportunity) later struve in vain to oLtain 
an interview with tlte Saint, which was peremptorily 
refused by those who surrounded him; and that 
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rrpenting of his apostacy, he retracted hi., error:-, in 
prc3cnce of SOlllC of the ministcrs, in conscqucnce of 
which, his attendant::> ga\ e out a repurt that intense 
pain fullowing his previous deep studic
 bad uJ.lde 
Jlilll rave. But as he died in the hands of the Cul- 
vinist
, it is difficult to 
ny llOW tl1(' cu
e really f'tood. 
It is certain that he dc:,ired he mi,rht be buried in 
the cloisters of 
t. Peter, in Geneva. tLi he was; nnd 
h
 wa:, the first whom the Cahini
ts Lurieù then'; 
though it is said tha t they afterwi.lrJ
 relllo\ cd the 
body within the city walls, lest the 
avoyarJ;, should 
disinter and burn it, as they aflìrmed to be the cu...e 
with regard to thc remains of Calvin. 
There i..., however, reason to belicvc that as the 
wb,h to live licentÏjmsly had led him to apo
tatize, 
a
 is very evident fronl some of the wurks he COlll- 
po:-,c<l when in the prime of litè, 60 was he retained 
in hcresy till hi:, death, by thl" liherty of gratifying 
the pas:-,ions which Calvinism tolerated. The Lor,l 
DC':, najet
, Governor of :\[nutargis, a grcat friend 
of l....raIJcis, being at Geneva, became intimate with 
Reza, whose jo\piality and plea
ing conycrsation 
attracted hiIn; Bez3. on his side being equally 
plea
ed with Des I Ir.jets. On
 day when the two 
were together without oth{:r witnesses, Des Hajcts 
familiarly asl,ed him what was the most powerful 
moti ve and rea
on of his adhcrence to the reformed 
sect. Beza was silent, (shame nmde hilll so,) hu t 
summoning a beautiful young lady who liveù in his 
house, said, "there is the motive which convinces 
Dle, and which IJinds Ine to my religion." The 
gentleman was astonished at these words, for as Beza 
was then advanced in )"ears, he had not suspected 
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him of being adicted to a vice which so fearfully 
blinds the intellect, hardens the heart, and which 
has cau
ed even the wisest man to apostatize, as 
holy 
cripture tells us. Des Hajets recounted this 
incident himself to Giarda, one of those who wrote 
the Saint's life in Italian. 


CHAPTER XXIII. 


GOOD DEE;DS OF THE SAINT IN GENEVA. IS CHALLENGED 
TO A CONFERENCE BY THE MINISTERS. CONVEHSION 
OF ONE OF THE
I, .ETC. 


IF Divine Justice led the Saint to Geneva that 
he n1Ïght confound one ilnpious Ulan, divine mercy 
destined him to console some faithful souls; hence 
those journeys, dangerous as they were, which proved 
useless to Beza, were not so to others, better disposed 
than he was. God was pleased to reward the 
labours of the Saint, although they seemed unavail- 
ing, as far at least as the chief ubject of theln was 
concerned. vVe will relate some of his acts in 
Geneva, of which the greater part are unknown to 
us, having been pefurmed in secret. 
As he was leaving Beza's house after his first 
visit, he nlet a soldier belonging to the garrison of 
Allinges, who told him that at the house of Abra- 
halll J o]y, there was a Catholic acquaintauce of his, 
at the point of death. The Saint immediately 
went to him, he turned to the persons who were 
ill the rOOln, and with an air of mingled majesty 
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and affability desired thenl to leave the place. }, 0 
one dared to refuse, olthou<rh they suspected his in- 
tention; he hea.rd the p()(Jr man's cOlltès:iion, which 
wa." a long one, o.nJ pronounced the word:i of U1>50- 
\ution, to the immunse con
olaticJn of th
 dying 
Catholic, just ßo; hi::ì la3t hreath hung on hi
 lip. 
It is believed that he very frequcntly udmini:,tcr- 
cd the snCr&lnlellts in Geneva, for he u.-cd to curry 
some consecrated particles in a smoll case hung 
round hig neck, and thus gave commuuion to the 
Catholics in secret. The first time that he went to 
see ßeza, on arriving at the inn, he asked f.)r a pri- 
vate room where he could take a little rest; when 0. 
Ca.tholic girl, a servant in the hous
, took the op- 
p)rtunity of speaking to him, an.l of nukinz her 
confession. bhe knew him only by repnt
 and by 
sight, having been present at the disputation between 
him and La Fay. After the absolution, the Saint asked 
her whether she woulù wish to communicate, which 
he found she might Jo, as she had not yet broken 
her fast. The good girl supposed this to be im- 
possible, seeing that the Saint could not celebrate 

rass in the town, and she never dreanlt of his car- 
rying the Blessed Sacrament about with him; in 
fact, she thou3ht communion could only be given in 
the :\1-155, anù with the assistance of a clerk; but he, 
seeing how nluch she desired it, eXplained to lwr, 
that under actual circumstances neither 
IJ.ss nor 
clerk was necessary. lIe made her prepare herself, 
and dividing one of the five hosts which he had 
brought for other persons, he told her that their 
guardian angels would act as clerks; he then gave 
her holy communion, a happiness of which she had 
VOL. 1.-20. 
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long been deprived. It would be difficult to describe 
either her consolation or his, notwithstanding the 
serious risk to which he was exposing himself; for a 
cruel death would have been the inevitable conse- 
q nence had the Genevese detected him in the act of 
administering the sacraments within the precincts of 
their Babylon. This young woman, who was called 
Anne J aqueline Favre, and was afterwards the first 
portress or tourière of the order of the Visitation, 
was favoured by God with many lights, was endowed 
with remarkable innocence, and was much esteemed 
by our Saint, who used to extol her as a person of 
great virtue. "\Ve shall have occasion to speak more 
of her hereafter. 
Don Lorenzo Bertrand relates, that when the 
Saint was taken to see the council chan1ber, he 
perceived a portrait of Calvin, under which were 
these words:- 


"Hoc vultu, hoc habitu Calvinum sacra docentem 
Geneva felix audit; 
Cujus s<:ripta piis toto celebrantur in orbe, 
:Malis licet rigentibus." 


"'With such a countenance and such a mien, 
Calvin unfolded once the sacred page 
To blest Geneva; all good men approve 
His doctrines, tho' the wicked foam with rage." 


His zeal could not conceal the angui3h occasioned 
by such ill-bestowed praise. l\Ioderating himself, 
however, he asked his companion's permission to 
read the eulogy in a different way; he did this 
because there were some Calvinists present; and 
then, by the mere change of three words, he com- 
pletely turned the n1eaning, saying:- 
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.. IToc Tultu. hoc habitu Culvinnm Imana dOC'entcm 
Geneva dt'men" audit; 
Cujlls 
eripta pli:4 toto damnantur In orbc, 
)Iulis Beet rlgentibus:' 


II With 
l1ch 8 cnnntt':1snCC and such A mien, 
Cuh in Jlen crtcd 01\('l' the 8acn'(II'It
o 
To mnd {;cnc,"s, all good men condcmn 
His bJusphelllie
; the \\ icked (oam with rage." 


nut now aU the ministers of the various provin- 
ces assembled to consult together on the hest InCHIng 
of nrre
ting the conversions, now become of daily 
occurrence. They decided on challenging him to a 
public di
putc. trying to p('r
uade each other that 
hi.) 5UCCC
ðcs were more owing to his eloqupnce and 
fluency of speecl), than to anything el"e. 1'he 
aint, 
',as informed of their plans, and was B10St anxious 
to have them carried into effect; and would give 
them no peace until t]l('y appointed the day and the 
place of meeting. Thonon was decided upon; but 
when the day came, the ministers did not make 
their appearance; alleging such frivolous pretext
. 
as \\ ell showed that cowardice was the real cause of 
their ab
ence: he then offered to nleet then1 at 
Geneva, whither he was willing to rep
ir, aCCOll1- 
ranied only by six priests; challenging t]1e whole 
body of ministers there, and offering to use DO other 
books than those priuteJ at Geneva; although he 
knew that most of them had been mutilated or 
falsified by the Calvinist
, to suit their own pur- 
pose. His proposal terrified them: all were silent; 
and with the exception of one, all of them with- 
drew. 
This one was a minister of the rays de ,... aud, 
suhject to Berne, who, stimulated by the hope of 
rising in the opinion of his party, or ashamed that 
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his colleagues should shrink from encountering the 
Provost of Sales, went to Thonon, and, -to his own 
great advantage, was convinced: the piety 
md 
learning of the Saint cleared his mind, and expelled 
obstinacy from his heart; he openly acknowledged 
the truth and sanctity of the Roman Catholic 
Church, and returned h01ne quite a different nlan. 
The Bernese perceived that he was wavering-(his 
public abjuration had been deferred to a nlore con- 
venient time), and accordingly they brought him to 
trial, and quickly sentenced him to death. 
Francis was most anxious to bring the Huguenots 
to a public disputation, and tried every means to bring 
it about, but to no purpose: the n1Ïnisters were as 
bold in provoking bin1 to a dispute, whenever he. 
was at a distance, as they were ingenious in invent- 
ing plausible excuses against doing so, whenever he 
was close at IJand. 
'Ve will conclude this chapter with a trait of 
Francis, trifling if considered only in itself, but 
worth a treasure when considered in its origin, as 
being a sign of deep hun1ility, and as showing how 
well the Saint could unite heroic action with the 
practice of the oròinary virtues, (or, as he would 
call them, the lit.tle virtues,) a point which he 
afterwards much insisted upon, and which is most 
useful to those who plactise it. One day he was 
sitting alone in his room, mending' his coat, and had 
forgotten to lock the door; a gentleman unexpect- 
edly entered, and was much surprised at finding 
hinl so employed; nor did he fail to tell him that 
such an act was degrading to his rank and charac- 
ier: "Indeed, my lord," rejoined Francis, "I see no 
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impropri('ty in mending with lUY own hands, a 
rent which I Dlysclf have made." This act and 
these words contributed much to strengthen the 
gentleman in the faith, for he was one of the Saint's 
con,erts: so true it is that humility is estc'med and 
admir
d even hy those who only know it by name; 
it is ß virtue which ;)èrves as the hfL
is of tàith, u-; t]le 
nngelical Doctor, St. Thoma
, teaches. To avoid r('pe- 
tition, we may add that luter, when he wns hishop, 
the Duke of N emours caught hinl sti tch ing ..orne 
of his c1othes, and good humouredly joked with him 
on the occasion; he answered that every Christian 
ought to wcnr the ]iyery of J c
us Christ, that is to 
say, lIis po,.prty, "hich he had no other ()pportu- 
nity of practising, than in such little lowly acts as 
those. 


CIIAPTER XXIV'. 


COXTI
U.\ nON OF THE :MI5SIO
. FRANCIS WRITES IN' 
DEFEXCE OF THE HOLY CIWSS. 


Ix July of this year wben Francis a
sisted at the 
synod assembled by the bishop in ...\nnecy, he judged 
it nece!'sary to make an exact re1ation of the affairs 
of the Chablais to all the clergy of the diocese; and 
lIe did it t;0 minutely, that ('very one was convinced 
he ought to have 80me further assistance, it being 
utterly impossible that he alone, with the scanty 
help he then had, cou1d superintend so VÐst a pro- 
,'mce. Great was the applause with which his 
recital was greeted; the bishop could not suffi.ci
ntly 
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express his delight, whilst the rest praised his 
apostolic labours, and blessed the Lord for such a 
number of conversions. 
He asked for and obtained some coadjutors, who 
were to be either of the Society of Jesus, or Capu- 
chins. He returned with these to the Chablais; 
but before dispersing them through the various 
localities of the district, he conferred with them at 
Annelnasse, upon the nleans best calculated to pro- 
Jnote conversions. It was decided that Father 
Cherubino, of l\Ioriana, preacher to the prince, 
shùuld be consulted, and requested to solicit whatever 
wa3 judged necessary, fron1 his IIighness. In the 
meantinle he left the Jesuits in the Bailiwick of 
Ternier, and the Capuchins in that of Gaillard; 
these were afterwards joined by members of .other 
Orders, chiefly Dominicans; whilst Francis hinlself 
went back to Thonon. 
Having received a favourable answer from Father 
Cherubino, he resolved without loss of time, to in- 
troduce the devotion of the 'Quarant' ore,' at 
Annemasse. He imparted his design to the bishop, 
and to his coadjutors, who, having approved of it, 
he ordered at the sarne time, a sort of drama, 
representing the sacrifice of .A.brahmn; he did this 
to allure and please the people; the play was the 
joint production of the two Lewis of Sales, the one 
his cousin, the Canon, and the other his brother, 
who, besides philosophy and laws, was likewise an 
excellent poet. 
On returning from court, Father Cherubino 
assured Francis that the Prince could not possibly 
be better disposed towards their plans; and arrange- 
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ments were accordingly made for the' Quarant' or p ,' 
to commence on the seventh of Septemher, which 
fell that year on a 
llndny. The Catholics a:-\
ell1- 
LIed in such numbers, that the GCllcve
e, in alarm, 
sent out troops to close the pa!'
e..., a
 if they anti- 
cipated a tUluult. ""hen this lleW:i reached Thonon, 
the neophytes were 80 panic-stricken, that when it 
"as time to fornl the procession, not one of thclll 
had the couru3e to be the cro
s-bearer; but the 
Saint, with his u
ual fortitude, was resolved that 
the procession should take place, and accordingly, 
desired l
oland to walk forward with the cross. 
The hYlllll of the 110ly Cross was intoned, and 
Francis, in surplice, clo
eJ the procession. This 
gcnerous proceeding, and the presence of the 
aint, 
encouraged the pcople; anù though when they first 
set Oll t, the Sain t closed the procession, they were 
soon joincd by so many other people, that instead of 
bcillg at the eud, he was in the middle of the line. 
In this 11lanncr thcy walked a distance of five 
leagues, over no easy roael, singing psalms, hymn:" 
and litanies. 
carcely had they rea.ched ...\.nne- 
masse, than they were IHct by the Confraternity of 
the lloly Cross, from ,.Annecy, come to assist at the 
solemnity. Francis welcomeù them 1110:;t cordially, 
and had the satisfaction of finding the lllembers 
increased in number, and all very fervent; thig 
confraternity had walked along, singing the litanies 
with great devotion, and gave Dluch edification by 
the modesty and order in which they pursueù their 
way, the greater part being bare-foot, and carrying 
their rosaries in their hands. .After embracing hig 
cousin, the Canun, who was tho Prior of the Hro- 
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therhood, they all went direct to the church, which 
still bore evident marks of the ill-usage it had receiv- 
ed frOlll the hands of the heretics, who had reduced 
it almost to a'ruin. The Catholics did their best to 
repair the damage, by covering it, and stopping the 
holes with tapestry, sail-cloth, and what else they 
could procure; the day closed with a n1otett, sung 
in honour of our Blessed Lady. 
On the following morning the bishop celebrated 
solemn l\Iass, having gone over expressly to add to the 
solemnity of the ceremonies. After the Gospel, 
Francis preached with his usual devotion and elo- 
quence, and then opened the sweet devotion of the 
'quarant' ore.' Each one had his hour appointed for 
adoration; the Brotherhood of the 1-Ioly Cross coming 
first in rotation. Several processions came from the 
neighbouring villages. Francis made a discourse to 
each fresh set as it arrived, so that, during the three 
days, he preached twelve sermons. The bishop had 
the consolation of witnessing the abjuration of two 
entire villages, one of which contained seven hun- 
dred persons, and the other three hundred. Clothed 
in white, they made a renunciation and abjuration 
of the errors which they had hitherto professed. 
In this manner were the ecclesiastical functions 
restored, actually within sight of Geneva, in a pro- 
vince where for many long years, nobody would 
have ventured to attempt such a thing; and the 
Church regained possession of places frOlll whic 1 -. 
heresy had rudely expelled her. The decorum and 
magnificence of our religious ceremonies contributed 
not a little to the conversion of many; for they not 
only honour the majesty of God, but they touch the 



s. FltAXCIS DE SALES. 


313 


hearts of the people. To efI
ct thi
, l)f course they 
Jlllbt be accompanied by nn interior spirit find bo 
done with earnestness. If the hair of one's he
lll, 
that is to say, th
 \"ilest part of mnn, is cared fc)r, 
aw) cut with regularity, "ho could be bolJ enough 
to tr.Ulsgress the rulc:i which, in the service of God, 
render the worship which we owe to Trim, nlore 
uuifl>I1n, more majestic, and Jnore respectful? 
The ceremony concluded with a solemn 'To 
Deum,' sung with nUl"'ic, and the people were filled 
with heavenly benedictions. But the holy provost 
\, as not yet satisfied; taking advantage of the vast 
concourse of peoplc, he would solemnly erect 0. 
Cross, of which he had alrend y raised several in 
various parts of the province, to tho great annoy- 
ance of the heretics. 
Bctòre Calvinism had gained posses;,ion of Geneva, 
there was a famous cross on the way-side, named 
Philibert's cross, from him who erected it. It was 
entirely of stone, having a crucifix on one siùe, and 
an image of our Blessed Lady on the other. The 
heretics had broken this to pieces, as they did with 
all the re
t; but the Saint thought the present a 
good opportunity for repairing it; the three steps 
still remained, on which 0. pillar was placed, and a 
wooden cross attached to it, time not allowing him 
to procure a better. .As soon as the cross was fixed 
on the column, he solemnly blessed it, anti some 
hymns were sung in honour of it. The ceremony 
took place in presence of 8 large assemblage of peo- 
ple; many went even from Geneva; the Catholics 
out of devotion, and others out of curiosity. As 
the bishop was unwell, Francis officiated on the 
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occasion. A metal plate was added, bearing an 
epigrmn in French, composed by Francis, signi(ying 
that the Catholics did not adore stone or wood, but 
Jesus, who died upon the wood, and whose death 
has rendered the cruss worthy of veneration, eln- 
bellished as it was by the blood of Jesus. lIe 
afterwards wrote some theses in defence of the 
respect shown to it by Catholics; and these tracts 
were circulated throughout the Chablais, and even 
in Geneva. 
This proceeding, which filled the angels with joy, 
enraged the devils, who roused one of their agents, 
(that is to say, one of the ministers of Geneva,) to 
write against the honour paid to the cross. La Fay 
contrived to have a work published, though without 
the author's name, full of errors and false proposi- 
tions, and well calculated to confirnl the prejudices 
of the heretics, as well as to mislead incautious 
Catholics. The Saint undertook to refute this work, 
at the request of the Bishop and of the Confrater- 
nity of the Holy Cross, entitling his book "the 
Standard of the IIoly Cross." 1'he' treatise was 
divided into four books; in the first he treats of the 
name of the cross, its power, and of the reasons why 
it ought to be honoured, drawing his proofs fronl the 
early writers, from' the Sacred Scripture, and fronl 
the preservation, invention, antiquity and dignity of 
the same.. He shows that the cross is a memorial, 
representing to us the infinite charity of, Jesus Christ, 
who would shed all His blood for us; he called it a 
shield, and a remedy against all evils, a holy means 
of honouring Jesus Christ crucified, whom it places 
before our eyes. In the second, he speaks of the 
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Jnnnner in which tlle cro ' ßnd crucifix: were depictcd 
by the ancients; of the apparition to Constantine 
the Great, of the very ancit'llt use of the cross in 
holy things, of the salutation und invocation of it, 
of the title
 which the Church give
 it. lIe men- 
tioll
 one Iluthority, Arnobiu.;J, a tàmous \\ riter of 
the early ßgc
; lw then alludes to the similitude 
there i
 between it and the hrazen scrpent, anù of 
the chasti::-emellt5 wherewith _\Imighty God has 
sometimes punisht-'<.l tho:-,c who profanc IIi;:) holy 
wood. In the third book he defines the sign of the 
cro,
, showing that it is the device of a Chri
tiun, 
and that it was even u:-:cd in the old In,w. lh
 treats 
of the Church cercDlOuics, anù shuws how useful i:; 
the sign of the cross in ble5sings and exorcisms, and 
of its power ngain
t the dcvils on many occa"ion
. 
In the fourth book he treats of the honour and 
prayer ùu
 to the holy cross; he shows how we may, 
in one 
cnse, worship c\ en created things, though in 
another sen!o"=c, w(,rship i:i due to God alone. lIe 
shows that the Catholics are unjustly blamed on 
account úf the respect they show to it and to holy 
things, because it is not aùsolute, not havIng for its 
end those objects tak
n nlaterially, but only relative.. 
ly, as being interiorly referred to God. lIe concluùes, 
that as in the days of the apostles, the cross of Christ 
was persecuted by Iris enemies, (which Francis could 
not write without tears,) so now will there always 
be some to oppose the honour shown to it, (and he 
particularly namc
, as being most opposed to this 
veneration,) the Talmudists, Samaritans, :\Iahome- 
tans, and 'Vickliffites; nor can we be surprised, that 
as the reign of _\.ntichrist draws near, his forerun- 
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ners should always be in the field. The Church, 
however, ain13 only at knowing and preaching Jesus 
Christ crucified. She does not see Jesus without 
the cross, but with the cro
s, and on the cross; and 
he concludes by protesting with the apostles, that 
he never would glory in aught, save in the cross 
of our Lord Jesus Christ. This little work was 
not given to the public as soon as he could have 
wished, because our Lord was pleased to favour 
hÏ1n with the cross, by sending him an .illness, as he 
himself says in the dedication, which is addressed to 
the Duke of Savoy, but when it did come out, none 
of the heretics ventured to answer it. The Catho- 
lics had good reason to look on thjs as a proof of the 
excellence of the book, a book which equally shows 
the keenness of the intellect, and the piety and 
learning of the Provost of Sales. From a letter 
however which he wrote to 1\Iadalne de Ie FIechère, 
in 1609, we find that at last one of the ministers had 
ventured a reply; "But," adds the Saint, "he did 
it in such a n1anner that my friends will not let me 
think of noticing it, they tell me that the book is its 
own best defence, and that nothing further need be 
added. The work was reprinted at Paris, under 
the title of "Pantologia," that is, universal speaker; 
but the Saint, who abhorred those grandiloquent 
titles, was excessively mortified when he heard of it, 
and said, 'An architect must be a fool, who should 
make a door larger than the mansion." 
During the time of tIle quarant' ore, Father Che- 
rubino said in one of his sermons, that the Catholic 
missionaries positively must bring about a public dis- 
putation, whereupon the ministers wrvte to say they 
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werc preparcd for it. Kothing rcmaincd to be done. 
but for thc canon of balcs to go ovcr to Gencvn, and 
nlllkc the necessary arrangcmeuts of time and place. 
But cven then they contrived e
cuscs and pretexts 
fur withdrawing from their prOlnise; they actually 
retracted in writing, what had b 'cn Jone by their 
own orders. bo nluch did thcy dread the lcarhing 
and moderation of the baint and hi::> companiolJs. 


CIL\.PTER XXY". 


BE GOES TO 
lOmA
O. TlIS ILLXESS-r.ECOVEfiT'_ 
DFVOTES lIDISELF TO SEUVE TIlE PES TU'EIWl"S. 1:E- 
'fl"lt:\s TO TlIOXOX. 


TIlE holy nlissionary was not satisfied with his 
labours, unlcss they'" ere ince

an t. 'Towards the 
enù of the year 1':;U7. the Duke of Savoy went to 
l\Ioriano, to oppose Lesdiguières, thcn a heretic, who 
at the hcad of his heretical troops, had entered the 
states of IIis IIighnc
s. This prince, who was as 
valiant in war as he was religious in peace, ea5ily 
regained what his enemies had taken by surprise, 
and then stopped at Barraux, to complete the ftJrti- 
fications he llad ordered there. }"rancis though t this 
a good opportuni ty of consulting him, and started 
suddenly from Thonon. On his arrival at Rarraux, 
he represented to the Duke the state of religion in 
the Chablai
, which was ratller damaged by the war. 
lIe soliciteù and obtained various things, the piety 
of the prince p-ranting nIl that l1Ïs discretion 8U3"- 
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gested. When lIe was on the point of taking leave 
on his return to Thonon, the Duke requested him to 
have a discussion with an obstinate heretic who 
fought under his banner; this was ::.\Iaurice de Broti, 
colonel of the regiment of the ChabJais. His High- 
ness bade him in his presence declare to the Pro'\"'ost 
of Sales the motives which bound hinI to the s
ct or 
Calvin, and he obeyed. Scarcely had the dispute 
begun, than the Duke, feigning other business, left 
the two champions in his own room, whilst he had the 
patience to remain listening at the door for full three 
hours. 'Vhen De Broti had not another word to say 
for himself, the Duke entered the room again, say- 
ing, " 'Veil, which of you two is the victor? De 
Broti, do you yet perceive the truth of our reli- 
gion?" The Colonel replied that he knew little 
nlore of theology than the nanIe, that he was un- 
equal to carryon a war, Íi)r which he had no wea- 
pons, either offensive or defensive; that he felt the 
full force of the provost's argunIents, and would 
consult his ministers upon them; and he entreated 
lIis I-Iighness to be convinced that he would give 
his assent to the truth, and embrace it wherever he 
discovered it to be. The Duke clearly saw that 
Broti was wavering, and was nlore than half con- 
vinced. He had great hopes therefore of his con- 
version, which, in effect, occurred a few months later, 
to the great delight of the prince. Francis then set 
out on his return to the Chablais, carrying with 
hin1 the increased esteem of his sovereign. 
Almost in1nlediately on his arrival at Annecy, lIe 
was seized with fever, and he who was 1110re solicitous 
for the welfare of the people of Thonon than for his 
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own lif
, recommendell his dear flock to tIIC care of 
Father Cherubino, and then resigned himself with 
aU patience to his sufferings, exhibiting the resigna- 
tion of a 
aint. The complaint gained ground daily, 
and his life was dc:-;paircd ot
 to the immense regret 
of the Catholics of Thonon, who well knew that they 
were thc innocent cau
l' of his illne

, and that it 
had been brought on hy his over exertions for their 
welfare and thcir conversion. The Bishop was 
absent from the city at the time, and when the 
news reacheù him, it so far distressed him, that llC 
likewise fell ill. But God, who dcstincd hin1 to do 
still greater tbinga for lIi
 glory, soon restored him 
t(\ health and strength, and this at the very time 
when the plague began its ravnges in ::;avoy. lIe 
nt once began to devote hinlscU: together with the 
Father Guardian of the Capuchins, to the service 
of the I)estiterous, to the eviùent risk of his 0" n 
life. 
The 
:)fiint seems to Iun g e been impelled by strong 
nlOtives of charity to undertake this work. " It is 
only reasonable," said he, "that I should luu::ten 
t11ere where necessity is most pressing. In tIle 
Chablais I know there are nIany person
 ['Ir more 
competent than rny
elf to convert heretics; I can 
therefore easily be dispensed with there; but the 
plague-stricken are in great danger of being for:-:aken 
by everyone; the fear inspired by this scourge, 
makes strange impressions on the minds of men, 
insomuch that parent3 forsake their children, hus- 
bands their wives, and what is still worse, pastors 
abandon their flocks, in consequence of which the 
latter die without sacraments, deprived of tbose helps 
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appointed by God to facilitate their passage to a 
blessed eteluity." I-Ie considered, too, that it is but 
seldon1 that we have the opportunity of practising 
wholly disinterested charity, and, consequently, that 
it was his duty to embrace the present opportunity; 
since life is but of little importance, whilst dying 
well is of the utmost consequence. He likewise 
recalled to mind the sayings and the examples of the 
saints, n10re especially the fresh remembrance of 
what the holy Cardinal Borromeo had done for the 
1\Iilanese, who, being satisfied that it was a work of 
perfection to assist the pestiferous, needed no further 
reasons to oblige himself to stay at l\Iilan, and serve 
thmn with his own hands. 
When the good Bishop of Geneva became aware 
of the Saint's determination, he resolved to defeat it, 
well knowing how necessary his life was to the wel- 
fare of the diocese, and his presence to the province 
of the Chablais; urged by the love of a father for so 
dear a son, he made use of his authority as bishop, 
and gave him precise orders to join hin1 immediately 
at Annecy. Francis, convinced that he was obeying 
God when he complied with the will of his supe- 
riors, and that he could never succeed in any under- 
taking prescribed by himself, without special voca- 
tion, went to the bishop, and eXplained to hin1 the 
1110tives which induced hi:n to dedicate himself to 
the service of the pestiferous; but when he saw that 
his prelate disapproved of them, he submitted at 
once, and in obedience to his orders returned to 
'Thonon, where he was received as an angel of the 
Lord. And we may here remark that such was the 
invariable conduct of the Saint, never did be adhere 
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tu hi
 0', n opinions, dcemin rr it oh...tilUwy to oppu'c 
om.>sclf to the will of ""lIpcriors. Certainly nothing 
can Le more c.lan:!crllus thun to pC1'si
t in the par h 
we have cho
('n f
H' ollr
elvè', and uml,'l' the pretext 
of 
Tl'atcr perfection to "ithdruw frolU obcllicncc awl 
the kllo\\ n "ill of supcriors; llevcrthelc
-;, it ...ome- 
timc:) happcns tlmt we imagine ourselves calh
\l upon 
t,,, do t hiug..:, whell in rl'uIity the vocation ollly pro- 
ceeds from our own will 0.11<1 fëlncy. This is 11 dun- 
g(>r.)u:- illusion, wllÏcla (,ften ùn.mng
 onr uwn nnd 
othcr:=.' souls, destroying the fruit of thc mo
t holy 
enterpri
es. 
HI>fore the bi\int returned to Thonon, n cprtain 
Gencyc;:)c theologian, who had venturcd to di:-pute 
with Father Chcrubin, took hilll:-elf aU'; fur. hav- 
in3 bcen con\'ÏnceJ hy the Capuchin, he thoug-ht it 
bc:--t to avoid ß. mccting with the Provost, who was 
look cd up'Jn as 3 still IlltJl'C able cIHltrl)vcr:-.ialist. 
This lli
ht prcjudiced the Calvinist Cilu...e, and many 
cUllver:-iun5 were the cun:-l"luence of it, 
\mong:,t 
other
, that of Ferùinanù Bou vicr de
er\'e:; special 
notice; he bdongcd to the Pays de Vaud, but re..;iùcù 
at 'Ihonon. lIc had reaù the work against the ){355 
written by )lornay, and took it to Francis, to 
ee 
whether he could answer it. Not finding him at 
home, he left the book upon the t
lble, luarking 
some of the leaycs where he thou
ht the al'gu- 
nlents most unan
weraLle, The 
aint 
oon retnrne(l, 
and imnlcdiatcly bC";ln to eX.\.llline the bo )k, from 
which he tore five or six leaves filled with the 
11l0st horrible Lla:-"'pIH_'mie;;; the gentleman took 
an early opportunity of calling again, when Franci:3 
apoloò ised for having so ill-u
ed the book, and 
'uL. 1.-.":1 
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assured hin1 that he was ready to show him that not 
a single page in it was free from f
l.lsehood, as in fact 
he did, and then proved the truths of Catholicity Sù 
clearly, that the heretic was convinced; he asked 
for time, however, to write to the n1Ïnisters of 
Geneva to see whether they could defend 1\10rnay. 
but finding that none of them could invalidate the 
Provost's arguments, he promised to make his abju- 
:ration, which he afterwards did, with abundance of 
tears, in the hands of the Bishop. 
...L\.bout this time a furious storm was raised against 
Father St. Esprit, the Capllchin. lIe happened to 
hear a sermon somewhere out of town, delivered by 
Viret, amI as the btter qaitted the church, the 
father asked him for the proofs of some of the asser- 
tions nlade in the sermon. As usual with those 
Calvinist ministers, Viret's only answer was a volley 
of abuse, which obliged the father to speak somewhat 
in a high tone. This enraged the congregation, just 
then issuing from the service, who threatened to put 
an end to him, and one, lTIOre audacious than the 
rest, called him a hypocrite, violently seized him and 
separated hitn from the minister; even the women 
took up stones to pelt him. Fortunately, at this 
very m0111ent the Provost came up, and by the iU1- 
posing majesty of his countenance, arrested the fury 
of the people, and then, by the gentleness of his 
expostulations, he appeased them; he reminded them 
that he had been sent there by the prince to preach 
and to argue, but that they were seriously dalnag- 
ing their own cause by having recourse to stones in- 
stead of argument. lIe thus rescued the good 
father frOlll his danger, but he private1y advised 
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J)im 11('\"('1' a
ain to u:-:(' hitter and cutting expres- 
sions. The ::Saint himself wa3 eo cautiou:; in thi
 
particular. that he never rai::l'd hi::; ,"oict', and ncver 
('mploJl'd nn injnriou.;; epithet; once only did he 
in the artlour of preaching', apply an opprobriouq 
term !o Calvin, to the a
tonishm('nt of his bcarers, 
who hu(} never known such another instance; and 
he deeply regretted it, although he had uUl>re(] it 
without any extraorùinary emotion; imitating in 
this fl>"pect, those two great lights of the Church. 
.Augustin anù Thomas, who f:parerl the erring, whiht 
they sedulously endeavoure,l to confute thcir error
. 
There \, ere some religiou
, who, 
et'il1g hin1 so 
conlposcd in the very height of di
pntation, fimcic(l 
him but ill calculated to hring ahout the convcf3ion 
of heretic
, as if abu
e amI incivility were more con- 
yincing than argument; but it is doubtful to TIle, 
whcther tlwy ever con,'crted as many as the 
aint, 
who, when repro,'ed fi.)r his over gentlenec:s, used to 
allege as his :,ole excuse, that he had nevcr enl- 
ploJed in,.ectives without regretting it. Experience 
had taught him that his mode of procecùing suc- 
ccelled best, for having to deal with self-opinionated 
and proud people, he knew they could not bear con- 
tempt, and were even unwilling not to be made 
much of; that little was to be done, unless their 
good will could be gained; that the example of Jesus 
Christ, so n1ild, so humble, and so patient, taught 
hin1 to act as he did; find that it was bettcr to 
employ the time in expounding the truths of re- 
ligion, th.1n in confuting the falsehoods of heresy, 
concluding that men are always more willing to be 
led by loye and charity, than by 
c\"erity and rigour. 
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Now, as IJe was a perfect imitator of onr Blessed 
Lord, so did lIe deign tù confer on hinl the power of 
,,'orking miracles; just at this time he raised a dead 
child to life-the case was as follows: lIe had been 
long endeavouring to convert a lady who was very 
obstinate in heresy, and one day 11e happened to 
l11eet her \vhen she was almost distracted with crriet 
a 
on account of the death of an infant son. lIeI' grief 
was materially aggravated by the fact of the child's 
having died without baptism, which she herself had 
unfortunately deferred. 
t\s the lllisfortune was 
irremediable, she was inconsolable, and was actually 
giving the necessary directions for the funeral, when 
she 111et the Saint, the univers}ll consoleI' of the 
afflicteù. She threw herself at his feet, conjuring 
hirn to help her, and promising to becOlne a Catholic 
if l)e would recall her son to life, even were it 
only for time sufficient to aùminister baptism. The 
Saint accepted the condition, and ilnpelled by his 
zeal for souls, he prayed .30 fervently that God co: 
descended to his desires. The child returned to life, 
was baptised, and survived two days; the reader 11lay 
easily guess what llluSt have been the consolation of 
the parents, who, in gratitude to God, hecmne Ca- 
tholics; nlany eye-witnesses of the n1Îracle were like- 
wise converted. Father Cherubin announced the 
fact from the pulpit. 
This was but another instance of the verification 
of our Saviolu's words, that they who trust and 
l1Rve faith in Hinl, shall work wonders like unto 
I-Iis, in testimony of the truths of religion-miracles 
being the letters-of-credit which He gives to those 
w horn lIe destines to the conversion of infidels. 
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ST. Flt.\NCI
 of t)ales was fully cOll\'inced that 
tho:)c ccclesiasticul ceremonies which do such honuur 
t.> the Jnaje
ty of (;UlI, arc also most dlicaciuus in 
uHwind the hearts of men, especially of heretic" whu 
ha,'e nuthing of the 
ort tu gi\ e outwarJ ex.prcs:>iùn 
to their f
lith. .\fter con
ultin
 IIis colleagul's anù 
ùbtainin
 their approbation, IIp ùl'cmell it advi:-able 
to [lppoint the devotiun of the (luarant' orc, anù h3.\'e 
it celehrated twice a year nt Thonon. hoping thus to 
repair in som
 dl>gree the in:,ults of,,'ered to the ado- 
rahle 
acralllent, und aho to give the Cal vinbts an 
opportunity of allmiring (if nuthing more) the beau- 
tiful orJer ob
ern
d in the functions of the Cburch. 
The Bishop of Gew
va approved of the idea, and it 
was carried into effect with great solemnity and 
nlagnificence. .A') IlUlny as fc.)}"ty proces:,ions from 
different places, \\ cnt to do homa 6 e to our Lord 
in the BlesseJ Sacrament, which was exposed 
in the Church of St. IIyppolitus. ,r 
 may ill- 
ngine how yast must 1la\-c been the concourse ûf 
people, since all the
e proce
sion::; were in adùition to 
the u
unl congregation. There "-erc pious plays to 
grn tify the people, Lesidf's a 
erm()n eycry hour, 
sometimes in the c1ni]'ch nnd EOnJl times in the 
stred.., and placc
 "here the procession haIted. 



326 


S. Fl
ANCIS DE SALES. 


Prayers, alms, confessions, communions, and recon- 
ciliations were without number; and what was still 
better, upwards of nine hundred persons abjured 
hereõy, and were admitted to the fold of Christ. 
The Duke was at this tÏ111e in Savoy, and wishing 
to assist at the ceremony, would gladly have had it 
deferred; but as it had been fixed, and the invita- 
tions given for the twentieth of September, it was 
deemed expedient to continue it on his arrival, rather 
than fail in the appointment. His llighness had 
crossed the mountains to 11leet the Cardinal di 
l\Iedicis at Thonon, who was returning from France, 
whither he had gone as legate à latere. After ten 
years of war and strife, peace was concluded by the 
treaty of Vervins. The Duke of Savoy was likewise 
included in the peace, but the question of the resti- 
tution of the l\Iarquisate of Saluzzo was undecided. 
The Duke occupied it during the turmoils of France, 
to prevent the heretics fr0111 getting possession of it, 
who would then have had every facility for infesting 
his states, besides which, he had other claims to it. 
The decision, within a year, was submitted to the 
Pope, who was to decide to which of the two princes 
it ðhould be ceded. Policy therefore warned the 
Duke to show all honour to the J..JCgate, to render 
lliln favourable to his pretensions upon the marqui- 
sate, not doubting but that IIis Holiness would be 
influenced by the opinion of the Cardinal. 
The Duke, therefore, went to greet him on the 
confines of his states, and then to give him the 
rneeting at Thonon. And here we lllay admire 
Divine Providence, which directed various events 
to the glory of our Saint, and for the general con- 
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yersion of the Chablai
, much promoted hy the meet- 
ing of these two illustriou::, personages; for had it not 
been frunl a ft'ar of the contngion "hich then prc- 
,"ailed in SU\Ooy, the leóate would not have pn.


d 
t
ll.ough Thonon, nor would the Duke havc made 
o 
l'Jn:; a sojourn there. The latter arrived jU3t at the 
c()llclusion of the" quarnnt' ore;" his prc
ence "fis 
u terrihle hlow to the heretics, who had been lh\ttcr- 
ing th(,Ill
t:'I\'('s that somethin rr or other \\Ollid occur 
to prevent his coming, hut when they re
dly saw 
him, they were pretty :,ure of wlmt would fullow; 
t heir first audience confirmed their aprrelH'nsions, 
fur he showed him!'clf as courteous to the Catholics 
as he was cold and resenocd towards the Calvinists. 
The Dut.e imnJeJiatcly turned his thoughts to 8 
rppetition of the "qunrant' ore," a
 a pleasin rr re- 
cpption to the Cardinal. find he gave orders for the 
decoration of the church of St. ...\ugn:--tin, where 
the procession was to commence, anù that of St. 
I [yppolitu
, where the solemn function was to take 
plnce. The best painters in Italy were employed. 
and all his nlOst valuable effècts were contributed 
towartls tlwir emhelli:-Iunent. Triumphal arches 
were erected at the gates, and in the puhlic places 
through which the ll'gate had to pa

, and the city 
palace was magnificently prepared for his reception. 
On being informed by a courier that the legate 
was approaching b.'\Yoy, His Highness entered a 
l)(}at and sailed up the Rhone, to meet him on the 
ycry borders of his dominions; and after welcoming 
and complimenting hun, the Duke returned to 
Thonon by a shorter road than the Cardinal, intend- 
ing to give him a public entry into the city on the 
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following day, wl1Ìch was the last of September. 
First went fdrth the clergy, with the Bishop of 
Geneva at their head. accompanied by several other 
bishops of Savoy and Dallphiny, who advanced as 
far as a league f1'0111 1"honon; they were followed by 
the Duke, with his court, his guardR, and all the 
flower of the Savoyard nobility. Having nlet and 
saluted him, he conducted hinl in the first place to 
the church of St. IIyppolitus. After spending a long 
time in prayer, he was taken to the palace where he 
was to lodge, but he went thither through the most 
private streets, requesting Hi!b Highness to permit 
him to retire without pomp, as he wi
hed his firòt 
passage under the triun1phal arches to be nlade when 
he was following the Blessed Sacranlent, as indeed 
it was fitting that it should be carried in triumph 
through a city fr0111 whence it had for so many years 
been banished. 
\Yhen the legate reached his apartments, 11e 
received all the City deputations; but the Duke, 
who was al ways at his side, perceiving that Francis 
kept himself quite behind all the courtiers, atepped 
forward, and taking him by the hand, led hÏ1u to 
the Cardinal, and presenting him, said, "1\ly Lord, 
I present you the apostle of the Chablais; in him 
you behold a man hlessed by God, and sent to us hy 
IH'aven. Inflamed \yith zeal for the salvation of 
souls, he was the first to come and sow the word of 
God in these provinces. At the risk of his life he 
has planted crosses and re-established the faith 
here, fi'om wIll'nce it had been so long banished. It 
I have used the sword of secular power to secoud 
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Iii" enterpri
{'
, it cannot be deni{',l hut that nIl 
the honour of the go()(l work is lIne t() him." 
'I'l)(, InH}} l)le J.'nlllcis knelt, ond lwnt forworù to 
kis..; the bonkr of the legn.te's r(,lw; hut Ill' preven- 
ted this, unù rai
ing l.im, unbrm."l'd him, :-aying 
that lw wn:o\ nlrea'1y uw.'n
 of hi
 merit:", nnd wos 
ohliged to hinl for his 7.pul. I Ie e
hort{'d l.im to 1)1'1'- 
severe in the good wurk, assuring him that he would 
take care (as he "as in ùuty buund) to infi.,rm the 
Pope of ull that he ha(l done. The ::;aint replied in 
tprms of Fuch extl'l'me moùe...ty, as to render himself 
still more e
tillluble to the Ca.rdinal. An these 
hOl1ours overwhclnH'd the 
aint ,\ ith confusion; but 
were like ùug-gers to hi... enl'mie
 the Ilugucnot
; 
who nc\ er expected that the Duke could tlnIs 
fu\'our and dist;n3uish one who was the ol)jcct of 
thcir hatred and env r. 
The rc;)t of the day was spent in lnnking the 
J1CCes
fil'Y preparati'Hls fur the proces
ion which was 
to open the "quarant' ore;" and which was to 
take place the next day, at the expense of the Duke. 
On tIle followin
 morning the Duke repaireJ to the 
Carùinal's lodging. and c01111ucted 1.ïnl to the church; 
whpre in his p(,lltifical dr('

, and with his mitre on 
his head, he recei,,-ed the ubjunltion of Peter Lepetit, 
a Cnh.inist minister, nnd of sc\'ernl other distin- 

ui
hed personages, who had been converted by the 

aint, Lut "hose pul)lic reception into the Church 
harl l)('en purposdy dt>layed for this solemn occasion. 
l,l'petit di
cour
ed f<:)r a whole hour, giving the 
nlutives which had induced him to renuunce Calvin- 
i:...m find l:llIbrnce Catholicity 
 when tbe ab,;olution 
was gi\'cn, two choirs of lllU:::.ic gave out a 
01en1n 
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thanlo:giving; then the bishop sang l\Iass. after 
which the procession of the Blessed Sacrament was 
formed; the canopy being horne by the Duke 01 
Savoy, Prince Anladeus of :5avoy, and two ambassa- 
òors from Friburg. The Blessed Sacrament was 
followed by the legate, the nuncio, and three bishops 
with their respective retinues; all carrying lighted 
tapers, and accompanied by an immense concourse 
of people, many attracted by devotion, and no small 
number by curiosity. After the procession, of 
,,-hich it would be ilnpossible to describe the mag- 
nificence, Father Cherubin preacl1ed; and durÍpg 
the three days that the devotion lasted, our Saint 
delivered ten sermons. The next day, the Du:ke 
and his whole court communicated. TowaI'ds 
evening the Confraternity of the 1110St Blessed 
Sacrament proceeded frOln the church, carrying a 
large wooden cross, to a country-place where there 
had fornled y been a very handsOlne cross, and 
erected it in presence of the Duke, the bishops and 
the Saint, mnidst the exhilarating strains of a fine 
band of music. The Duke hinlself would assist in 
erecting it; he ]\.nelt down on the ground, kissed it, 
and threw his arms round it with tender devotion, 
to the great edification of all the spectators. 
It would be difficult to describe the annoyance of 
the heretics, as they witnessed the progress of Ca- 
tholicity. They knew nothing of cardinals and 
bishops, except from the caricatures drawn by their 
n1Ìnisters, and the calumnies which they invented 
against them; but when they saw the n10desty and 
piety of the legate, the bishops and their suites, they 
Were excessively lllortified; more especiaIIy as, pre- 



S. Fn \
CIS DE SALES. 


331 


vious to the legate's arrival, the enclnics of the 
Church had publicly Ilnl10unccd that his pomp, 
luxury, find delicacy would clcarly rcveal him to Ù
 
ß, true ministcr of antichri
t. But he, though 
fatigucd by a long jnurlll'Y, a:"}:)i:"}ted at all the prayers 
by dny and night, a-; well a
 at th(
 Sl'rmons; \\ as 
ever ready to rcceive the ahjuration of 11l'retic"', òis- 
tributed anundant film3, and employed his illfluence 
in obtaining t
LVours from the Duke tor meritorious 
persons, Ilnù the likc. The culumni.s wcrc but too 
well confuted; for all who approached him t
)und 
him nl ways occupied in lnatters of piety, or heneficial 
to his neighbour, not allowing himself 0. single mo- 
nlent tl)r recrcation. 
Francis had exp 
ct 'd that the legate would spend 
some time in 1'honon; but "as informed that he 
wuuld quit at the conclusion of the quarant' orc. 
Deeming hi
 prc:)cnce and authority nece
:-ary for the 
rc-c
tablishment of the faith, he went to him, and in 
the n3lue of the Church in the Chablais, entreated him 
to prolong his stay at Thonon at least :fi)r 0. few days 
lllUre; but the cardinal, who had received exprc:,s 
orùers from the Pope to hastcn his return to Home, 
wus unable to grati(y the holy man. lIe told him, 
however, that he need not be unea
y, since the 
prince was so extremely well-intentioned; adding, 
that having recommended the affair to his IIighness 
nnd the nuncio, he hoped to be more useful to him 
at Rome than at Thonon, especially as there were 
se\'(
ral matters requiring the concurrence of his 
IIoliness. 
Ueconducted with the 
ame honours as haò marked 
IlÌs arrival, he took his departure on the day pre- 
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fixed, after having warmly recOlllmenc1ed the affairs 
ùf re1i3it)n; the issue proved how advantageous the 
S:.tint's precaution was, when he asked 11im to speak 
in Lelwlf of the Catholic cause. 


CIL-\ PTER XXVII. 


FRASC'lS EEFOltE THE PRIVY COUXCIL. 


A.F1'ER the legate's departure, the ambassadors 
from Friburg were admitted to an audience with the 
Duke. They had no further commission than that 
of complimenting his Highness in the name of their 
can tons, on the gratifying progress of the faith in the 
Chablais, and to exhort hÏIll to complete a work so 
honourable to the zeal of a great prince. But when 
the ambassadors from Bprne and the d epu ties [1'01n 
Geneva were introJuced in their turn, they nlade 
very different propositions. They began on some 
unimportant topics, under pretext of which they had 
be
n aJmitted; out soon began to harangue with 
great warmth in favour of liberty of conscience, en- 
treating the Duke to adhere to the treaty of .Kyon, 
and to give them a predse answer, saying that tht'Y 
were orJereJ by their superiors to ascertain his real 
intentions. The Duke answereJ that he had no 
intention of leaving Thouon, without first regulating 
the affairs of religion; Lut that he had yet to con:;ult 
his conncil upon the suhject; after which he as:;ured 
theln he would lp.t th81n know his determination. 
..I:\t the termination of the audience he asseluLled his 
councillors, arnongst whom he would have Francis 
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of SaIl's to take n scnt. Jfp stated his mntivc fur 
slunmonin3 tlwm, ag well as the rl"qUl.....t of the 
nmb:ls
IHlor
; fin I then nppPIlI('(1 to thcir jUtl
lIlent, 
as tù what would be mu=-,t e
p('r1ient in su('l. circum- 
stalH.'l'
. Opinions \\,,('re ùivi(l(.d on the 
ulJjc
t, hut 
the llujt>rity recommen,led that afTà:r.-) shoul,} remain 
in their prc..;ent st:lte, in onll'r not to exa-;pernh' tlw 

wi..;s at n. ml)ment when the French arllIs Jl1i..!'11t be 
directed against ::;aVo)r, on account of the lllanplÍsute 
of ::5ùluzzo. Tlwy advised his IIighncss t,) po..;tpone 
thc execution of his plans, and to continue labouring 
in the conver::;ion of the Calvinists by the u'Sc of the 
same men.n
 whi('h have hitherto sl1r>ceeded; then no 
onc would luwc any rc:.l:--on to complain, whil,t, more 
or Ics3, the ohject would he gaine(l, nlOH' slowly it 
is truP, but, at the 
ame timc, lnore safely. 
The Saint's opinion W:.l
 diametrically oppo.::it() to 
thi
, which he contested with much virncity. As 
soon as the Duke luat1c hinl n. sign to spl'ak, he 

trongly represented that uniformity of hplief was 
the best support of thc 
tatc; and this n10re c'pc- 
cially when Calvinism was in question, the princi- 
ples of which arc far tì'om in
piring those sentiments 
of re
pect and fidelity which are due fronl subjects 
to their soyereign. lIe aelded, that this heresy, 
unlike son1e other
, is not satisficd with impugning 
some speculative point of hlith, leaving its founda- 
tions, it:; n1oral
, and politie
 in t:.l.C t ; on the con- 
trary, Calvini:,m upsets everything, respecting the 
authority of sovereigns little JllOre than that of the 
Church; hence it is but seldom that it relJcls against 
the latter without ri:;ing again
t the former. For a 
proof of this they had only to look at the republic- 
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anlSln of the Low Countries, and in Scotland the 
authority of the sovereign was all but annihilated. 
Attempts to the same effect were Inaùe in England, 
whilst the deumnd of N antes had done little less 
than establish a republic in the midùle of a king- 
dom, where the royal authority had ever been par- 
ticularly respected, until heresy had insinuated 
itself there. "But," continued he, "without look- 
ing to distant countries for confirmation of my asser- 
tions, you need only to cast your eye on Geneva and the 
Chablais to comprehend what Huguenots are capable 
of. You may still see the devastating effects of t.heir 
revolt." lIence he inferred that it was risking all if 
they were tolerated, and nothing if they were banished. 
A Catholic sovereign is always looked upon by thenl 
as the enemy of their sect, therefore he is always 
odious to them; and they are ever ready to league 
with his enenlÏes, in order to secure their protection 
on every occasion. It was eviùent that heresy is a 
monster which is never submissive, except when it 
is depressed and humbled. They need not fear 
that the people would abandon their homes and 
property to go and Ì1nplore SUCCOUl' in foreign lands; 
but that even if a few should do so, they would 
soon return and appeal to the clemency of their 
prince. Finally, he said, that after what had been 
done, it would be hazardous either to retreat, or to 
stand still, because the heretics would ascribe this 
to want of courage, and would lead then1 to under- 
value the authority of the sovereign; nay, it would 
encourage them to usurp authority then1selves, and 
call in the aid of the Swiss and Genevese. It was 
therefure expeùient to let then1 know that they 
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nlight hope for eycrytl1ing Ù'OIU his own goodm ,
, 
not from those strange illtercc;:,..ions, on which tlwy 
declared their hopes to be grounded. 
t)o far the b.\int had only adduced political mo- 
tive
, anu, as it were, 8gain
t his will, in r 'ply to 
tll(J:;e who recommended other In('nsure
; Lut, filled 
as his heart was with a sincere picty, \\ hich shone 
through all his actions, he endcd his IH.1tlres::. hy tell- 
ing the Duke that when the interests of God were 
in question, 
ollle reliance wai to be placed in Pro,.i- 
dence; that if Constantine, Theodosins, anù other 
princes \\ ho had expelled iJubtry from their 
tates, 
had alway"s listened to the dictates of human pru- 
dence and worlJly policy, paganism 8mI infidelity 
would still reign, instead of bcing little more than 
known by name; that, it is God ,\ ho supports alld 
establishes thrones, und when the sovereigna who fin 
them, employ their power in nmking J Iim reign in 
the hearts of their subjects, lIe "ould in return 
pour blcssing3 on their l..ingJoms, tlnls recumpens- 
ing their zeal for the propagation of religion. 
The holy man, perceiving that some of the coun- 
cillors were still unwilling to yield, and were mut- 
tering that the country ought to be left to the min- 
Ï:;ters, as stipulated by the treaty of X yon. Instead 
of exasperating them, he turned to the duke', awl 
with a holy" freedonl said alouù, " )Io
t serene prillcc, 
if you leave the Calvinist 1l1Ïni5ters in posscs:;ion of 
the:3e provinces, you hazard the lo:;s both of your 
kingdom here below, and of heaven above; and a 
hand's breadth of the latter is worth luore than all 
the kingdoms of the world; these preachers were 
ouly suffered to remain provisionally, therefore you 
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are not bound to retain them; t11Pre can 1)e no con- 
yenti011 between Christ and Belial. " The Duke had 
li
tened attentively to the whole of his address, and, 
struck by the bst worJs, exclaimeLl, "It is settled: 
let no one say another word to 111e on this SUbjèct." 
lIe dismissed the council, acceding to the request of 
the Sùint, and decreeing the expulsion of the nlÏnis- 
te1'5 frOln his dOluinions; that the Calvinists should 
be deprived of all charges and dignities; that an 
exact examination should be Inac1e of the ecclesias- 
tical benefiees and revenues usurped by the heretics, 
aud HOW unjustly possessed by theIn, that they n1Ïght 
be restored alhl applieJ. to the maintenance of 
Catholic pa
tors anLl missionaries, the restora.tion of 
churches, and the foundation of a college for the 
J esnits at Thonon; amI lastly, that the Catholic 
religion should be the only one publicly exerci3ed 
in the Chablais and the ßaili wicks. Some of the 
councill'Jrs repre.;;ented that this would nl)t bp c:trried 
into execution without strife; but the Duke, who 
had given his promise to the legate, was resolute, 
and signified as ll1uch to the ambassaùors, relninding 
them that as the Bernese, when in occnpation of the 
country, had, by the exercise of absolute power, 
compelled the people to en1brace the new doctrines; 
so he, their lawful prince, having recovered his pos- 
sessions, was re:solveJ to restore them to the Catholic 
faith. The deputies frOin Berne had not expected 
such a blow; they resolved, nevertheless,. to reÚst it 
by reply. Being invited to dine with the Duke, they 
renewel their entreaties that Inatters n1ight be left 
in their actual state; hut finding this to no purpose, 
they fell back upon the treaty of !\ yon, and re- 
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queRte<l thnt they Inight retain at lcaç;t three of 
their minish'rs. The Dilke answered that thouMh 
tIll' t!'eaty was but provisional, he "ould conscnt to 
thcir wi
h, providcd three Catholic prie:,ts were 
rl'
ein:'d at Berne; this nppeured the worst alterllu- 
ti\ e of the t\\ 0, they therefore hastily dep
1fte(J, 
that they might not witnc
s what tlll'Y furc
aw 
would be done to the prejudice of their misnumcd 
reform. 


CIL\PTEH XXYIIT. 


TIlE DFCnEF.
 CArWIFD I
TO Ef'FECT-cmn.ER
IO
S IN 
CO
SEQC'EXCE. LAHOl"US OF Sf. FRANCIS OF 
.\LE
 
CO='TIXl'EI>. 


To carry out his intentions in favour of religion, 
the 1 >uke gave orders that all the her
tics should 
Ineet h1n1 the following day at the palace, and there 
lparn his will upon the suhject. ..c\.t the hour 
appointed, he n1a.rle his appearance, accompani
d by 
his guards, the regiment of )Iartinengo being mean- 
while po
ted in the square and at the gate.
, to 
repress all disturbance, whilst the rest of the troops 
fùrmeù a double file occupying the road from the 
Duke's lodging to the city palace. These precau- 
tions terrified the Calvinists, who at once fore
aw 
that the Duke could have recourse to rigour if he 
found it necessary, but they llad no idea of his real 
object. If the comnlOn people were thus awed, the 
higher classes already as
clUhled in the palace were 
yet more astounded. I lis IIighness n1ade a sign for 
silence, and tll(
n informed them that though he might 
VOL I.-..::
. 
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at once use authority to recall them t.o the obedience 
of the Church, from which they had been driven by 
the violence and threats of the Bernese, it had been his 
object to employ mildness and benignity; therefore, 
for the Im;t four years he had left them to preaching, 
conferences, and the exhortations of excellent ecclesi- 
astics, of whom the Provost of Sales there present de- 
served the chief glory, as being the most distinguish- 
ed of them all: that it was gratifying to hinl to 
know that gentleness and persuasion had been used to 
win their good will, and convince their intellects- 
anxious as he was to devise such measures as would 
contribute to their greatest advantage-that they 
had been exhorted in public and in private, not 
without great profit, seeing that the majority had 
already réturned to the bosom of the Church; but 
as there were still some few who remained deaf to 
the voice of their mother the Church, and of their 
sovereign who loved thelTI as a father, and who, by 
not following the example of the rest, were ruining 
themselves both for time and eternity, he declared 
that he would no longer tolerate 5uch obdurate cha- 
racters in his states; their very obstinacy proclaim- 
ing them the enen1Ïes of God, of the Church" and 
the sovereign; that he had allowed them full time 
to consider what they ought to do, and he now 
desired that the good should be separated from the 
bad. Let those who were willing to embrace the 
religion of their prince pass on to the right side, 
whilst those who persisted in remaining as they 
were, were to pass over to tbe left. 
The Duke then Ctased speaking, to allow the 
people time to make their choice. Francis and son1e 
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other Catholics endeavoured to convince the here- 
tics that their best intcr
sts in every" ny suggested 
compliance with the recommendation of the Duke; 
their words were so etlìcacious, f.:,pcciully those of 
the t>aint, tlwt a very small number remaincd at 
the left hand, though two or three of thé JllOst òis- 
tingni:;hed were Hmongst tlll'm. Then the I >uke, 
turning to thoc;;e who were at his fight hand, accost- 
ed them in such terms of affability as comp1ctely 
gained thenl; he told t11eD1 that he lookeù upon 
them henceforth aC\ his good anù f.'1ithful subjects; 
that his regurù tor them would oblige ]lim to grant 
any favours they might ask. lIe next addressed 
himself to the contunlacious thus: "
ince you dare 
to declare yourselves in my pre
encc, the enemic') 
not only of mJself, but of Goll, begone I quit my 
states, without a hope of ever re-entering them. I 
dC5poil you of your charges find dignities; I had 
rather be without subjects than have such as you, 
\\"1)0111 I should always have reason to di
tru:;t." lIe 
then made n sign to his guards, who ordered them 
out of the audience-chanlùer. lIe, moreover, desired 
that his determination should be committed to writ- 
ing, and an edict for it to be drawn up. lIe com- 
n1Ïssioned, under letters patent, his attorney-gene- 
ral to visi tall the churches of the Chablais, and to take 
a general inventory of all the ecclesiastical benefices 
and revenues that had belonged to then1 primi to the 
rebellion, giving also strict injunctions that the
e 
revenues should be empJoyed according to the will 
of the Bi:shop, the Provost, and the dean of Geneva. 
Francis, the dean, and the gOyernnlent official, set 
out at once, and soDa returned with the necessary 
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documents, from whence it appeared that tl1ere 
were formerly upwards of seventy parish churches 
in the Chablais, besides monasteries, chapels, colleges 
and hospitals. The holy nlan devoted himself with 
such ardour to the enterprise, combining such vigi- 
lance with such indefatigable toil, as seen1 to have 
been really superhuman; and such as clearly to 
show that the finger of God was there. The Duke 
insisted upon the provisional restitution of ecclesi- 
astical property, intending to send Francis to Rome 
later, to obtain from His Holiness the confirmation 
of his arrangements. The dean Claude d' Ange- 
ville was appointed economist-general of all the 
churches of the Chablais and Ternier. since the 
Provost was not always destined to remain there. 
In the course of the afternoon, Francis, (who had 
requested the Duke to allow the obstinate ones a 
little more time,) brought over the greater number 
of them, but the rest, including l\Iessrs. de Brote, 
Joli, and de Prez, crossed the lake and withdrew to 
Nyon. But it is much easier to meet a ready griev- 
ance than to submit" to the privations of a long 
exile. The banished men expected that the Bernese 
,vouid take up arms at their request, anà so re-es- 
tabli3h Calvinism in the Chablais; but they soon 
perceived that nothing of the sort was intended; 
moreover, they felt that they were burdensome to 
their) hosts, and accordingly wrote to Francis, 
entreating him to obtain permission for their re- 
turn. In hopes of being able to convert them, the 
holy man obtained safe-passports for them from His 
Highness, who could refuse him nothing. As soon 


. 
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as they returned he Legan to confer \\ ith them, and 
had the satisfactioll of converting thcm. 
Dc Brotf\ who was determined to have no cau
e 
for after-
clf-reproach, showed the argumcnts em- 
pluyed by r'rtlllcis to La :Fay of Geneva, who was so 
little able to controvert thcm, that De Brote fOUlH.l 
no di1ficulty then in abjuring Calvinism, more c:o:pe- 
dally after La :Fay admitted that salvation \\0.15 
attainable in the Catholic Church. 
After the abjuration, he and his companions were 
very favour ably received by the Duke, who rejoiced 
exceedingly at seeing that province with the three 
bailiwicks entirely restored to the Church; Juost 
anxiously did he endeavour to maintain them in this 
good state, providing all that was neces
ary to this 
eflèct. The out-posts were well garrisoned to pro- 
tect them against the emi
saries of Geneva; he in- 
si
ted on the restoration of the parish churches, and 
the re
titution of the bells belonging to them, which 
had been removed to the fortress of All inges; and 
he provided for the nmintenance of pastors and mis- 
sionaries; he regulated the distribution of alms, to 
take place frOIn time to time, prohibited the circula. 
tion of heretical works, ordered that festivals should 
be ob
erved, as well as the fasts prescribed by the 
Church; he expressly desired the governors and 
magistrates to second the bishop, and not to permit 
the public profession of any other religion but the 
Catholic, taking care to punish delinquents. In fine, 
the fifteen artides which Francis had presented to 
him, were 
igned by him on the 12th of November, 
thus signalizing the zeal and piety 01' his noble 
heart. 
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But nothing contributed more towards the re-estab- 
lishment of Catholicity than his own regularity of 
conduct, and the striking example of piety which he 
gave during his six weeks residence at Thonon. 
He assisted at all the public prayers with a modest 
recollection that edified the nlost embittered. He 
confessed and comlnunicated several times with great 
devotion. He distributed copious alms, so judi- 
ciously, that the province long felt the beneficial 
effects thereof. In a word, he proved that politics, 
when combined with piety, can effect what they 
please. That the Catholic religion was peacefully 
re-established in the Chablais, was, under God, 
owing no doubt to St. Francis of Sales, who under- 
went such immense labours in order to effect it. 
Notwithstanding this, no small share of the glory of 
this good work is due to the Duke, WhOll1 the Saint 
highly extols in his preface to the "Introduction to 
a Devout Life;" in the dedication of his "Standard 
of the Cross;" and in the second epistle of the first 
book of it; commendations of great weight, because, 
as we read in a manuscript containing his homilies, 
'præclarum est a laudato laudari:' 'It is a noble 
thing to be praised by hinl who deserves praise.' 
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rnAPTETIS :XXIX. AND XXX. 


DEPARTUltE OF TJlF. DUKE. FR.\SCI'; GOES TO SALF.
. 
rllOPOSED FOR TilE CO\VJUrOn,ITIP OF GEXEVA. 
ACCEPTS Ii" ß'" OBEDIE
CE. D.\SGEIWUS ILLNESS. 
rnEP
\IU..S TO GO TO UO
IE. 


TilE prc!'cnce of the Duke secrDf'd to be still 
neccs
arr at Thonon, in oròer to give stability to 
t1. affairs of the revived Church. X evertheless 
towards the end of the sixth week, he found him
clf 
obliged to òepart. .Alphonsu5 d'Este, Duke of Fer- 
rara, having died without i

ue, Clement Yl11. 
attelnpted to unite tha.t city with the Holy See, 
alleging, that as a fèodary, it so devolved as a matter 
of right; he, therefore, refm::ed the inve:-titure to 
Cæ
ar d'Este, who, as the nearest relntive, laid claim 
to it. Those powers that were friendly to the 
house of d'Este took up arm.;;:, to obtain by force, 
what the Pope refused to supplication. 'Ihe Pope, 
who had with great promptitude taken po
sessi\>l1 of 
the city, likewise had reconrse to arms to defend his 
new acquisition. lIe endeavoured to uphold his 
righ t by means of CensureS', and his Censures by 
nlcnns of the sword, so that, in a short time the 
whole of Italy was up in arms. The Duke, fearing 
lest the peace so long enjoyed by his states might 
be disturbed hastily re-crl)ssed the mountains, to 
stand on the defensive, and to endeavour to effect an 
accommodation; and such was the case, thanks to 
the intervention of various potentates. 
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A bout this same time Francis repaired to Annecy, 
for both the Duke and the Bishop were anxious to 
send him to Rome, to solicit the requisite authoriza- 
tions flom the Pope. It was desirable, therefure, 
that he should first confer with the Bishop, and 
make memoranda of the different subjects to be dis- 
cussed. Francis was considered to be the best quali- 
fied for this purpose, as being most conversant with 
the wants of the Chablais, the conversion of which 
had cost him so nUlCh. 
He returned to Annecy, after spending four years 
and some months in his apostolic labours. FrOll1 

-\.nnecy he went on to Sales, to gratify his parents, 
who received him with extraordinary demonstra- 
tions of affection and delight, exulting in his glori. 
ous success. In the l11eantime the Bishop was 
meditating how he could, duly recon1pense the inde- 
fatigable exertions of the Saint, who had brought 
hack so many of his wayward sheep to the folrl. In 
the first place he ordered the Commissary of the 
Ecclesiastical revenues of the Chablais to repay him 
all the expenses incurred by him in the course of 
the n1Ïssion; but he, with a noble generosity worthy 
of himself, refused to accept this re-in1bursement, 
saying that he would on no account consent thus to 
diminish the sunl destined to the parochial clergy, 
and the present necessities of the Chablais, and that he 
would much rather suffer himself, than see the rec- 
tors stinted, to the injury perhaps of those comn1Ït- 
ted to their care. This refusal was highly admired 
by the Bishop, who well kn
w the circumscribed 
state of the Provost's finances; he extolled his sanc- 
tity, and resolved to choose him for his coadjutor. 
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lIc had already mentionf.d this idea to seycral de- 
vout and prudent per
onages connected wi t h the 
diocese, who unanimously advi
e(l hi
 Lordship to 
take advantage of the 1)rOY05t's journ(.y to l
ome, 
and secure the Pope's con:ö:en t to the project. 
i\othing further remained but to propo5tc it to the 

aint himself. '\"hilst the bi
hop WUH \\ fitching for 
a favourable opportunity tiJr doing thi
) a drealll 
quickened his decision. One night he dn'am t that 
wolves were furiously worrying his flock, and in 
spite of his utmost exertions, succeeded in carrying 
ofr 
ome of his hunbs, for he had no one to assist 
him in repelling the attack. So thoroughly was his 
mind ngitatt>d by what it heheld, that he thrice 
cried out aloud for help, which awakened one of his 
chaplains, who hastened to him, and found him 
plunged in distress. \Yhen informcd of the circum- 
stance, he endea.voured to console him, reminding 
him of the zeal, learning, find 
anctity of the Pro- 
,.ost of h;'1Ies, who helonged to his diocese; t11eref.)re 
he had nothing to fear, }'rancis alone being equal to 
many, whilst there were several nlOre cccle
iastics 
whom he would eyer find readJ to assist hilu in 
emergencies. IIereupon the Bishop exclaimed, 
" 'Yhere are you, my son 1 ""hy do you not COlne 
to the òupport of myoId age 1" IIaving regained 
his composure, he disn1Ïs
ed his chaplain, and pas
ed 
the rest of the night tranquilly. OD the fullowing 
day, when the Saint went to converse with him on 
the affairs of the Chablais, the good prelate opened 
his heart to him, saying, that when he reflected on 
his obligations to him, for baving with so much toil 
wrested three provinces of his diocese out of the hands 
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of the heretics, and when he reflected on his age 
and infinnities, which prevented him from labouring 
at a time when the diocese was so nluch enlargéd as 
to require more assiduous zeal, and more indefatiga- 
ble vigilance than ever; on all considerations, then, 
he needed his aid, and wished to have hÌ1n for his 
coadjutor in life, and his successor at his death. He 
doubted not that his humility would make him 
fancy himself inadequate to such a post, but this 
very idea would only prove that he was the more 
worthy of it. As for' himself, he owned that he 
should tremble at the thought of offering it to any 
one cJse, but offered it to him with pleasure, fully 
convinced that he would exactly fulfil all the obli- 
gations annexed to such a charge. lIe besought 
him to render this service to himself and to the 
diocese, or rather to Jesus Christ, who, through 
him had elected him, that, by consenting, he would 
free him from all the anxiety which he felt when 
unable fully to discharge all the duties of his mini3try. 
The luunble Francis was astounded at such a pro- 
position; the confusion of his ideas for some time 
suspended his utterance, but, regaining his usual 
peace of heart, temporarily disturbed, he answered 
the bishop, that as long as he lived he would always 
find him ready to devote the little talent which he 
possessed to the relief of his Lordship, but that he 
certainly had neither merit nor qualification suited 
to episcopacy. He expressed himself deeply obliged 
for the proffered favour of a dignity which every 
one reveres, which many covet, but of which none 
can over-rate the charge; that he was so persuaded 
that episcopacy was a burden oppressive even to an 
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angel's shoulders, that he could not possibly desire 
it, and he concluded by saying, that :-:eeing such nn 
immea:Hlrable òi3tance bet\\ een the dignity nnd 
hi::> talents-a deficiency which he better under- 
stood than anyone else, he entreated hilll to look 
elsewhere, Bnd choose some one more de
erying of 
the honour and eminent dignity than him"elt
 ob- 
serving that the diocese \Vas not without it3 worthy 
Inen. 
The ni
hop haa foreseen that the humility of the 
Saint would make him refl1
e the coadjllt0rship, and 
therefore was prepared to contest the point with 
him. lIe therefore f'aid tha.t he knew there would 
be presumption in thinking oneself able worthily to 
discharge so holy a ministry, which can be more 
safely refused than accepted. But, luight there not 
likewise be ob
tinacy in refusing it when God calls 
to it? )Iùses, in humility, eXC'.1"od himself fronl 
undertaking the guidance of the people of Israel, 
but afterwards accepted it in obedience, and not to 
oppose the will of God. And in this point he may 
be proposed as a model to all who are destined to 
govern souls; to undertake this without a vocation 
from God is presumption, but when called, there is 
Dlerit in submitting oneself, hoping for those aids 
which the Almighty never refuse9 to those who 
trust entirely in llim. lIe bade him look at the 
eXilmple of the saints, and conform him
elf to it, for 
he could assure him that he had not selected him 
without first consulting God, and the best informed 
and the most worthy persons of his diocese, and 
tbat he felt more and more certain that God would 
have him to be the pastor of His peo:ple. lIe con- 
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eluded by citing the opinion of St. Gregory, who, 
though he advises us to shun dignities, requires 
that we should place our back beneath the burden, 
when raised to it by persons who are beyond the 
reach of suspicion, and in the manner prescribed by 
the holy canons. He assured him that plebeians, 
patricians and clergy, wished to have him made a 
bishop, whilst his bishop and his sovereign were 
conjointly endeavouring to impose the charge upon 
him. It was evident, therefore, that by these means 
God intended to place him on the candlestick. that 
he might completely exterminate heresy out of the 
diocese. 
The Duke was indeed most anxious that Francis 
should be a bishop, and when he was informed that 
1\Ionsgr. Granier was dangerously ill, he, of his own 
accord, expressed the wish that the provost of Sales 
should he his successor; so that when the Bishop of 
Geneva applied for the Sovereign's consent, his 
Highness instantly granted it; as if he had foreseen 
that Francis would be the person selected. N ot- 
withstanding all this, the holy man could not lay 
aside his fears; declaring that he could not make up 
his mind to accept so perilous a dignity; feeling 
that he had not strength to carry it. He referred 
to the many examples of those who had been ruined 
by elevation, though illustrious for virtue in their 
private station. This it was that terrified him, and 
therefore he implored the bishop to leave to Provi- 
dence the care of finding hilTI a successor. 
As Francis thus persisted in his refusal, the bishop 
thought it best to say no more that day; he rnere]y 
recommended him to consult God in an affair of such 
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importance, lest self-love should be the motive which 
made hin1 so pertinaciously refuse to fèeù the Lord'8 
flock, to take chèlrrrc of which is surely th' dfect 
of divine lovc. lIe thus took leave of him for th 
 
time, hut renewed hi
 instance'3 through the mc(1ium 
of thpir frienùs, who willingly e:\.erte(1 thelll<.:t'lvc-- 
to extort a consent, which it wag ca<;y to ft)re. 
tell would be of such advanta!!e to the diocec:e. This 
would easily be inferred fr01I1 his prc\"ious care -r, 
his learning, his zenl, and the piety" hich breathed 
in his every action. But the holy man was im- 
111Ovablc; so, to escape the entreaties which mole
tcù 
him so much, he witlu.1rew to bale
. Thi
" as 
prpci:,ely what the bishop wi...hed, thinking that he 
"ould be unable to resist the authority of his po.. 
rent.;:. Ire followed him. then.fore, to 
ale
, and 
renewed his entre:\ties in their presence, but Francis 
perseYer
d in his refusal, adducing all those reasons 
which are 80 oppo
ed to the 
pirit of the world, 
saying, that whoever accepted such a post, ought to 
be very certain that it was the divine will, at which 
worldlings scoff, even intriguing to secure such a 
dignity. lIe called the title of bishop a title of 
labour, though worldlings call it one of dignity, 
and concluded, that under the mitre were a thou. 
sand anxietie
, involving the obligation of feeding 
the sheep of Christ. though worIdlings tJlink but of 
the 
plendour of the one, and of nouri
hing them. 
selves with the milk of the other. The nishop was 
therefore obliged to return without gaining his 
point, to lIis own great regret, and to the rpgret of 
all good people, who deemed the refusal prejudicial 
to the interests of the Church and of souls. 
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Ionsignor Granier was most anxious to obtain 
from the Provost of Sales a con
ent, which he felt 
convinced would prove the safety of his diocese; he 
knew that he could securely entrust it to 11Ïs vigi- 
lance; he used his best endeavours to this purpose, 
but seeing that all was useless, he despatched his 
head chaplain, a very worthy ecclesiastic, over to 
Sales, with orders to use every possible persuasion 
to gain the holy luan's consent, and then, if he still 
refused, he was to command him in the Bishop's 
name, and in virtue of holy obedience, to submit. 
The priest, named Peter Critain, was the particular 
friend of Francis. lIe undertook the con1u1ission, 
and made all the representations he could to shake 
his purpose, but the Provost still held out, and 
excused himself by saying that a coadjutor would so 
materially dilninish the revenues of the bishop, 
which at present were scarcely sufficient for the 
decent maintenance of his establislllnent, that he 
could not con:3ent to see hin1 reduced to still greater 
strai ts. " l\Ioreover," he said, "I am not born 
to command, but to obey. It will be better for his 
I.Jorc1ship to make use of me in whatever way he can; 
he will ever find lue most ready to serve him, instead 
of obliging n1e to accept a charge wholly beyond my 
strength; whereas there are so many in the diocese 
much better qualified than I am." Then Critain, 
setting aside his reasons on the score of insufficiency, 
told him that he was conlmissioned by the bishop, to 
order him in virtue of holy obedience, to accept the 
brevet containing the placet of l-lis Highness; here- 
upon he placed it in his hands, conjuring him to 
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suhmit, secing that this was so mnnifestly thc win of 
God. 

\t thcsc words his rcpugnance to the dignity 
seemed, as it were, suhdued by the authority of the 
Church and of God, with which the prelatc \\ 3.3 in- 
yc4cd. 1 Ie walked up and down the room fi)r some 
time in silence, and with his arms cros
ed upon his 
brea
t; thcn he ..aid, U Lct us go over to TlwrelJs and 
celebrate the :'trass of thc I [oly Ghost. I \\ in 
erve 
yours, and you mine, aud "hell we have thus 
prayed, we wiU do what Gud ðhall in
pire." fhey 
went to Thorens accordingly, and it was ob8crved 
that whilst the t'aint was saying j[u::o..., his fnce bhon e 
with rcmarkable briJliancy, the vcstiges of which 
"ere nppal ent, e\"cn after his than1.sgiving. lEs 
dread of the dangers which he foresaw, will enable 
u.., to guess how grca.t was the f
rvour of his prayers, 
whilst on the other hand he was di
posed to obey; 
nevertheless, he knew how nltlCh his obedience would 
co
t him; but at length, finding his heart restored 
to peace, he conceived it to be the win of God that 
}le should obey, so after 
Iaðs when Critain nskeù 
what answer he was to give the bishop, Francis 
replicd, that if he might be believed, it was bis wish 
to hold the last place in the house of God; that he 
had done violence to his own principles when he 
accepted the Provostship, which he had only done 
to appease the remonstrances of friends: that even 
this dignity was beyond his deserts, Dor could he 
conceive how his Lordship could compel him to 
accept a prelacy, of which he was 
ven more unwor- 
thy. lIowever, if the bishop really desired it, he 
was ready to obey in spite of all his repugnance, and 
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"that he would beseech the Lord to forgive the fitult 
he was committing in choosing a person so in quali- 
fied for this important charge, and not to impute to 
hinlself the failings which his incapacity would occa- 
SIOn. In conclusion, he entreated Critain to keep 
silence on an that had passed between them. But 
he, exulting in the joy which he knew he should 
impart to the good bishop, related it all in confi- 
dence to the parents of the Saint and to the canon 
of Sales. Then returning to Annecy, he repeated 
all that had occurred to his Lordship, who, so far 
from believing that this election would inculpate 
him before God, publicly declared (as soon as he 
knew that Francis had consented) that he believed 
the hest act of his life was that of choosing his ùear 
son the Provost of Sales to be his coadjutor. The 
whole diocese rejoiced at the event. Geneva alone 
was in dismay, seeing that now all chance of rf'stor- 
ing Calvinism in the Chablais was at an end, with 
the prospect moreover of fresh losses an.d discomfi. 
ture. The clergy, the nobility, and the people, 
returned thanks to God, ascribing to Him the suc- 
cess of the negociation, whilst the thoughts and feel- 
ings of Francis ran in quite another direction. 
In fact, no sooner had he given his consent, than 
he was overwhelnled with a deeper sen3e of grief 
than he had ever before experienced in his whole 
life. His mind was concentrated on the considera- 
tion of his new state in which he was placed by obe- 
dience, and though he had accepted it only as 
being compelled by obedience, its dangers did not 
seen1 to be lessened on this account. lIe felt as if 
he were cast upon the sea in the lllidst of a terrific 



s. FHAXCIS DE SALFS. 


3j3 



torm, expo:;:ec1 to ß t1)ou
and shoals, wIlCre tIlOse 
,,,ere to be most appreh
nd
d which were best con- 
cealed. In the bitterne
s of hi:) heart, he inces- 
:;antly repeated, "Lorù, save U
, we p 
rish I"
 
YÏ::,its of congratulation, of which he received so 
1uany, were li1.e n1artyrdum to him. People were 
surprised at his aflliction; but he told tllCm that it 
was more than enough to ha\ e to answer to God tor 
hi
 uwn soul, without being held re
punsible for the 
souls of many others. 
J Ie went over to 
\nnecy, where he deploringly 
remonstrated. with the bi:shop for impo
ing 
uch n. 
commanù, beseeching hinl-if he would not have com- 
pa.s
ion on his weakness-at least to consider the ter- 
ribl
 account he woulù have to gÍ\pe to God for tl1Ïs 
unfùrtunate election; and urging that there was 
till 
time to repair the mistake, if he would but take back 
the br
yet anù relieve hin1 from t1le obedience. The 
bishop emhraced him affectionately, exhortt'd him to 
confide in the Lord who caned him, a-.surt'd hinl 
that there were evident signs that God required 
him to be a bi
hop, and therefore he might expect 
special helps from Him, sutncient to render him a 
Saint. lIe would not take back the Lrt'vct, haying 
already given nutice to lIis IIoline;;:.s through the 
n1ediulll of Cardinal de 
Iedici, with WhOlll he had 
di:,cus:,ed the Inatter at Thonon, in the hope that the 
Pope would approve of it, not only on the score of 
personal esteem, but likewise to gratify the wi::;hes 
of the cardinal. lIe therefore desired Francis to 
prepare fur his journey to nome, to obtain the requi- 
site mIthorizations for the pJans prop05cd in the 
Chab1ais; his presence and tact bdng neces5ary to 
YOLo 1.-23. 
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explain matters of nluch illlportance to the well- 
being of the converts. 
All these exhortations, however, did not I'emove 
the idea of the dangers which would beset hin} in 
the episcopal state; they haunted him to such a 
degree as to deprive hin1 of sleep; his blood becaIne 
heated, and a violent fever set ill, which soon reduced 
him to death's door. The Countess of Sales, in her 
affliction, reproached herself for having concurred in 
extorting the fatal consent, which it was likely 
,vould cost the life of her son. She went to attend 
upon him, and would never quit his bed-side. All 
his friends and acquaintances were exceedingly 
grieved at the prospect of so irreparable a loss to the 
dioce5e, all having well-grounded hopes that an 
election in which the finger of God so vi
ibly ap- 
peared, would turn to the advantage of the Church. 
lIis malady gained ground daily, and the doctors 
despaired of his life. His mother was cOllunissioned 
to announce this to him, which caused her a grief 
which it would be impossible to describe. TIeing a 
lady of remarkable virtue, she first adored the dis- 
pensations of Divine Providence, and then in terms 
dictated by prudence and Inaternal love, she told 
her son that his complaint was in such a state, that 
he might now prepare to go and enjoy the reward of 
his labours in heaven. Frauds seemed astounded at 
the intelligence. The sorrows of death and the fears 
of hell assailed him. lIe thought he had not as yet 
done 11leet penance for his sins; and with nlany 
groans he began interruptedly to ejaculate the 
words of Job and Ezechie1. "Suffer nle a little 
while, 0 Lord, that I may bemoan nlY grief before I 
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go to the land of dar1.ncss, from whence there is no 
return; the land that is coycrcd with the 
hadt.s of 
death; for I have sinneJ, nnd have not dune nU.
('t 
penance. Too grievously have I sinned. I will 

pcak in the bitterness of my soul, and I will sny 
to God, Do not Thou condemn me; where shall [ 
hiJ
 myself from Thy unger? In the IniJst of my 
days bha11 I go down to the gates of hell? 
hall 
nlY life be thus cut ocr by the wcaver before it il) fully 
spnn out 1" Then, with holy DaviJ, he aJJ
d, 
u H
pro"e me not, 0 Lurù, in Thy wra.th; con\'crt 
nle to Thee, and save n1Y soul, fur there i
 no one 
who is mindful of Thee in death. E,'cry night I 
will water DIY b(;d with nlY tears." 'rhus did the 
holy nlan pray, resolving to put his affairs in order 
and to regulate his life better in the event of hii 
rcco,'ery. _\.11 at once a beu\ cn]y light bCJ.med upon 
his mind, and he con
ulcd himself \\ ith this "ise 
reflection, which I could wish to see engraveD in t]le 
nlÍnds of all who fe
lr d
ath. "I can only hope for 
salvation fron1 the I..ord: divine mercy will be as 
necessary to Iue later as it is now, anù will be as 
fa,'oura.ble to me at this time as at any other:' 
lIenee, encouraging himself, he solid, "All the ways 
of the Lord are 11lCrcy and truth. 0 D1Y soul, why 
art thou afflicted? lIope in God, for I will now and 
for ever confess that lIe is my Saviour and my 
GoJ !" These thouóhts and expressions re
toretl 
cahn to his heart, and he thenceforward found con- 
solation in that which afiiicted all his friends. 
lIis peace of mind increased with his bodily pains, 
and his confidence in GoJ. was never rrreater than at 
b 
the moment when bis life was de
paired of. 
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Amidst the universal regret on account of his 
illness, that of the good bishop was so excessive as 
to throw him into a dangerous illness. !-Ie wculd be 
informed not only from hour to hour, but almost 
fronl TI10ment to moment, how the invalid was going 
on, and ordered one or other of his attendants to 
remain constantly with Francis, and to bring hinl 
word what remedies were prescribed, and what 
effects they produced. The Chapter of the cathedral, 
in dismay at the prospect of losing a head which was 
such an honour to it, went in a body to bid him a 
last farewell, and receive his blessing. 'Vhilst each 
of the canons stood weeping at his bed-side, entreat- 
ing hÍ1n to give them some brief instruction, the 
holy lnan, summoning up his remaining strength, 
spoke to them so efficaciously of the vanities of the 
world, of the uncertainties of this life, and of the 
beauty of virtue, as to excite their astonishment, 
all of thCll1 acknowledging that he had never spoken 
with lllore elegance and strength of nlind. lIe gave 
appropriate advice to each one in partic,ular, disclos- 
ing their imperfections to them, and prescribing 
salutary relnedies proportioned to each one's neces- 
sities. Having thanlu
d them, and recommenùed 
hil11Eelf to their prayers, he gave then1 his blessing, 
and they withdrew, deeply llloved and grieved. 
Scarcely had they left him, when he swooned, and 
for the space of an hour was thought to be dead, all 
attempts to revive hinl proving useless. But his 
soul was not asleep, for at that very time the devil 
was assailing hin1 with ferocious temptations, sug- 
gesting to his mind, weak
ned as it was by bodily 
infil'lnity, the IDo,st subtle arguments or the schools 
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against tho real presence of our Di,.ine Lorù in the 
Blcsseù 
acramellt; nor could ]1e at the moment dis- 
coycr any solid fillswer; but at length, hy invoking 
the holy Dallle of Jesus, and protesting that he would 
believe even what he could not understand, he suc- 
cceded in dispelling the temptations. On rccoycring 
himselt: he recollected the solution of the subtletic
, 
but he woulc.l never disclose them, fearing lest they 
might prove n. stumbling-block to weak minò
, e
pe. 
ciallyas there are many who can comprehend ùifIìcul- 
tics, but are incapable of seizing the fOJce of replies. 
Once only he mentioned to his brother I e\\ is, with 
Wh0111 be frequently discussed theological topics, 
what had happened to him on this occasion, but recol- 
lecting himself he also pointed out wherein consi
ted 
the equivocation, and forùaùe him ever to repeat it. 
As he appeareù to be somewhat better the next 
òay, the nlusicians of the cathedral went to yisit 
him, and by way of recreating his mind a little, 
offered to sing 0. mote
t. lIe accordingly Legged 
they would sing that of t)t. ::\Iary ::\Iagdalen, begin. 
nino- with, " ::\l y beart burns to see God." It would 
ð 
be impossible to describe the emotion" of his ]1Cart 
as he was listening to the music. lIe next asked 
them to sing the psalm, "As the hart p!ln ts after 
the fountains of water, so does my soul desire Thee, 
o God." "
hen the musicians retired he shed 
abundance of tears, and then recitated the '1\[ic;:e... 
rere,' after which he again fainted. The doctors 
determined on trying an experiment in orJer to 
revive him, and one of them mixed a quantity of 
potable gold in some broth, when the Saint, who was 
not entirely unconscious, asked bim ,,"hat he was 
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doing. By way of answer the doctor made use of these 
words of our Divine Lord, "That which I do ye 
know not now, but ye shall know it later." Where- 
upon, the sick luan, in whom virtue was strong, 
although his body was weak, corrected him, telling 
him that he ought never to profane the words of 
Christ, nor e:nploy them excepting to holy purposes, 
nor utter them otherwise than with great respect. 
The golden ll1ixture soon produced its effect, so 
that the bishop's servant who came to make his 
enquiries, was able to congratulate with him, and to 
tell him that the doctors pronounced him improved. 
This good news was such a solace to the worthy 
prelate that he was soon able to leave his bed. 
Francis too progressed favourably, and in a few 
days recovered both health and strength. God, 
who destined hilll to great things, prolonged a life 
which was to be entirely devoted to His service, 
and that of the Church. IIis cure was considered 
miraculous; everyone returned thanks to God; 
and it was then clearly shown how much the joy, 
both of clergy and people, depended on the life of 
the holy lnan. 
But now restored to healtl1, and willing to show 
his gratitude to God, he redoubled his labours, and 
began to make the preparations necessary for his 
journey to Rome. 


CIIAPTER XXXI. 


HIS JOURNEY TO ROME. 
IIAYING recovered his strength, Francis started 
for UOlne, accompanied by the bishop's nephew, 
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Signor di Chi:ö:(\ canon of the cathedral. The 
bishop had made thic; arrangement, suspecting that 
when once at nome, the holy man would give him- 

èlf no concern about the co-udjutor8hip, or rathcr, 
that he would do his bc:)t to be relieved of it. .And 
here \\ e cannot but admire the disinterested conduct 
of the uncle 
ma of the nephew. The hishop might 
certainly have chosen the canon for hb successor; 
he had for sevcral years satisf.lctorily l1ssisteJ hiln 
in the government of his diocese. ] [,
 was a 111an of 
undoubted 111crit, and the Popc I1n(1 the I >uke would 
proba.hly ha.ve ratitictl the choice. Hut the good pre- 
Jatc consul tt>d not lle5h an(l blood. 
ecing that Francis 
surpas3cJ him in worth, he gave hilll the prctèrencc, 
and the canon hlld sufficient virtue not to complain; 
on the contrary, he volunteered to prcsc; the cause 
forward, and to procel.d to Home expressly to pro- 
nlote that which would make Francis Ilis superior; 
whereas it might seem that he ought to be his subject. 
""hilst the bishop Wu.s tasting that holy joy, with 
"hich Goù, even in this lifc, recompenses those who 
prefer Ilis Divine service before all other thin.
s, 
anù was calmly awaiting the favourable issue of the 
afi
LÏrs recommenùed to the two travellers, they 
crossed the Alp
, and remained a few days at rurin, 
to negociate with the Duke and the l\" uncio, who gave 
then1 letters of introJuction to the ambassador of 
a- 
voy, and to Cardinal 
\.ldobrandini, requesting their 
intluence; then pursuing their journey, they halted 
at )Iodena, where they found the president :Faber, 
who was then in Italy, arranging affairs for the Duke 
of X
mour3. '\"hilst the baint, like another Enoch, 
was walking with God, and intent upon the interc
ts 
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of God, the devil raised a new schen1e. As he could 
not endure the nlan- God, so neither would he leave 
without temptation a luan who lived like an angel. 
As Francis was about entering a town, his horse 
fell, and the Saint rose frm11 the ground with his 
dress covered with mud. lIe was obliged to stop 
at the first inn he reached, and not having a second 
suit of clothes, by reason of his voluntary povertyp 
a French gentleman, who happened to be travelling 
with hinl, lent him one of black velvet to put on 
whilst his own were cleaned. Unwilling to appear 
abroad thus elegantly equipped, he remained alone 
in his own room, whilst his companions sallied forth 
to see whatever there was in town worthy of obser- 
vation. His door was suddenly opened, and a lady 
of modest deportment and of great beauty, entered 
the room. The cavalier's dress prevented her from 
suspecting Francis of being an ecclesiastic, and, 
struck by his handsOlue appearance, she immedi- 
ately conceived guilty projects, and made her pro- 
posals accordingly. Francis was astounded at find- 
ing such wantonness coupled with such exterior 
Inodesty; and answered in a nlanner to have made 
her enter into herself, had she not been a woman 
of unbounded effrontery. She ridiculed his correc- 
tive admonitions, and continued inciting hin1 to 
sill; whereupon he was sadly embarrassed, wishing 
on one side to spare the reputation of the guilty 
'Woman, and on the other to extricate himself from 
so perilous a position. lIe threatened, and then 
advanced towards the door, but the female detained 
him, precisely at the nloment when Roland was 
entering the room, who at a glance perceived the 
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oDject of the guilty womnn, and the purity nmi 
triumph of the ncw Joseph. ,Anxious to conceal 
what had occurred, Francis reproved his servant for 
his prolonged absence, and Lade him conùuct the 
laùy to her own apartment. as she had nmùe n mis- 
take. anù had cntereù the room destined for him, 
in
tcad of the one intended tor hcr:-:l'lt: Uu t 1:,>- 
laull saw tha.t nmlicc, and not in
l(I\"crtcllc', had 
brought her where she wa
. On resuming their 
journey, Roland repeated the nffair to lll
 com- 
panions, expressing his surprise at the woman who, 
at first sight, looked, cry modest, and had excited 
his respect. Francis, ever ready to excuse his 
neighbour, replied that possibly she might be what 
she seemed, but that each of us Dlay encounter 
certain DlOment5 of danger, when we are scarcely 
master of ourselves; God so permitting, in order to 
discover our ,\ eakness to us, to inspire u
 with 
diffid
nce of self, and to oblige us to have recourse 
to Him. IIercupon he took occa
iûn to speak of 
the dangers to which young persons arc apt to 
expose themselves, by a too free intercourse with 
those of a different sex; saying tlIat an caution was 
advisable eyen when necessity or convenience de- 
mands this intercourse: the fear of God, and care of 
their reputation prevent many from treating with 
suspicious persons, who nevertheless easily confer 
with virtuous females, fearing no ill consequencE'S 
where we find a conduct that wins both esteem and 
affection. lIe added that this was one of the most 
crafty artifices of self-love, because, regard for the 
,.irtue is often insensibly transferred to the person, 
and the heart, imagiuing the fir:;t beginnings of the 
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vicious affection to be nothing more than the origi- 
nal esteem of the individual's virtue, a chain is woven 
by degrees, and not discovered until it is too strong 
to be broken. He strongly insisted on attention to 
the adlllonition of the apostle, who warns us to be on 
our guard, lest what began in the spirit should end 
in the flesh. lIe admitted that it was but seldon1 
these pernicious effects went so far as to becollie 
exterior faults, but notwithstanding this, no precau- 
tion could be too great in guarding against these 
dangers, God being more jealous of the heart even 
than of the body; nor ,,,ill lIe endure a rival. And 
although they may be free from aùominable guilt, 
He holds Himself at a distance fTom those who 
attach themselves unduly, even to persons whon1 
they deem virtuous. 'Vith these, and other simi.- 
lady edifying conversation, as circumstances gave 
rise, he beguiled the tedium of the journey until 
they reached Rome, where, by the advice of the 
President Faber, the Saint procured a lodging near 
San Salvatore in Lauro. 


CI-IA.PTER XXXII. 


s. FRANCIS IS FAVOURABLY RECEIVED BY THE POPE, AND 
EXAl\HNED FOR THE BISHOPRIC. 


ON his arrival at Rome, Francis lost no time in 
paying his respects to Cardinal de l\Iedici, who 
welcomed hin1 with extraordinary demonstrations of 
esteem and affection. lIe enquired about all the 
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Saint 1lad been doing in tIle CImblais since ITis l
mi- 
nence had been there, and examined the 1nemorials 
"hich were to be pre
ented to Hie:: IIoliness, ns well 
as his own verbal requests, promising the support 
of his influence, and offering to introduce him him- 

elf to the Pope. lIe accorJingly conducted hill1 on 
the appointed day to 1.iss the feet of ] lis IIolines.;. 
The Pope then had the sati
filCti()n of conYer
ing 
with that great man, of whom he had lwanl 80 
much. lIe questioned him minutely on tho
e topics 
which most interested him, find the Cardinal again 
repeated the numerous conversions, of which he him- 
self had been nn eye-'\\ itness,-his npostolic labours, 
his zeal, his piety, and tlwn concluded thus :-" IIcr
, 
t1H'n, 1110.;;t holy Fathcr, is the apo:'\tlc of the Chahlais, 
and the prop of re-nascent Catholicity in those coun- 
tries." The humble 1nan embraces tuil, but cannot 
enJure prai
eJ which is its first reward. The holy 
1uan attributed all the success of the mi
!'ion to his 
bishop and his a
sociates. acknowledged the n1any 
favours obtained from God, and then informed hilll 
of all that was yet requisite towarJs the maintenance 
of the new church of the Chablnis, ana generally of 
the state of the diocese, according to the infornul.tion 
taken, and the notes drawn up, which were reduced 
to ten heads. 


1. To compel the J(night3 of SSe 
Iaurice and 
Lazarus to nlt1.Ïn tain the curates. 
2. To unite some benefice, even cloistral, to the 
theological prebends, which no one would accept, 
because they were so poor anù laborious. 
3. Permission for the bishop to impose sonle tythe 
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or pension on the abbeys or priories, towards the sup- 
port of poor curates who haJ not sufficient il1COn1e. 
4. Faculties to grant dispensations within the 
fourth degree of relationship for contracting niar- 
riage, n1any of his diocesans being too poor to apply 
to Ron1e, and in some villages almost all the inhabit- 
ants being interconnected. fIe Inoreover requested 
power, at least in foro conscientiæ, to dispense those 
already Inarried. 
5. To empower the bishop, his vicar-general, and 
ten or twelve others deputed by him, to absolve 
heretics, or those who have relapsed into heresy, in 
order to facilitate conversions, and this to be granted 
in perpetuity. l\Ioreover, to pern1Ït the reading of 
heretical works to the said deputies, that they 
may be able to confute the falsehoods published 
in them. 
6. To exempt the bishop from the payment of 
tythes, in consideration of his scanty revenue, and 
the heavy expenses which he is obliged to incur, 
as they might be exacted instead from the richer 
benefices. 
7. Permission for the canons of the cathedra], who 
for the most part are doctors, and of noble birth, to 
have (besides the canonry) a parish to rule by means 
of competent vicars, the revenues of the canons 
not surpassing sixty ducats annually. 
8. To exempt some of the villages from burdens 
which savonr more of paganism than of the liberty 
of the Church, though they are in favour of the 
bishop; such as heirsl1ip to those who die without 
issue, who are prohibited frOln 111aking a will, even 
in favour of their poor relatives; such fiS obliging 
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the inhabitants of certain villages to watch at nigllt 
in the mar:;hcs to prevent the croaking of the frogs 
whilst the bi3hop sll'pt; such as preventing t]le "f'ar 
of black garments, and confining the people to the 
use of grey. Power for the bishop to relieve ]1Ï3 
suhjects from such burdens, substituting in cxchnngo 
ß :-mall tax, as tIle bishop ought to Le content to be 
the filther of his people, without exacting serVIces 
discreditable to his Juinistry. 
D. To empower some prelate to reform certain 
abbeys and monasteries of the diocese, where rcli- 
gi()us llisciplinc was so far degcnerated as to tolerate 
scanùal in the inmates. 
Iv. To unite the priory of St. IIyppolitus in Tho- 
non, to the revenues of the chapter, pcrmitting the 
canons of the cathedral to rcnlove thither from 
Annecy, where they had founù shelter with the 
bishop, obliging all to go to Thonon for residence, 
where they would be better able to labour for the 
conversion of heretics. 


Such were the articIe3 submitted by the Saint to 
the Pope. 'Ve know not why the last was not car- 
ried into effect, as an the others were in due time; 
lEs IIoline;;s immediately consented to some of them, 
the rest were referred to the consideration of Carùi- 
nal Baronius, and the archbishop of Bari, the nun- 
cio at Turin. 
Ihlt not one of the requests was so gratifying to 
the pontiff as that presented by Canon Chizè in the 
name of his uncle, namely, of bestowing the coad- 
jutorship of Geneva on the l")rovost de t:;ales, lIis 
IIoliness foreseeing tbat such an arrangement would 
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turn to the imlnense advantage of the faithful, and 
to the discomfiture of heresy. The petition stated 
that the Bishop of Geneva being upwards of fifty 
years of age, twenty of which had been spent in the 
government of that diocese-that being liable to 
infirmities which disqualified hilll fur ruling so vast 
a bishopric, comprising six hundred parishes, whereof 
sixty-four had recently returned to the conUllU- 
niun of the Church, and that these required the con- 
secration of churches, altars, and cemèteries, ,,'ith 
other functions beyond his strength; that, convinced 
nloreover of the nobility, piety, learning, and sanc- 
tity of Francis of Sales, Provost of the cathedral, he 
besought lIis lloliness to constitute him his coad- 
jutor and successor, allowing hÜn at the sanle time 
to retain his provostship, (the annual income of 
which was only eighty ducats,) and the curacy of 
Petit-Bornand, whose revenues did not alllount to 
two hundred ducats, and to have a fourth part of 
the Episcopal revenues-that this appointIllent was 
desired by the sovereign, the bishop, the clergy, and 
all the people who had witnessed his heroic conduct, 
preaching in the midst of heretics at the risk of his 
own life, the consequence of which had been numer- 
ous conversions; finally, observing that as he pro- 
gressed every day, the favour would be agreeable 
both to God and 111en. 
This petition was presented to the Pope when 
Francis was absent; upon which his Holiness 
remarked that he had never alluded to the coadju- 
torship in his audiences, and accordingly sent for 
him, and opened the subject himself, saying that he 
admired this great humility joined to such distin- 
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guished merit; he expressed hinlself highly gratified 
with the ni
hop's choice, extolling it in prescnce 
of the Cardinal
, and desiring thc Jl01y man to 
return three days hence, to be examined in his 
pre
en('c. 
Francis was somewhat startlcd at this orùcr, the 
Bishops of t>avoy, 1ike those of France. heing 
exempted by privilege from this c)..umination. lIe 
did not òeem himsclf bound to rl'prc
ent this circunl- 
stance to his lloline
s. hut mentioned it to the 
Count di ,r erva, the Duke's ambassador at nome; 
not from any apprehension of the examination, but 
that he llli
ht not giye umbrage to the Gallicnn 
Ri5hops, and that no innovation lllight re8ult from 
the circumstance. The a1Jlba
:"adur dcmanded an 
audience of the PontitF, who, suspecting the cau,e 
of it, prevented him by saying that Jle hud desired 
the Coadjutor of Geneva to appear fur his e
amina- 
tion on the following l\Ionday; not becau
e he in- 
tcnded to examine those ùi
hops nominated by the 
Duke of Savoy, but for his own sper>ial satisfaction, 
wishing to judge for himself of the talents of a man 
whom fame 
O di5tinguished abovc other
, and also 
that he mi
ht be ahle to do honour to this faithful 
scrvant of the Lord. He likewise added that he 
had discerned in him, in the course of private con- 
'Ver:,ation, a deep fund of learning, which a public 
examination would bring to light, and would also 
raÎ:,e him in the estimation of tbe College of Cardi- 
nals and of all Uome. 
This explanation satisfied the count, who accord- 
ingly informed the t:;ùint that he had bettcr prepare 
hinlself again:::t the appointed day; but the brief 
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interval of time, together with multiplicity of other 
affairs, prevented hinl fronl having recourse to 
books. lIe made his preparation therefore at the 
foot of the crucifix, with fasting, and by the Sacri- 
fice of the 
Iass. I-Iaving recolllmended himself to 
the prnyers of his friends, be repaired on the day 
fixed to the place of examination; and as he passed 
the church of St. James Scozza-Cavalli, he entered, 
and kneeling down, offered up the following prayer, 
with Dlany tears and deep feelings of humility: "0 
my Lord, if Thou foreseest that I shall become a 
useless servant in the episcopacy, and that I shall 
Dot be fit to govern souls that are so dear to Thee, 
I beseech Thee not to permit DIe to answer correctly; 
but rather so ordain that my ignorance may be 
11lanifest, tluLt I luay be covered with confusion in 
presence of Thy vicar, and that this examination may 
be a source of ignominy to Dle." It was in these 
holy dispositions that he entered the appointed hall, 
where the Soyereign Pontiff was seated on bis 
throne, surrounded by eight of the cardinals, 
amongst whOln were, de l\Iedici, and Borghese, 
both afterwards Popes,-Frederick Borromeo and 
Baronins, besides twenty archbishops and bishops, 
several abbots, generals of religious orders, and 
doctors. The Saint felt undismayed in presence 
of the imposing asselnbly, representing the terres;trial 
Jerusalem, for he was accustOlned to treat with the 
Divine 
Iajesty, and to walk in the presence of the 
most Blessed Trinity, and of the Blessed spirits. 
The case was widely different with a Spanish prelate, 
who was to undergo his examination the same day. 
lIe had been for several years a lecturer in canon 
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bw, nnd wn
 hy no mcans d"ficicnt In l<,arning. 
lIe had c.'n'ry rea
nnJ therefùre, to cxpect succc

 and 
honl)nr; T1c"ert.hclcs
, the prc
encc of the l\)pe nnd 
hi:-; distinguished fùllowprs so appalled the poor mnn, 
that he droppc3 down ns one dcaù. lIe was con- 
"eyed hOall', but nothing could rc
tore him; the 
l\.>pe 
ent his own physicians, toóethcr with nn 
a
:-\ura.nce that he was so well convinced of hi..; com- 
petency to the bishopric, that he conferred it on 
hiln without examination; but the blow prtn-ed 
fatal, remeJics were u;;clc5i, anù he died that very 
day. No\v, as this untoward event occurred at the 
time when the cxa.minatil}l} of Fr.\ncis WfiCJ about to 
commence, no 011(,' coul(l have been surprised hnd 
he been unnen'c(} by it. The Lord, however, 

upported him. as He always does th
 humhle, and 
his f
>I.titude unci pl"l'3enCe of mind became thc theme 
of general admirntion. 


TilE EX.\\IIX.-\Tro
 OF ST. FR.-\xcr
 OF SALES. 


'Vhen the examination began, tll(1 Saint wac:: on 
his knee., before the Pope. ...\.fter the gen
ral inter- 
r03atories, the examiner asked him which of the 

ciences he had studied. lIe replied, that he had 
studied laws and theology. lIe was next nsk{'d in 
which of the two he woulJ wish to be examined. 
lIe left the decision to IIis IIl)lines
, but was told 
that he was to decide it him,;;elf; to which he replied, 
that as this W<IS the case, he would endeayour, with 
the aid of God, to an
wer upon qnestion;;: of theology, 
as being the most suited to his vocatinn. Then the 
Pope, who was a very learned man, hegan the e'\::am- 
ination, which was afterwards carried OIl b.r the rest, 
YOLo , .-24 
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until thirty. five questions of the most sublime 
theology had been proposed to him. He answered 
them with such order, clearness, and modesty, as to 
win the esteem of everyone. Amongst the rest, 
Bellarmin, who was not as yet a cardinal, asked him 
in what the vision of God formally consisted. 
Hereupon a long dispute ensued, Bellarmin contest- 
ing the Saint's arguments; but he maintained his 
point so ably, that his opponent at length concurred 
with him. The Pope, who had opened the examina- 
tion, would likewise close it. He asked him, 
whether bishops could dispense from the irregulari- 
ties incurred by occult sin. The Saint an5wered 
affirn1atively, according as it was decided by the 
Twenty-fourth Session of the Council of Trent, 
Cap. VI. de Refo'trn.
. and removed some objections 
which the Pope made against this .opinion; where- 
upon he asked him whether bishops could absolve 
from heresy? Francis again answered affirmatively, 
alleging that the Council had likewise so decreed in 
the chapter cited. Then His Holiness (who by a Bull 
had recently, for just reasons, revuked this power 
which the Council had conceded to the bishops) 
said to him, "Son, it is not thus that we understand 
it." The hUlnble Saint bowed profoundly, and with 
the submission of a true and obedient son of the 
Church, replied, "1\lost Blessed Father, if your 
IIo1iness does not so understand it, neither will I 
thus understand it hence
)rw:trd." The whole 
assembly applauded this act of humility, after 
having admired his eminent learning; whi13t the 
Sovereign Pontiff, as if impatipnt to express his 
delight, rose fronl his seat, declaring lIe had nrver 
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experienced ns much satisfaction from any of the 
examinations at which he had ß')sisted. TIe warmly 
embraced him, bathing his checks with joyful tpars; 
saJing, as he gave him the kiss of p('acc, "Drink 
watcr out of thy own cistern, und the streams of 
thy own wel!. J
et thy fountains be conveyed 
abroad, nnd in the streets divide thy waters."- 
Provo v. 1:;. lIe then declared him co-adjutor to 
the bishop of Geneva, and bi
hop of Xicopolis; giv- 
ing orders for expediting the requi.;;ite bulls. 'fhe 
cardinals and prelate's, fiS well as his Holiness, loade(l 
hinl with prai
e, so that the Saint, who had besought 
the J..ord to pu t him to confusion if it were not [ I is 
will that he should be a bishop, returned covered 
with glory, and esteemed by the whole Court of 
I:ome, unquestionably the kcenest in dctpctinz merit, 
and the lc.1st likely to be misled in its dccisions. 
,\
 e may here remark, tha.t when the Pontiff, 
mov
d as we may piously believe by the Holy Ghost, 
applied to him the above-cited text fronl the 
Proverbs, telling him to drink of the waters of 
hi:, cistern, an,l frOIn the spring of his well, 
on]ering him to expand and overflow his waters, 
that so all place3 lnight thus be irrigated, his nlis- 
sion was not to be lilllÌted to a single diocese, like 
that of other bislwps, but was a general and uni- 
versal mission like that of the apostles; for the Pope 
sent him in th'J name of Jesus Christ to ca
t abroad 
his wisdom through the whole world, which is pre- 
cisely to disperse the waters of wisdom, of which, 
like a fountain, he was full, in order that everyone 
mi
ht drink at pleasure. _
nd it would seenl that 
the providence of God approved the commission of 
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lIis vicar, since lIe destined hinl in these latter ages 
to revive piety in every place and state. lIe was 
no private Saint-his labours henefitted nIany pro- 
vinces, whilst his works, on all subjects, imparted 
his learning to every grade, and to all the sons of 
the Church. IIaving restored religion, he founded 
)leW congregations, reformed the clergy and monas- 
teries, inspired piety and devotion in the people, and 
slnoothed the path to heaven, truly nUlking himself 
all to all that he might gain all to God. 
'Ve nlust not pass unnoticed two letters which 
the Saint wrote from Rome to his cousin the canon 
de Sales, in one of which he te1]s him that he was to 
be exmuined in three days, after which, as soon as 
he could find leisure, he would inform hinl whether 
God showed him justice by humbling him, or mercy 
by enabling him to answer satisfttctorily, adding, 
that in either case it would become him to bless the 
Lord.-l\Iarch 20, 1599. In the second, he tells him. 
that God had not subjected hilll to confusion in his 
examination, although looking only at himself, he 
1Iad expected it. He then adds, "I assure you, the 
Vicar Chizè quitted the consistory in higher spirits 
than 111yself: This friend is but too anxious to write 
to Savoy to give an account of the paternal goodness 
with which lIis Holiness has honoured me, and which 
obliges me more than ever to be an obedient son and 
an aff
ctionate servant of the holy Roman Church. 
'Vhatever our friends may write of lne, remenlber it i3 
the characteristic of benevolence to exceed in speak- 
ing well of one's friends, as it is of one's enemies to 
exaggerate defects; in fine, what we are before God , 
that ì\-e are, and no nlOre.-
Gth ::\Iarch, 15ÐD." 
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CIL\PTEn XXXIII. 


or THE FmE
():"IHIPS wnrcJI JIR FùrUIED I
 J:{ì'[
- 
liE nETLI:
S TO PIED110XT DY WAY OF LOI
Ero. 


'I'llI-: great acllieycment3, as well as the eminent 
learning of Franci
, were much discu'3seJ at the 
court of Home, and lcd him into the 
ocipty of the 
11l0St distingui:,hetl pcrsono.ges thcre. lIe fn>cpH'ntly 
yi
ited the Cardinal di :\Ieùici, aftcrwarùs POlw 
under the name of Leo XL, who haù so high an 
opinion of him, that after his election to the chair of 
St. P
ter, he intenJ
d ra.ising him to the c.udinalah>, 
as he certainly would havc done, if de
th had not 
carrieJ him off twenty seven da.ys after his elcvation. 
Cardinal Borgh
se, who likewise wa
 Pope under the 
llame of Paul V., contra.cted 0. close frieliùship with 
him, which pro\ped of great o.dvantnge to the Saint; 
for, as affair::; procced very deliberately at Hùme, 
tl1is cardina.l contri ,'cd to accclerate the business of 
:Francis, as he wi::;hcd. lIe inquired minutely into 
the recent events of the Chablais, and of the means 
likely to bring back Geneva; in all of which lie 
found in the ::;aint as nluch to admire as to revere. 
Cardinal Baronius, to whom the Pope had referred 
him for consultation on several matters, wa.s never 
weary of cfJnversing with him, often g(ling to his 
house to take him up ill his own carriage. One ùay 
when the Carùinal invited hiln to sit by his siùe 
ifJ. vùe of the principal seat
, the humble :Francis, 
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modestly but firmly declined, and ren1ained standing, 
saying that it became him to act as a scholar towards 
his master. "I will sit at the feet of Gamaliel." 
Baronius presented him with a copy of his ...L\.nnals 
just then printed. Father Bellarmine frequently 
visited him, and was one of his most intimate friends, 
as we gather from their epistolary correspondence 
at a later period, after Bellarmine was honoured 
with the purple. 
But of all his friends in Rome, none was more 
according to his own heart than Father J uvenal 
Ancina, a native of Fossano, and a priest of the 
Congregation of the Oratory. He was made bishop 
of Saluzzo at the same time that Francis was 
appointed to the coadjutorship of Geneva. J uvenal 
had been present at his examination, and when a few 
days later he visited the Saint, he congratulated 
hin1 on his success. Francis acknowledged the 
compliment in tern1S dictated by solid piety and 
D}odesty, whereupon Ancina exclaimed, "Ah, my 
lord, I rejoice much more in knowing that you are 
truly hun1ble than that you are truly learned." 
It would be difficult to find two distinguished 
personages more congenial than Francis and J uvenal. 
Conformity of disposition, of manners, and of state, 
linked them intÏ1nately together, and this union 
which was maintained through life, is, as we n1ay 
piously conjecture, continued in heaven. Both 
excelled in learning and piety, and they resembled 
each other in heart and mind. Solely intent on the 
functions of their In in is try, they both possessed 
meekness, simplicity, a contempt of riches, and were 
both uni versall y beloved. Such was their love for 
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the poor, that to relieve tllem they often depriyf'ù 
themselves of absolute necessaries. It is no wontler, 
therefore, that this uniformity of character should 
have attached them to each other. 
J'rancis became acquainted with seyeral other 
fathers of the said congregation, particularly 1 ]lOma
 
Bosio and P
ter Consulino; he moreover frequently 
conversed familiarly with them all, nnd conceived 
such nn cstel'l11 for the institute, that he nfterwards 
introduced it into 'fhonon, as will be seen later. 
'Ve learn tho c;;entiments of Francis on finding 
l1imsclf treated so kindly and respectfully in a city 
which is styled the capital of the Christian world, 
from the following ctmfidential communication to 
one of his friends. "I low ]lappy do 1 deem those, 
who, like the great Cartlinal Borromeo, know how 
to live dist'ngaged from self! who seek true glory, 
yet who care not to acquire it excepting in Hinl who 
"as crucified! This is to be truly great and generous. 
All the re
t is nothing. 'rhe honour of th
 world 
i
 a continual fever, it has its interval
, and spring- 
ing as it does from human causes, cannot be eternal. 
That vain applause which our feelings so eagerly 
covet, and which rob us of the good use we might 
nlake of it, is so frail that a slight shower suffices to 
wash it away. Pindar had acquired a vast poetical 
fame, but forfeited it by one bad verse that slipped 
from his pen. This should teach us Dot to seek 
glory except in the exercise of faith, hope, and 
charity; these are our rich pst ornanlents here 
below, and charity will be our associate throughout 
eternity. In the meantime I beseech our Lord 
never to permit me to have any other honour than 
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this; all the rest is vanity, tornlent, and aflliction of 
spirit." 
Thus do the Saints speak and act. lIence Francis 
was neither flattered by the praises, nor enchanted 
by the delight of conversing with so l11any illus- 
trious n1en. To satisfy the cravings of his insatia- 
ble zeal, he was wholly intent on procuring the 
briefs of which he stood in need; and having obtained 
them, he hastened to take leave of Ilis Holiness, and 
receiye his bles"ing. The Pope desired hinl to have 
immediate recourse to himself in all cases requiring 
the apostolical authority. lIe entrusted him with a 
brief fot the Bishop of Geneva, in which he congra- 
tulated him on his admirable choice in the person of 
his coadjutor; and in another brief granted certain 
privileges tending to promote the conversion of the 
whole of the Chablais. 
His I-Ioliness was still further struck with adn1Íra.- 
tion of Francis, when he found he <lid not so n1uch 
as mention (still less ask for) the bulls for the co- 
adjutorship, leaving it all to Providence. 'Vhcn, 
however, he was on the point of leaving Rome, he 
left the care of this business to a gentleman of Tal- 
loire, named Quoex, more that he 111Íght not appear 
disrespectful to the character of the episcopacy than 
anything else, and not to be negligent in an affair 
which everyone declared to be the work of God, 
than from any desire to have them. Later, when 
he had occasion to write several times to Quoex 
on other business, he never once alluded t.o his 
coadjutorship bulls, which in effect were not re- 
ceived tiIl a much later period. His friends re- 
Dlinded him that the delay was occasioned by the 
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non-paYluent of the \1
\1al fees to the n:1taria, he 
having It>ft 110 money in Homc tl)r thi3 purpu
e. But 
he replied, tha.t having taken pains to trea:::ure up 
a commodity quite different ti"om lllUnl'Y, he nei ther 
would llor could disbur.,e any tur 
ltch n purpo
e. 
II 
 wa:) told that his friends ought to do it fur him. 
u XIJ," 
ai,l the 
aint. H I will not bc n bi
hop at the 
expensc of illY friends. If God intelld
 me to bc 
one, lIe will know how to arrange tIll' e
pl<liting of 
the Lulls, without my di
bnrsiu3 anJtllillg." 
\nll 
so it proyeJ, fur the Pope gaye oIller5 to Imye thcm 
drawn up anù furwunlt..'d to hiul gratuitously. 
The :::'aint left nome in company with the Canon 
di Chi.lè, and retnrned by the way of Loreto, to 
vi
it the holy IIou
e. lIe ,\U.
 lodged by the Fathers 
of the 
uciety of Jesus, who honoured him highly, 
a
 did al
o the bishop, w ho 
howeJ thenl the manu- 
script3 of tllc work::t he was cOUlp

ing. IIer(', for a 
seconù time, did hc give, ent to the h()ly 
!Írections 
of his heart, returnillg thanks to the great )Iother 
of God for the conYl'r
ion of so many heretics. rc- 
newing his vow
, and consecrating the rClllainJcr of 
his days to tile 
ervice of the Lord, who, having 
o 
recently dcli,-ered hilll from a dangerous illuess, de- 
mandeù, no doubt, in return, all the aflèctions of his 
soul for IIimseU: and all IIis labours for His glory. 
.As he was examining the many trea
ures belong- 
ing to the Church, he said he wisljed IIis Holiness 
woulJ devote some part of them in waging war 
against the enemies of the faith, and other works 
of piety; as we might ('a
ily belieye our Bles
ed 
Lady would take delight in 
('eing the offl:rings 
nw.de to her subserye to the libl'ratioll from the 
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hands of the Turks, of so many souls redeemed by 
the blood of her Son, yet left in such imn1Înent 
danger of perishing; whereas, the treasures heaped 
up in the holy house, as they were, served to allure 
the corsairs, who would perhap3 some day or other 
contrive to carry them off. 
From Loreto he passed on to Bologna, where he 
was favourably received by the archbishop. At 
l\Iilan he had the sati3faction of meeting with a copy 
of the life of St. Charles, (not then canonized) and 
on reaching Turin, he halted, to await the return of 
the nuncio, who was making the visitation of Pied- 
mont, but was expected home in a few days. The 
Canon di Chizè, however, went forward, to give an 
account of their journey to the bishop. 
Francis lost no time at Turin; he presented his 
Bulls to the Duke, requesting the execution of 
them. The petitions presented to lIis Holiness 
were according to the Duke's orders, all having 
been drawn up as was arranged before he left 
.Thonon. He therefore expected th:ü the Duke 
would look on this as his own work, and would 
consider the conversion of the Chablais as the most 
glorious event of his reign, and that, consequently, 
he would approve of the decisions of His Holiness. 
But it is no new thing in this world to see private 
interests succeed to the prejudice of such as are 
general. The Saint had to encounter powerful op- 
position, which was only overcome by the force of 
his reasons, adduced with all the charms of his per- 
suasive gentleness, which nothing could withstand, 
as the following chapter will testify. 
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CIL\.PTER XX.X
IV. 


OPPOSITIO
 OF TIlE KYIGIIT3 OF SSe 
IAURICE A
D 
LAZ.\P.L'S. 


To make the following details more intelligible, 
we Inust go back a little, and e
amine foregone 
events. 'Vhen Catholicity was banished from the 
Chablais and the Bailiwicks by the people of Geneva 
aud Berne, Gregory XIII., who foresaw that it l1}ight 
one day be restoreù, also foresaw that if the heretics 
did but gain possession of all the Church revenues, 
this would be Ð. great obs.tacle to the faid re
torÐ.tion. 
..Accordingly, to obviate this inconvenience, he united 
the revenues with those of the n1Ïlitnry Order of 
S. 
)faurice anù Lazarus, the two orders, through the 
application of Duke Emmanuel Philibert, declared 
Grnnd.)faster by the Pope, having become one, and 
resumed their former vigour and lu
tre. The measure 
'Was certainly prudent, as it was of importance that 
the property shoulù be entrusted to those who could 
protect it against the enemies of the faith. This Or- 
der was distinguished in military annals, comprising 
within its ranks, at this very time, the flower of 
the Savoyard nobility, and had always been ready 
t.o oppose the violence of the Calvini3ts, wlJo were 
thus held in check, and were fearful of drawing on 
themselves all the arms of Savoy and Piedmont. 
The annexation of the Church revenues had ma- 
terially enriched the Order, whilst the patronage of 
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the Duke, who conferred the honours of it, was pro- 
portionately increased. 
It now became necessary to prevail on his highness 
to consent to the severance of the property of the 
abbeys, curacies, and priories of the Chablais, fronl 
the property of the Order, that it Ini3ht be restored 
to its original proprietors. Francis had the courage 
to nIake the proposal to the Duke, and proyed that 
this was necessary to the lllaintenance of the faith, 
and he so earnestly pressed the affair that before 
going to nome he obtained what he wished. But 
when he thought an wa3 settled, and that the Duke 
had only to give his orders to the senate, and to the 
chamber of peers, to verify, in the form usual north 
of the Alps, the Pontifical Bulls, the Conunendatories 
of the order appealed to his highnes3, beseeching hinl 
to suspend the execution. Thus the provost seemed 
compelled either to give up an enterprise on which 
depended the preservation of religion in those pro- 
vinces, or else to array against hinIself the enmity 
of all the nobility of Piednlont and Savoy. To this 
we may add, that the Duke, as Grand-
Iaster, had 
.. his own private interest against permitting tIte 
execution of the bulls, being both judge, aud a 
party concerned in the affair. It was a delicate 
conjuncture, for a person of Francis's character, who 
found himself entrusted with the interests of God, 
which he could not sustain without prejudicing the 
interests of his sovereign. Certainly there appeared 
but little chance of a satisfactory conclusion of the 
affair. IIow could he expect it, seeing that the 
11leasure must necessarily be approved by the royal 
council, sonIe of the menIbers of which were actually 
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commendatorics of the Order, whil.;:t others were 
connecteJ with them either hy the tics of consan. 
guinity or of friendship? ::\[any of the councillors, 
nlOrcovcr, had no great affection fi)r our Saint who, 
an-aiu"5t the plurality of ,.oicl's, had at otl)er times 
ohtairlt'd what he de:,in
d fr'IIn lIi
 I1ighnes:--. It 
was probable, therefore, that mnny would he glad of 
the opportunity of oppo:,ing his design, which they 
re
isteù eVt'n from the fir
t. .Any one else would 
h
1\'e been deterred by lc
scr difficulties than thc>se; 
but thc
e were not tbe only ones he had to contend 
against. 
The oppo
ition of tlle knigllts nppenred well 
p-rounòed. beCfluse tl)c bull of Gregory XI II. cx- 
prc:);)ly declared that in the event of the re-estab- 
lishml'nt of n'ligion in the Chnb11lis, the com- 
nwnùatories should not be bound to do n10re 
tha.n allow the curate
 a sufficient n1aintenance, 
retaining the rest of the revcnue
 for themschrcs. 
This stipulation had been partially carried into 
effect in IJDd, therefore the knights affirnled that 
nothing further could be required of them. In con- 
seqner!ce of the representations of the Saint, Clement 
''''IlL, regardless of this article, declared by his bull, 
that the effects maòe over to the Order by Pope 
Gregory, should be entirely re
tored to their ori- 
ginal purposes, and that none of the ecclesiastical 
benefice
 should be reta.ined by the knights. Con- 
trary to the usual custom of the Roman court, none 
of the p.1rties interested had been cite..l or heard; 
the Pope had been sati:-:fied with the con
cnt ùf the 
Duke, as Grand 
Ia
ter of the order. This was a 
fresh pretext ft)r demnr. Time ,,".IS dClllarltled in 



382 


s. FRANCIS DE SALES. 


order that they might lay their claims before the 
Pope t which would be the very thing to entangle 
the affair, and to prolong it, so that it would be im- 
possible to see wIlen it would come to an end. 
Francis dreaded these delays, well knowing that 
to defer providing learned and pious pastors for the 
new-born congregations woulù be highly injurious to 
the interests of the faith; nor could he hope to procure 
such if they were only to receive what the knights 
would deem a sufficient income, all laws requiring 
that they who labour in the Lord's vineyards should 
be supported, and the apostle assigning a double por- 
tion to those who, labouring the most, deserve the 
best. He knew too that it would be difficult to find 
n1en who could or would undertake such a task 
solely for that reward which is to be expected from 
the Lord. How were they to be provided with 
books, ecclesiastical and household furniture, and 
bestow alms, if they were barely to receive a suffi- 
ciency? He was convinced that they would. be una- 
ble to subsist, and that their luinisterial functions 
must be interrupted to enable then1 to procure tem- 
poral necessities, in consequence of which they would 
abandon their posts as soon as they fouud a chance . 
of in1proving their condition. Francis was indeed 
in a state of great perplexity, nor was the Duke less 
so. lIe could not deny having consented to the 
arrangements as negociated at Rome, and having 
approved of the dismemberment of the revenues as 
necessary; moreover, his great regard for the Saint 
made him unwilling to abandon him after having 
encouraged hiIn to undertake the affair. But 
princes have their own interests, and have Inany 
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things to look to, as Dluch anù })crhaps more than 
other people. It wns very prubaLle that France 
would soon toke up firlllS ognillst hin1 on the sub- 
ject of the marqui
ate of 
uluz/.o, llcnce it '\uulù 
be ÏIuprudcnt to offend his nubll>s, whose aid he 
would then require. II
 im!)artcd ]1Ïs diíIiculties 
to Fro.nci
, as wcll as the complaints of the knights, 
and de
ircd ]1Ïm to furnish his reply to then1 
in n couple of days.. }'inding hinlsclf c:xposcd to 
the cOlltrn.dictions of 111l'n, the bnillt had recourse 
to God, his ordinary refuge, and one which he had 
so n>peatt:>dly found cfficacj()u
. .At the foot of the 
crucifb.. he fillcd his heart wi th light and strength, 
and then nlade his appearance in the ro) al audi- 
ence ch.lmber, where he rre
ented hi=, answer. lIe 
opened it with ß species of apology, and of protest 
that he pretended to no right over the property 
Inentioned ill the bull, and that be had no other 
interc5t in it, than that of zeal fur the augmentation 
of tbe kingùOlll of God; that it wa
 far from his 
wish to take part agu.inst the knigltts, whom be 
honoured, looking on him5clf us the humble servant 
of all, find of their order. K everthcles::;, in obedi- 
ence to his llighness, he undertook to explain the 
intentions of the Pope. lIe showed that it became 
his Highness to 
upport a Illcasure obtained at his de- 
sire-a measure tending to the advantage of his sub- 
jects, and which he, Francis, as merely his nlinister, 
was bound to carry into effect-that the welfare of 
the people ought to be the first law; and as one soul 
and one !\Iass were worth more than all the patronage 
of the Duke, the bull of Pope Clenlcnt ought to have 
its full force, en
D though the knights had neither 
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been cited nor heard, because the bull of Pope Gre- 
gory, (their sole pretext of demur) was comprised 
within it. I-lis IIoliness had for most important 
reasons derogated from it-it belong
 to hishops in 
consequence of facul ties imparted to them by the 
Council of Trent, to as3Ïgn suitable revenues to the 
parochial clergy, even by taking the fruits of the 
benefices, Pope Gregory's bull itself conferring 
this faculty-this dismemberment was absolutely 
necessary, and was scarcely sufficient for actual 
elnergency. lIe concluded by entreating the Duke 
to give immediate effect to the bull. 
The Duke desired tbe knights to give due consi- 
deration to this reply. Being unable to controvert it, 
they souglÜ by procrastination to prevent the bull 
fron1 being carried into effect, which was also the po- 
licy of his I-lighness, who hoped at a later period to 
be able to gratify Francis with safety to himself. In 
the n1eantime he ordered a handsome snm of money 
to be givt='n him, to reinlburse him for the heavy ex- 
penses he had incurred in the course of the mission; 
but the Saint, with his usual disinterestedness, not 
only refused to accept it, but willingly offered to- 
continue the expense until the case should be adju- 
dicated. 
lIe clearly proved to his Highness that to delay 
t11e execution of the bull, was to ruin the good work 
already accomplished with so n1uch difficulty. He 
likewise represented that his prolonged sojourn at 
Turin was detrimental to the aff:.lirs he had to trans- 
act beyond the 1110untains, and therefore entreated 
him to depute some official person who, together with 
the bishop, l11ight be empowered to apply the revenues, 
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at least according to the intentions of t11(, buH, and 
according to the nece
sities of the country; be con- 
duded by telling his IIighness that he left to his 
zpaJ and piety th
 nrrangementi necessary for the 
foundation of:l. college for the Jesuits in Thonou, a
 
had heen nlready determined. 
At length, overcome by his own piety, as much 
a
 by the solicitations of the t;n.int, the Duke guve 
ordera that letters patent should be expedited, 
declaratory of his will that the bull should be car- 
ried into effect; and he deputed Charles de Hoc- 
chette, first president of the senate of 
avoy, and 
the Cheyalier J o
eph de Huffia, grand-prior of the 
province of Piedmon t, to take the necessary step
 
in concprt "ith the bishop. IIavin
 gained the 
cau
e, which truly was the caU5e of God, Francis 
took leave of the Duke, and after dispntc11ing some 
other affairs with the nuncio, he set off to Cham- 
berr, where the bull was subnlitted to, and passed 
the senate; from thence he proceeded to .Annecy, 
w here he was welcomed by the bishop and by all 
the clergy, with the esteem and affection due to his 
merits and his lab()lus. 
lIe had obtained from the nuncio an exemption 
from the payment of the tithes for the Bi
hop of 
Geneva; that theologians might enjoy the benefit of 
prebends, and that a preacher should be established 
at Evian on the revenues of a prebend of the abbey 
of Abondance, as had formerly been tJ1e case, and 
as was now settled by the negociation committed to 
the bishop by the Pope. And here we see the fore- 
sight of Francis, to whom was due the support ns 
VOL 1.-25. 
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well as the re-esta blishmen t of the fai th in the Chablais, 
and which cost him an incalculable amount of toil 
and application. 
'Vhilst he was sedulously occupied in carrying 
out the intentions of the bull and in restoring 
parishes. he heard that his Highness was just 
arrived in Chambery, on his road to France, where 
l1e hùped to come to terms with the king on the 
subject of the marquisate of Saluzzo. The Saint 
immediately started thither, and Inade fresh reqllests 
in favour of religion; these were so reasonable that 
the prince acceded to them. They compelled the 
purchasers of church property to restore what they 
possessed., or had acquired from the heretics in the 
first invasion, because, as he said, the conversion of 
the Chablais had rendered these alienations completely 
invalid. The interests of God and of religion were to 
be opposed by the interests of those who would suffer 
by these restitutions; to this may be added the had 
faith of the purchasers, for how could they acquire 
this property from those whose only right was that 
of Inight? The less guilty in this respect were in- 
demnified, the Saint suggesting various lawful and 
just measures for this purpose. He thus recovered 
the priory of Thonon and Drallians, the deanery of 
Anthy, the curacy of Armoy, and some other bene- 
fices. 
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CIL\PTEn XXXV'. 


FOUNDATION OF 1"IIE llOLY BOUSE AT TnO
O
. 


TUB 
aint's design of transferring t]1e cat11cdral of 
Gcneva from Annecy to Thonon being dcfeatcd, he 
was not disturbed on this account, though he knew 
hid neophytes would suffer in conscquence. But he 
immediat
ly turned his n1Ïnd to another great work 
of piety-the foundation of a college; thc plan was 
npproved and 
econded by the Duke, the Bi
hop, nnei 
}'athers Cherubin and 
t. Esprit, the as::>>ociates of 
our 
aint. 
One of the greatest benefits resulting from the 
indefatigable zeal of 
t. }'rancis of Sale
, wns the 
foundation of the IIoly House at Thonon, (ag this 
college was c,'llled,) a foundation due as mu
h to his 
solicitude, a3 to the munificence and piety of Charlcd 
Emmanuel. 
The holy man perceived the convenience of the 
city of Geneva, where the concourse of strangers 
was great, and the neighbourhood could not well 
be deprived of it and its commerce, without bein
 
drhFen back on Lausanne, the second stronghold of 
arostasy. There was no other place throughout the 
coun try where you th could go to study the sciencc
, 
the liberal arts, or mechanics, while residcnce 
there exposed them to the loss of faith; he saw, 
D10reO\Fer, that mnongst the Catholics there was no 
etrcat for the new converts, whose property was 
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confiscated by the Calvinists; those Catholics, on the 
contrary, who embraced Calvinism, at once found both 
riches and wives in Geneva, advantages which enticed 
many to renounce their faith. He determined, then, 
to found a house in Thonon, where all the arts and sci- 
ences should be taught, and where those who abjured 
heresy could be trained and educated on Catholic 
principles, and which would be most useful to souls, 
especially if everyone contributed thereto according 
to his means. He proposed his plan to his compan- 
ions and to the bishop, who encouraged him to solicit 
the approval and concurrence of the prince, who at 
once consented to the proposal, and was most anx- 
ious to see it carried into effect. Nothing more was 
needed but the authorization of the Pope, who 
remitted the affair to Cardinal di Giuri, and he 
pursued it with great ardour. At length all delays 
and difficulties attendant on such matters in the 
court of Rome, were removed, and Clement VIII. 
expedited a bull, dated 13th September, 1599, 
whereby the Holy House was instituted. In it it 
was decreed that the house should be governed by a 
prefect and seven secular priests, who should be 
obliged to observe the rules of the Ron1an Fathers 
of the Oratory, and granted to the college the pri- 
vileges, inuTIunities, and favours enjoyed by all other 
uni versi ties, especially those of Bologna and P erugia. 
That the house n1ight not be unprovided with neces- 
sary sustenance, to the college funds were added 
three conventual priories, nmnely, of San J oyre, of 
Nantua; and of Contamina, which were then in con1- 
nlendam; although this union was not to take place 
tjll after the death of the actual possessors. 
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It was afterwards taken under the protection of 
the I 101 Y See, and of one of the cardinals of the 
l\.oman Church, namely, Ihroniu
, whilst Franci
, 
who was the author of the founda.tion, was named 
prefect; he, together with other ecclcsiastic
, was 
empowered to draw up such statutes as he deemed 
expedient, and to change thcln as times and circum. 
stances should require. In fine, l)lenary indulgcncc9 
were granted to all who should enter to live in that 
house, on the day of their entrance, or for visiting 
the church on the festival dédicated to our Blessed 
Lady. 
IIaving received this bull, Francis began to form 
the house; he gave the church of 81. lIyppolitus to 
the college, changing its title into that of "Our 
Lady of Compassion," and a

igned t]le Church of' 
St. Augustin, dependant on the said priory of 
t. 
II yppolitus, to the fathers of the Society of Jesus. 
The prince contributed twelve thousand scudi 
towards the building, and a gentleman, a recent con- 
vert, gave eight thousand. Then, with the partici- 
pation of the bishop, (without whose consent he 
never did anything,) of the Archbishop of Viennp, 
of the abbot of .Abondance, of some canons of the 
cathedral of Bergara, knights of SSe )laurice and 
Lazarus, of the Capuchin fathers, and of some other 
Inissionary companions, he drew up the statutes, 
endeavouring to accommodate them to those of 
the Oratory, yet changing many things to meet 
the difft'rent object for which the new college wa3 
intended. 
The rules are so prudent, that by observing them, 
this little congregation has hitherto nlaintaincd its 
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credit, notwithstanding all the opposition of th@ 
n1alevolent. There are a prefect and a rector who 
are perpetual. A sacristan and treasurer are elected! 
and are chant;ed from time to time. The rector ha
 
the charge of souls. But the college is likewise 
governed by two other religious comlnunities, viz., 
the Capuchins and the regular clerics of St. Paul, 
who replaced the Jesuits. Thanks to these rnea-, 
sures, the profound erudition and the ardent zeal 
for the conversion of heretics, which so peculiarly 
distinguished the apostle of the Chablais, his piety, 
his sweetness, his charity to the poor, have long sur- 
vived him. 
Under the wise direction of these three bodies, 
which form but one, and hltve but one heart, the 
house of the ar ts still flourishes, though originally 
founded chiefly for the sake of the new converts, who 
were educated in piety, as well as formed to some 
useful profession. This preference is still given to 
neophytes, who wear a purple dress, and are pro- 
vided with all necessaries. '{bey are admitted froll1 
the age of nine to twenty, and number fron1 :fifteen 
to twenty individuals of either sex. There are 
separate apartments appropriated to different l11anu- 
factures taught by competent masters, according to 
each one
s capacity; the object being to train them 
to utility as well as piety. 
This little community was no sooner erected than 
it was joined by the Capuchin fathers, whose labours 
so materially assisted St. Francis of Sales in bring- 
ing back the stray sheep to the fold of Jesus Christ. 
Their salutary instructions both in the pulpit and 
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the confc"sional were now devoted to tIle conversion 
of sinners and the sanctification of souls. 
As the harvest at this period was abundant, it 
became necc
sary to call in additional labourers, and 
to procure professors to teach the Bl'lle:J Lcttres and 
sciences in the new collegc of Thonon, endo\V
d with 
regal munificence by the nuke. The Jesuits were 
called, hut they withdrew, I know not fi)r wha.t 
cau,c, and then St. Franci
 exerte(l himself nnd 
succeeded in procuring sonle of the TIarnabitc 
fathers. Their church is one of the most mngnifi- 
c
nt, and the college one of the be5t regulated that 
we know of. Perfl'ctly fulfillin rr the duties of faith- 
ful Jninisters, they are solely occupipù in prOlnoting 
the glory of God nnd the salvation of soul.. They 
teac1l 
c1wlnstic and mornl theology, philosophy, 
rhetoric, and humanities. Three paid regents in- 
struct the youths in the principles of grammar in 
three diff
rent cIas
es. They moreover officiate in 
their church in the most edifying manner, and nlain- 
tain four missionaries,. who, by appointment of the 
Bishop of Geneva, spend six months of the year in 
giving n1Î;;;sions through the various parishes of 
the province, remaining at their own expense five or 
six week3 in each. They are no encumbrance to the 
people, accepting no presents and no alms for l\Ias
cs. 
Not content with proclaiming the word of God t]nee 
tinles a day, they likewise endeavour to relieve the 
nliseries of the people, by di
tributing abundant 
alms. From all this we may infer how great an 
advantage has been conferred in this royal founda- 
tion, by means of which the glory of God is propa 
gated, whilst the faithful are greatly edified. 
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Through the protection of the Saint, now in 
heaven, we trust that this work, which owes its 
origin to his solicitude whilst on earth, nlay be per- 
petual. 


CHAPTER XXXVI. AND XXXVII. 


CONTINUED LABOURS OF ST. FRANCIS.-WAR IN 
SAVOY. 


WHILST Francis was continuing his labours, he 
received the congratulations of all good people, who 
l'ejoiced in the prospect of having him for their 
pastor; nt>r was the bishop ever tired of reperusing 
the brief sent him by the Pope. lIe had several 
copies taken, for it contained high commendation of 
the Saint, as well as of his own choice of him for a 
coadjutor. As Hilarion Furier, one of the bishop's 
chaplains, was copying it, the prelate said to him, 
somewhat prophetically, "Take notice of what you 
see him do, because the day will come when you 
will have to answer juridically on these matters;" 
and so it happened when the cause of the Saint's 
canonization was introduced. 
Just at this time we read of an incident dep,med 
miraculous, though it could not much raise him in the 
opinion of the people, for they already looked upon 
him as a saint. He overheard a lady in an adjoin- 
ing house shrieking under the pains of parturition, 
and whose life was in danger. He sent his brother, 
John Francis, with a girdle which he had brought 
from Loreto, desiring that it should be applied to 
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the sufferer. N 0 soon
r wa
 this ùone by the 
UUl.trons who assisted her, than sIle was immediately 
delivered, to the astonislnnent of her frienùs, who 
attributpd it to the prayers of the tsaint; for he 
had remained in deep recollection &1.ud prayer during 
the time she was in danger. 
Equally honourable to hilll were two letters 
written by Curdinal AldoLrandini, the Pope's 
nephew, who was conllni
sioned by his uncle to 
attend to the af[Lirs of the bishopric; they were 
transmitted through the nuncio at Turin, and were 
to the following effect. In the first, he says, " The 
remedy proposed by the provost of the church of 
Geneva, to appease the conscience of the people of 
Thonon on the subject of u
ury, is not unsatisfac- 
tory to our Holy ,Father. lie says that it will be 
expedient to take advantage of some solemn testival, 
to which an indulgence is annexed, and exhort the 
people nlutually to forgive and remit the u"uries of 
which they Dlay have been guilty amongst each 
other, and to do this as a free donative, the confes- 
Sors using their best endeavours to promote this 
reciprocal remission. IS' ow this plan is gratifying to 
IIis IIoliness, who confers all power and authority 
for carrying it into effect. This and other letters 
will satisfy the desires and ardent zeal of the pro- 
yost, who, I can assure you, is highly commended by 
IIis Holiness." In the second we read, "Our Holy 
Father finds from the letters of the coadjutor of 
Geneva, that it is necessary to "falidate many mar- 
riages contracted by the people of 1'honon, within 
the prohibited degrees of consanguinity; where- 
fore, opening the bosom of his mercy an d clemency 
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for the salvation of these souls, he concedes and 
confers, by these letters which he orders me to write, 
all due authority upon him, to take the necessary 
expedients." 
In consequence of these two letters, the nnn
io 
wrote and told him that he had full power to 
remedy the disorders arising from these two cases; 
conceding as sub-delegate, the said power and 
authority. lIe availed himself of these powers, to 
the benefit and consolation of many souls, who had 
been entangled in a lniserable intricacy, from which 
they saw no means of escape. 
For the complete accon1plishn1ent of the pontifical 
bull, and of the patents of hiB Highness, which had 
been admitted by the senate and the chamber of 
peers in Savoy, the bishop called a synod, citing all 
to appear at it who had any claim to the benefices of 
the Chablais, and to give an account of such claims; 
but so few made their appearance, that the bishop 
at the suggestion of his holy coadjutor, decided on 
repairing to Thonon for the better arrangement of 
the affair; they set out, therefore, accampanied by 
the vicar-general, Chizè, D' Angeville the dean, 
aud some others, including De Rochette, the pre- 

ident, deputed by the Duke, as we have already 
said. 
The Saint pressed the prompt execution of the 
measure, repeatedly reminding them, that since the 
sheep were brought back to the fold, it was but just 
to provide for the pastors who were to watch over 
them. 
\Vhilst they were concerting mensures, and hop- 
ing to bring them to a speedy conclusion, war broke 
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out in Savoy, and obliged them all to return to 
their respective re
illences. The new converts would 
have been seriously injured by this circumstance, if 
the :Saint with his usual zeal and yigilance, huù not 
exerted him
clf in order to avert the evil conse- 
quences of it. 
'fhin3s can ncvpr be so '\\ ell regulated in this 
\Vorla, U:ì not to be liable to the shocks of contra- 
diction, as St. Fr.1.11Cis of 
1l1cs fully experienccJ in 
the year l()
)O. Thirty-five curacies "ere filled up, 
churches were repaired, anù religion triumphant had 
given a new aspect to the Chablais, insomuch that 
the people beinó now unJecei '-e I, beg<1.n to do of 
their own free will, what before had merely been 
done under the influence of human respect; but all 
at once, heresy which i3 ever ready to seize an}" 
opportuni ty t"ì1.voluable to its design:;, was on the 
point of re-entering thi3 fair province in the wake of 
the war declared by Henry, king of France, again5t 
Charles Emmanuel, Duke of Savoy, for the recovery 
of the marquisate of Saluzzo. 
Taking advantage of the civil and religious war 
which distracted France during the reign of Henry 
I II., the Duke of Savoy took possession of the mar- 
quisate, on the plea of some ancient claim, as well as 
to prevent the heretics from the conquest of it, for, 
once in their power, it would have been a key to 
open to them the door of Italy. 'Yhen IIenry I\T. 
ascended the French throne, he in5isted on the 
restoration of the marquisate, whilst the Duke, on 
hi3 part, resolved to D1aintain his conquest. This 
point could not be adjusted at tbe treaty of Ver- 



396 


s. FRANCIS DE SALES. 


vins, and had been remitted to the arbitration of the 
Pope. 
The Duke suspected that the Pope was leaping to 
the side of Franct, and manifested his distrust in a 
manner offensive to His Holiness, who therefore 
refused to arbitrate, and left tbe parties to settle 
their differences as best they could. The Duke 
went in person to meet the king, who received him 
with every den1onstration of estemll and respect, but 
to all his comlllendations on the high merits of the 
prince, he added these words, "But he retains my 
marquisate." The Duke was convinced therefore 
that he had no tirne to lose, as his l\Iajesty was 
already preparing arms against him, and he hastily 
recrossed the Alps to raise his own troops, and be in 
readiness for the encounter. 
Lesdiguières followed him almost immediately, 
whilst the 1\larshal de Biron entered Bresse. Two 
provinces were quickly subjected to the king, owing 
to the treachery of some, and the cowardice of others 
entrusted with the protection of the passes. The 
king himself entered the provinces of Faussigny and 
the Chab]ais, which not even thought of defending 
themselves. As he approached Geneva, the Protes- 
tants there sent to offer their troops to aid hilll 
towards the conquest of the whole country. His 

Iajesty accepted the offer-the Calvinists eagerly 
re-entered the Chablais to wreak their vengeance on 
the Catholics, though under the pretence of second- 
ing France. '\tVe Inay easily imagine how religion 
was threatened; the Duke's troops being shut up in 
the towns, and the country left to the mercy of the 
heretics. The priests were driven away, and bene- 
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flees were seized by the Calvinists, whilst the neo- 
phytes, still weak in the faith, could hardly be ex- 
pected to withstand such a persecution. 
Though L1'rancis had Inore reason than anyone 
else to dread the heretics who hated him to the very 
death, he re50lved to stand forward ß
ninst them, a3 
a wall to the house of 15racl. llis first thought was 
to write to Cardinal Joyeuse, who had great po,,,"cr 
in France; and then, with consent of the bic;:hop, 
to repair to Grenoble, and procure letters of recom- 
nlendation from the Duke of Kcmours to the king, 
beseeching him not to allow the Calvinists to preach 
in the Cho.blais, or in any way innovate the existing 
rositiorl of religion there. lInving obtained the 
letters, he returned to Annecy, and entered the town 
by one gate as the king was entering it by another. 
lIe drew up several memorials to present to his 
l\Iajesty, together with the letters from the Duke of 
N emonrs ; they were presen ted by the Bishop ot 
Grenoble, who was received by the king with all the 
courtesy usually shown by him to persons of merit, 
especially prelateg. lIe assured the bishop that for 
the love of God and the Church, and also froIlI 
respect to himself, (for he knew he had ever faith- 
fully discharged his pastoral duties,) he would not 
permit anything to be done to the prejudice of reli- 
gion in the Chablais. ,V ords worthy of his most 
Christian l\Iajesty, and words which restored the 
good bishop's courage. 
No sooner had the king quitted .Annecy, than a 
report reached the town, that the property and 
benefices possessed by the order of SS. 
Iaurice and 
Lazarus, had been confiscated for the benefit of the 
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king. His Lieutenant-General 1\Ionglan bad given 
this order at the suggestion of the heretics, whose 
errors he had embraced. So great an evil as this 
required a pron1pt remedy, which no one but Francis 
was able to effect. His presence only could console 
and anin1ate the neophytes, and recall the dispersed 
pastors. He started for the Chablais, and had not 
walked more thall an hour, when he waa taken pri- 
soner by the soldiers, who suspected from his ap- 
pearance that they had picked up a rich prey; they 
accordingly led him to the Seigneur de Vitry. In 
this event lnan had one design and Almighty God 
l1ad another. 'Vhen de Vitry found out who he 
was, he seen1ed almost ready to worship his prisoner; 
he gazed on the servant of God with veneration, and 
listened to hill1 ,,,ith pleasure, noticing that he 
breathed an air of sanctity. He undertook to carry 
the king's intentions into effect, giving precise orders 
that their houses should be restored to the pari
h 
priests, as well as their property, and thus the here- 
tics were hun1bled. De Vitry desired the captain of 
the king's guards, then serving under him, to pre- 
sent the holy n1an to the king, who was then in 
Chmnbery, assuring him that the monarch would 
welcome and favour him, as his merits deserved; 
but the Saint gratefu
ly declined the offer, saying 
that though he had the highest veneration for so 
great a king, he did not think he ought to visit him; 
that at present such a step would expose hiln to 
censure, but at another time he would b9 glad of 
the honour. lIe was now in arms against the Duke 
of Savoy, whose subject Francis was. It was to be 
hoped that peace would soon be restored, and then 
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it would indeed be gratifying to him to pay his 
respects to his 
laje
ty. De Vitry udmirt'd the pru- 
dence and mudtsty of the t)aint, praising in a 
bavoyard what, in 
imilar circumstunce
, he would 
Le glaJ to notice in the t:iuhjects of the king, lIe 
took IC'1ve of Francis with n'gret, and deemed him- 
self furtunate in making acquaintnnce with a Illan 
so accompli.:ihed nllll so well adorned with c\ ery 
virtue. 
Taking advantage of the '[arquis de Vitry's good 
"ill, he obtained fi'om him the requisite patenb, and 
then set out to make the general visitation of the 
dioce,e of Geneva, more especially of the parishes of 
the Chabluis; and be succeeded so well, notwith- 
standing the war, that he everyw here restored orùer, 
appointed mi
sionaries to cuuntl'ract the designs of 
the Calvinists, anù re.establi::,lh'd an the parish 
priests. 
lIe went first to ...\.llinge
, and it wus astonishing 
to see with what court('
y he '\11S received by 
General 
Ionglun, although a heretic, who then was 
in cOInmand of the fortress. Letters from de Vi try 
and the bishop, informed him of the rank and merit 
of the holy mun. Kot only did he readily comply 
with the will and orders of the king, but he like- 
wise approved and commended them. At the re- 
quest of the Saint he granted sufe-conducts to the 
curates and other priests; thus showing the esteem 
he entertained for so ill ustrious a personage; he 
moreover restored the sequestrations, and forbade the 
ministers who accompanied the troops from dissem- 
inating their doctrines among the people. 
On quitting Allinges, Francis gave himself up to 
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labours and journeys for the ad vantage of religion; 
ever on the move, recalling and encouraging the 
clergy, dispersed and intin1Ïdated by the war. lIe 
raised the spirits of the inmates of the Holy House, 
worked wonders everywhere for the support of 
religion assailed in the ver
 provinces where he had 
planted it with so much toil. It was looked upon as 
quite miraculous that this war proved of so little 
advantage to the heretics, and under God, the glory of 
this was a'3cribed to St. Francis. It must, however, 
be admitted that the king likewise contributed 
thereto; he separated his interests from those of 
God, and would not allow religion to be interfered 
with, insisting on its being maintained in the same 
state as it was previous to the war; he resisted the 
solicitations of the Calvinists, who fought in great 
nUln bers under his banner, nor would he on any 
account consent to the re-establishment of their 


errors. 
Francis being recalled by his bishop, repaired to 
Annecy towards the end of October, and put the 
finishing stroke to the affairs of the Chablais, uni- 
ting some of the smaller parishes, which singly 
were not able to support a curate, assigning com- 
petent revenues to them all. He n,tade arrange- 
nlents with the owners of the benefices, who were 
bound to furnish the parochial clergy with a 
Illoderate cOlnpetency. 
Thus, after infinite toil, dangers, sufferings, vigils, 
anxieties and journeys, the Catholic faith was 
restored by St. Francis of Sales in the finest pro- 
vinces of the kingdOln of the Allobroges, so that 
with good reason he is styled the apostle of that 
country. 
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CIL\.PTEH XXXVIII. 


PEACE UE:') rORFD. 


lIE PUF.\Cnr.s THE I E
T AT 


.AXXFCY. V;
.\TlI Of HIS L\'1'llE1I,-.\ ,SnuUT SKEITH 
OF IIDI. 


_\. r the h{>ginning of the scvcntpcn th century, so 
fruitful ill remalkuble evcnt:;, the
e thill.rg touk 
o 
place at _\.nIlLcy, und Cardinal ...\..ldobranJiui PIl<1ca.- 
youreJ to nlake peace bctwcell the killg 0.11,1 th,-, 
Duke. The 
UCCCSSCg of the formcr nlarml.,l the 
wllCJle of Italy; all the princes were anxious that 
thl' b
lnncrs of the f
Jrtuno.te king should be carried 
to somc more distant locality, and that a war which 
threatcned the ruin of their states should be hrought 
to 0. close. Our Lord was plra
cJ to bl
sg the nH
lli- 
ation of the Legate .Aldubrandini; peace was con.' 
eluJcd and pracbimed at Lyons on the 17th Janu- 
ary, IGOl. The king cedcd the Inarquisatc of 
Saluzzo to the Duke, and the Duke surrendereJ 
Brc--5c and his otl1Cl' territoric3 beyond the Ulwne a3 
far as Geneva to the king, so that the arrangement 
wa:; advantageous to both parties; neverthele5s, it 
was said that the king had bargained like a mer-- 
chant, and the Duke like a prince; because the 
nlarquisate, considered in it5clf only, was inferior ill 
value to the countries ceded by his IIigIme::,s; but 
this treaty quite shut the king out of Italy, and 
rendered the Duke wholly independent of France. 
P
ace having rt:stored tranquillity and goud orùer 
VOL 1.-
G. 
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in Savoy, Francis was requested by the syndicate to 
preach the I../ent at Annecy. The people, who had 
so long loved him, eagerly desired to behold him again 
in their pulpit, having been deprived of his sermons 
during his missions in the Chablais. Although after 
such inconceivable fatigues, he must have stood in 
need of repose, his affection for the city would 
not allow him to refuse what was so earnestly soli- 
cited. In in1Ïtation of our divine Saviour and of 
the Baptist, he prepared himself for preaching by a 
retreat, in which he disciplined himself by prayer 
and study; but his retirement was interrupted by the 
intelligence of the dangerous illness of his father the 
Count of Sales; the alarm of his family was aggra- 
vated by the advanced age of the invalid. Francis 
immediately hastened to Sales, and found him in 
evident danger; the presence of his son highly còn- 
soled him, for from the date of his elevation to the 
priesthood, and from respect to his well-known 
virtue, he looked up to him as a father. He made 
his general confession to the Saint, received the 
Viaticum from him, and all the assistance needed to 
a happy death; he was never weary of hearing him 
discourse on spiritual things. Night and day was 
Francis at the beside of his dying father, and though 
his heart was penetrated with the deepest grief, he 
had sufficient self-command to be able to console and 
support his sorrowing mother and the rest of the 
family
 
Almighty God, however, spared him the most 
bitter drop of grief, by so disposing things that he 
should not be present at his father's death. The 
invalid appeared to rally, and his physicians affirmed 
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that, if he did not qnite reco\,(\r, at all e\"cnts Francis 
Inight safèly leave him Juring Lcnt. Hdyinõ on 
thc opinion of the Joctur
, th
 ð.LÏnt, with his 
fu,ther's full con"cnt, returned to .\nnecy, and lWg,lll 
his Lenten sernl(HlS with his accu:,tomeù ardour and 
success. God blessed his apostolic labours. K ot 
only did his hcarers frequently apply to him the 
words of the J
ws in allusion to our :::;aviour, " lIe 

peaketh as no Juan hath ever spoken;" thl'Y were 
likewise mo,.eJ to repentance, and would privatcly 
rcpJ.ir to him and restore u..,uries, lay a
ide anilIl\Jsi- 
ti
s and confess their sins, so that the writers of the 
time tell us that the city of .Annccy rcscmbled a 
well-rcgnb.tcù rcligiou3 hnuse. 
On the Jth of .\.pril, when the Si.lint was on the 
point of clltl.ring the pulpit to preach on the gospel 
of Lazarus dead and rai:'ied to life, news wus brought 
him of his father's death, and of the nflliction of the 
bereaved nlOthcr and fiLtuily, who were anxiously 
awaiting his arrival at home, both for their own 
consolation, and that he might give the neces
ary 
directions for the funeral, and so forth. Thi;, pain- 
ful intelligence was more than sufficient to di
turb 
any other heart in a conj1
ncture when he stood in 
need of all hiC) presence of n1ind. Ire len-cd his 
father ".ith aU the affection of a dutiful S0n, and 
was loved by him more than any of his other children; 
and yet, after recollecting himself for a moment, and 
oíf
ring the sacrifice of one so well loved, lie made 
an act of re:-ignation to Divine Ju.;;tice, (which con- 
demns all lllankilld to die,) adored God who li,.es for 
ever and ever, and then had the courage to cnter the 
pulpit, preaching with so much caIn1 zeal, that no 



404 


S. FRANCIS DE SALES. 


one had an idea of his grief, until at the close of his 
discourse he requested the prayers of his audience 
for the dear departed, and their consent for him to 
go and pay the last honours where they were so 
justly due. 
Francis was not one of those who parade th eir 
firmness and glory in being insensible to the dictates 
of nature; nevertheless, everyone admired his 
fortitude in such trying and, for the n10lnent, un- 
looked-for circumstances; but still greater was their 
surprise and admiration when, having devoted the 
reluainder of Friday and the following day tù his 
duties at home, they saw hin1 enter the pulpit un 
Sunday, so that no sermon was Olnitted in conse- 
quence of his afflicting loss, for Saturday was always 
a fi'ee day. 
He proved the truth of the apostle's words, that 
the just man lives by faith, for fiáth supported him 
under all the trials of this life; and though it did 
not prevent him from feeling the stroke, at least it 
imparted such fortitude as to save hinl from disquie- 
tude of soul. To the generality of Inankind, this 
seems insensibility, but it is virtue; it seelns hard- 
heartedness, but it is respectful submission to God's 
orders. The sterling worth of the Count of Sales 
nlade him beloved by all; his ]O:3S therefore IllUSt 
have been a poignant grief to his affectionate son, 
but the will of God sweetens every bitter, and to 
IIis will the will of Francis was ever inseparably 
united. The reader will tolerate a short di3re3sion 
in the following slight sketch of the father of our 
illustrious Saint. 
Francis, Lord of Sales, was the son of the third 
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J.Jord John, and of Claudina. of Charensonay. lIe 
"as born in the) car l
):!:!, prpciscIy one hundred 
)'cJ.rs befùre the death of his son. His earlier years 
were devoted to stw]y, alHI he wa
 fippointed p3.Jc to 
the prince of I.luxemuourJ, Count of l\Iartigue
, 
who pos
('
:')ed mnny Ianù:-. in :-,a\'o.r. _'\.t this court 
]It
 acquired the noLle accomplishments hditting 
Ili
 rank, and recl'ived honoura.hle n.pp'1intments 
flom his patron. lIe afterwards served lIis mo
t 
t'hri
tian )Iaje
ty in the cavalry of the Duke 
d' Estamps, anù distinguished him
elf fit the 
il'ges of 
])i
ier and Lalldrecy, as" ell no) on other occasi'Jns, 
1
)r which he \\ as hunourably rewa.rded. Being 
invited to s('rve the Duke of Kemour::, he frequellÍl'd 
t he French court, and proycd himsdf an fihle ùiplu. 
Jnatist in ,'urious emba::;sies cntru
ted to him. 011 
returning to his own country, he married Fnlllces de 
')ionas, a ùamsd of distinguished rank, ùl'auty, and 
yirtue; he ha\ring cumpleted the fortieth year of 
]1Ïs ll3 c . Later than this, he gave proofs of his 
,"alour and prudence, and was accurùingly aùmitted 
to the counsels of his sJvereign. In 1.;f;J he 
nppcared at the head of the nobility of the Gcneve
e 
and Faussigny. in the city of Anllecy, when James 
of Sa,'oy, Duke of X emours, held the states-genpral 
of the country. awl shO\,'ed his experience and Wi3- 
donI in unravel1ing the most intricate affairs, draw- 
ing upon himself the commendation of the prince 
and the applause of all. By command of Emmanuel 
Philiùert, Duke of Savoy, he entered Annecy, find 
rescued it from fire and sword, delivering it fronl 
the troops of Count na
onis, who were bent on its 
destructiùu. Laden wi th 
'ears and lUeri t::;. 
!.!ld 
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blessed with å nunlerous progeny, he sought repose 
in his castle of Sales. He' was endowed with an 
elf'vatef} nlind and solid judgment, he was courageous 
in enterprise, moderate at table, sparing of his word
, 
courteous in manner, eloquent in discourse, the enemy 
of vain di3pJay, and he wa3 respected by his equals 
and beloved by all. He was remarkable for his libe- 
rality to those who requirf'd it, and most charitable 
to the poor, administering justice to all under him 
with unswerving rectitude. 
But there was nothing in which he more signa- 
lised himself than in his Jove for the Catholic reli- 
gion. Such was his con tempt for heresy, that he 
used to say nothing should induce him to embrace a 
religion which he had seen born, alluding to Cal- 
vinism, which he said was his junior by twelve 
years. 'Ve have ulready mentioned his kindness 
towards converts and poor Catholic families. He 
communicated at least once a month, a most unusual 
thing in those days, and during l1is last illness 
received holy communion three times. From the 
first year of his son's ordination, he placed himself 
under his direction, to the great advantage of his 
soul. 'Vhen he found himself at the point of death, 
he sununoned all his children then at Sales, and like 
the ancient patriarchs, gave suitable advice to each 
one and his blessing to all, constituting Francis 
Coadjutor of Geneva, their eldest brother, to be their 
father in his stead, and enjoined them to obey him, 
remitting the care of his family to his consort the 
Lady of Sales. He calmly and holily expired at the 
age of seventy-eight, fortifif'd with all the rites of 
the Church, with the crucifix in his hand, and 
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i
ted by the vicar of Thoren
. lIe \\ as buried 
with all due honour in the parish church of Thorens, 
fullowed to the gravc by his chiltlren, relatives, 
dependants, a vast concourse of the nobility, and 
what is still more, hy multitudes of poor who received 
an abundant alms both of food and clothirlg on the 
occasion. The Dominican ti.1thers frollt .Annecy 
as
isted at the soll'mnity. From the JCJ.r 1-!G9 
they ha\"e been under the obligation of accompany- 
ing the Counts of 
ales to the tomb. 
I Ie and Frances de 
ionas his wife had thirteen 
children, 6C\ en sons find f;ix <laugh lers, of whom 
on Iy eigh t survived their int
lI1cy. Francis, the fir3t 
born, has becn the glory of the hou
c of ""ales, ùt>ar 
to God and man; anù if the Church triumphant 
received him into glory, the Church militant vene- 
rates him as one of her greJ.tL'St saints. 
Gallois, a man of great piety and pruùence, mar- 
ried, and had seven children, who left no issue. lIe 
died young, in the arms of the holy bishop, who 
was his director. Amongst his children, Joseph 
deserves men don; he was a religious of the orùer 
called llarnabites, and expired just after celebrating 
:\Iass at the altar of his saintly uncle, recently 
canonizeù, saying, like the holy old Simeon, ".Now 
will I depart in peace," as if he had only waited for 
this happiness. On descending from the altar, he 
went to his bed, asked for and received Extreme 
Unction, and then calmly resigned his soul to 
God. 
Lewis was much honoured by his sovereign, and 
on Inany occasions signalized his piety towards God, 
his fidelity to his prince, his charity to the poor, his 
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prudence and his val our. lIe was tenderly loved by 
his saintly brother, whOln he honoured as a father. 
He was twice married and had several children, one 
of wl10m was Charles Augustus, afterwards prince- 
hishop of Geneva. The edifying life of Count Lewis 
of Sales was given to the public by the Canon 
d 'Anteville. 
John Francis was the successor of our Saint in 
the episcopal chair, and the worthy imitator of his 
virtues, as váll be seen elsewhere. 
Gasparda was married to the daughter of the 
l..ord of Corn ill on; she was one of her holy brother"s 
dearest spiritual daughters; their correspondence 
proves that she was a lady of great piety and prayer, 
who knew how to use the world as if she used it 
not. It was in one of his letters to her, that he 
said we ought to live in this world with our mindg 
raised to heaven, remembel ing that in a 
hort time 
our bodies will be in the grave. 
Bernard, Baron of Sales and Thorens, was by the 
Saint's n1anagenlent declared head of the fmnily, and 
Jnarried to one of the daughters of the Baron de 
Chantal. The Bishop of Bellay has left us a' 
description of the virtues of this admirable couple, 
under the names of Chrisanto and Daria. 
Janus de Sales was a knight of the order of St. 
John of 
ralta, field-marshal and commander-in- 
chief of the cavalry of Savoy. lIe was appointed 
governor of Nizza, in 'which town he introduced the 
'
isitation Order founded by his brother. lIis 
p-reatest delight was converse with the religious on 
Gud and on pious subjects. lIe died in this distin- 
guished p08t, leaving behind him a high opinion of 
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his yirtue find yalour. IIis last words werc, "0 how 
good find joyful ß thin
 it i
 that hrcthrpn f-lloulJ 
dwcll to}!cther in uniun 1" I fe wn:-:; the lust hut one 
of the hrotlll'rs, who went (a:i hi
 edif) inó lifl. gi\.C3 
TP<1S0n to belieye) to be united with the rest fùr a 
hli...::,ful eternity. 
.Toannn was the youngpst of tbe family, and wn
 
confided to the carc of the Baroness de Chnntal, 
with whom she died, to the great n>gret of that 
Indy, as "en as of ber n10thcr anù of tIle holy 
hi
hop. Such were the brothers and si
ter:5 of our 

ùint 


CHAPTER XXXIX. 


EXPCI.SION' OF THE HEP.FTICAI. ASSAILAXT3 FRO)I TIlE 
CnADLAIS. l'U.U.CIS GOES TO rAms. 


TilE saints find their repo
e in lahour. Toil suc- 
ceeds toil like the links ()f ß. chain, l'cnllering tllcir 
lives admirahle, and their exmnple worthy of our 
imitation. :Francis is hut another illu:-,tration of 
this assertion. 1\0 sooner had he completcd his Lenten 
{'ourse than he anxiously hasted to the Chahlais. 
] Ie heard that the heretics had entered the province 
in anns, accompanied by son1e other n1Ïnisters, in- 
tendin ó to re-establish theIl1 there. They easily 
drove away the curates who had no protection or 
a

istance. The Saint saw that nothing but force 
could kef'p then1 down, since treaties of peace did 
not hind theln. lIe repaired to Allinges, and consult- 
ed the governor, Baron de Brotte, who de3patched 
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a regiment of soldiers, and these speedily dislodged 
the intruders fronl two villages in which they had 
fortified themselves. Thus did corporal arms punish 
those who had so often been discomfited by the 
spiritual weapons of the Saint, though no reasoning 
could divest theln of their obduracy. The parish 
priests were then recalled, and his sernlons confirmed 
several parishes in the faith. 
Having adjusted this affair, he next turned his 
thoughts towards Gex, one of the three Bailiwicks, 
where the faith ha.d hitherto made little progress. 
Being on the other side of the l{hone, it was more 
difficult of access, and was in the more ilnmediate 
vicinity of Geneva; the Calvinist ministers had 
consequently greater influence there. A.
 the coun-- 
try had changed its sovereign, having been recently 
ceded to France, Francis had no longer the same 
authority as when it belonged to Savoy, although it 
still fornled part of his diocese. 'Vith deep regret 
did the holy man reflect on the thirty-five parishes 
of which the Bailiwick is composed, thus left in 
error, or at least in danger of falling into it, well 
knowinO' at the same time that he could not extend 
o 
his mission thither without the protection of the 
king. He consul ted his bishop on the project he 
had formed of going to Fraace, in order to secure to 
himself the liberty of labouring in the conversion of 
his diocesans. The prelate, who with little strength 
to labour, had great zeal for the propagation of the 
faith, approved the plan, though very reluctant to 
lose his services and help towards the discharge of 
his pastoral functions. To ensure all due respect for 
his coadjutor when in Paris, he convoked a general 
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n-;sembly of the clergy of his diocese, in order that 
hl
 Inight appear as the deputy for the whole of the 
clergy of Geneva. 

\ll things being prepared, he was provided with 
the npcc5sary patclltg of the deputation, and judging 
that it was aùvisable to secure patronage ut the 
court of France, he pa
scd thrqugh Burgundy and 
obtained letters of introduction from the Baron de 
l.uz. IIis friends wisheù hinl to be con:--ccruted 
before he set out, that he might appear in tlle cos- 
tume of the prdacy; but the ::5aint humbly replied 
that as long as )[onsignor Granier lived, he would 
neither change his position in the Church nor the 
colour of his clothcs. lIe eDlbarked to cross the 

:bonne, against the advice of eyery one, for the 
river was then fearfully rnpid and D1uch swollen by 
long-continued rain. The vessel was, in truth, in 
great danger of sinking, its preservation was looked 
upon as miraculous by the president Faber and his 
son Hené, who with some others wcre the travel- 
ling companions of our Saint, many, indeed, attri- 
buted it to the prayers und confidence of the holy 
n1an, who, when all the rest were in consternation, 
c;:alnlly assured them that no accident would befal 
them, although they found it difficult to reach the 
oppo
ite shore. They succeeded in accomplishing 
this at the very time when Francis was on his 
knees absorbed in prayer. And whilst they, sur- 
rounding him, declared that God had saved many 
sinners for the sake of one just man, he endeavoured 
to change the thought, by telling them that their 
good fortune was wholly due to the goodness of God, 
in whom it beboved us always to confide, but more 
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especiaIIy when travelling with a view to the promo- 
tion of His glory. 
lie was welcOl11ed to Dijon by his intimate friend 
the Baron de Luz, who treated hin1 with great 
honour, in consequence of which he was visited by 
the most distinguished members of the parliament 
and city. Almighty God used this opportunity of 
making hin1 known: and this contributed materially 
at a bter period to the profit of many souls, to the 
foundation of the order of the Visitat.ion, and to the 
glory of God; for being afterwards invited to Dijon 
by its inhabitants, whose esteem he had 'gained, 
he effècted vast projects, as will be detailed in due 
tin1e. 
flaving obtained letters of recommendation from 
the Baron, who had many friends at court, and who 
stood high in the good graces of the king, he set 
out for Paris. His influence no doubt disposed 
both the sovereign and the court to favour the 
coadjutor of Geneva, of whom the Baron's letters 
spoke in the 1110st advantageous terms. As soon as 
his l\Iajesty had read them, he gave him such une- 
quivocal proofs of his esteem, as to awaken the 
jealousy of luany, who endeavoured to ruin him, and 
would have succeeded ll3.d the prince been a less 
clear-sighted Ulan, or had the virtues of the Saint 
been of a less sublin1e character; but, being what 
he was, he stooJ beyond the reach of suspicion in 
the nlind of him whom base insinuations were in- 
tended to n1Ïslead. 
On his arrival at Paris, although l1e placed great 
reliance on the recommendations of the Baron, he 
would nevertheless avail himself of the intervention 
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of tIle Pope's nuncio, morc e:,p .cially fiS the 
ff.lir3 
he had to treat upon were th.Þe of religion. The 
Bishop of Camerino was then acting as nuncio; the 

aillt had bt>come acquainted with him at HOllll'; he 
therefore informed him of the moti Vt' of his journey 
to Pari::;, ßwl rC(l'lcsted hi
 interest with the king 
und hi
 mil1isters. Hemcmhering how highly thu 
coadjutor of Geneva \\US cstccmcù at the court ûl 
l
olllc, he promised Ilim his nssi
tance, and ofJered t(. 
accompa.ny him to the royal prcs
ncc. The two 
accordingly went togetht:r, whcn Frnnci:) Win 
recein
d by the king with all the atl:LLility that won 
for hi!u the respect of tureigllcr
, as \\ ell us the 
devotc.l affection uf his own 
ubjeéts. The S.Lint 
prc::,cnted his letter:) from the bishop arid from tbe 
Buron de LUL:, and maLIc an eloquent harangue on the 
subject of hi;; mission. IIi
 noble bearing pleased 
Ills )Iajesty, fil1d rai
ed him in the opinion of the 
courtiers. The king condcscerlliingly replied that 
he had not furgotten all the good hè had heard of 
him in Savoy, and a:o:surcd him that justice ðhoull 
be administereù; he then sent him to Villeroi, the 
secretary of state. 
..A.t this epoch the Calvinists wcre uU powerful in 
France; the liberty of publicly profes..;ing their 
so-called reform, granted by the eùict of Kantes, 
had pervertl'd many. Great part of tile nobility 
"as Calvinist, filling high chargc.3 and offices, whilst 
the court swarmed with heretics. The king hinlself, 
though sincerely converteù, had been brought up in 
that creed, and favoured it much for the sake of the 
many belonging to it, who lJad signalized themselves 
ill his service, and their illflueúce counterbalanced 
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that of the Catholics, so that the demands of Francis 
were strongly opposed. 
He had scarcely opened the subject to ViIIeroi, 
than he rejected his proposals, warmly contesting 
his -arguments. But the Saint was not to be 
daunted so easily; he pleaded his cause with such 
energy, that at length the secretary asked hÏ1n to 
commit his views and wishes to paper, that he might 
exanline them at leisure. He accordingly drew up 
and presented his Dlemorial, which contained two 
fundamen tal articles. The first regarded the re- 
establishment of Catholicity in that province where 
the heretics would not permit liberty of conscience 
to Catholics, a severity not tolerated in any other 
part of the kingdom. The second was to compel 
unjust possessors to restore ecclesiastical property to 
its lawful owners, suggesting various nleans to faci- 
litate the re3titutions, with the least inconvenience 
to those who had to surrender them. The secretary 
disputed both articles, saying that as Gex was but 
recently conquered, and was situated so far from the 
centre of the kingdom, it would be very hazardous 
as yet to attempt any innovation on the score of 
religion. The government would thereby render 
itself odious. The new subjects would find in it a 
pretext for rebellion, which the Swiss Calvinists 
would readily second, all of which would turn 
greatly to the prejudice of France. It would be 
extremely ill-judged to do anything at present that 
could excite to anus; after so much civil and foreign 
war the kingdom sighed for peace, and the edict of 
Nantes showed at how great cost the king had been 
glad to purchase peace. lIe concluded, therefore, 
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that notwithstanding aB his zeal for t]1C progress of 
the Catholic religion, he was compclleJ, fiS it" ere, 
to "o.it for more favourable circumstances, since it 
was 
afer to defer an undertakinf!', than to enter 
rashly upon it, when there was lit tIe or no chance of 
f:uccess. 
The t:)aint maintained his ground, and said that he 
could not conceive that so great a ßlOnarch as the 
king of France could not attempt in his states what 
the Duke of t:)avoy had succes...fully carried out in 
his-that he had had the honour of being pre
cnt at 
the Duke's council when the sanlC propo
itiolls were 
made with regard to the Cho.blais, and that the 
councillors had adduced the ,.ery 
ame reasons in 
oppo.;;ing them, but that the wi:--c and prudent 
prince had not deemed them of sufficient weigh t to 
} e entertained, and that if the said territory were 
at present under the Duke's dominion, he would at 
once enter upon his apostolic functions there, under 
]1Ìs orders and without the least fear. The people 
there were but too glad to live quietly, and were by 
no means in a state to rebcl--that eyen if they had 
the will, they had not the means, haying no leader, 
no ammunition or arms, no fortre

es, and no expe- 
rience. K or need he fear that Geneya, would oppose 
the king's will, for that little republic lJad too much 
re3
on to court the protection of }'rance. Neither 
would the ðwiss, for such a handful of territory as 
Ge
, think of breaking a league which forllled their 
own security, and rendered them formidable to their 
enemies. Besides, if they did not venture to favour 
the fugitiyes from the Chablais against the Duke, 
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was it likely they would break with France for such 
an object? 
It was not his wish that violence should be 
used towards anyone, but it was only reasonable 
that the state in question should submit to the 
same laws as the rest of the monarchy. It was clear 
that the edicts which permitted the free exercise of 
l2alvinism, likewise decreed that Catholicity should 
be re-established in all those countries froin whence 
it had been banisheù; he therefore entreated him to 
interpose for him with the king, that he n1Í;jht, 
under his protection, labour in the territory of Gex, 
as he had begun to do whilst he was still subject to 
the Duke, for it was but right to pronlOte the res- 
toration of a creeù, which the king professed in so 
edifying a manner. By so doing there could be 
no doubt but that he was upholding the cause of 
God, in which ca.:5e God would reciprocally uphold 
his throne, and that lIe would not pennit such good 
intentions to be frustrated. 
These and other similar arguments finally tri- 
unlphed over Villeroi, who promised to present his 
nlemorial to the king; but as his l\Iajesty set off to 
Fontainebleau, the affair was thus delayed, and 
Francis was obliged to prolong his sojourn in Paris 
far beyond his original in ten tion. 
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CHAPTER XL. AND XLI. 


:;T. FP.A
CIS OF 54.LES I
 rAnB. fiB PHr\Cnr.S DEFOnE 
TIlE KIYG. }.UXEIU,L OICATIOY O
 TIlE Dl:KE DE 
liIERC<EUR. 


I r 8eemed n mischance, but was in effect n digpen- 
sation of Providence, that Francis should have been 
detained in Paris, fùr God cmployed ]lim in many 
things of importance to Ilis glory. Iris reputation 
stood so high, that hc was ju
t the person to suc- 
ceed in diflJcult enterprizes; the city find the court 
seeming to vie with cach other in showing him 
n1arks of honour. They who had accompanied the 
king to Savoy, rdated all they had Jleard of his 
piety, learning, and indefatigable labours in heIlalf 
of reli
ion in the Chablais, the dangers to which he 
had exposed him
elf, and the generosity with which 
he had risked his life to promote the faith. Others 
recounted his conferences with Be7a, whom, if he 
had not converted, he had at least convinced, and 
had compelled him to own that salvation was attain- 
able in the Catholic Church; it was, moreover, 
affirmed tbat he had placed Bcza under the necef'sity 
of returning to the Church, but that he stifled the 
dictates of conscience from a mistaken notion of 
bonour, if from no more guilty n1otive. 
But, above all this, the princess l\Iary of Lu
em- 
bourg, duchess of .J\lercæur, who happened to be at 
Rome at the same time with Francis, could Dever 
YOLo 1.-Z7. 
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say enough of the esteem in which l1e was held at 
the court of Rome, in consequence of his solidity of 
judgnlent, and his noble dignity of conduct. She 
d welt on the honour shown him by the Pope, that 
just appreciator of merit, and on his power both in 
word and work, so that cardinals and prelates were 
in admiration of his great and varied talents. This 
was the opinion of an who knew hitn, or held inter- 
course with him, and was by no means lilnited to 
those who loved the country to which he owed his 
birth. But nothing gained him higher conlmenda- 
tion than his own conduct and regularity of life. 
This was so conformable to all that was said of him, 
that they who praised him were readily believed; 
hence every Qne was anxious to retain him in France 
for one of the first-rate bishoprics. In the meantime 
some unexpected event prevented the regular 
preacher from giving the usual sermon at the 
Louvre, when, at the solicitations of Catherine 
d' Orleans, princess Longueville, Francis was re- 
quested to supply his place. lIe accepted the office 
with reluctance, not on the plea of having but a 
very short time to prepare hinlself, but because he 
thought it too honourable. IIoping, however, that 
his labours woulù not be quite thrown away, he at 
last consented. Heflecting that the court abounded 
with Calvinists, as well as with persons who gloried 
in their impiety bordering on atheis111, the fatal con- 
sequences of the prolonged war, he res01ved in the 
course of his Lenten sermons to c0111bat impiety as 
well as heresy. lIe did this with an earnest dignity 
free fr0111 all affectation, in a style the 11108t appro- 
priate to the divine word, as the writings of the 
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prophets so well demonstrate. lIe devoted himself 
still more closely to prayer and study, from whence 
he derived hi
 "e.1pons for the dl
3truction of hercsy 
and impiety. His chief hook was the 
acred 
crip- 
turc, whieh he always read on his knee
. and with 
as much respect as if G,)d IIiJll
clf were "peaking to 
him without a veil. ]
eplcni"hed with those grand 
ideas of which this ñook is the fruitful source, he 
entered the pulpit with n. holy daring, perfectly free 
from anything of human respect. lIe strove to 
uproot errors and vices, and to plant in all hcarts a 
sea:>onable fear of the divine judgments, convincing 
his auditory of the necessity thcre wa" for each one 
of them to attend to his own salvation, to softcn the 
obduracy of hi:, own heart, and to amcnd hi
 lifè by 
being converted to the Lord. Such was the tenur 
of his first discourses, which were attended by 
-crowds both of Catholics and Calvinists; indced, 
it was affirmed that no court preacher had ever seen 
the royal chapel better filled. From the very first, 
fame proclaimed his eloquence, which D1ade the 
Countess of P
rdrieuville an
ious to hear him. bhe 
was one of the most zealous and obstinate of Cal- 
vinists, and had baffled Dlauy very learned persons 
who had attempted her conversion, supporting her 
strongest ar
un1ents on four ill-interpreted passages 
of Holy 'Y rit, which had becn rÏ\'cted on her mind 
by the n1Ïnisters. The first day she went to hear 
him, he happened to preach on the general judgment, 
a subject by no means bearing upon controversy. 
She had gone merely from curio
ity, to satisfy her- 
self that his sermons were as efficacious as people 
decbred them to be; but as the discourse progres!leù 
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she was sensibly affected, and began seriously to 
think of her conversion. In effect, after several 
discussions with the holy Jnan, she publicly abjured 
Calvinism with all her family, a very Dlllnerous one; 
notwithstanding the remonstrances of the lllinisters, 
who, up to that time had engrossed all her esteem 
and respect. 
Paris was astounded at this conversion, which 
raised the reputation of the Saint, and drew still 
larger audiences when he preached; some stimulated 
by good, others by evil intentions; heretics attend- 
ing in vast numbers. lIe, regardless of their 
motives, took advantage of their presence, and spoke 
so well to the purpose that many of them were con- 
verted. Amongst the rest, the distinguished family 
ûf Raconis, one of the Inoat influential at court. A 
member of this family went still further; his ir.Lter- 
course with uur Saint so completely convinced him 
of the vanity of earthly things, that he entered 
amonb
t the Capuchins and became a celebrated 
preacher. The Bishop of Evreux, afterwards Car- 
dinal du Perron, was so astonished that he told the 
king he felt almost tempted to throw his works of 
controversy into the fire; seeing that he had not 
succeeded in converting this falnily, although he 
had indefatigably laboured at the task, whereas the 
coadjutor of Geneva had with little or no difficulty 
won them over to the faith. Such was his opinion 
of Francis, that when heretics were taken to him, 
he used to say that he would undertake to convince 
them with the aid of God, but that to convert them, 
they must be taken to the servant of God, as he 
then styled Francis, because he had the happy 
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knack of winning the hearts of 0.11 who approached 
him. In this he only described the Saint n
 he 
really was; for besides being deeply read in Ulfltters 
of controversy, there was something particularly 
captivating in his manner. IIi
 sweetness, patience, 
nnd humility subdued many an obstacle, so that the 
very Calvinists who looked upon hinl as the scourge 
of their sect, could not help loving and e
teclning 
him. 
lIe went on with equal success through the I..cnt, 
and numerous were the conversions. The same 
thing that befell 
t. Austin once happened to him; 
he completely lost the thread of his discourse, even 
so f
lr as to forget the subjèct he intended to speak 
upon. lIe therefore started upon controversy, hut 
with such surprising power, that a laùy of high 
rank auùibly exclaimed, "It is no longer the Bishop 
of Geneva who is aùdressing U:-, it is certainly the 
IIoly Ghost speaking through his mouth;" aùding, 
that the etfect of this would soon be seen; and so it 
was, for a Protestant young lady who was present, 
was convinced by his arguments, and after a few 
conferences with him, abjured her errors. And y
t, 
she had only gone to the sermon to ascertain whether 
fame had not exaggerated the talent of the preacher; 
being strongly attached to her Own creed, she had 
neyer before had a doubt upon the subject. 
The zeal of Francis not only strove to bring here- 
tics to the faith, but likewise to win sinners back to 
grace. lIe well knew th
t it was as ditficult to cure 
the nlaladies of the heart as those of the n1Índ; he 
laboured therefore more assiduously to disengage the 
will from vicious habits, than to expel error from the 
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intellect; because the latter when known, becomes 
odious, whereas, though we may be convinced of the 
nlalice of an object, we have not always coura.ge 
enough to disengage the heart frolll it, on account of 
our natural propensity to evil. lIenee, to cure the 
heart of the tyranny of passion, the holy man pro- 
portioned his remedies to each one's condition, but 
depicted the evils of sin in the most vivid and 
appalling colours. He terrified the soul with the 
threats of the divine judgments, demonstrating the 
baneful consequences of guilt, contrasting with it 
the delight springing from peace of heart and purity 
of conscience, together with that anticipated beati- 
tude, the effect of hope, produced by amendment of 
Iife. This prudent, charitable, and firm conduct, 
gained an infinity of souls to God, who would have 
perished under a more austere guide. 
About this time he satisfied the curiosity of a 
Turk, who proposed to hinl his doubts on the sub- 
ject of the Blessed Trinity; and although we do not 
know whether he was ultimately converted, it was 
observed that from the time he consulted our Saint, 
he never expressed an aversion to th(:: holy N aIue of 
Christ. 
At the end of Lent, the Duchesses of Longl1evil1e 
and l\Iercæur, who knE?w how slender his finances 
were, sent him a handsome purse well filled with 
gold. The Saint examined the purse, admired the 
beauty of the workmanship, and tIlen, without so 
much as opening it, returned it to the bearer, beg- 
ging hinl to thank the princesses for the honour they 
had done hinl in assisting at his sermons, and for 
having contributed by their example to the fruit 
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which hall becn dcrived frmH them, adding that thi9 
"as all the recompense he dcgired in this worlù, 
that he "3.S resolvc(l to give gratuitously that which 
the goodness of God had liberally bestowed upon 
him-that his sole regret was, not to have spoken 
in a manner more worthy of such a pulpit and of 
such all audience-that for the rest, it was not 
alto:icthl'r his fault, but was rather to be attributed 
to want of talcnt than to want of will and ùiligence. 
The gentleman reiterated his entreaties, but was not 
able to subùue that llwgnanimous L
art, ever supe- 
rior to all earthly things-a.n act of generosity which 
was extolled throughout Paris; for, as his charitics 
were grcat, it was pretty accurately guessed that 
his finances were very low; hence his disint
rested- 
Hess am1 discngagcmcnt "cre all the more admi- 
rahle. 
l\S apostolic lnen arc thou(J'ht to gain honour for 
preaching with holy liberty before kings and princes, 
so was this glory not wanting to :Francis of ,Sales. 

carcely had be finisheù his Lenten course, than the 
business which hod brought him to France, required 
his attenùance at Fontainebleau where the court then 


was. 
The king was informed by the Bishop of Evreux 
of the result of his preaching; and as his 'lajesty 
found delight in his familiar discourse, so did he 
wish to hear him in the pulpit. Ife accordingly 
de
ired him to prepare himself for Low Sunday, 
when he treated on tbe affair of salvation and eter- 
nity, in presence of the king; and he did this in Ð. 
manner which raised him highly in the opinion of 
llÌ
 auditory. The king adnlÏred hb elo<!uence and 
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learning, and publicly declared that there was no 
exaggeration on the part of those who told him that 
this Savoyard was a great man; adding that he had 
never heard a better preacher, and that he certainly 
deserved a more lucrative bishopric than the one 
which had fallen to his lot. 
lIis 1\Iajesty continued to listen to him both in 
public and private. One day when he had spoken 
with unusual energy, (some of the deputies fr0111 
Geneva being present at the time,) the king, en- 
chanted by the force of his arguments, asked the 
deputies what they thought of the good bishop's 
sermon. " Sire," replied one of them, "if the Duke 
of Savoy, el11ployed against us, reasons as efficacious 
as those of the bishop, we would restore the epis- 
copal see, and should probably all g0 over to his 
religion." The king said they only did hinl justice, 
for he had never heard a preacher who so thoroughly 
touched the heart, nor one whose exemplary life 
better seconded his words. 
Nor were these the only commendations bestowed 
on him by the king; the better he became acquainted 
with him, the more he attached hinlself to him; 
he used to call him the Phænix amongst the bi
hops, 
saying that he had noticed, that generally speaking, 
when bishops were noble they were ignorant; and 
when they were very learned tIley had but little 
piety, so that they were seldom found without some 
notable defect; but, as for the coadjutor of Geneva, 
l1e was at once learned, noble, and devout. 
Soon after the king's return to Paris, news arrived 
of the lamented death of Philip Emmanuel of Lor- 
raine, Duke de l\IerC'æur. This prince had at his 
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own expcnse lcvic<1 troops for the cmpcrnr, nnd led 
thcm ag<1Ïnst the Turks who werc fighting in Hun- 
gary. lIe gave such 11roofs of ,alour in his first 
campaign, that the pmperor cntrustcd hilll with the 
communù of the wht.le army. 
IIaving first forced, nnd thcn protectcd .Alh1 
R0yal, nnd having stopped the siege of Callisse, 
undertakcn hy the Turks, he "as returning to 
France for the winter, when he fell ill ut .:\ eurun- 
hurg, ntul thcre dieù in the scntimcnts of a truo 
Christian. As he wns brother-in-Inw to the late 
I
ing 11enry Ill., the reigning monarch ordercd 
all the honours usual to princes of the Llond to be 
paid to his memory. The widowpù duchess, in deep 
nffiiction under a loss so justly painful to her, would 
have the Saint pronounce the funcral oration. Ire 
acceptcd the commission, fully satisfied that he 
nlióht, without clmrge of flattery, praise a prince 
who had coupled military ,-alour with unaffected 
piety. lIe ,\ as still furthcr induced to accept the 
charge, on account of the gratitude and affection 
which the house of Salt.s bore towards the princcs 
of Luxcmburg. In fact, the Saint said that the 
duchcss might look on him as the hereditary 
ervant 
of her farnily; and on this plea had honoured him 
with the commission, for his ancestors had for 
D1any generations been devoted to the house of Lux- 
emburg. 
The oration was precisely suited to the taste of 
the audience, composed as it was of the chicf nobi- 
lity of France. At tIle entreaties of the widow and 
of the princess her daughter, Francis was obliged to 
give it to the prcss. It drew forth much praise, 
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and proved that his intellect was of the highest 
order. lIe bestowed all due encOlIliums on the 
deceased prince, who had often exposed his life and 
lost much blood in the cause of God, but he dwelt 
nIore especially on his piety. He regularly devoted 
some time every day to meditation on the eterna.l 
truths, and annually set apart a certain sum for the 
repair or adornment of churches. He touched upon 
his nIodesty and moderation in prosperity, as well as 
his fortitude in adversity, his kindness and consider- 
ation fùr his soldiers, whOln he spared as lnuch as 
possible; his benignity toward3 the vanqui
hed, his 
tender charity to the poor, and his justice towards 
all; treating all as a father rather than as the general 
of an anny, who but too frequently is compelled to 
tolerate and overlook injustice. He concluded by 
saying that if vice dishonours a man, no 11latter 
what his condition DIay be, it is still more reprehen- 
sible in the great, because their elevated position 
exposes them to the sight of all men; hence it 
behoves them to be IllOre circumspect than others, 
lest they should by unworthy conduct dishol1our 
their rank, and that a brutish greatness supported by 
luxury cannot be otherwise than contemptible, as 
our gratitude to God ought to be proportioned to 
His gifts; and that, gencrally speaking, it behoves 
each one to reflect on the fatal moment when death 
will render us either happy or miserable f()r a whole 
eternity. 
This discDurse which lasted two full hours, and 
which was delivered in the cathedral in presence of 
the court and parliament, completely won for him 
the estee111 of the French, insomuch that they plan- 
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ned all sorts of measures to keep him amongst them. 
On all the principal feasts he was rC(luested to 
preach; nor was there any pious Illeeting or impor- 
tant business, to which he wa
 not in\ ited amI his 
counsd sought. lIis lodging" as cOlltinually resortctl 
to by all classes, mul he received everyone with 
affability, no Inatter what their rank or creed Illight 
be, giving useful instruction and c.ldnlonition to all. 
It is said that during the ninc months be spent at 
J>>aris, he òelivcred upwfLrd
 of a hundrcd 
efluons; 
parishes and religious houses being all eager to hC.lr 
him, awl to profit by his advice. _\nd, as "e have 
alrc
1l1y remarked, the holy man certainly posse

l..J 
aU the qualifications of nature and grace calculated 
to make hin1 excel as a preacher. Ilis pcrsonal ap- 
pearance aùded dignity to his words. His iùcas, 
though' sublime, were intelligible to cyery capacity; 
his well-ordered 1l1cthoù neycr wearicd the listcner; 
hi
 style wus elcgant, his gesticulation nlnje
tic, but 
without austerity; his sentcnc('s were not elaborate, 
for he spoke from the abundance of his heart. The 
fruit of bis sermons showed that his words came from 
his heart, and that his heart was an charity. IIis 
learning seemed rather to be infused by grace than 
acquired by study; those who had once heard him 
could scarcely reli
h the sermons of other preachers. 
One of the IDt:mbers of parliament passed this grace- 
ful compliment on the sermons of the holy man: 
" It cannot be denied that the coadjutor of Geneva 
bas done great good, but he has also committed one 
great evil, and which will never be cured. lIe has 
destroyed our relish for all other preaching but his 
own." 
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CIIAPTER XLII. AND XLIII. 


HIS INTDIACY WITH SEVERAL HOLY PERSONS. CONTRI- 
BUTES TO THE INTRODUCTION OF THE DISCALCED 
CAIOIELITES INTO FRANCE. IS CALUMNIATED TO THE 
I{I
G. 


A HEART, over which God hol<1s absolute sway, 
and which leaves itself to the direction of grace, 
generally becomes the arbitrator and oracle of its 
age. Such was precisely the case with Francis 
whilst at Paris. Jle was consulted on all affairs 
connected with the glory of God and the increase of 
religion. 
Peter de Berulle, afterwards Cardinal, was plan- 
ning the foundation of a congregation similar to that 
of the Oratory at Rome, and discerning the sublime 
lights with which our Saint was favoured, con- 
sulted him on the subject, and was much helped by 
him. lie also disclosed to him his desire of intro- 
ducing into France the Discalced Carmelites of 
Spain, founded some years before by St. Theresa of 
Jesus. Francis, who highly esteemed the order, not 
only approved the design, but promoted it to the 
utmost of his power. Both projects, it is true, met 
with great opposition; in effect, whatever tends 
materially to the glory of God, always encoun- 
ters difficulties 'which must be overcome, before the 
object can be attained. But the oppositions were 
overcome, the Saint cmployed w bat interest he had 
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with t1le Pope, mäl 'with otller fricnds at nome. 
'Vh ilst thc
e affuirs wcre unùer negocintion, he had 
occasion to become acquainteù with 'Iary 
\..urillot 
Acarie, better known by the name of Sister 
Iary 
of the Incarnation; who, after ber husband's 
dl
ath, entereù the CUl'luclite order in quality of 
lay-
ister. 
Twice a weck the Saint DIet at her hou
c, BeruIle, 
Andrew Duval, a celebrated doctor of the borbonne, 
and the Lord de Santenil. Although 
ladame 
Acarie's house was a good league from his lo<.1ging, 
he never failed walking thither through all the mud 
and <.1irt with whicH tIle streets of Paris then 
abounded. Their <.1iscussion on spiritual topics 
enabled the others to discern what a superior man 
he was; accordingly thcy uIl placcd theU15ch.cs 
under his direction, to their great f-atisfaction, anù 
to the great benefit of their souls. 1 Ie felt the 
adnmtage of guiding pcrsons of such exalted virtue, 
whilst they profited by the sublime lights which he 
impnrted to them, both in their public and privatö 
conferences. 
Such was thcir esteenl of Francis, tlIat BcruBe 
coulù never say enough of the fine qualities and 
virtues which he discovered in him; he used to say 
that Francis was a living portrait of the 1-101y II u- 
manity of Jesus Christ, whilst Francis, on the other 
hand, called Berulle the saint of the age, whom it 
was impossible to approach without profit, that he 
was what he himself wished to be, and that he had 
never met with anyone from whom he had derived 
greater satisfaction. 
_ Speaking of Duval, the Saint said he was a man 
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fit for everything, and that he honoured him as a 
father. But above all the rest, l\ladame Acarie, 
(who, from the time she became acquainted with him 
till his departure from Paris, had no other confessor 
but hilnself,) profited by his instructions; though 
Francis was extrenwl y reserved in his researches 
with regard to the interior of this great soul. She 
looked upon him as an angel on earth, receiving his 
advice as oracles from heaven. She derived nluch 
light from him, although she herself was at the time 
a highly enlightened soul. One day as she was 
accusing herself of certain imperfections, the Saint 
warned her that they were not n1atter for absolu- 
tion, because being involuntary they were not sins, 
and therefore not sufficient nlatter for the sacra- 
,mente He taught her the difference which there is 
between theln and sin, to the great surprise of l\Iary, 
who had often accused herself of then1, without ever 
having been told by her confessors that confession 
should be n1ade secure, by accusing oneself of sonle 
certain determinate sin. 
The Saint had a high opinion of this lIoly soul, 
and afterwards regretted not having nlade himself 
1110re intimately acquainted with her perfection; for 
he never ventured to enquire beyond what she of 
her own accord thought proper to consult hilll upon. 
No small proof of his discretion as well as of his 
humility. Not long before he passed to a better life 
he was asked whether he could give any information 
upon the particular graces with which Aln1ighty 
God had favoured 
Iary Acarie, who was then dead, 
but he replied in the negative, giving this as the 
reason; "'Vhenever that seryant of God addressed 
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herself to me, my soul was imprcssed with so great 
n respect for her virtue, that I ne,.er dared to ques- 
tion her; I therefore know nothing more than what 
she of her own accord thought fit to say, and fhc 
spoke fin more freely of her faults than of her vir- 
tue:-:, or of the favolus she received; it is therefore 
no wonder that I knew so little. 1 con
idl're(l her 
leo;:s fiS my penitent than as a vessel of dl'ction, 
marked by the 1101y Gho
t as one ch05
en fìJr IIiq 
service." He thus Illèntion9 her in one of his lcttcrs: 
" The truly devout 'Iary Acarie was a great servant 
of God; I heard her confession se'"eral times, ordi- 
narily for the space of six n10nths, even during an 
illnes:;; and I reproach myself much for not having 
profited as I ought by her holy conversation. She 
would willingly hrn e disclosed her whole soul to me, 
but the very great respect which I felt for her, 
deterred n1e from encouraging such confiùencc." In 
another letter he thanks a friend for senlling him 
a picture of this servant of God, and saYR that he 
loved her with a respectful love, and that he was 
glad to rekindle the sentiments which his almost 
daily intimacy with her had excited; therefore, the 
present was both useful and agreeable; adding that 
lle rejoiced exceedingly to hear that her Life was 
given to the public, because it would be beneficial to 
many, if it were a faithful portraiture of what she 
had been, 3'; he had no doubt it would be, con3ider- 
ing the worth and the ability of the man who wrote 
it, (nan1ely, Duval); he concluded by 
aying that 
he loved and admired this holy soul
 and loved all 
whonl she had loved in this life.. 
From the expression of the Saint, it is e3
Y to 
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infer that whenever God communicates many of His 
gifts to souls, lIe also establishes a traffic of graces 
and of virtues, binding them with a sort of depend- 
ance one upon another. Hence, though Francis gave 
many sublilne instructions to this great servant of 
God, who declared that she l]ad never known or 
heard of certain truths with which he 111ade her 
acquainted, he on his side asserted that he had pro- 
fitted by the reflex of those lights cast back upon 
him from this noble soul, in consequence of the 
secret commerce of charity and Christian union. 
The holy personages before named succeeded in 
introducing the order of Barefooted Carn1elites into 
France, to the great edification of the kingdom. 
Indeed, there are many who attribute to their 
prayers the blessings and prosperity of the country 
during the last century. 
The lwuse at Paris was founded by Catherine of 
Orleans, Duchess of Longueville, who obtained the 
king's consent, while Francis procured the neces- 
sary bu]]s from the Sovereign PontHf. Three of 
l\Iadame Acarie's daughters were professed in it, and 
were afterwards the superiors of it. Our Saint 
rejoiced exceedingly in the accomplishment of the 
pious mother's wishes, who had long been praying 
that they 11light consecrate theillselves to God. 
In the meantime the Saint's labours increased to 
such a degree as to endanger his heal the He was so 
fully occupied that he often could not spare time 
either to . eat or sleep, sparing as he always was in 
both respects. But his labours ""ere so success- 
ful that it was a common saying, that the coadjutor 
of Geneva had the virtue and power of the princes 
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of the ap.)stl
s, when sinners were to be brought 
back to penance, and when heretics were to be won 
over to the fold of Jesus Christ. 
l
ing I Ienry, who was a just appreciator of virtue 
and learning, was well aware of the gn'at tre 
ure 
which he posses::>>ed in the person of ,Francis, and 
therefore wa.
 most anxiotb to retain him in France, 
promising pensions and ecclesiastical benefices, and 
even consulting l)im on the most delicate affiLirs of 
his own conscience. The baint replied with that 
holy freedolll which characterizes generous minds; 
and aJthough he knew how dangerous it was to 
ga.insay princes, and that the' non licet,' 'it i
 not luw- 
ful,' of the precursor of Christ had cost him his lite, 
never woulù Francis temper or tempori.le with vice; 
he reproved him fur that which \Va::>> reprehensible, 
but with so much sweetness that the lllUSt bitter 
remeùies were acceptable from his ha.nds. I Ie was 
never at a loss for pretexts to disturb that sort of 
tranquillity which is as dangerous as a storm; on 
the contrary, he spoke without fear, though with 
hi
 usual discretion, to the king upon the nece:;;sity 
of observing the laws of God. The world would 
have been left in ignorance of one circumstance 
highly honourable to the Saint, if the prince himself 
had not been witness to it. A gentleman whom he 
trèated with great familiarity, asked his 
Iajesty 
what it was that made him love the Savoyard 
bishop so much. lIe answered, "I love him be- 
cause he has never flattered me." "? ords worthy of 
a king whose admirable benevolence rend
red hilu 
the delight of his subjects. This fact proves that 
it is not so much truth which is distasteful to great- 
VOL. 1.-z8 
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ness, as the manner in which it is advanced, nothing 
being better suited to princes than truth. Fortune, as 
one may say, lavishes every other advantage upon 
them, whereas, as the 'Vise Man says, "A sincere 
friend is heavenYs gift." Now, as there cannot be 
. 
equality between a sovereign and his subjects, none 
dare assume the title of friend when a prince is in 
question; nevertheless, King Henry IV. wished for 
friends, and he had them. He knew how to choose, 
and it was but seldom that he was mistak
n in his 
choice. 'Vhen he did confer this honour upon any 
one, he permitted him to take the quality of friend, 
and to use the rights of oneo The following incident 
is too honourable to the king and to Francis for us 
to omit it. There happened to be at court a gen- 
tleman named Des-llayes, the governor of l\Ion- 
targis, a very worthy man, to whom the king was 
much attached; whilst Des-Hayes on his side, was 
faithful and loyal beyond all suspicion. The king, 
who was convinced of this, ranked him amongst the 
few whom he styled his friends. He had observed 
the very close intimacy subsisting between Des- 
Hayes and Francis, and one day asked him which 
of the two he loved best, himself or the Coadjutor of 
Geneva. The question was enlbarrassing; the 
gentleman, however, replied, that the condescension 
of his 1\Iajesty did not make him forget that he was 
his subject, that, as such, he owed him so much, that 
nothing sllould ever make him unmindful of his 
duty and obligations to him, and that he felt an un- 
boun
d zeal and fidelity for his 1\Iajesty; but that, 
though l1e felt in his heart all tbat the most tender 
and lesrectful affection could inspire, he could not 
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(lare to can it friendship, considering the disparity 
which must ever be b
tw
en a monarch aud hi
 sub- 
jects. The king answered, that he was not examin- 
ing into what was due frOIn him in quality of sub- 
ject, bccau5e he was fully convinced of his fidelity, 
1111t that 
e wanted him to tell him frankly which of 
the two he preferred, IIenry or Franch. A di:). 
simulating courtier would not ha\ e hesitated f0r u. 
moment as to his answer; he would at once huve 
exprec;
ed himself in terms complimentary to the 
king, and his npparent sincerity would have bUp. 
plicd the place of truth; but Dcs-lIaJes wuuld 
rather have ruined his worldly prospects than have 
forfeited the friendship of the Saint; moreover, he 
deemed it alike unworthy of himself and his afiection 
to rlisç;Ï1nulate and lie. Indeed, had he wi
hed to 
deceive, his countennnce would have betrayed J1Ïm, 
and have revealeù the uttachment engraven on his 
heart. 
The king, who loyed frank loyalty, enjoyed the 
gentleman's pprplexity, anù went on urging him to 
answer, till at last Des-Ilayes seeing that his ::\Iajesty 
would have a straightforward answer, said, that in 
truth he felt nIl possible veneration and attachment 
for the king, but that above nIl he loved the Bishop 
of Geneva. lIis reply pleased the king, who, so far 
from expressing dis
atisfilction, rejoined with a more 
than royal condescension, "I do not disapprove your 
sentiments, but I request both you and he to 
admit me as the third in your friendship." lIe 
then told Des-ITayes that he desired the Duke 
d' Eç;pernon to use his best endeavours to detain the 
holy man in France, pleJging his word to give him 
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the first vacant bishopric, and in the interim to offer 
l)im a pension of four thousand livres. Des-Hayes 
was transported with delight, rejoicing more in the 
advantage of his friend, than if it had been his own. 
lIe threw himself at the king's feet to t
ank him, 
who, raising him up and embracing him, said, "Go, 
and be beforehand with the Duke d' Espernon. Go 
yourself, and be the first to convey this news to the 
Coadjutor of Geneva; go and tell him what I purp'Jse 
doing for him." 
But the Duke had already fulfilled his own com- 
mission, and had used his best endeavours to per- 
suade Francis to remain in France, giving the pro- 
mise of pension and bishopric, but the only answer 
lIe could extort from the holy man was, that his 
1\Iajesty did him too much honour by these offers- 
that his heroic character was õf itself sufficient to 
captivate all hearts, without offering violence to 
them by ri

ans of benefit,s, adding, that he consi- 
dered it to be a fortunate thing to be a subject of so 
great anJ beneficent a prince, and that if he con- 
sulted his inclinations only, he should have accepted 
his favours; but ag he had been called in spite of 
l1Ímself to the bishopric of Geneva, he conceived 
himself bound in compliance with his vocation, to 
relnain there to the end of his life. 'Vith regard to 
the pension, he said tbat his own income sufficed for 
his subsistence, and that more would only be an 
incum brance. "'\Vhen this answer was conveyed to 
the king, he admired a heart thus disengaged from 
temporal goods, and said there was something more 
noble in this contempt of wealth and honours, than 
in subjugating an empire. 
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One would suppose that 0. virtue so uni\"crsally 
recognised, woull have bl'cn beyond the reach of 
envy and calumny; but there i
 no '3anctity imper- 
vious to the R
:,a1l1 ts of these two nlollsters, nor 
place where they reign more audaciously than in 
the courts of princes. 'rerit supported by fln'our, 
is sure to b 
 attacked, envy being ever ready to 
blacken it. :Francis experienced this at the court of 
France, where his reputation was attacked by ß vile 
calumny, invented by those who could not bear to 
see his virtue recognised and proved by the king. 
lIe was accused of machination
 against his :\[0.- 
jesty and the state, of having held secret intelli- 
gence with :\Iarshal de nyron, (who seems to have 
been almost the only Frenchman who ever 8bu
ed 
the friend
hip of the_ Grand )[onarch.) and of attempt- 
ing to renew the conspiracy. They saiJ his appa- 
rent virtue was but well-concealed hyp<icrisy-that 
everything was to be feared frolll him, So fureigner, 
the su
ject of a prince who had so often warred 
against France-and that probably this very prince 
was at the bottom of the conspiracy-that Francis 
possessed the art of insinuating himself into the 
good graces of princes, whom he contrived to make 
his friendF, and that the restoration of religion in the 
territory of Gex was a mere pretext, the real motive 
of his presence in France being of ß very differen t 
nature. These accusations were too vague to make 
Dluch impression on the king, though he was 
extremely susceptible on such a point, as well he 
might be; others, therefore, were adduced, more 
likely to implicate Francig, and to make him an 
object of suspicion. Theyeaid that he had been 


. 
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heard to speak in terms of esteem of tbe rnarshal- 
that on entering the church where he was buried he 
was observed to sigh profoundly, and in one of his 
sermons had recommended an affair of high impor- 
tance to the prayers of the auditory. As if no one 
was to compassionate the marshal, or do justice to 
his good qualities, which unfortunately his conspi- 
racy obscured, or as if Francis could have no 
business in hand connected with the glory of God 
and the advantage of religion to recommend to the 
prayers of his congregation. At all events, his 
adversaries concluded by advising his l\Iajesty as a 
measure of prudence, to seize his papers and pp.rson, 
in order to prevent evil consequences, and then, no 
doubt things would be discovered, of which a man 
apparently so virtuous and disengaged from the 
world would never be suspected. 
Slender 
 were these proofs, they evidently struck 
the king, who, judging it prudent to make no hasty 
demonstration, commissioned those who had given 
hinl this information, to keep a close eye on the 
Bishop of Geneva, in order to clear up the matter. 
It must be owned, however, that after a little 
Jnature reflection on the sanctity of his life, and on 
the utter improbability of his having any connection 
with persons who could machinate against the state, 
the king came to the conclusion that there was not 
the least likelihood of Francis being at court for any 
such unworthy purpose, and that it was impossible 
fùr so holy a man to mix himself up with so dis- 
graceful an affair, no matter how great an advantage 
might be derived therefrom. 
A s Francis had several friends at court, one 0.( 


. 
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them became acqu
intea with the accu
ation raised 
against him, anù without delay ha.,tcned to warn 
him of it. lIe founù him at the parish Church 
of 
t. Benedict, in the very act of entering the 
pulpit to preach. 'Vhen great da.nger is in the way, 
frienJship forgets all circumstance of time and plnce. 
IIi3 friend instantly stopped him, anù whispered how 
the c.\se stood. Tlowever innocent the 
aint knew' 
himself to be, certainly such a piece of information 
was ca.lculated to disconcert him at snch a moment, 
well knowing that fearful consequences nlight ful- 
low the suspicions of a sen:Útive prince. Indeed, we 
frequently see tha.t persons who arc the lea;;t capn.- 
hIe of crime, are the most terrifiell anù astounded 
when accu
ed of it. But the holy ma.n relying on 
hi:; own innocence, on the prudence and integrity of 
the king, anù on the protection of Almighty God, 
tha.nked the gentleman, entered the pulpit, and 
preached with such e10(plenCe and composnre, that 
his friend, not a little surprised, was experimentally 
convinced of what he harl frequently heard De 
Herulle say, namely, that the 1110st unforeseen acci. 
dents could not shake the imperturbable equanimity 
of Francis. ,At the end of the sermon the gentleman 
told him, that his composure actually alarmed him; 
that he was accused of no less a crime than treason, 
and therefore any delay was dangerous. lIe en- 
trea.ted hitn to look to his own safety, and to endea- 
vour to justify himself from a charge where every 
circumstance touched on his life and reputation. 
The Saint replied that had he been guilty, he 
would have thought of flight rather than of preach- 
ing, but he was 
a;;y in the consciousness of illllU- 
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cence; and as he confided in our Lord, he had no 
notion of flying to the hills like the swallow. He 
said that he felt so litt.le fear that he would go at 
once to the king, convinced that God would take 
care of his reputation, if He intended it in any way 
to contribute to His glory. His only distress arose 
fronl the fear of being unable to justify himself 
without injuring his calumniators; the gentleman 
interrupted him, to say it mattered but little at 
whose expense he justified himself; that his accu- 
sers were but scoundrels who deserved to be con- 
founded, and that he should be very glad to see 
them unmasked. Francis forbade him to speak in 
such a strain, and hoped to exonerate himself with- 
out implicating anyone. 
Re had no occasion of doing so, the King's own 
reflections had already disabused him. The Saint 
entered his apartment with his usual serenity of 
countenance, and his 1\:Iajesty's quick penetration 
discerned the innocence of his soul in his tranquillity 
of feature, and this instantly ba.nished every shadow 
of suspicion. Before the Saint could say a word, 
the king assured him there was no need of justifica- 
tion, that the more atrocious the crime of which he 
was accused, the less was he likely to believe him 
capable thereof; that he was convinced of his affec- 
tion, and if needful, would take upon himself to 
answer for his innocence. The holy man told hin1 
that he was so little versed in affairs of state, that 
he never allowed himself to interfere in them, but 
even if he could do so, most certainly nothing should 
eVer induce him to attempt so base a crime against a 
monarch fronl wh<Jm he had received such favours. 
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Although it was true that he was the born subject of 
another prince, never had he received from him the 

ljöhte
t orders contrary to the interest
 of his )lajes- 
ty; and even if he had no consideration, no authority 

hùuld ever be able to make him unmindful of hi
 
duties, or induce him to conspire 
lgainst the mea,n- 
est màn on earth; much ll's
 then n.
ainst one of the 
greatest anù best of princes. lIe added that they 
who accused him, had no ideo. of hi
 ardent zeal f()r 
his 'Iojesty, for that he would gladly sacrifice his 
hfe for the preservation of his '[ajesty, bending for- 
ward, as he said these worlIs, to kiss the king'
 
hand. The king embraced him, and whispered in 
his ear, "I mn convinced of what you say, but I 
cannot prevent Illany report a froBl coming to my 
knowledge. Let us henceforward be better friends 
than ever." And with thcse,worùs he dismissed him, 
never after failing to eulogize him whenever occa- 
sion offered, and endeavouring to benefit him by all 
posgible means. 
Any other man, availing himself of the king's 
r.lvour, would have detnanded justice against his 
a
cusers; there were many specious reasons for doin
 
this; respect due to his character seemed to require it. 
But Francis, on the contrary, had resolved to obtain 
their pardon, if the king had expressed any inten- 
tion of punishing them. But princes are obliged to 
overlook many things, and though like Henry, they 
may have a deep sense of justice, there are many 
motives to prevent them from always carrying it into 
effect. 
No sooner had Francis quitted the presence- 
chamber, than the king asked Des-Hayes the amount 
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of his income. lIe was answered that forn1erly 
Geneva was one of the richest bishoprics, but that 
since the rebellion the revenues did not exceed four 
thousand livres, because the heretics had seized the 
episcopal property. His l\Iajesty observed that this 
was indeed a small income for such a man, and 
desired him to go in his name and offer him a pen- 
sion, giving inlnlediate orders for the grant to be 
expedited. Des-flayes joyfully accepted the com- 
mission, and Francis who had already refused a much 
larger offer, thinking that it might be imprudent to 
persist in declining the fa vours of so generous a 
prince, begged Des-Hayes to thank bis Majesty, and 
to assure him that he could not, with justice to his 
own feelings, refuse a gift which did him so much 
honour. However, as he then stood in no need 
of money, he entreated his l\Iajesty to allow it to 
renlain in the treasurer's hands, to whom he would 
apply when in necessity. The king at once under- 
stood that this answer was nothing else than a gen- 
teel refusal, and so 111uch pleased with it, that he 
declared that he had never been thanked for a favour 
in Inore graceful and prudent ternlS. 
He incessantly pressed him to remain in France, 
empl
ying the influence of his Inost intimate frienùs 
for this purpose, especially the Duchess of l\Iercæur, 
the princess of Longueville, Des-Hayes, and some 
others, but all their persuasions were to no purpose. 
The holy man declared that he should ever be most 
submissive to the wishes of his l\Iajesty in other 
respects, but as he had been called to the bishopric 
of Geneva, it was his duty to serve it and the coun- 
try to which he owed his birth. 
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Thus it was that he despised the world and its 
honours, und di:-:poseJ him
clf to receive a crown of 
glory. ...\11 thl
se refu
als confirmcd the king more 
and more in his opinion of the !'anctity of the 
servant of God. J I is \Iajesty spoke of him repea- 
tedly, and once saiJ, h The Bishop of Geheva is a 
man of God, to whose glory he directs all things. 
lIe knows not how to flatter, and, sincere as he 
always is, he is at the same time nlOst unpretending. 
Xever docs he deceive; but he honours everyone 
according to hi:i merits." .Another time he pro- 
tested that he loved him, because he 
a\V c,"ery 
virtue in him, without the admixture of a single 
vice or defect. On other occasions he said, I' It 
were to be wished that the Bishop of Geneva couhl 
Pc in 
evelal places at once, for the universal good of 
the Church and of France." 'fha t, in considering 
him, one beheld the perfection of angels devoid of 
the failings of men; and that as the rays of light 
which spread throughout the atmosphere, are never- 
theless concentrated in the solar body, so in Francis 
were reunited the many varied virtues which are dis- 
tributed an10ngst the rest of the just. lIe nlOreover 
said that Francis was devout without scrupulosity, 
and cheerful without dissipation; hence he knew no 
one nlOre likely to restore its lost lustre to the 
ecclesiastical state, or check heresy and the novel 
opinions which infested his dominions; that he pos- 
sessed piety, learning, humility, gentlenes
, charity, 
and the other qualifications necessary to maintain the 
intcrests both of Church and state. 
The favour of the greatest monarch of his age, 
had 110 other dfect on our Saint than that of giving 
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hilll fresh motives to glorify God, from whom, as IJe 
knew, proceeded all the good that was in him, and 
therefore was he careful to refer all the glory of it 
to Him alone. By way of humbling himself, he 
used often to think (as he himself owned to a friend) 
on the beautiful sentence of St. Hugh, Bishop of 
Grenoble: "The evils which I commit are real evils, 
and are truly my own, whereas, my good works 
are neither purely good, nor are they purely my 
own. " 


CHAPTER LXIV. 


HIS RETURN TO SA V()Y. DEATH OF MONSIGNOR 
GltANIER. 


SAINTS are accustomed to look on all events as 
particular dispensations of Providence, which often 
aJopts imperceptible means for the attainment of its 
own ends. St. Francis of Sales looked upon the 
calumny alluded to in the foregoing chapt.er, as an 
admonition from God to take his leave of the court. 
He was well aware of the soundness of the reasons 
which had hitherto detained him at court, a place 
where no ecclesiastic should stay without weighty 
nlOtives; he saw too the blessings which the Lord 
bestowed on his labours; yet, notwithstanding all 
this, he resolved to redouble his endeavours to pro- 
cure a prompt settlement of the affairs connected 
with the Church in the territory of Gex. I-Ie again 
referred the question to the king, who would gladly 
have acceded to all his wishes at once, if political 
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Inotives had not obliged him to 
top half way. lIe 
as;:iured him, however, that in due time all his views 

houlù be carried into effect; telling him that if he 
distrusted the zeal of 
very other man, he was secure 
of that ùf the coaùjutor of Geneva, and that it "oulti 
ever produce great 
tTect
 for the service of God and 
the 
tate. 
J'
rallci:;, who was more alive to the adYantnge
 of 
religion than to his own, returned him most humble 
thanks, and promised to avail himself of the royal 
favour with such discretion, that the evils so much 
dreacled should not ensue. lIe next represented 
that it would be necessary for him to carry letters 
to the Baron di Luz and the parliament of Dijoll, 
authorizing them to regulate any difference, and 
remove any obstacles which should impede his pro.. 
jects; and he concluded by supplicating his !\Iajesty 
to take under his protection and säfe keeping all the 
ecc


iastics of the territories of Gex, ßugey, and 
Y. alromey. The king gratified him, and ordered the 
nece
sury patents to be drawn up, restoring the 
exercise of religion in three parishes, ancl dir
ctillg 
the parliament and the baron to a
sist him if neces- 
sary. Then after a nine months sojourn in Paris he 
took leave of the king, and of the friends und 
acquaintances who had enjoyed the benefit of his 
affable and holy intimacy, and to their deep regret 
set out on his return to Savoy. lIe had only com- 
pleted his third day's journey when he received 
news of the death of the Bishop of Geneva, at which 
he was deeply affected; for he looked upon him as 
his benefactor, and honoured him as a father, whilst 

Ionsignor Granier, on his side, loved Francis as a 
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son. After adoring the inscrutable designs of Pro- 
vidence, and the will of God with his usual spirit of 
submission, he paid full tribute to the deceased, by 
his tears, sacrifices, and prayers. And his tears 
were all the more sincere, in proportion as he was 
divested of all ambition and desire of the succession. 
II is dread of the episcopacy returned more vividly 
than ever, and gave rise to many bitter tears, 
although he deplored the good bishop's loss on the 
score of his personal merits too. He was of irre- 
proachable life, a gentleman of ancient family, anù 
endowed with wonderful learning. He had been 
trained from early life in the monastery of Our Lady, 
at Talloire, belonging to the Benedictines, and here 
he made his religious profession, and dwelt for seve... 
ral years. Elected prior, he governed the commu- 
nity for many years, delighting in the retirement of 
his cell, till the Duke of Savoy, who knew his 
worth, non1Ïnated him to the bishopric of Geneva. 
He ruled his vast diocese for twenty-five years, with 
so much zeal and charity, that he won universal 
esteem and affection. He was a most zealous de- 
fender of ecclesiastical liberty, and resisted all 
attempts to oppress it, with a courage worthy of his 
rank. Austere to himself, he was satisfied with 
very little, and even after his elevation to the 
bishopric, he never dispensed himself frOlll any of 
his rules, which he strictly observed till his death. 
He loved the poor as his children, depriving himself 
of everything in order to relieve them, and although 
his income was but slender, he contrived to give 
abundant alms. In his latter years he suffered frorn 
several infirmities, which only served to unveil the 
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lustre of his patience. Disengaged from nU tIle 
things of this world, ånd from the ties of kindred, 
}le gave a bignal proof of the latter, by excluding 
the Canon, his nephew, fronl the coadjutorship, 
(though he wa:i worthy of it, and pos
csbcd the 
qualities of a good bishop,) in order to give the pre- 
ference tu Francis as the n10st" or thy, and because 
he perceivell in him higher merit. lIe died at 
rollingcs on tho 17th Sèptcmber, IGOl, spotll'sS as 
a swan, having just concluded the great jubilee in 
Thonon, "here he had underg
ne immense fatigue. 
lIis hody was buried at Annecy, in tIle 
anctuary of 
the church of St. Francis, where the canons of 
Geneva officiate. IIis memory is in benediction in 
his diocese, being looked upon as one of the most 
holy bishops that have filled the see of Geneva. 
:Xothing le3s than the holy man who succ('('d('d 
him, could have consoled his nfllicted people under 
their bitter grief at his loss. 
As so much of the journey stiU remained to be 
nccompli:-:l1Cd, Francis sa
v that he could not pos- 
sibly reach ...\.nnecy in time {or the funeral solem- 
nities, particularly as lIe was compeUed to make 
some stay at Lyons on business of importance. lIe 
was anxious, however, not to leave so \'ast a diocec;e 
long without a pastor, yet on reaching Savoy he 
avoided going to Annpcy, lest the arrival of the new 
bishop might give ri;;:e to rejoicing
, incompatible 
with the respectful grief due to the late worthy 
prelate. lIe repaired to Sales, intending to prepare 
for his consecration by making the spiritual exer- 
ci
es; and this he knew could easily be done in the 
retirement of tlle family castle. The castle of Sales, 
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situated at the foot of l\Iount Ferreo, was one of the 
most delightful in Savoy, on account of the beau- 
tiful gardens and shrubberies which surrounded it. 
A fountain in the centre and a Jake at one side of 
it, added to its charms; the mansion itself was ex- 
ceedingly convenient and spacious, comprising witlJÏn 
its enc]osure several courts, l1alls, and gal1eries, the 
latter affording beautiful landscape views over the 
distant country. 
He intended to be consecrated in the parish 
church of Thorens, at a short distance from Sales, 
and retired to the castle, to the great consolation of 
his family, and with great satisfaction to himself; 
glad to be relieved even for a short time from the 
turmoils of the world; however, he was obliged to 
devote a few days to the reception of congratulatory 
visits from the clergy, the nobility, and others of 
the diocese. In the meantime he wrote to Father 
Fourier, of the Society of Jesus, requesting him to 
con1e and direct him in the retreat of twenty days, 
which he purposed making by way of preparation 
for his consecration. The father arrived just when 
Francis had satisfied the duties of Christian civility, 
and was solely intent on prescribing for himself 
rules suited to his exalted position, under tIle guid- 
ance of prayer, silence, and corporal au
terities. 
Although we have conclusive reasons to believe that 
he never sullied his baptismal robe of innocence by 
any grievous sin, he wept an abundance of tears 
springing from a heart of love, over his sins, as he 
weighed them in the balance of the sanctuary. The 
thought of having been the enemy of God previous 
to his baptism, and of having afterwards been by 
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IIis merc}" preserved from tl1e ordinary fans of men, 
filled his 80ul with sentiment
 of sorrow, gratitude, 
and love. Tn making his general confession, he 
carried to t110 
acred tribunal a heart sorrowfully 
luving, which no doubt secured for him that kiss of 
peace which our 
aviour is accustomed to bestow 
on penitent souls. Then, as "ell 0.5 on several other 
occa
ions, he was observed to be bO totally imß1ersed 
in God, that he would remain half the day kneeling 
before the Blessed Sacrament, unconscious of all 
that waS p
s:,ing around him, insomuch that gnats 
and other insects stung him even to blood, ,,'ith- 
out arousing his attcntion from that which en- 
grossed it. 
.As the dnyof consccration approacl1cd, his fears 
scemed to increase. The more he examined the 
qualities required in a good bishop, the more did 
he believe himself to be devoid of them-humility 
showed hinl nothing but his defects; and looking on 
himself as a pilot embarked on a tempestuous sea, 
without skill, experience, sails, or oars, hence he 
cried out, "Lord, save me, or I perish I" But 
Father Fourier reassured him, being fully aware of 
the opposition he had made to 11is election, and 
because he saw evident signs that his was a divine 
vocation, such a purity of heart and other virtt..es 
suited to the post, clear to all excepting to Francis 
himself. ..Animated then by him, whom he looked 
upon as the interpreter of the will of God, he en- 
deavoured to fit himself to receive the plenitude of 
that 
pirit which is so essential to bi3hops; redoub. 
ling his fasts, macerations of the body, and prayer; 
continually speaking to God by prayer, or hearken- 
VOL. '.-29. 
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ing to Him by reading Holy Scripture. Our Lord 
bestowed many lights on him at this time, and 
there are some who believe that he had then a sort 
of foresight of the religious order which he after- 
wards founded. Finally, by the advice and counsel 
of his wise director, he drew up a rule of conduct 
to be followed in the course of his labours for the 
salvation of his neighbours, and for the profitable 
discharge of his pastoral functions. This rule of 
life was worthy of a bishop, he committed it to 
writing, signed it with his own hand, and would 
have it countersigned by his director, in order that 
the sight of it might refresh his memory, and 
serve as a reproof whenever he chanced to fail 
against it. 
The constant fidelity with which he observed 
these rules, has rendered him worthy of the venera- 
tion of men, and as they may be useful to every 
prelate and ecclesiastic, we will transcribe them 
here. 


THE RULE OF LIFE OF ST. FRANCIS OF 
SALES AS BISHOP. 


OF HIS EXTERIOR DEPORTMENT AND DRESS. 


1st, As to the exterior, Francis of Sales, bishop of 
Geneva, shall neither use or wear silken clothing, or 
any material more precious than that which he has 
hitherto been accust.omed to. But he will require 
then1 to be clean and well adjusted. He shall have 
DO high-heeled shoes because they savour of vanity, 
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and nls
 because they are fc)rbidden hy the statutes 
of the Church. lIe is ne, er to entcr the church 
without his rochet and cape, and shall wear the 
latter out of doors as well as at home, fi') much as 
possible. "1lenf'ver the weather allows it, he shall 
wear his cap walking through the town, and always 
in the church. lIe shull wt:ar no ring on his finger 
except the pastoral ring, worn by bi:5hops in sign ot 
their spousal contract with their Church, no le
s 
than tha.t given by the husband to his bride. lIis 
sash may be of silk, b1.lt not of a l1igh price, anll his 
beads shall be suspended to it. lIe shall not wear 
perfumed gloves, nor silk and wadded muffs, but 
only such as fire genteel and decent, according to 
neces
ity. The strings of his shoes and of his finer 
upper stockinós shall not be of silk. The tonsure 
011 the crown 01' his head shall be so distinctly 
Hlarked as to be easily seen. His beard shall he 
rounded and without moustaches above the upper 
lip. 


OF IllS SEUV ANTS, AND OF THE GOVER1D.IE...
T OF HIS 
IIOUSEliOLD. 


lIe shall take care to have no useless or superflu- 
ous servant. He shall keep two ecclesiastics, one to 
act as master of the house and attend to business, 
the other to assist him at the divine offices: One 
possibly might suffice, but for the present he shall 
have two, on account of Andrew di Soasea, doctor 
of canon law and bachelor of theology, who, bcin3 a 
good preacher, may produce much fruit in the dio- 
cese. They shall dress in the lloman fashion, with 
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great modesty, or else like the priests belOl'ging to 
the seminary at l\tlilan, that dress being convenient 
and inexpensive. A secretary and two charnberlains, 
one for himself the other for the family. One cook 
and his assistant, and one lackey, dressed in tawney- 
coloured livery with purple trimmings. None of 
them shall wear feathers, swords, or any gay colours, 
nor moustaches, nor their hair long and flowing. 
They shall confess and communicate on the second 
Sunday of every month, according to the statutes of 
the confraternity of the Holy Cross, of which they 
shall be members, and they shall communicate at 
the bishop's Mass. They shall daily assist at l\iass, 
and on festivals at all the divine offices in the 
cathedral. They shall rise at five o'clock in the 
D1orning, and the days on which they go to matins, 
at four. They sllall retire to rest at ten at night, 
before which they shall ,assemble altogether to recite 
the litanies. The bishop shall say the prayers, and 
after the examination of conscience, all shall retire. 
There shall be a little oratory in every rOOln, a 
vessel of holy water, some pious pictures, or an Agnus 
Dei. 


OF THE RECEPTION OF THE DISHOP'S VISITORS. 


Two rooms shall be carpeted, one to recehre- 
strangêrs, and the other for matters of business. 
There shall alwa.ys be some one to receive and intro- 
duce those who come, with civility and courtesy, tak- 
ing care to offend no one whomsoever. It would be 
something most audacious if the prelate's servants 
should treat the inferior clergy with disrespect; 
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theretJre, those who serv<." the Bishop of Geneva 
nlust take care to trcat everyone civilly, more (;,:)pe- 
cially pricst
. 


OF MEALS. 


',ith regard to his table, it shall be modt'rate and 
frugal, as the Council {If Trcnt advi
l>s, but clean 
and neat; priests shall sit at it. and a
 :fiLr as possible', 
sball have the first seats. Tllcy shall aB bless tbe 
table in turn, anù make the thanksgiving after it. 
liut on solemn f
sti\"als the hi
hop shaH pronounce 
the blessing and grace afterward
; as on 1111 days 
he shall say the prayer '
Bcneùic Oomine nos," &c., 
because the le
ser ought to receive the hlessing 
from the greater. Some pious book shall always be 
rcad during half the time allotted both to dinner 
and supper; the rcst of the time shall be spent in 
suitabl
 conversation. lIe shall dine at ten o'clock, 
and sup at six. On filsting days he shall not sit 
down to table to take his collation, and the dinner 
hour shall be at eleven, and the collation at 
se\'en. 


OF AL)[S GIVING. 


It will be advisable to give alms on the same 
days that the late bishop was accustomed to distri- 
bute them in public. They shall be more abundant 
in the winter than in the summer, especially after 
the Epiphany, when the poor are more destitute. 
Verretables shall be distributed. I know not 
o 
whether it would be advisable for the bi:shop to do 



454: 


s. FRANCIS DE SALES. 


this In person when he can do it conveniently, for 
instance, on Holy Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday. 
On Holy Thursday he shan give a dinner to the 
poor, either before or after the washing of t11e feet. 
It would be well to make known the alms bestowed 
on re1igious of the mendicant orders, and on hos- 
pitals, for the sake of example, and to excite the 
people to charity. As for private and extraordinary 
alms, prayer will teach what should be done in this 
respect. 


FOR FESTIV AL DAYS. 


On aU feasts of precept, the bishop shaH assist at 
first and second vespers, at the High Mass, and an 
the offices recited before and after it. On solemn 
festivals he shan 1ikewise assist at matins. He shan 
celebrate and perfonIl the services of the night and 
day, at Christmas the Epiphany, Easter, Pentecost, 
Corpus Christi, SSe Peter and Paul, St. Peter ad 
Vincula, (patron of the Church of Geneva,) the 
Assumption of our Blessed Lady, An Saints, the 
anniversary of his consecration, and throughout the 
octave of the Blessed Sacrament. He shaH preach 
on the previous Sunday, to warn the people to gain 
the indulgenc
; on the Sunday within the octave, 
and on the octave day, when he shaH give benedic- 
tion at the church of St. Clare, both for the consola- 
tion of the nuns, and because it is well frequented; 
and this will be the last benediction given in the 
city. As much as possible he shaH assist at the 
exercises of the Confraternity of the 1101y Cross, 
the Rosary, and the 11uly Cord, but especially 



8. FRAKCIS DE SALES. 


4:;- 


the first named, on account of the communIOn, 
"hich he shall give himself as often as he cau. 
So much for the exterior. 


REGULATIONS FOn THE INTERIOR. OF STl:DT A "D 
rJlAYER. 


'\
ith regard to f'tudy, he shall endeavour daily 
to leurn something useful and suitable to his state. 
Generally speaking, he nmy apply to this purpose 
some time betwcen the hours of scven and nine in 
the nlorning. After supper some spiritual book 
shall be reaù for an hour, which shall serve for 
study und for prayer. In the Illorning, after his 
usual acts of thanksgiving, invocation, and oblation, 
he sha.ll spenù an hour in meditation on the subject 
before prepared. lIe mu
t always walk ill the pre- 
sence of God, and in,'o1..e IIilu on all occasions. lIe 
5h'.l1l draw his ejaculatory prayers either from his 
nll>rning's lllcJitation, or from divers objects that 
present themselves. They shall be vocal or mental, 
as the Holy Ghost shall excite. lIe shall Inake a 
short collection of them, as aspirations to God, our 
Ble:,sed Lady, and the saints to whom he has a par- 
ticular devotion. lIe shall ordinarily recite the 
divine office either kneeling or standing. :\Iatins 
and Lauds òhall be said over night. Prime, Tierce, 
Sext, and Xone, between six and seven in the 
morning. 1l espers and Complin before supper. 
The Rosary of the 
Iadonna after Vespers; having 
bound himself by vow to the daily recital of it. 
'Yhen he fore:;ees that any urgent affair will inter- 
fere with his arrangements, he may anticipate the 
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hour of Vespers and the Rosary. On the testivals, 
when Vespers and the IIours are said in choir, he 
may say the Rosary during High 1\:fass. 


OF THE CELEBRATION OF THE HOLY SACRIFICE. 


Every morning at nine o'clock he shan go and 
offer the most holy sacrifice of the l\Iass, unless hin- 
dered by smne very pressing necessity. To cele- 
brate with the greater devotion, he shall make a 
compendiunl of various conditions and affections, by 
means of which devotion to tl1Ïs great mystery may 
be excited: and he shaH ponder thenl as he leaves 
his 1'00111 and walks along to the altar. On reaching 
the sacristy, he shaIl make his preparation, wI1Ïch is 
to be neither too short nor too long, in order not to 
weary those who waÌt. The same may be said of 
his thanksgiving after l\:fass; and he shaH maintain 
a secret gravity whilst celebrating. On going to 
and fro, he shaIl avoid speakir.:g to anyone, more 
especialIy on worldly affairs, the better to preserve 
the spirit of recollection. On days of devotion it 
would be well that he should celebrate l\Iass in the 
churches, that when the people assemble they may 
always find the bishop at their head. The same may 
be said of the fasts of the respective churches, and 
wllen there are indulgences. At night he shall say 
evening prayers with the rest of the family. 


ON CONFESSION AND WORKS OF PENANCE. 


He shall confess every second, or at the most, 
every third day, unless necessity ordain otherwise; 
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and this to the ßlOst uhle COnfè:3
Or he can meet with, 
whom he ::;hall not change without nec
;);,ity. lIe 
shall sometimes confess in the church, to be 
een by 
all, to serve as an example. Besiùes the fasts PIC- 
scribeù by the Church, he shull fast on all Pridays, 
::'uturùays, and the \"igils of our Laùy's feast
. 


O}.' illS AN
UAL RETUEATS. 


Every year he shall make 0. retreat for the space 
of eight days, and more when he can, ùuring which 
he is to purify his soul anù to examine the 
uccess 
anù progress of the past year. ...\ftl'r Iloticing lJÏs 
principal failings, lae shall acknowle(lge thenl to his 
contèssor, with whom he shall confer on his bad 
habits and inclinations, anù on the difIiculties he 
l.neets with in the practice of virtue. lIe shall make 
extra. prayer, dlleHy mental, arIù shall apply the 
1\Iasses which he himself cel
brates, and th0se which 
he causes to be cclebr.lted, with the intention of 
obtaining from God the graces he stanùs in need of 
for the goverlllllen t of himself and of his dioccse, and 
shall renew all the good purpo:,es and designs given 
him by God. For this purpose he shall, before 
making his confession, read over the memoranùa of 
his former resolutions, making notes anti adding 
such points as experience shall have taué!llt him. 
The time for this recollection cannot po
sibly be 
determined. The period of the Carnival would do 
well, in order not to be obliged to witne
s the di
sipa- 
tion and frivolity of the people, and also becau.se he 
would then go forth from the de
ert to preach and 
do good works, according to the example of our 
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Lord Jesus Christ, and of IIis precursor the holy 
Baptist. When there should seem any chance of 
drawing the people from dissipation by means of 
some notable devotion, he n1Ïght choose for his 
retreat some we
k between Easter and Pentecost, 
in order that the spirit of God acquired during such 
exercise, may work well during the following solenln 
festivals, and during the octave of the most Blessed 
Sacrament. At this time too the world is some- 
what less engrossed with business, and the season is 
favourable then for purifying both soul and body. 
Indeed, the purification of the body may serve as a 
pretext for purifying the soul. 


END OF VOL. I. 
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